
Anglo-Nepal 
War (1814-16)

COURSE OF 
WAR RESULT

Nepal withdrew 
from Sikkim

Who had won? - 
English

Overall four Battles 
were fought

Treaty of Sugauli 
(1816)

Nepal maintained the 
neutrality during the 

revolt  of 1857

Gorkhas joined the 
British army in large 

numbers

British gained the control over 
the  areas of the Sutlej hills

After this war

Butwal

Nepal accepted 
British Resident

comprising

Hill stations of

and

They played a major 
role in suppressing 
the  revolt of 1857

Almora

Malaon

Makwanpur

Nepal ceded the districts of 
Garhwal and  Kumaon, and 
abandoned claims to Terai

British had treated 
Nepalese ruler as 

sovereign

Shimla

Mussorie

Ranikhet

Landour

Nainital

Anglo-Nepal 
War 

(1814-16)
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Anglo-Bhutan War 
(1864-65)

ABOUT

Duar War

Victory of British

Bhutan ceded 
territories in the Assam 

Duars and  Bengal 
Duars

The occupation of 
Assam in 1816 

brought the English

around 80,000 
kilometres  of 

Dewangiri (Deothang) 
to British

as well as

into

Close contacts 
with the mountain 
state of Bhutan

Bhutanese 
frequently carried out 
raids in the adjoining 
territories of Assam 

and Bengal

Bad treatment 
meted out to Elgin?s 
envoy in 1863- 64 

had annoyed British

Treaty of Sinchula 
(1865)

Signed

November 11, 
1865

Expiration
1910

Parties
British India and 

Bhutan

BRITISH CONQUEST OF 
NEIGHBOURING STATES

in return for
An annual 
subsidy of 

50,000 rupees

It was the surrendered 
district, which became a  
productive area with tea 

gardens

Immediate 
Reasons

Bhutan was 
sheltering 

British dicidents

As 
accused by 
the British

As per 
modern 

historians

modern historians note 
Britain's imperialist ambitions 
in the region to be the actual 

reason

Bhutan  was a 
vital cog in the 

Indo-Tibetan trade

Duars 
region was 

commercially 
profitable due to 

tea plantation
Britain 

declared war 
in 1864

Treaty of 
Sinchula 

stood until 
1910

when Bhutan and 
British India signed 

the treaty of Punakha 
effective untill 1947

Anglo-Bhutan 
War  (1864-65)
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Anglo-Afghan 
War (1839-1880)

BACKGROUND

Russia had planned a 
special mission in the East

which was more directed 
against China and not 

India

British feared Russians 
could invade India via 

Afghanistan

Forward Policy

Policy of Masterly 
Inactivity / Stationary 

School
2 views emerged in the 

politics of Britain to counter 
the Russian threat

British decided to either annex 
the region  of Afghanistan

An idea of Russian peril or 
Russian threat was  
propagated by Lord 

Palmerston, British foreign 
secretary

The 19th Century was 
a period of diplomatic 

rivalry

As per this, to solve the 
issues with Russia through  

diplomatic channels

between

British and Russian Empires 
for sphere of influence in Asia

 in the mid-19th century 
and was first mentioned 

by William Bentinck

known as

 Great Game to the British and 
the Tournament of  Shadows 

to the Russians

The only  entrance to 
India via Central Asia

As a result

As per this policy, Afghanistan  
should either be annexed or 

made a buffer state

Conservative 
Party held this 

view

and

Follow a policy of 
non-intervention in 

Afghanistan

This view was held 
by the Liberals

Finally

or

Turn it as a buffer 
state

Anglo-Afghan 
War 

(1839-80)
Res Indica
Resindica
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First 
Anglo-Afghan 

War (from 1838 
to 1842) 

Second 
Anglo-Afghan 

War (from 1878 
to 1880)

Third 
Anglo-Afghan War 

began in May 
1919 and lasted 

for a month
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CAUSES

Dost 
Muhammad, the 

ruler of  Afghanistan 
had a friendly and  
cordial relations

in 
September 

1837
EVALUATION 

OF AUCKLAND?S 
AFGHAN  POLICY

First 
Anglo-afghan war 

(1839-42)

Auckland 
again refused an 
appeal of Dost  

Mohammad

Auckland 
sent  Capt. 

Alexander Burnes 
on a commercial 

mission to 
Kabul

but

real 
objective was 
to judge the  

political 
situation 

thereIt had 
proved too 

costly for the 
English

As a 
result, Auckland 

decided to depose 
Dost  Mohammad and 
entrust the region with 

exiled ruler Shah 
Shoja

The 
Anglo-Afghan 
war came to 

be

English

Disaster in 
Afghanistan?

with

known as

It was a  
massive blow to 
the prestige of 
British Indian  

Army

Dost made  his 
friendship 
conditional 

on 

 receipt of English 
help in recovering 

Peshawar from  
Ranjit Singh

which 
Auckland  

refused to do

Burnes assured 
Auckland  that Dost 

Mohammad was 
entirely ?English' in 

views

but insisted that

British must mount  
pressure on Ranjit 
Singh  to restore 

Peshawar to  
Afghanistan

and
warned him 

of any alliance 
with the British 

enemies
At this Dost 
Mohammad 

felt  
dispaired

and

welcomed the 
Russian 

Ambassador  with 
much warmth

It is described 
as a  compound of 

folly, ignorance

Auckland had 
refused to 

accept the 
demand of Dost  

Muhammad
in

Restoring 
Peshawar from 
Ranjit  Singh

The reason 
given by 
Auckland 

was

It was not the  
practise of British 

Government to interfere 
in the  matters of 
independent states

Auckland?s 
Afghan policy 

was not justified  
as he had done 

the same in 
Afghanistan

which he  
refused to do 
when Dost 
Muhammad 

asked for help

Dost 
Muhammed was 
the the amir of 
Durrani empire

The ruling 
dynasty in 
Afganistan But was in 

constant 
conflict with

Neighbouring 
Sikh Empire

Course of 
War

The Afghans could 
not tolerate a 

foreign occupation 
or a king imposed 

on them by a foreign 
power

1839 : The British in 
a surprise attack 

captured the 
fortress of Ghazni.

 The British effortlessly 
marched into Kabul and 
restored Shah Shoja to 

the throne of Kabul.

After fleeing to Balkh and 
then Bukhara, where he 

was captured, Dost 
Mohammad managed to 

escape from jail and 
returned to Afghanistan to 

join his partisans in fighting 
the British.

1840: Dost Muhammad had 
the upper hand in a fight at 

Parwan in 1840, but the next 
day he submitted to the 

British in Kabul.

 He and the 
majority of his 

family were sent 
back to India.

1841: The uprisings continued and 
the British were forced to sign 

treaties with Afghan Chiefs, and 
decided to retreat. Shoja was also 

killed in Kabul as he was unpopular 
among the Afghans.

British 
decided to 

retreat

The whole English 
camp marched out of 

Kabul but was swarmed 
by bands of Afghans, and 

the retreat ended in a 
bloodbath

Shoja was also killed in 
Kabul as he was 

unpopular among the 
Afghans.

1843 : The new 
governor-general of India, 

Lord Ellenborough decided 
on the evacuation of 

Afghanistan, and Dost 
Mo?ammad returned to 

Kabul and was restored to 
the throne. 1855: A treaty of friendship 

(Treaty of Peshawar) was 
signed between British 

India and Dost Mohammed 
of Kabul. 

The treaty was a 
?policy of 

non-interference?.
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First 
Anglo-afghan 
war (1839-42)

Shoja 
was 

dethroned 
in 1909

was living in 
Ludhiana in 

British Pension

Both govts agreed 
to maintain peace, 

friendship and 
non-interference
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Second Anglo-Afghan War 
(1878-1880)

BACKGROUND

END RESULT

COURSE OF WAR

Lytton decided to 
invade Afghanistan

Lytton made an 
offer of a  favourable 

treaty to Sher Ali

Lord Lytton became 
the Viceroy  of India 

in 1876

Sher Ali refused to keep 
a  British envoy in Kabul

After the World War I 
and Russian Revolution  

(1917)

In 1921In 1901

Treaty of 
Gandamak 
(May 1879)

Sher Ali fled in 
face of the British 

invasion

Afghans demanded 
full Independence

Habibullah was 
killed in 1919

He started a new  
foreign policy of 
?proud reserve?

while

having earlier granted a 
similar concession to the  

Russian ambassador

and

Treaty of Gandamak 
was signed

Peace was prevailed when 
Afghanistan  recovered 
independence in foreign 

affairswhich was

Aimed at having  
scientific frontiers and  
safeguarding ?spheres 

of  influence?

but

Amir wanted friendship 
with both the 

neighbouring powers

Russia

Britain

Later

As a result

between

English and Yakub 
Ali, the eldest son 

of Sher Ali

The Amir will conduct his 
foreign policy with the  advice 

of Government of India

A permanent British 
resident be stationed at  

Kabul

The Government of 
India will give Amir 

all  support

against

foreign aggression, 
and an annual  

subsidy

Yakub had to abdicate 
the throne under  
popular pressure

and

British had to recapture 
Kabul  and Kandahar

Abur Rehman 
became the new  Amir

and
Lytton decided to keep 
Afghanistan as  Buffer 

State

Abur Rehman died and 
Habibullah  ascended 

the throne of Amir

New ruler  Amamullah 
declared open war 
against the British

Lytton thought relations 
with Afganistan could 
not be left ambiguous
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Anglo-Burma 
War (1824-85)

Expansionist 
attitude of both 

the powers 
(Burma  and 

British)

CAUSES

Burma 
was a free 

country

First Anglo-Burma 
War (1824-26)

British were interested 
in forest resources in  
Burma?s market for 

British manufacturers

wanted to 
expand  

westward

In 
1823-24

Burmese army 
entered and  occupied 
Assam and Manipur

and

and

and

Need to check 
French 

ambitions in 
Burma

and
Rest of 

South-East 
Asia

prepared to  
attack 

Chittagong

These territories 
were  claimed by 

the English

British Indian Army 
attacked Burma  in 

retaliation

The Burmese army led 
by Maha  Bandula was

Defeated by the 
Company

and

Company imposed 
the Treaty of 
Yandabo on  

Burma in 1826

As a result

TREATY 
OF 

YANDABO

Pay rupees one 
crore as war 
compensation

Cede its coastal 
provinces of Arakan 

and Tenasserim

Abandon 
claims on 

Assam, Cachar 
and Jaintia

Recognise 
Manipur as an 
independent 

state

Negotiate 
a commercial 

treaty with 
Britain

Accept a 
British resident 
at Ava (Capital 

of Burma)

while

posting a 
Burmese 
envoy at 
Calcutta
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Second 
Anglo-Burma 
war (1852-53)

In 1839

Burma had 
emerged 

The Deltas of 
Irrawaddy River had 

become 

IMMEDIATE 
CAUSE

British Resident 

To the  growing 
settlement in 

South-East Asia

Two British Captains 
were heavily fined 

And

and
Other costly items 
like tin, pepper and 

ivory

Meanwhile

All these 
developments 

encouraged the 
English to  annex 

Burma

By
British Merchants 

sent a petition 

This provided a 
desired opportunity 

to  Dalhousie

and

English army  
launched an attack By 1853

English 
forces had 

occupied

Rangoon

Pegu (Lower 
Burma)

region upto  
ToungooBritish had gained 

control 

As a result Burmese King 
Mindon Min was  

forced 

  Burmese 
Government

To
   

Governor-General 
Lord Dalhousie

Against 

Burma in 1852

over

 Entire coast of the 
Bay of Bengal To  shift his Capital 

to Mandalay

claimed
 That Burmese did 

not treat him well and 
left

As

 A major supplier  of Timber 
(needed for shipbuilding and 

repair  industry by the 
Company in Calcutta)

An  Important source 
of rice to Bengal
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Third Anglo- 
Burma war 
(1885-86)

Anglo-Tibet 
War (1904)

This war was fought 
on the pretext that 
the King  Thibaw 
Min was intriguing 

with the French

in

Vietnam to 
weaken 

British Control 
over Asia

Result

British had 
annexed an 

entire region of  
Burma

and

made it a 
British 

Province

Tibet was ruled 
by a theocracy 

of Buddhist 
Monks  

(Lamas)
under

Sovereignty 
of China

IMMEDIATE 
CAUSE

Tibet was 
under the 

suzerainty of 
China

but

Russian 
influence at 
Lhasa was 
increasing

The reports of 
Russian arms and  
ammunition coming 

into Tibet

Curzon felt  
alarmed

and

sent a small 
Gorkha contingent 

under  Colonel 
YoungHuband

on

special mission to  
Tibet to oblige the 

Tibetans to come to 
an  agreement

Tibet 
Government 

refused to  
negotiate

and

offered 
non-violent 

resistance

As a result

Colonel 
YoungHuband 

marched

towards
Lhasa in August  
1904 and Dalai 

Lamafled

British had 
imposed the 

Treaty of Lhasa 
(1904)  on Tibet
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TREATY OF 
LHASA (1904)

Tibet would 
respect the 

frontier of Sikkim

Trade marts 
would be 
opened

Tibet would not 
grant any 

concession

Foreign 
affairs of 

Tibet

Tibet would 
pay

railways

Gartok

indemnity of 
Rs 75 lakh

for

an at
the rate of 

one-lakh rupees 
per annum

As a security 
of payment

Indian 
Government  

would occupy Chumbi Valley (territory  
between Bhutan and 
Sikkim) for 75 years

Yatung

Gyantse at

roads

telegraph etc.

To any 
foreign 
state

but will  give 
Great Britain 
some control 

over it

Treaty of Lhasa was 
signed 

between

 Great 
Britain and Tibet 
on 2 September 

1904

No portion of Tibetan 
territory 

shall be ceded, sold, leased, 
mortgaged or otherwise 

given for occupation, to any 
foreign Power
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 War-Bengal

Period- 1757- 
1771

Battle of 
Plassey 
(1757)

Governor- 
Robert Clive

Battle of 
Buxar (1764)

Important 
Treaty

Victory ? 
British

 Shuja-ud-Daulah (Nawab of 
Awadh) and Shah  Alam II (the 

Fugitive Mughal Emperor) and Mir 
Qasim VS British

Victory- British

First Treaty of 
Allahabad (1765)

Second Treaty of 
Allahabad (1765)

Governor- Robert 
Clive

Between 
Siraj-ud-Daulah 

and English

Battle of 
Chinsura 

(1759)

Between 
Siraj supported 

by Dutch against  
the English

Victory ? 
British

Governor ? 
Robert Clive 
followed by 

Vansittart

Between
English and 
Nawab of  

Awadh

Awadh was 
made a Buffer 

State

Between  Company and  Mughal 
Emperor Shah Alam II

Issued a Farman 
on 12th August 

1765

which
 granted the Diwani 

Rights (Right to Collect 
revenue) to the  

Company of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa

Dual System 
(1765-1771)- 

Introduced by ? 
Robert Clive

Governance 
of Bengal

Nizamat 
Functions

Diwani 
Functions

Defense &  
Foreign  

Affairs

Civil 
Administration

Revenue 
Collection

w

p
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