The Nealithic period laid the groundwork for future civilizations to flourish. U PSC G 0 I d P rel Ims PO rtal

The Neolithic period was a significant era in human history.
The development of agriculture and settled life transformed human existence. Impact on future civilizations
P g P It is characterized by the development of agriculture and a shift from hunter-gatherer

It paved the way for advanced societies and contributed to the progress of humanity. societies.

Different cultural practices emerged during the Neolithic period.

Agriculture emerged during the Neolithic period, leading to a more settled way of life.

Burial rituals, art, and religious beliefs started to develop. Cultural practices Agricultural revolution People started domesticating plants and animals for food production.

Neolithic period

The invention of writing systems also appeared later in some regions. This revolutionized human societies and laid the foundation for civilization.

With the shift to agriculture, human settlements became more permanent. The Neolithic period witnessed the development of new tools and technologies.

Communities formed, and social structures became more defined. Social chan ges

Tech n°|ogica| advancements Stone tools improved, and pottery and weaving techniques were introduced.

Surplus food production led to specialization and the emergence of complex These advancements allowed for more efficient use of resources and increased
societies.

roductivity.
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Improved living conditions in rural areas
Increased economic opportunities

Enhanced social well-being

Limited resources and funding constraints
Need for long-term sustainability and monitoring

Expansion and replication in other regions of the country

Impact of the Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP) scheme

Challenges and future prospects of the Vibrant Villages

Programme (VVP) scheme
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Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP) scheme
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Background of the Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP)
scheme

Components of the Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP)

scheme

Implementation of the Vibrant Villages Programme
(VVP) scheme

Aims to improve rural areas in India

Launched by the government

Construction of roads, bridges, and buildings
Infrastructure development <
Installation of basic amenities like electricity and water supply

Training programs for villagers

Skill development and employment generation {
Promotion of entrepreneurship

Healthcare facilities
Social welfare initiatives {
Education and skill development centers

Collaboration with local authorities and community members

Allocation of funds for various projects
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Animals, particularly bulls, were sacrificed during religious ceremonies. The Indus Valley Civilization was an ancient civilization that thrived in the Indus Valley

The sacrifice of animals was believed to bring fertility, prosperity, and protection to Ritual sacrifices were practiced in the Indus Valley Civilization as a means of during the Bronze Age.

the community. appeasing the gods and seeking their blessings.

Ritual sacrifices

Their religious practices played a significant role in their society.
The rituals involving sacrifices were performed by priests or religious authorities.

Water was believed to have cleansing and purifying properties, and was revered as a
sacred element.

Worship of natural forces The people of the Indus Valley Civilization worshipped natural forces such as water, Animals like bulls and snakes were also considered sacred and symbolized power
animals, and trees. and fertility.

Trees held a spiritual significance and were worshiped as symbols of life and growth.

These seals featured various symbols, including animals, human figures, and
mystical designs.

Seals and religious symbols were used extensively in the religious practices of the P
The significance and meaning of these symbols are still not fully understood. Indus Valley (g)JiviIizati}(I)n. Y ? ° Seals and rellglous symbOIS

It is believed that these seals were used for religious rituals and ceremonies. Religious praCticeS of Indus Va"ey

Civilization . . .
Instead, their religious practices seemed to be more focused on nature and the The figure of a goddess, often referred to as the "Mother Goddess," was a common

- ’ motif in their art and pottery.
' Unlike other ancient civilizations, the Indus Valley Civilization did not have grand L o Female deities played a prominent role in the religious practices of the Indus Valle
. o ack of temples e played a p gious p y y . . " . .
The absence of temples suggests a decentralized and perhaps more personal form > temples dedicated to specific gods. P Female deities Civilization. These deities were associated with fertility, nurturing, and protection.

of worship. The worship of female deities suggests a matriarchal influence in their society.

The exact reasons for the decline are still debated, but factors like environmental

; : The Great Bath in Mohenjo-Daro is a notable example of a large bathing complex
changes and invasions may have played a role.

The decline and collapse of the Indus Valley Civilization led to the abandonment of Ritual baths and cleansing were an essential part of religious ceremonies in the Indus < used for ritualistic purposes.

their religious practices.

End of civilization and religious practices Ritual baths and cleansing

With the disappearance of the civilization, their religious practices also faded away,
leaving behind enigmatic artifacts and unanswered questions.

Valley Civilization.

These baths and cleansing rituals were believed to cleanse the body and soul,
ensuring purity.
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Sustainable farming techniques
Irrigation and water management systems Improving agricultural practices and technology
Crop diversification and yield improvement
Post-harvest handling and storage
Processing and value-addition Strengthening food value chains
Transportation and logistics

Maternal and child health services

Micronutrient supplementation Promoting nutrition-sensitive interventions Strategies for achievin g Food and Nutritional Secu rity

School feeding programs Ensuring access to sufficient and nutritious food for all individuals and communities

. . - . Addressing malnutrition and its impact on physical and cognitive development
Early warning systems for food crises Importance of Food and Nutritional Security

Climate-smart agriculture and adaptation strategies Enhancing food system resilience Enhancing health and well-being of populations

Integration of agriculture and nutrition policies Promoting economic growth and poverty reduction

National food security strategies and action plans

Multi-stakeholder collaboration and partnerships Agricultural productivity and production
Ensuring policy coherence and governance

Transparent and accountable institutions FOOd and N utrltlon a| Securlty Availability of food supply Land and water resources management

. . Climate change and environmental sustainability
International frameworks and commitments

Income and purchasing power

Rising global population and changing dietary patterns Access fo food Food affordability and prices

Climate change and natural resource degradation Distribution systems and markets

. s Nutrition education and awareness
Inequitable access to resources and opportunities

Conflicts and political instability affecting food systems Food utilization Food safety and hygiene practices

Challenges and future directions

Addressing food waste and loss along the value chain Dietary diversity and food processing

Strengthening monitoring and evaluation systems Social safety nets and food assistance programs

. . . . . Disaster preparedness and response
Investing in research and innovation for sustainable solutions Stability of food systems - B
Promoting inclusive and participatory approaches Political stability and governance

Trade policies and international cooperation
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National level legislation in India

Aims to provide food security for all citizens

Passed in 2013

Identification of beneficiaries
Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS)
Distribution of foodgrains through fair price shops

Increased food security for millions of wulnerable populations Provision of cooked meals to school children

Improved nutrition outcomes, especially for women and children Midday Meal Scheme

Impact of NFSA Enhances nutrition intake and school attendance
Enhanced access to welfare schemes for the poor _ _ Supplementary nutrition for pregnant women, lactating mothers, and children
Reduction in malnutrition rates and food-related distress Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Improves maternal and child health

National Food Security Act (N FSA), 2013 ° Cash transfer for pregnant women and lactating mothers

Strengthening implementation mechanisms Maternity Benefit Program

Supports better health and nutrition during pregnancy

Addressing challenges of leakage and exclusion errors

Future prospects Establishing State Food Commissions

Leveraging technology for better monitoring and accountability Grievance redressal mechanisms

Hearing and resolving complaints related to food security

Continuously assessing and improving the impact of NFSA Use of technology for computerization of TPDS

Transparency and accountability measures
Disclosure of information related to entitlements and beneficiaries

Identification and exclusion errors in beneficiary lists

. Leakages and diversion of foodgrains
Implementation challenges
Insufficient storage and transportation infrastructure

Lack of awareness among beneficiaries about entitlements
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Pure Land Buddhism, with emphasis on the Buddha Amitabha and rebirth in the Pure

Land

Zen Buddhism, focusing on meditation practice and direct experience of

enlightenment

Tibetan Buddhism, incorporating elements of Bon religion and featuring the Dalai

Lama

Tripitaka (Three Baskets) used in Theravada Buddhism
Mahayana sutras, such as the Lotus Sutra and Heart Sutra

Treatises and commentaries by Mahayana scholars

Meditation as a means to develop mindfulness and insight
Chanting sutras and mantras for spiritual cultivation

Making offerings, prostrations, and circumambulations at temples

Played a significant role in shaping the religious and cultural landscape of East Asia
Influenced art, architecture, literature, and philosophy

Continues to be a vibrant and widespread tradition in the present day.

Mahayana Schools and Sects
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Emerged in India during the first century CE
Origin and Spread Spread throughout East Asia, including China, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam

Gain popularity due to its inclusive and accessible teachings

Emphasizes the importance of compassion and wisdom

Core Beliefs and Principles Aims for the enlightenment and liberation of all beings

Advocates for the bodhisattva path and the aspiration to become a buddha

Mahayana Buddhism

Bodhisattvas are beings who postpone their own enlightenment to help others

Bodhisattva Ideal Committed to attaining buddhahood for the benefit of all sentient beings

Practices and Rituals Seen as role models and objects of devotion in Mahayana Buddhism
Taking refuge in the Buddha as the teacher and guide

Three Jewels of Refuge Taking refuge in the Dharma as the teachings and path to enlightenment

Taking refuge in the Sangha as the community of practitioners

Impact and Influence
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Buddhism arrived in Japan from China and Korea.
> Introduction to Japan
It was initially adopted by the ruling elite and later spread to the general population.

Coexistence of Shintoism and Buddhism in Japan, with both religions influencing

each other. }

Shinto and Buddhism
Syncretism and the development of unique Japanese Buddhist sects, like Zen and
Pure Land Buddhism.

Buddhism originated in ancient India.

Origin and Founder

Spread to Japan Founded by Siddhartha Gautama, also known as the Buddha.

Buddhism played a significant role in shaping Japanese art, literature, architecture,

X Life is suffering.
and rituals.

Impact on Japanese Culture T f suffering is desi
Buddhist temples and statues became an integral part of the Japanese landscape. © cause of sullering s desire.

The Four Noble Truths
To end suffering, one must eliminate desire.

Buddhism deeply influenced the cultures of countries like Thailand, Myanmar, Following the Eightfold Path leads to the end of suffering.

Cambodia, and Laos. . . . - .
> Influence in Southeast Asian Cultures Right understanding, thought, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and

The Eightfold Path

Buddhist beliefs and practices became integral to the daily lives of people in < concentration.
Southeast Asia. Spread to Southeast Asia Spread of Buddhism Concept of Karma Belief in cause and effect - actions have consequences.
Magnificent Buddhist temples and structures, such as Angkor Wat and Borobudur, Reincarnation and Nirvana Belief in rebirth and the ultimate goal of reaching Nirvana.

showcase the architectural brilliance influenced by Buddhism. .
Art and Architecture

Buddhist art, sculptures, and murals depict various aspects of Buddhist teachings.

Emperor Ashoka of India played a significant role in spreading Buddhism across

_ _ _ Ashoka's Role Asia.
Buddhism slowly began spreading to the Western world during the 19th and 20th He sent missionaries to different parts of Asia to promote Buddhism.
centuries.

Introduction to the West

" . . . The Silk Road trade route facilitated the spread of Buddhism to Central Asia and
Western scholars, travelers, and practitioners played a crucial role in its propagation.

China.
Silk Road
Buddhist monks and traders played a vital role in carrying the teachings along the

Buddhism took on different forms and adaptations in the Western context.
} Cultural Adaptation Silk Road.

Various schools and movements emerged, including Theravada, Zen, Tibetan
Buddhism, and mindfulness practices.

Spread to the West Spread to Asia
Buddhism integrated with Chinese culture and influenced various aspects of Chinese
Buddhism influenced Western philosophy, psychology, literature, art, and meditation society.

. Influences in China
practices.

Chinese Buddhism developed unique characteristics, such as Chan (Zen) and Pure
Land sects.

Influence on Western Culture
It brought concepts like mindfulness, compassion, and interdependence into the

mainstream consciousness. Buddhism spread to Southeast Asia through trade and cultural exchanges.
Spread to Southeast Asia {

Various Southeast Asian kingdoms embraced Buddhism, influencing local customs
and traditions.
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Traced back to the Indian subcontinent in the 3rd century BCE

Derived from the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, the historical Buddha Emphasis on the original teachings of the Buddha

Spread to Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia

Pali Canon as the primary scripture Compilation of the Buddha's teachings in the Pali language

Establishment of monasteries, temples, and educational institutions Achieve enlightenment and liberation from suffering

Cultural and religious influence in Southeast Asia Tl S S coals Attain Nirvana, the ultimate state of peace and liberation
Preservation of ancient Buddhist texts and traditions Buddha as the enlightened teacher
Adoption of Theravada Buddhism by Western practitioners o Three Jewels Dharma as the teachings and the path to enlightenment
Theravada Buddhism === Sangha as the community of practitioners
Continued relevance and practice in Theravada-dominated regions Ethics and moral conduct Practice of the Five Precepts Refraining from killing, stealing, sexual misconduct, lying, and intoxication
Adaptation to modern society and technology Contemporary Practices ediat Vipassana (insight meditation) and Samatha (tranquility meditation)
Rise of lay meditation centers and retreats dtaton Mindfulness of breath, body, feelings, and mental states
Interactions and collaborations with other Buddhist traditions and religious groups Sangha of ordained monks and nuns
Monasticism

Renunciation of worldly possessions and commitments

Theravada is the oldest surviving school of Buddhism

Branches and Schools

Different sub-schools in various countries, such as Sri Lanka, Thailand, and
Myanmar
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Allocation and use of election symbols by candidates and political parties Rule 6: Election symbols
y Y P P Al Purpose and scope of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961

Introduction
Adoption and implementation of the rules

Timetable for various election activities
Appointment of polling personnel :

PP polnap Rule 1: Short title and commencement Explanation of the short title and commencement date of the rules
Preparation and printing of ballot papers .
Rule 7: Conduct of elections

Voting procedures and secrecy of voting
Security arrangements at polling stations Rule 2: Definitions Definitions of key terms used in the rules

Counting of votes and declaration of results

Regulation of election expenses by candidates and political parties Rule 8: Election expenses

Procedures for resolution of election disputes

Conduct of Election Rules, 1961

Rule 3: Appointment, powers, and duties of Election Election Commission's authority, responsibilities, and functions

Commission Powers of Election Commission for conduct of elections

Preparation and maintenance of electoral rolls

Rule 9: Disputes and their disposal Rule 4: Electoral roll

Election petitions and their adjudication Inclusion and exclusion of names in the electoral rolls

Provisions for specific situations not covered under other rules Procedures for the nomination of candidates

Maintenance of secrecy of voting Rule 5: Nomination of candidates Eligibility requirements for candidates

Offenses and penalties for violations of the rules Rule 10: Miscellaneous provisions Filing of nomination papers and scrutiny

Repeal and savings of previous rules

Power to make exceptions and modifications to the rules
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Ensuring transparency and reducing fraudulent practices

Enhancing the efficiency of the electoral process

Upholding democracy and the rights of citizens

Promoting electoral awareness and participation

Voter verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) system for verification of votes

Online registration and voter information services

Ensuring equal opportunities for all eligible voters to exercise their franchise

Focusing on voter education and awareness programs

Curbing the influence of money and illegal practices on elections

Encouraging transparency and accountability in political funding
Exploring options for online voting and remote polling

Leveraging big data and analytics for better targeting and analysis process

> Addressing issues of voter accessibility and inclusivity

> Implementing stricter regulations on campaign finance and political funding

Embracing new technologies and digital platforms for a more efficient electoral

> Introducing electronic voting machines (EVMs) for easier and faster voting

} Conducting free and fair elections throughout the country

> Innovating and adopting various technologies for smooth conduct of elections

Achievements

Challenges and Future Scope
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Constitutional body responsible for the conduct of
elections in India

Election Commission of India

¢ Delimitation and demarcation of constituencies

Conducting elections for

Established on 25th January 1950 <

Comprised of a Chief Election Commissioner and two Election Commissioners <

Supported by a dedicated secretariat and regional offices across the country

Ensuring the accuracy and completeness of voter lists

Preparation and updating of electoral rolls

Inclusion and exclusion of eligible voters
Determining boundaries of electoral constituencies
Allocating seats in proportion to population

Lok Sabha (House of the People)

Rajya Sabha (Council of States)

State Legislative Assemblies and Councils

Preventing electoral malpractices and violations

Monitoring and enforcing the Model Code of Conduct

Supervising the entire electoral process
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Regulating election campaigns and political advertisements
Registration of political parties
Candidate nomination and scrutiny

Polling, counting, and declaration of results

Following the adoption of the Indian Constitution

Provides for an independent and autonomous electoral system

Appointed by the President of India

Hold office for a term of six years or until the age of 65, whichever is earlier



Elections in various jurisdictions

Feedback from voters and election officials

Security concerns and potential vulnerabilities
Digital divide and accessibility issues

Potential for voter coercion or manipulation

Blockchain technology and decentralized voting
Biometric authentication and verification
Integration with artificial inteligence and machine learning

Collaboration with cybersecurity experts and researchers

UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Increasing demand for remote voting options

The need for an advanced voting solution
Challenges with traditional voting methods

Case studies and success stories of using the Multi-
Constituency Remote Electronic Voting Machine

Introduction to the Multi-Constituency Remote Definition and purpose of the voting machine
Electronic Voting Machine Key features and functionalities

Challenges and limitations of the Multi-Constituency

Remote Electronic Voting Machine Access and authentication process

How the Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Voting Ballot selection and customization
Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Machine works Security measures and encryption protocols
Voting Machine Vote submission and tamper-proofing
Future developments and advancements in remote

electronic voting systems Increased accessibility for voters

Benefits of the Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Enhanced efficiency and accuracy of the voting process
Voting Machine Improved transparency and auditability

Conclusion: The Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Cost savings and environmental impact

Voting Machine as a transformative tool for democratic
elections.

Legal and regulatory requirements

Considerations for implementing the Multi-
Constituency Remote Electronic Voting Machine
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Public perception and trust
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Purpose of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960

Introduction
Significance of these rules in electoral processes

Procedures followed during the registration process
Explanation of key terms used in the rules

Assistance and guidance provided to potential electors Conduct of Registration

Ensuring transparency, fairness, and accuracy in registration Definitions and Interpretations _ _ _ o
Clear interpretation of important clauses and provisions

Process for raising challenges to elector registration - o . .
Eligibility criteria for voter registration

Appeals mechanism for aggrieved individuals hallen nd A | er e . .
pp 99 Challenges and Appeals Qualification for Registration Requirements for age, citizenship, and residency

Special considerations for specific categories of electors

Timelines and procedures for resolving registration disputes

Prohibited acts and offenses related to elector registration H 1
Offenses and Penalties Registration of Electors Rules, 1960
Penalties and sanctions for violations of the registration rules

Additional rules, provisions, and exceptions

Step-by-step guide for submitting a voter registration application

Application Process Documents and information required for successful registration

Registration centers and their functioning

Transitional arrangements and provisions for special cases Miscellaneous provisions Compilation and maintenance of electoral rolls

Powers of the Election Commission in matters related to registration ) . . . . .
Electoral Rolls Updating procedures for inclusion, exclusion, and changes in elector details

Verification of electoral rolls and rectification of errors

Roles and responsibilities of Registration Officers

Appointment of Registration Officers Qualifications and selection process for appointment

Duties and powers vested in Registration Officers
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Several amendments made since its enactment
Enacted in 1951

Key amendments focus on electoral reforms, transparency, and accountability . !
Overview of Representation of People’s Act, 1951 Established guidelines for conducting elections in India

Amendments to Representation of People’s Act, 1951

Amendment to introduce Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) for voting Aims to ensure fair and democratic representation of the people
i u i

Introduction of political funding reforms

RepresentatiOH of PeOp|e’S ACt, 1951 Qualifications and disqualifications for being a member of Parliament or State

Significant in shaping the electoral process in India Legislature
Rules for registration of political parties

Provisions of Representation of People’s Act, 1951 Guidelines for conducting elections, including nomination, campaigning, and poliing

Ensures fair and transparent elections
Provides legal frameworks for resolving disputes and electoral offenses Impact of Representation of People’s Act, 1951

Supports democratic representation and participation Regulations regarding electoral offenses and corrupt practices

Continues to evolve with changing needs and developments in the electoral system. Provisions for election petitions and disputes

Download Riitacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests



UPSC Gold PreLiuQ;)

Associated with the rise of the Kushan Empire

gvel?ep vgl%!'ritory in South Asia

Expanded the empire's borders through strategic alliances and warfare
Known for his military conquests and administrative reforms <

Implemented administrative policies to ensure stability and economic growth

Revered as a patron of art, literature, and religion

Fostered a climate of religious tolerance and cultural exchange

Kanishka

Responsible for the spread of Buddhism beyond India's borders <

Kanish ka, a prominent figu re in ancient history Commissioned the construction of grand Buddhist monuments and stupas

Established Gandhara as a major center for Buddhist art and teachings <
Supported the translation of Buddhist texts into various languages

Encouraged the development of the Silk Road trade route
Emphasized trade and commerce during his reign <

Expanded trade networks with the Roman Empire and other regions

His reign marked a period of political stability and cultural flourishing
Left a lasting legacy in the history and culture of South Asia <

Inspired future generations of rulers and artists in the region
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Internal conflicts and power struggles weakened the empire.

Pressure from nomadic invaders, such as the White Huns, contributed to the decline.

Their cultural and artistic achievements left a lasting impact on the region.

The spread of Buddhism in Central Asia owed much to Kushan patronage.
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Bactria was known for its strategic location along the Silk Road.
They inhabited the region of Bactria in present-day Afghanistan. <

Kushans established a powerful empire in Bactria.

They developed a unique hybrid style of art and architecture.

Kushans were known for their rich cultural heritage and artistic achievements. <

. . Kushan art was greatly influenced by Persian, Greek, and Indian traditions.
Kushans were a Central Asian nomadic people.

They patronized Buddhist monasteries and built magnificent stupas.
Kushans played a significant role in the spread of Buddhism. <

The decline of the Kushan Empire is attributed to

Kushan rulers, such as Kanishka, actively promoted Buddhism.
various factors.

They controlled important trade routes, facilitating cultural exchange.
The Kushan Empire witnessed a period of economic prosperity. <
Kushans

Kushans minted their own coins, reflecting their diverse influences.

However, the legacy of the Kushans continued to \

i ivili i They established alliances with local rulers and integrated diverse cultures.
influence SUbsequent civilizations. \ Kushan rule extended to parts of Central Asia and northern India.

Gandhara, a region in present-day Pakistan, withessed Kushan influence.

Kushans participated in trade with the Roman Empire.
Kushans had diplomatic relations with the Roman Empire and China.

They sent embassies to the Han Dynasty in China.
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Best known for his comedies
Wrote over 100 plays <
Influenced by the plays of his contemporaries

Portrayed the middle class in Athens

Ancient Greek playwright His plays focused on everyday life and relationships <
Explored themes of love, family, and friendship

Considered a master of New Comedy His plays were performed at the Theatre of Dionysus

} Menander's plays continue to be studied and admired Achieved great popularity during his lifetime <

Known for his wit and clever dialogue Received awards at the Athenian dramatic competitions

Menander

Depicted the lives of ordinary people
} His works offer insights into ancient Greek society and culture
Explored themes that are still relevant today Some fragments survived in ancient papyrus manuscripts
Menander's works were largely lost after his death {

Rediscovered during the Renaissance

Rediscovery and influence

Adaptations of his works were performed in Rome

His plays influenced later playwrights, such as Plautus and Terence {
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acilitated cultural exchange and economic growth
Flourished from 2nd century BCE to 14th century CE <

Economic growth and prosperity in trading cities Historical trade route connecting Asia and Europe Connected China, India, Persia, and Europe

Cultural diversity and religious tolerance Played a significant role in the development of civilizations
> Formation of multicultural societies

Interactions among different ethnic groups

Chang'an and Samarkand became thriving centers

Impact of the Silk Route on societies and economies

Papermaking and gunpowder technology reached the West Silk production originated in ancient China

} Spread of technology and knowledge Silk was the most valuable commodity {

Medical knowledge spread through trade contacts Silk was highly desired by the Roman Empire and other regions

Silk Route

Trade and commerce along the Silk Route Other goods included spices, precious metals, and gems

Caravans facilitated trade across vast distances

Rivalries and conflicts led to alternative trade routes Political instability and increased maritime trade

Expansion of European explorations and colonization Decline and |egacy of the Silk Route

Legacy of the Silk Route continues in modern-day global trade and cultural
connections Cultural exchange and influence along the Silk Route Islamic ideas reached Central Asia through trade

Opening of maritime routes to Asia

Buddhism spread from India to East Asia Buddhist monks traveled along the Silk Route

Islamic civilization expanded along the Silk Route

Art, music, and literature were exchanged and blended Chinese ceramics influenced Islamic pottery
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Indigenous tribes and communities inhabit the region. Located in West Africa.

Unique traditions, ic,and d . ignifi ) . . . . o
nique fraditions, music, and dances Cultural SIinflcance Comprises the mountainous regions of Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Ivory

Coast.

Geographic and geological features

Historical archeological sites and rock art.
Rich in mineral resources such as bauxite, gold, diamonds, and iron ore.

. . _ _ Variations in climate due to varying elevations.
Guinea Highlands Climate and vegetation
Tropical rainforests, savannas, and grasslands.

Home to a diverse range of plant and animal species.

Agriculture, including the cultivation of fruits, vegetables, and coffee.

Economic activities

Mining and extraction of mineral resources.

Tourism potential for nature and cultural attractions.

Deforestation and habitat loss due to logging and agriculture.

Soil erosion and degradation. Biodiversity and wildlife Endangered and endemic species found in the highland forests.

Challenges and conservation efforts : . :
Important bird areas with various bird species.

Conservation initiatives to protect biodiversity and natural resources.

Sustainable development practices for the benefit of local communities.
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o MALTITANIA MALI
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The Niger River supports diverse ecosystems, including wetlands, floodplains, and U PSC G O I d P rel Ims PO rtal

mangroves.

_ , - , , _ Biodiversity and Ecosystem
It is home to various wildlife species, such as hippopotamuses, crocodiles, and

The Niger River is located in West Africa.
numerous fish species.

It flows through ten countries, including Guinea, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and others.

The Niger River has played a crucial role in the history and development of the
countries it passes through.

. . _ _ The Niger River is approximately 4,180 kilometers long.
History and Culture ngel' Rlver Length and Dralnage Basin
It has influenced the cultural practices, livelihoods, and traditions of the people living
along its banks.

It has a drainage basin of about 2,117,700 square kilometers.

o . The river is an essential source of water for agriculture, fishing, and transport.
The Niger River faces challenges such as pollution, deforestation, and overfishing. Importance and Utilization

Efforts are being made to conserve the river through environmental protection Cha"enges and Conservation
initiatives and sustainable practices.

Itis a significant trade route, facilitating the movement of goods and people.
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Flows through 11 countries —

Ancient Egyptians

> Played a role in ancient civilizations

Used for shipping goods
} Trade and transportation route

Nile Valley civilizations

Historical importance

Longest river in Africa
Facilitated trade between countries

} Pollution and water contamination

Altering natural flow patterns
> Dams affecting river flow

> Climate change and water scarcity concerns

e aaadbD R

. Length of about 6,650 kilometers
Industrial waste

Agricultural runoff Flows northwards

Environmental challenges Nile River

Impacting ecosystems downstream

Decreasing water levels Important water source

Increased drought risk

Hydropower generation {

River cruises

} Scenic landscapes

Ancient temples and ruins

Diverse range of flora and fauna

Supports fisheries <

Wildlife viewing opportunities . P
g.opp Ecological significance

Tourism attraction

Historical sites

} Cultural significance
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Traditional boat races

Festivals and celebrations.

Supports agricultural activities {

Multiple dams along the river

Egypt

Sudan

South Sudan

Uganda

Tanzania

Rwanda

Burundi

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Kenya

Ethiopia

Eritrea

Irrigation for crops

Provides water for domestic use

Generates electricity

Habitats for various species

Fishing industry

Source of food for local communities
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Empire weakened due to internal conflicts and external pressures. Originated from Bactria, a historical region in Central Asia.

Eventually conquered by the nomadic Sakas and Kushans. Decline and Legacy Origins and Migration Migrated to the area of modern-day Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Bactrian Greeks left a lasting cultural legacy in Central Asia. Settled in cities along the Silk Road.

Combined Greek and local artistic traditions.

Interacted with various civilizations along the Silk Road.

Built impressive cities and monuments with Greek-influenced architecture. Art and Architecture Bactrian Greeks

Cultural Exchange Influenced by Persian, Indian, and Greek cultures.

Sculptures and paintings reflected a fusion of Greek and eastern styles. Adopted and adapted elements of these cultures.

Thrived on trade along the Silk Road. Formed a powerful empire in the 3rd century BCE.

Engaged in commerce and exchanged goods with neighboring regions.

Trade and Economy Greco-Bactrian Empire Ruled over a vast territory in Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent.

Bactrian Greeks played a significant role in the silk and spice trades. Promoted Hellenistic culture and spread Greek influence.
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Gandhara art is also evident in the architecture of the region, such as stupas,
monasteries, and rock-cut caves.

Architecture

These structures showcase intricate carvings featuring Buddhist narratives and divine

. Introduction
figures.

Gandhara art played a significant role in the spread of Buddhism throughout Central

Asia and East Asia. Characteristics

Its artistic style influenced the development of Buddhist art in neighboring regions like
Kashmir and China.

Gandhara art

PS o

art and cultural exchange.
Its unique blend of Western and Eastern artistic traditions continues to fascinate and
inspire art enthusiasts today.

The decline of Gandhara art can be attributed to the spread of Islam in the region
during the 7th century CE.

Many Gandhara artworks were destroyed or repurposed, leading to the gradual
disappearance of this artistic style.

Despite its decline, Gandhara art left a lasting impact on the development of Buddhist

Development

Gandhara art is particularly renowned for its stone sculptures, specifically the
portrayal of Buddha.

Gandhara art is a unique and influential artistic style that flourished in ancient
Gandhara, present-day Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Gandhara art is known for its fusion of Hellenistic and Indian artistic traditions.

The artworks display a harmonious blend of Greek and Roman influences with
Buddhist iconography.

Gandhara art emerged during the 1st century CE and reached its peak between the
2nd and 5th centuries CE.

The region's strategic location along the Silk Road facilitated the exchange of ideas
and artistic influences.

The sculptures exhibit realistic features, drapery, and graceful postures influenced by
Greek sculptural techniques.
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Establishment of Bactrian Greek rule in India
Arrival of the Bactrian Greeks {
Spread of Greek influence in various regions

Fusion of Greek and Indian art and architecture
Cultural Exchange {
Adoption of Greek customs and practices

Introduction of new agricultural techniques
Economic Development <
Stimulated trade and commerce between India and the West

Establishment of new administrative systems
Political Reformation <
Integration of Greek and local governance

Promotion of learning and education
Intellectual Advancement {
Contribution to the development of astronomy and mathematics

Introduction

Impact of Rule of Bactrian Greeks in India

Influence on India's religious beliefs and practices
Religious Impact {
Introduction of new religious ideas and philosophies

- Lasting impact of Bactrian Greek rule in India

Integration of Greek elements in Indian society and culture



* Indo-Greek rulers greatly encouraged trade between the Mediterranean world and * Indo-Greeks were a hybrid civilization formed through interaction between Greeks
India. and Indians.

Introduction

Trade and Economy
» They facilitated the flow of Indian goods such as textiles, spices, and precious

* They ruled parts of the Indian subcontinent from around 180 BCE to 10 CE.
stones to the West.

* Indo-Greek art and architecture showcased a fusion of Greek and Indian styles.
* Internal conflicts and pressure from other regional powers led to the decline of the ) , i ) . ,
Indo-Greek kingdom. * Greek sculptures influenced by Buddhist and Hindu ideals can be seen in their
artwork.

* By the 1st century CE, they were gradually absorbed by the expanding Indian

empires.

* Indo-Greek rulers initially established their power in the Northwest regions of the

Indo-Greeks Political S . Indian subcontinent.
* Indo-Greeks played a significant role in the transmission of Greek culture to the el s e ) o , ) .
East * They sought to maintain control through alliances with local Indian rulers.

« Their influence can be seen in the art, architecture, and trade networks of the
region.

. : * The Indo-Greek rulers adopted many aspects of the Indian administrative system.
Administration

» Some of their coins bear inscriptions in both Greek and Brahmi scripts.

Conclusion: Indo-Greeks were a unique civilization

resulting from the cross-cultural interaction between « Initially, Indo-Greeks practiced Greek polytheistic religion.

Greeks and Indians, leaving a lasting impact on the art, Religion

religion, and trade of the Indian subcontinent.

 Gradually, they adopted elements of Indian religions like Buddhism and Hinduism.




This can lead to higher prices and limited access to essential medications

Companies can charge high prices during the exclusive marketing period

This can result in higher healthcare expenses for individuals and governments

UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

EMRs refer to the legal protection granted to
pharmaceutical companies

EMRs have faced criticism for potentially delaying the entry of generic drugs into the
market

> EMRs may contribute to the rising costs of healthcare Challenges and Controversies

EMRs provide financial incentives to companies for investing in research and
development

Balancing the need for innovation and affordability remains a challenge in the
pharmaceutical industry

EMRs allow the company to recoup their investment and make profits

Exclusive Marketing Rights (EMRs)

Exclusive Marketing Rights (EMRs) incentivize innovation in the pharmaceutical

EMRs encourage the development of new and innovative drugs
industry

rights

EMRs provide companies with exclusive rights to market their products for a certain EMRs can also benefit patients by ensuring availability of new treatments

period

The duration of EMRs and their impact on access to affordable medication is a topic
of debate The duration of EMRs varies between countries
Striking a balance between innovation and affordability is crucial for a sustainable

Duration of EMRs and public health needs
healthcare system.

The duration of EMRs can impact access to affordable generic drugs

Download Ritacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

EMRs aim to incentivize innovation and research in the pharmaceutical industry
EMRs grant the company exclusive rights to market a specific drug or medical device <

EMRs are typically granted after the approval of a new drug by regulatory authorities

Companies are more likely to invest in research if they have exclusive marketing

In some countries, EMRs last for a fixed period of time, usually 5-10 years

Other countries have a flexible duration based on factors like research investment

This prevents other companies from selling the same product

The company has a monopoly over the product during the EMR period

Longer EMR periods can delay the availability of cheaper generic versions
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Intellectual property refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and
artistic works, designs, and symbols.

Counterfeiting and piracy undermine the value of intellectual property by producing Definition and Importance It includes patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets.
and selling unauthorized copies.

Intellectual property plays a crucial role in promoting innovation, creativity, and

Counterfeiting and Piracy
economic growth.

They pose significant economic and reputational losses to the legitimate owners of
intellectual property rights.

Striking a balance between providing access to intellectual property and ensuring Patents give inventors exclusive rights to their inventions for a limited period.

sufficient incentives for creators can be challenging. Patent
i i i atents
. o . . Balancing Access and Incentives Challenges and Controversies They protect novel and non-obvious inventions, granting the inventor the right to
It involves considering public interests, affordability, and the need to promote . . . . ;
. . N prevent others from making, selling, or using the invention.
innovation and creativity.
Harmonizing intellectual property laws globally is complex due to differing legal I:as;rwnigisffgfnCgStlgﬁitévjasrl%gi’rzg(:h as logos or brand names, that identify goods
systems and cultural perspectives. > Trademarks P '
International Harmonization ) : . : e
Achieving international cooperation and coordination is crucial to effectively protect , They protect the reputation and quality associated with a specific brand.
intellectual property rights. p ol Copyrights protect original works of authorship, including literary, artistic, musical,
< . and dramatic works.
Copyrights
The digital age brings new challenges and opportunities for intellectual property Intellectual Prope rty They give creators exclusive rights to reproduce, distribute, and display their works.

Trade secrets are confidential business information, such as formulas, processes, or
customer lists.

protection.
Digital Transformation and Intellectual Property

Electronic storage, sharing, and reproduction of works require innovative
approaches to safeguard creators' rights.

Trade Secrets
They provide a competitive advantage to companies that keep them secret.

Increasingly, businesses are embracing open innovation and collaborative models

that involve sharing intellectual property.
Intellectual property protection incentivizes inventors, artists, and authors to create

and share their ideas and works.

Open Innovation and Collaborative Models
It allows for synergies, knowledge exchange, and accelerated innovation in a

globalized world. Encourages Innovation and Creativity

Future Trends and Outlook

It provides a legal framework that rewards innovation and encourages further
advancements.

Advancements in technologies like artificial intelligence, blockchain, and 3D printing

raise new intellectual property concerns.
Intellectual property rights create a conducive environment for businesses to attract

investments and develop new technologies.

Emerging Technologies and Intellectual Property
Developing appropriate legal frameworks and regulations becomes crucial to

effectively address these challenges. Facilitates Economic Development

It stimulates economic growth by fostering competition, job creation, and market

Balancing the interests of developed and developing nations in intellectual property expansion.

protection is a pressing issue.
Balancing Global Interests
Ensuring equitable access to knowledge while encouraging innovation remains a

major global challenge.

Benefits of Intellectual Property Protection

Intellectual property safeguards cultural expressions, preserving traditional

knowledge, and heritage.
Preserves Cultural Heritage
It ensures the recognition and protection of indigenous communities' cultural and

artistic traditions.

Intellectual property protects against unauthorized copying or imitation, promoting
fair competition in the marketplace.

Supports Fair Competition
It encourages businesses to differentiate their products or services and compete

based on quality and innovation.
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Introduction

Stimulating innovation and research. Patents (Amendment) Act, 2005 aims to make amendments to the existing patent laws

) L in order to enhance protection and promote innovation.
Attracting foreign investment.

Promoting technology transfer.

. The main objective of the Patents (Amendment) Act, 2005 is to align India's patent

Facilitating access to essential medicines. 'S\ system with international standards and comply with the TRIPS agreement.

Impact and Implications

Fostering economic growth and development.

Strengthening intellectual property rights protection.

This change aims to encourage investments in the pharmaceutical sector and

P ate nts ( Am en dm e nt) Act, 200 5 Introduction of product patents for pharmaceutical substances. promote research and development.

The Act expands the scope of patentable inventions, including biotechnology and
computer-related inventions.

Enhancing India's position in global intellectual property landscape.

Expansion of patentable subject matter.

The Patents (Amendment) Act, 2005 represents a significant milestone in India's
intellectual property framework, bringing it in line with international standards and

The Act provides stronger protection for patent holders against infringement and
promoting innovation and economic growth.

Increased protection for patent holders. unauthorized use of their inventions.

The Act introduces various measures to simplify and expedite the patent application

Streamiined patent application process. process, including the establishment of a fast-track mechanism.

Key Amendments

The Act imposes stricter disclosure requirements, ensuring that patent applicants

Enhanced disclosure requirements. provide sufficient information about their inventions.

The Act includes provisions for granting compulsory licenses in certain
circumstances, such as public health emergencies, ensuring access to essential
medicines.

Compulsory licensing provisions.

The Act establishes an appellate board to handle appeals and disputes related to

Establishment of appellate board. patent applications and infringement cases.

The Act aligns India's patent system with international standards, enhancing the

Harmonization with international standards. \ e . .
country's position in global intellectual property rights.
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TRIPS stands for "Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights"

Part of the agreements administered by the World Trade Organization (WTO)
Background
Adopted in 1994 during the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations

Developing countries given additional time to implement certain obligations

Transitional Arrangements Aims to harmonize and establish minimum standards for intellectual property (IP)

Special Provisions protection worldwide

Optional exceptions and limitations to IP rights for public health, education, etc. Flexibilities

Provide a framework for the protection and enforcement of IP rights

Settlement of disputes through WTO's dispute settlement mechanism .
Dispute Settlement \ Promote innovation, creativity, and technological advancement
Consultations, panels, and Appellate Body review TRIPS Ag reeme nt

National Treatment

Obligation to treat foreign IP rights equally to domestic IP rights
Increased global IP protection and enforcement

Protection of literary and artistic works for a certain period
Balancing IP rights with public interests and development objectives Copyrights {

Impact and Challenges Exclusive rights to reproduction, distribution, and adaptation

Protection of inventions for a limited time
Minimum Standards of Protection Patents <
Exclusive rights to make, use, and sell the invention

Controversies over access to essential medicines, agricultural innovations, etc.

Ongoing negotiations for further IP-related issues under the TRIPS Agreement o
Key Provisions

Protection of distinctive signs used to identify goods and services
Trademarks {
Exclusive rights to prevent unauthorized use
Establishment of effective legal remedies and procedures for IP infringement
Enforcement Civil and criminal enforcement measures

Border measures to prevent counterfeit and pirated goods from entering commerce
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The truth of suffering

The truth of the cause of suffering

The Four Noble Truths

Avoiding harm to oneself and others The truth of the end of suffering

Cultivating compassion and empathy towards all beings The truth of the path to the end of suffering

The ethic of non-violence

Practicing non-violence leads to inner peace and harmony in society
Ahimsa, or non-violence, is a core value in Buddhist teachings Everything is constantly changing

Attachment to impermanent things leads to suffering

The concept of impermanence

Recognizing the interconnection of all phenomena Recognizing impermanence can lead to liberation

Understanding that nothing exists independently or in isolation

Embracing the interdependent nature of existence leads to compassion and The principle of interdependence PhllOSOphlcaI p"nCIpl_es emphaSIZEd by
interconnectedness Buddhism

Pratitya-samutpada, or dependent origination, reveals the interconnectedness of all
things

Anicca, or the impermanence of all phenomena, is a fundamental truth

The self is not a fixed, permanent entity

o There is no inherent, unchanging self
The principle of non-self

Understanding non-self leads to freedom from attachments and suffering

Seeking freedom from suffering and dissatisfaction Anatta, or the absence of a permanent self, is a cornerstone of Buddhist philosophy

Striving for awakening and enlightenment

The pursuit of liberation

Cultivating awareness of the present moment

Letting go of attachments and cravings leads to liberation

Nirvana, the ultimate goal, is the state of liberation from suffering and rebirth Observing thoughts, feelings, and sensations without judgement

The practice of mindfulness

Developing a deeper understanding of the nature of reality

Mindfulness enhances clarity, calmness, and insight
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Restored access to international financial markets

Boosted investor confidence Impact of Being Removed from the Grey List

Improved reputation in combating money laundering and terrorist financing
FATF - Financial Action Task Force

Definition and Purpose

Grey List - List of countries not effectively implementing anti-money laundering
measures

Strengthening legal and regulatory frameworks

Aim to prevent money laundering and terrorist financing
Improving enforcement mechanisms

Strategies to Get Off the Grey List

Enhancing international cooperation ] o
Implementing legal and institutional framework

Demonstrating sustained efforts and progress

FATF Grey List Requirements for Countries on the Grey List Enhancing transparency and cooperation

Establishing efficient systems for reporting suspicious transactions
Subject to increased monitoring by the FATF

Required to take actions to address identified deficiencies Countries on the Grey List

Restricted access to international financial markets
Examples include Pakistan, Iran, and Syria . . L
Consequences of being on the Grey List Decreased foreign investments

Increased scrutiny from global financial institutions
Initial identification of countries for evaluation

Assessing the effectiveness of anti-money laundering measures Mutual Evaluation Reports (MER) Process of Evaluation

Compliance with a specific set of criteria

DownloackRiiacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests
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International organization
Financial Action Task Force <
Sets global standards

Develops policies and best practices Established in 1989

Assesses countries' efforts Role of FATF in countering terrorist financing

Provides guidance and support to member states Combat money laundering

Objectives of FATF

Counter terrorist financing

Encourages international cooperation

Develops and promotes policies

Enhances financial system integrity Global impact of FATF FATF

Strengthens global security measures Conducts assessments

How does FATF work

Identifies jurisdictions with deficiencies

Jurisdictional disparities Provides recommendations and assistance

Emerging technologies and virtual assets

Challenges faced by FATF

Adaptation to evolving money laundering and terrorist financing methods Sets standards and guidelines

Balancing privacy and transparency Role of FATF in combating money laundering Evaluates country compliance

Issues mutual evaluation reports
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Ruled from 815 to 877

Prominent ruler in the Deccan region
Son of King Govinda llI <
Expanded the kingdom's borders

Defeated the Pallavas
Conquered many kingdoms <
Annexed parts of the Chalukya kingdom

Encouraged the growth of Sanskrit literature
Patron of arts and literature <
Supported scholars and poets Initiated the compilation of the vachanas

King of Rashtrakuta Dynasty

Famous for the construction of the Amruteshwara temple

Constructed many temples and structures <
Amog havarsha | Developed the city of Manyakheta as his capital

Strengthened the Rashtrakuta Empire

Divided the kingdom into numerous provinces

Established a strong administration {
Appointed capable administrators

Contributed to the cultural and intellectual growth of the empire

Download Ruacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests



Introduction to foam formation phenomenon in River waters in India
Industrial waste discharge containing chemicals and detergents
Agricultural runoff carrying fertilizers and pesticides

Causes of foam formation
Sewage and domestic waste disposal in rivers
Presence of excessive organic matter and algal blooms
Environmental pollution and degradation of water quality

Effects of foam formation Harming aquatic life and disrupting aquatic ecosystems
Negative impacts on human health and livelihoods

Water turbulence and flow velocity

Formation of foam in River waters in India Foam formation Temperature and pH levels of the river water

Factors influencing foam formation
Concentration of pollutants and organic matter
River water mixing and aeration
Implementation of strict regulations on industrial and agricultural waste disposal
Improvement of sewage treatment plants and waste management systems
Steps taken to address foam formation
Promotion of public awareness and education on water pollution
Monitoring and testing of water quality regularly

Efforts taken in major Indian rivers to reduce foam formation

Use of bio-remediation techniques to restore water quality

Successful case studies on foam reduction
Collaboration between government, NGOs, and local communities

Positive outcomes and lessons learned from these initiatives



National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)

Objective: To clean and rejuvenate the Ganga River

|
[
|
|

Focus on comprehensive planning and management of the river basin

1. Ganga River Basin Management Plan (GRBMP
g g ( ) { Includes pollution control measures, treatment of municipal wastewater, solid waste

management, and conservation of biodiversity

Plantation of trees along the river banks to prevent soil erosion and maintain

2. Afforestation .
ecological balance

Imposition of strict regulations on industries to control discharge of pollutants into the
river

3. Industrial Effluent Management
Encouragement of cleaner production techniques and adoption of green

technologies

IS Regular removal of floating solid waste and debris from the river surface
4. River Surface Cleaning Deployment of trash skimmers and mechanized cleaning boats
Emphasis on waste segregation and proper disposal mechanisms
Restoration and development of ghats (riverfront steps) to enhance their aesthetic
\ : value and cultural significance
5. Conservation of Ghats and River Fronts
Construction of public facilities and amenities along the riverfronts
Preservation and restoration of aquatic and riparian habitats
6. Biodiversity Conservation {
Conservation of endangered species like Gangetic dolphins and Gharials
1. Formulation of Ganga River Basin Authority (GRBA) Body responsible for overall planning, coordination, and monitoring of projects
. _ Joint efforts to implement various initiatives and projects
Implementation 2. Collaboration with Central and State Governments {

Allocation of funds for the mission's activities
Involvement of local communities in the decision-making process
3. Engagement of Local Communities and NGOs {
Participation of NGOs in awareness campaigns and implementation of projects
Financial assistance provided by the World Bank
1. National Ganga River Basin Project (NGRBP) {
< Focus on infrastructure development for sewerage and wastewater treatment
Funding

Contributions from various industries as part of Corporate Social Responsibility

2. Pollution Abatement Fund (PAF) < (CSR)

Utilized for pollution control measures and conservation activities
Regulation and monitoring of industrial effluents
1. Industrial Pollution <
Encouragement of sustainable industrial practices
Provision of adequate sewage treatment facilities
2. Municipal Wastewater Management {

Promotion of decentralized wastewater treatment systems

Promotion of organic farming practices

Challenges 3. Changing Agricultural Practices {

Reduction in the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides
Prevention and removal of encroachments along the river and its tributaries
4. Encroachment and lllegal Construction {
Strict enforcement of building regulations to prevent illegal construction near the river
Conducting awareness campaigns to educate the public about the importance of
) s clean Ganga
5. Lack of Awareness and Public Participation
Encouraging active participation of citizens in the mission's activities
Reduction in pollution levels and presence of harmful bacteria and chemicals
Improved Water Quality <

Increased availability of clean water for various uses

1
Restoration of aquatic and riparian habitats
2. Enhanced Biodiversity and Ecological Balance {
Protection of endangered species and their habitats
Benefits
Tourism promotion and increased economic opportunities for local communities

3. Socio-economic Development {
Improved public health and quality of life for communities dependent on the river

Conservation of historical and cultural sites along the river
4. Cultural and Spiritual Significance {
Preservation of the Ganga's spiritual importance to millions of people.
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He was originally a Turkic slave

He rose to power and established the Ghaznavid Empire in present-day Afghanistan
and Pakistan

He was a capable military commander
Mahmud is known as one of the greatest Ghaznavid rulers
He expanded the empire through numerous military campaigns

Sabuktigin's son, Mahmud, succeeded him in 998
He raided and plundered wealth from India

He was a patron of the arts, literature, and architecture He established a great library in Ghazni

It maintained control over a vast territory

Ghaznavids rulers Sabuktigin founded the Ghaznavid dynasty in 977

It had a powerful cavalry and a well-organized army
The Ghaznavid Empire had a strong military and administrative system

The empire was divided into provinces, each ruled by a governor
The governors were appointed by the ruler and had considerable autonomy
Internal conflicts and succession disputes weakened the empire
The Ghaznavid Empire declined after Mahmud's death in 1030 <
It faced increasing pressure from the Seljuk Turks and other neighboring powers

The empire was annexed by the Ghurids, a Persianate dynasty

The Ghaznavid dynasty came to an end in 1186 <
The Ghaznavids left a significant cultural and architectural legacy in the region
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Role of Ghurids and Delhi Sultans
} Battles and Campaigns
Rajput resistance and alliances

King Prithviraj Chauhan of Delhi . .
} Regional Resistance Conflict and Resistance
Rajput states and regional Hindu kingdoms

Impact on monastic institutions
> Buddhist and Jain Response
Preservation of Buddhist and Jain traditions

Introduction

Turkish Conquest of North India

Mamluk Dynasty and Slave Sultans
> Consolidation of Muslim rule
Firuz Shah Tughlag's reign

Syncretism and adaptation
} Integration of Indian culture
Influence on Indian music and literature

Impact on Hindu society
} Political and Social Changes
Sultanate's control over trade and economy

Legacy and Continuity

Download Ritacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

Arrival of Turkic rulers in North India

Consolidation of Turkic power in Delhi

Political Changes

Cultural Changes

Establishment of Delhi Sultanate
Turkic ruling class
Centralized administration

Introduction of Islamic practices and beliefs

Spread of Islam
Construction of mosques and madrasas

Adoption of Persian language

Persian Influence
Integration of Persian culture

Synthesis of Indian and Islamic styles

Architecture and Art
Construction of monumental buildings
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Constitution as the supreme law of the land

The Indian constitution and its significance
France, Germany, and Turkey

Guarantees fundamental rights and promotes social justice
Backg round and context Article 44 as a directive principle
> Examples of countries with uniform civil codes
Achieving legal harmonization and societal cohesion

Multicultural and multi-religious society
Diversity and pluralism in India <

Different personal laws for various religious communities

Balancing individual rights with diversity

International perspectives on uniform civil codes
> Challenges and lessons from global experiences
Sensitivity towards cultural and religious norms

Gender equality and women's rights
>— Social and legal implications
Harmonization of personal laws and divorce laws

Interpretation and application of uniform laws

Promoting national integration and unity
Purpose and objective of UCC

Ensuring equality and justice for all

Addressing personal laws and practices
Provision for a common civil code

. . . . . Unified law applicable to all citizens

Article 44 of the Indian constitution: .

Co . . A F 1 - - . . P Resistance from various communities and religious groups

} Role of the judiciary in UCC implementation Potential impact of implementing UCC in India Uniform Civil Code Controversies and debates surrounding UCC JIOHs 9o
Balance between personal freedoms and constitutional rights
Education and understanding of UCC provisions
} Importance of public awareness and dialogue
Promoting inclusive discussions and debates

Concerns about encroaching upon religious freedom

Historical efforts and legal initiatives
Attempts and challenges in implementing UCC

Striving towards a more inclusive and egalitarian India

Complexities and difficulties in achieving consensus
} Article 44 as a call for societal reform
Balancing the demands of personal beliefs and common civil rights.

Equality before the law for all citizens
Advocates of UCC <

Modernizing and progressing towards a secular society

Protecting cultural and religious diversity
Opponents of UCC <
Preserving personal laws and traditions

Public opinions and arguments regarding UCC

Balancing individual rights with community interests
Need for a balanced and inclusive approach <
Dewnload Ritacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

Ensuring respect for diverse beliefs and practices



They advocate for the protection and improvement of
public health and provide for measures to prevent the
exploitation of workers.

The Directive Principles also focus on the promotion of
cottage industries and the protection of monuments
and places of historical importance.

They envision a society where there is equal pay for
equal work and the promotion of the welfare of women
and children.

The principles also stress on the need for the
protection and improvement of the environment.

Additionally, they encourage the promotion of
international peace and security.

The Directive Principles of State Policy play a vital role
in shaping the policies and programs of the
government.

They guide the government in making decisions that

benefit the overall development of the society.

These principles reflect the aspirations and goals of
the Indian Constitution towards creating a just and
inclusive society.
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Part IV of the Indian Constitution is
dedicated to the Directive Principles of
State Policy.
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The Directive Principles of State Policy provide
guidelines for the government in the enactment of laws
and policies.

These principles aim to establish social and economic
democracy in India.

They lay down the framework for a welfare state and
promote the welfare of the people.

The Directive Principles of State Policy are not
enforceable in a court of law but are fundamental in the
governance of the country.

They encourage the government to work towards the

welfare of the people and realize the ideals of justice,
equality, and fraternity.

The principles cover various aspects such as social
justice, economic equality, agriculture, health,
education, and protection of the environment.

The Directive Principles direct the state to secure a just
and humane work environment for the citizens.

They emphasize the eradication of poverty and the
improvement of the standard of living of the people.

The principles emphasize the promotion of education
and equal opportunities for all.




Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
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Definition: A proposal to replace personal laws based
on religious scriptures with a common set of civil laws
applicable to all citizens in India

Conclusion: The implementation of a Uniform Civil

Code in India remains a complex and contentious
issue, with both practical and ideological challenges
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History: The idea of a UCC was first mooted during the framing of the Indian
Constitution

Personal Laws: Currently, India has separate personal laws for different religious
communities

Need for UCC: Supporters argue that a UCC is essential for national integration and
ensuring fundamental rights for all citizens

Challenges: Implementing UCC faces several challenges due to religious sensitivities
and political considerations

International Examples: Several countries, including France and Turkey, have
implemented a unified civil code

Public Discourse: UCC continues to be a subject of national debate with opinions
divided among different sections of society

AN O N AT AN A

Objective: To promote gender equality, secularism, and social justice
Controversies: UCC has faced strong opposition from various religious groups

Muslim Personal Law: Governed by Sharia, it has been a subject of debate and
critique for its treatment of women

Hindu Personal Law: Based on various ancient Hindu texts, it has also been criticized
for gender bias

Christian and Sikh Personal Laws: Governed by their respective religious scriptures,
they have their own unique provisions

Gender Equality: UCC can provide equal rights and protection to all genders,
irrespective of religious affiliation

Social Cohesion: A common civil code can promote harmony and unity among
diverse religious communities

Secularism: UCC can uphold the principle of secularism by treating all citizens
equally before the law

Opposition from Religious Groups: Some fear that UCC may dilute cultural and
religious identities of minority communities

Political Resistance: Many politicians avoid taking a stand on UCC due to its
controversial nature and fear of losing votes

Legal Complexity: Formulating a comprehensive UCC that accommodates various
personal laws can be a complicated task

France: Known for its strong secularism, France implemented a civil code that
governs all aspects of personal law

Turkey: As part of its modernization efforts, Turkey adopted a civil code based on
Swiss and German models

Advocates for UCC: Progressive individuals and organizations emphasize the
importance of a common civil code for a just society

Critics of UCC: Religious conservatives and some feminist groups raise concerns
about potential infringement on personal beliefs and traditions
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One of the largest and most prominent archaeological sites of the Indus Valley
) ) Civilization
Located in Gujarat
Flourished around 2500 BCE

Divided into three parts — the Citadel, the Middle Town, and the Lower Town
Well-planned city < Elaborate water conservation and storage systems

Constructed using sophisticated engineering techniques <
Advanced sewage and drainage networks

Highest point of the city

. . . . Citadel Houses important public structures and administrative buildings
Ancient city in India

Reservoirs and step wells for water storage
Residential area

Extensive excavation and research conducted
Middle Town Well-laid out streets and houses

Importance for historians and archaeologists
Presence of marketplace, workshops, and craft areas

Understanding the life and culture of ancient civilizations

Preservation and conservation initiatives in place to protect the site ]
Largest part of the city

Dholavira
Houses for the common people
Draw of history and archaeology enthusiasts - Lower Town
Numerous private and public buildings
UNESCO World Heritage Site Tourist attraction
Gateway to external trade
Visited by people from around the world
Numerous artifacts and relics discovered at the site Pottery, sculptures, seals, jewelry, and tools

Provides insights into urban planning, architecture, and development
Significance in studying the Indus Valley Civilization
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Cultivation of wheat, barley, and pulses Northwestern Rajasthan, India
o S } Agriculture
Sophisticated irrigation systems On the banks of the Ghaggar River

Evidence of trade with Mesopotamia and Central Asia
} Trade and Craftsmanship

Skilled craftsmanship in pottery, metallurgy, and jewelry One of the major Indus Valley Civilizations sites

Flourished from 2500 BCE to 1750 BCE
Unique pottery styles and designs Discovered and excavated in the 1960s

Figurines and sculptures depicting animals and humans Art and Culture Kalibangan Excavations revealed a well-planned urban settlement

Use of seals for administrative and commercial purposes

Citadel located on high ground
Citadel and Lower Town <

Possible reasons for decline include changes in the river's course and ecological Lower Town surrounded by fortified walls

factors

Houses made of sun-dried mud bricks
Abandoned around 1750 BCE

. . Residential Areas Houses built around courtyards
The site remains an important archaeological site today. Architecture and Urban Plannin g

Complex drainage system

"The Great Hall" - a large hall with fire altars

Ceremonial and Public Buildings Granaries for storage of grains

Bathing platforms and sanitary systems
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Social organization

Economic activities Insight into ancient life and civilization

Trade network

Around 150 kilometers northwest of Delhi
Located in Haryana state < _
Ancient Indus Valley civilization site in India One of the largest Indus Valley sites
Discovered in 1963 by Archaeological Survey of India

Provides understanding of the Indus script Cultural S|gmflcance

Similarities in cultural practices and traditions

} Connection with contemporary communities
Genetic connections with modern populations

Rakhigarhi

y Evidence of Harappan culture Believed to be a major Harappan city

Protected site under the Archaeological Survey of India Flourished between 3000 BCE and 1500 BCE One of the earliest urban settlements in the world

Ongoing excavations to uncover more information Well-planned grid layout of streets and houses

Current state of Rakhigarhi

Potential UNESCO World Heritage Site candidate Advanced drainage system

Excavations reveal

Efforts to preserve and promote Rakhigarhi's heritage Presence of citadel and lower town

Artifacts like pottery, jewelry, tools, etc.
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Location: Punjab, India

Industrial hub of Punjab

Manufacturing and industrial units

F the 11th cent
Promotes economic growth and employment opportunities ounded around the centry
Historically known as Rupnagar
Popular tourist destination Capital of the Sikh Empire under Maharaja Ranijit Singh

Ropar Wetland attracts birdwatchers and nature lovers

L I . Rich cultural heritage
Historical sites like Gurudwara Bhatta Sahib and Jateshwar Mahadev Temple

Home to numerous historical monuments
Well-connected by road and rail Blend of Punjabi and Sikh traditions

Ropar railway station links it to major cities Transportation:

. . , , Ropar is home to various educational institutions
State highways and national highways provide easy access

[IT Ropar is one of the premier engineering institutes in India

Promotes education and research in various fields
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ICAR establishes and accredits NAUs in India

Promote higher education in agricultural sciences and related fields

Offer undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral programs in agriculture, veterinary, National Agricultural Universities (NAUs)

fisheries, and allied subjects

Facilitate research and extension activities to support agriculture development at the
grassroots level

Established in 1929

ICAR focuses on developing improved crop varieties and hybrids

Conducts research on crop genetics, breeding, and biotechnology
Crop Improvement and Production

Apex body for coordinating, guiding, and managing
agricultural research and education in India

Implements various crop production strategies to enhance yield and quality

Emphasis on integrated pest management, nutrient management, and sustainable
agricultural practices

Under the Department of Agricultural Research and

ICAR undertakes research and development in livestock and fisheries sectors
Education, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare

Works to improve livestock breeds for increased productivity . . .
Livestock and Fisheries

Promotes scientific fish farming techniques and sustainable aquaculture practices

Conducts research on animal nutrition, health, and disease management

. . . Governed by the Society Registration Act, 1860
Indian Council of Agricultural Research Y it

ICAR disseminates knowledge and technologies to farmers through agricultural (ICAR)
extension programs

Aims to develop and promote technologies for

Conducts training programs, workshops, and seminars for farmers and extension
workers Agricultural Extension
Facilitates transfer of technology from research institutes to farmers

sustainable agricultural production

Promotes farmer-centric approaches for sustainable agriculture and income

generation Provides accreditation to agricultural universities in

India

ICAR collaborates with global institutions and organizations

Participates in international forums and conferences ICAR operates numerous research institutes across the country

International Collaborations

Specialized institutes for various agricultural disciplines, including crops, horticulture,
animal sciences, fisheries, and more

Shares research findings, technologies, and best practices with other countries

Contributes to global agricultural research and development initiatives Research Institutes

Conducts research to address challenges and improve agricultural productivity and
sustainability

ICAR provides policy inputs and advice to the government on agricultural matters Collaborates with international organizations and foreign institutions for research and
L . . . - development
Assists in formulating national agricultural policies and programs

Policy Formulation and Advisory Services

Offers expert consultations and advisory services on various agricultural issues

Acts as a platform for interaction between farmers, scientists, policymakers, and
industry stakeholders
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Treats organic waste from households and markets

} Municipal waste management
Reduces the burden on waste management systems

Converts crop residues into compost
> Agricultural waste management
Enhances soil fertility and reduces burning of residues

Breaks down organic materials into simpler compounds

Applications of Pusa Decomposer

Uses microbial decomposition to convert organic waste <

! Accelerates the decomposition process
Organic waste treatment technology

Minimizes the need for landfill space
Reduces the volume of organic waste <
Saves transportation costs for disposal
Improved waste management practices

> Implementation in various cities and villages
Reduced pollution and improved sanitation

Microbes consume organic matter
Microbes inoculated into the waste {

Release enzymes that break down complex compounds
How Pusa Decomposer works

Temperature, moisture, pH

Increased agricultural productivity Success stories and case studies

Pusa Decomposer

Income generation opportunities through compost and biogas sales Positive impact on rural communities Dependent on suitable environmental conditions <
Optimal conditions enhance microbial activity
Improved overall quality of life

Minimizes methane emissions from landfills
Expanding into more cities and regions
} Scaling up implementation

Environmentally friendly waste treatment method <
Collaborations with government and private sectors

Reduces groundwater contamination

Fine-tuning microbial formulations

Requires minimal infrastructure

Benefits of Pusa Decomposer
} Research and development for process optimization

. Low-cost and sustainable solution <
Future prospects and potential advancements

Utilizes locally available resources
Assessing efficiency and cost-effectiveness
Combined approaches for holistic waste treatment

Produces nutrient-rich compost
} Integration with other waste management technologies

Creates opportunities for resource recovery <
Promoting circular economy principles

Generates biogas for energy generation
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Developed independently over centuries.
Isolated and unique language. <
Strong ties to the Aoling culture.

Reflects Aoling tribe's identity and heritage. The |anguage spoken by the AoIing tribe.
> Key cultural element.

Passed down through generations. Spoken in the Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh, India.

Importance and preservation.

Documenting and recording Aolingmonyu.

Teaching the language in local schools. Preservation efforts. o Words formed by combining root words and affixes.
Agglutinative language.

Promoting community pride in the language. Allows for highly specific expression.

Grammar and structure.

AOIlngmonyu Different from English's subject-verb-object order.
Subject-object-verb word order. { _ _
Influence of dominant languages. Reflects Aolingmonyu's unique syntax.
> Threats to the language's survival.
Decreasing number of native speakers.
Efforts to revitalize Aolingmonyu. Future challenges and prospects. Rioh vocabuary < Includes words for specific cultural concepts.

Reflects Aoling tribe's traditional way of life.

Includes complex consonant clusters.
Unique phonetics. <
Challenging for non-native speakers to pronounce.

Increasing interest in indigenous languages. Potential for revitalization.

Vocabulary and phonetics.

Importance of language in cultural preservation.
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Known for their headhunting practices in the past
Live in the Mon district <
Skilled in agriculture and handicrafts

Indigenous tribe from Nagaland, India

Cultivation of rice, millet, and vegetables Primarily agricultural-based economy

Identify themselves as descendants of Noah
Skilled in weaving and crafting traditional attire

Handicrafts include bamboo crafts, wood carving, and pottery

Belongs to the Sino-Tibetan language family Specifically the Konyak subgroup

Language

Uses its own script called the Konyak script Somewhat similar to the Tai script

Animistic beliefs and ancestor worship

Believe in the existence of spirits and supernatural beings Religious beliefs

Konyaks

Rich oral tradition of folktales, myths, and legends
Perform rituals and ceremonies to appease the spirits

Culture and traditions Traditional dress includes various accessories and headdresses Headgear made of straw and boar tusks

Celebrate various festivals throughout the year Aoleang Monyu festival is the most important

Cultural preservation and promotion

Efforts to improve infrastructure and connectivity Education and socio-economic development Contemporary issues and challenges

Each clan has its own distinct name and traditions

Society organized into different clans

Envi tal tion t tai icult d livelihood -
nvironmental conservation to sustain agriculture and livelihoods cooalEtmciuraandicustonme Maintain a strong sense of community and kinship

Matrilineal inheritance followed in some areas
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NGT's authority to hear cases related to environmental issues
Jurisdiction and powers of NGT NGT's power to issue directions and orders

The role of NGT in environmental matters NGT's power to enforce its decisions

Appointment of NGT members

Composition and functioning of NGT <
The working of NGT benches

NGT's contribution in resolving environmental disputes

Introduction to NGT

Impact and importance of NGT NGT's role in protecting and conserving the environment

Partnership with government bodies and agencies NGT's influence on policy-making and decision-making processes

NGT's collaboration with other organizations and

NGO involvement and support for NGT's initiatives Overburdened caseload and delays in delivering justice

stakeholders

International collaborations and exchange of knowledge Challenges faced by NGT Limited resources and infrastructure

National Green Tribunal (NGT) Coordination with other authorities and agencies

Improving efficiency and effectiveness of NGT's functioning

Strengthening the legal framework and support for NGT Future prospects and recommendations for NGT Cases related to air pollution and industrial waste

Enhancing public awareness and participation in environmental issues NGT's landmark judgments and their impact Cases related to water pollution and river conservation

Cases related to deforestation and biodiversity conservation

Significant rulings and cases handled by NGT

NGT's intervention in specific cases and its outcomes

NGT's role in tackling environmental issues at the regional and national level {
NGT's efforts in promoting sustainable development
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Originates from Trimbakeshwar in Maharashtra
Located in the states of Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and Odisha <
Flows for about 1,465 kilometers before emptying into the Bay of Bengal
Mentioned in ancient Hindu scriptures like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata
Considered sacred by Hindus {

Numerous temples and pilgrimage sites along its banks

Second longest river in India

Government initiatives to control pollution and promote biodiversity conservation Provides irrigation to a large fertile area

Plays a significant role in the agriculture and economy of the region <

Awareness campaigns and community participation in river cleanup drives Efforts being taken for restoration and conservation Supports the cultivation of crops like paddy, sugarcane, and maize

Restoration of wetlands and river rejuvenation projects underway

Home to several endangered species, including the Gangetic dolphin and the mugger
crocodile

River GOdava ri Rich biodiversity and habitat for various species <
Conclusion: River Godavari's significance lies in its ) |
religious, agricultural, and ecological importance, but it

faces chaIIenges that require collective efforts for its Increasing pollution due to industrial and agricultural waste
conservation. Deforestation and soil erosion leading to siltation and reduced water flow

Provides a breeding ground for many migratory birds

Encroachment and construction of dams impacting the river's natural flow
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Itis considered a holy river by the Hindus.

The famous Vijayawada Kanaka Durga Temple is situated on the Indrakeeladri Hill The source of the river is near Mahabaleshwar.
} Many temples and pilgrimage sites are located along its banks. The Krishna River is also significant in Hindu The river originates from the Western Ghats. { It flows through the states of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and
Amaravati, an ancient Buddhist site, is also situated along the river. myth ology and culture It i . ’ ’ ’
. is one of the longest rivers. Telangana.

The epic Mahabharata mentions the river Krishna. The river has a length of approximately 1,300 kilometers.

} The river is associated with several legends and stories.

The river is said to have played a crucial role in the life of Lord Krishna.

The river basin covers an area of about 258,948 square kilometers.

River Krishna is a major river in Southern

! The Krishna River basin is one of the largest in India.
India.

Vijayawada and Hyderabad are located along the banks of the river.

Pollution from industrial and domestic sources is a major concern. The Krishna River faces various environmental

It is home to numerous important cities and towns. {
Deforestation and sand mining along the riverbanks contribute to erosion. chaIIenges.

Many maijor irrigation projects have been implemented in the basin.

Several organizations and government initiatives are working towards river The river p| ays a vital role in the agricu Iture and It is an important source of irrigation water for the surrounding farmlands.
rejuvenation. P -

J E.fforts are being made to protect and conserve the economy of the region. The river supports various crops, including paddy, sugarcane, and cotton.
Awareness campaigns are conducted to educate people about the importance of the river.
river.
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Flows through the states of Odisha and Madhya Pradesh < Covers an area of about 141,600 square kilometers
Forms a major river basin <
Considered the lifeline of Odisha and Chhattisgarh

Criginates in the state of Chhattisgarh

Consists of highlands and forests
Upper Mahanadi Basin <
Important for agriculture and wildlife

Dominated by plains and agriculture
Divided into three main sections Middle Mahanadi Basin <
Supports a dense population

Forms a delta near the Bay of Bengal
Lower Mahanadi Basin <
Important for fishing and navigation

One of the major rivers in India

Built across the river in Odisha
Hirakud Dam One of the longest dams in the world

) ) ) ) Known for its dams and irrigation projects Provides water for irrigation and hydroelectric power generation
Focus on reducing pollution and promoting sustainable development Conservation efforts and awareness programs are

Initiatives to restore the river's ecosystem and protect its biodiversity being implemented

Other dams include the Rengali Dam and the Indira Sagar Dam

River Mahanadi

Enables transportation of goods and people along the river

Launched as a national waterway in 2008 <
Facilitates economic development in the region

Faces challen ges su ch as po"ution and dam-induced Industrial and agricultural pollution affects the water quality
i onstruction of dams has resulted in the displacement of local communities
displacement C f dams h lted in the displ f local
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The polluted Yamuna River negatively affects the flora and fauna in and around its

basin.
Environmental Impact
It has led to the depletion of aquatic life and affected the livelihoods of communities

dependent on the river. The River Yamuna is located in northern India.

Efforts are being made to improve the riverfront and restore the Yamuna's ecological

balance.

. The River Yamuna is approximately 1,370 kilometers long.
Riverfront Development PP g °

Various initiatives, such as the Yamuna Action Plan, have been implemented to
address the river's pollution and rejuvenation.

The River Yamuna originates from the Yamunotri Glacier in the Himalayas.
The River Yamuna has witnessed the rise and fall of several ancient Indian
civilizations, including the Indus Valley Civilization and the Maurya, Mughal, and
British empires.

L L River Yamuna , | T
Historical Significance Tributari The River Yamuna is fed by various tributaries, including the Tons, Chambal, Betwa,
It has been a witness to many historical events and continues to be a significant utaries and Hindon rivers.

cultural and historical landmark.

The River Yamuna holds great religious significance in Hinduism.
The River Yamuna plays a crucial role in agriculture, providing water for irrigation in

Religious Significance
the surrounding areas.

. It is considered to be the sister river of the Ganges and is worshipped as a goddess.
Economic Importance

It also supports industries and serves as a transportation route for goods.

The River Yamuna faces severe pollution problems, mainly due to the discharge of

untreated sewage and industrial waste.
Despite pollution challenges, the River Yamuna is home to various species of fish,

birds, and aquatic plants. The level of pollution has resulted in the deterioration of water quality and ecosystem

Biodiversity health.

Efforts are being made to conserve and restore the river's biodiversity through
conservation projects and awareness campaigns.
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Flows through the Selwyn Mountains
Located in the Yukon Territory <

Ariver in North America Empties into the Peel River

Offers opportunities for fishing and boating Known for its scenic beauty and picturesque landscapes

Popular destination for outdoor activities
Attracts hikers and nature enthusiasts

Sukapaika River Originates from meltwater in the mountains Feed by glaciers and snowmelt

Sustains vegetation along its banks . - . .
Plays a significant role in the region's ecosystem

Contributes to the overall water resources of the area.

Supports diverse fish populations Home to species like Arctic grayling and northern pike

Provides habitat for a variety of wildlife
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Born in 1486 in Sasaram, Bihar, India.

Constructed the Grand Trunk Road.
Belonged to the Pashtun Sur tribe.

Built numerous sarais (resting places) along the road. Infrastructure Projects
Orphaned at a young age.

Constructed several highways and bridges.
Joined the service of Bahar Khan Lohani.

. Fought against the Mughal Empire.
Military Reforms . :
Sher Shah Surl Rise to Power Defeated Humayun in the Battle of Chausa in 1539.

Established an extensive empire.

Organized a strong and efficient military structure.

Introduced a new system of recruitment and training.

Established a cavalry wing known as the "Niyam-i-Suru."

Died in 1545 during the siege of Kalinjar.
Introduced various administrative and financial reforms.

Considered one of the greatest rulers of medieval India.
Developed an efficient system of governance.

His administrative and military reforms influenced future rulers.

Death and Legacy

Implemented a uniform currency.

Inspired the construction of the Shershah Suri Fort in Bihar.
Organized a postal system.

Remembered as a visionary and progressive leader
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ancient languages in India while also fostering cultural pride and identity. However,
challenges and debates persist, requiring continued efforts to balance tradition and

practicality.

Classical language defined as ancient, rich, and highly systematic

Definition and criteria

Criteria include antiquity, influence, and a body of ancient literature

Government recognition and support

Limited practical usage in modern socie : :
P g y Promotion of classical languages 5 ] . fon throuah educaional insitut
Challenqes and criticisms i . . reservation and promotion through educational institutions
Classical language status in India

Lack of resources and support for preservation efforts

Factors like regional politics and linguistic bias play a role Debate surrounding the inclusion of certain languages

Ancient language with diverse literature and religious texts
Sanskrit <

Preservation and documentation of ancient knowledge Integral to Indian heritage and culture

Ancient Dravidian language with rich literary tradition
Tamil <

Promotes cultural identity and prid ! ! !
romotes cultural identity and pride Examples of classical languages in India

Historic importance in South India

Impact and benefits of classical language status

Facilitates research and scholarly work
Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam, Odia

Boosts tourism and cultural exchange . .
Other recognized classical languages

Considered significant for their contributions to literature and culture
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Classical language of Kerala, a state in South India Oldest known classical language in India

Developed its own script and literature Sacred language of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism

Known for its unique blend of Sanskrit and Dravidian influences Malayalam Rich literature in various genres

Official language of Kerala Influential on numerous languages in the Indian subcontinent

Rich tradition of poetry, drama, and folk songs Basis for the development of regional languages

Language of the ancient Buddhist scriptures One of the oldest classical languages in the world
Preserved the teachings of Gautama Buddha Boasts a vast body of literature spanning over 2,000 years
Sacred language of Theravada Buddhism Significant contributions to various fields like art, literature, and music
Influence on various languages in Southeast Asia Official language of the Indian state of Tamil Nadu
Important for the study of early Buddhism

Recognized as a classical language by the Indian government
Classical languages of India

Collection of Middle Indo-Aryan languages Classical language of South India
Evolved from the ancient Sanskrit Distinguished literary tradition dating back to ancient times
Used as a vernacular in various regions of India Renowned for its rich poetry and drama
Influence on the development of modern Indo-Aryan languages Official language of the Indian states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
Significant in Jain literature and scriptures

Significant influence on other Dravidian languages

. . Classical language spoken in the Indian state of Karnataka
These classical languages of India have played a gHage s

crucial role in shaping the country's literature, Flourished during the Vijayanagara Empire
philosophy, and culture. They continue to be studied, Kannada Noteworthy works in literature, philosophy, and various artistic forms
revered, and celebrated as important facets of India's

. . . . Official language of Karnataka
rich linguistic heritage.

Widely spoken in the state and neighboring regions
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Successfully defended the territories against foreign invasions.
. . Born in 1451 in Afghanistan.
Expanded and consolidated the kingdom. Military achievements

Belonged to a Pashtun tribe.
Defeated the Rajputs and other regional powers.

Grew up in the region of Delhi Sultanate.

Known for his simplicity and directness in governance.

Became the governor of Sirhind under the Sultanate of Delhi.
Overthrown by Ibrahim Lodhi.

Bahlol Lodhi: Ruler of the Lodhi dynasty in Rise to power
India during the 15th century.

Seized the throne in Delhi in 1451 after the death of his predecessor.

Influence of the Lodhi dynasty declined after his death.

Established the Lodhi dynasty in India.
Contributed to the political and cultural landscape of India.

Implemented several administrative and economic reforms.
Ibrahim Lodhi, his successor, continued his policies.

Strengthened the central government.
Influenced the Mughal Empire and subsequent rulers in India.

Reign as a ruler

Impact on future rulers Promoted agriculture and trade.

His reign marked a transition period in Indian history.

Encouraged the growth of arts and culture.
Remembered as a competent and efficient ruler.
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Promoted Indo-Islamic architecture !
Architecture and culture
Patronized Persian and Indian culture
Lodi Dynasty
o . Ruled for nine years
Last indigenous dynasty to rule Delhi Ascended to the throne in 1517 {
. . . Ruled during the decline of the dynasty
Inspired Mughal rulers in terms of governance and military strategy. Influence on subsequent rulers Ibrahim Lodi

End of the Lodi Dynasty
Defeated by Babur in the First Battle of Panipat in 1526 <

Ruled Northern India from 1451 to 1526
Founded by Bahlul Khan Lodi in 1451 <

Consolidated power through military conquests

Afgan origin

Example: Lodi Gardens in Delhi
Fought against the Jaunpur Sultanate and defeated it

Encouraged the flourishing of literature and art

Beginning of the Mughal Empire in India
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nown as ethane-

Used as a coolant and antifreeze
Clear, colorless, odorless liquid {
Commonly found in household products

Used in the production of polyester fibers and resins Essential for the manufacturing of plastic bottles and clothing

Chemical com poun d Can cause severe health problems, including kidney damage and death

Ethylene glycol

Toxic and can be poisonous if ingested <
Ethylene glycol poisoning requires immediate medical attention

Makes it ideal for applications requiring heat transfer and preservation

Has a high boiling point and low vapor pressure <
Commonly used as a heat transfer fluid in automobile engines

Can release flammable vapors and present a fire hazard
Flammable liquid <

Must be handled and stored with caution to prevent accidents
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Born in the late 10th century.

Encouraged art, literature, and architecture.
Belonged to the Ghaznavid dynasty.

Became Sultan of Ghazni in 997.
H eign as a ruler
Mathd Ghaznl 9 Expanded his empire through military conquests.

Conducted multiple invasions of India.

Supported scholars and poets. Patron of the arts

Constructed grand buildings and mosques.

Established cultural and political influence.
Contributed to the spread of Islam in the region.

Remembered as a powerful and ambitious ruler. - .
M|I|tary campaigns Targeted Hindu temples and plundered wealth.

Influenced future dynasties and rulers in South Asia.
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Captured the city of Somnath in 1025.



Conservation projects have been undertaken to protect the temples from

deterioration.

The Archaeological Survey of India plays a crucial role in the preservation of these

temples.

Awareness campaigns and tourism initiatives promote the preservation of Hoysala

temples.

The Chennakesava Temple in Belur is a masterpiece of Hoysala architecture.
The Hoysaleswara Temple in Halebidu is another notable example of Hoysala temples.

The Kesava Temple in Somanathapura is renowned for its intricate carvings.

The temples at Belavadi, Nuggehalli, and Hosaholalu are also famous Hoysala
temples.

The temples served as places of worship and religious ceremonies.
They are important cultural and architectural landmarks of Karnataka, India.
The temples reflect the rich cultural heritage and artistic skills of the Hoysala dynasty.

They attract tourists and art enthusiasts from around the world.

Efforts have been made to preserve and restore the Hoysala temples.

Preservation and restoration of Hoysala temples

UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Famous Hoysala temples

Introduction to Hoysala temples

Architecture of Hoysala temples

Significance of Hoysala temples Hoysala temples

Design elements of Hoysala temples
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Hoysala temples are a prominent architectural style of South India.
They were built by the Hoysala dynasty during the 11th to 14th centuries.

The temples showcase exquisite craftsmanship and intricate carvings.

Hoysala temples are known for their unique and elaborate architectural features.
They are characterized by star-shaped platforms and intricate sculptures.
The temples have intricate carvings of gods, goddesses, and mythological figures.

The outer walls of the temples are adorned with ornate sculptures and friezes.

The temples have a prominent vimana (tower) with multiple layers and intricate
carvings.

The shikara (spire) of the vimana is often adorned with miniature towers called
kalashas.

The temples have a pillared hall called a mandapa for gatherings and rituals.

The mandapa is supported by intricately carved pillars with sculptures of divine
figures.
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Historical background and influences from different regions

Integration of regional elements and artistic expressions

Origins and development

Emergence of the Nagara style in architectural and sculptural practices <
Evolution of the Nagara style in different periods

Shikhara (tower) design and variations

Spread of Nagara traditions to different parts of India
Continuity and adaptations in later periods > Influence and Iegacy Temple structures and their layout Mandapa (hall) and its significance
Impact on subsequent architectural styles
Garbhagriha (sanctum sanctorum) and its architectural elements

Nagara traditions of northern and western Architectural features
India

Influence on neighboring regions and architectural practices

Challenges in maintaining and safeguarding Nagara heritage
Conservation techniques and restoration practices Preservation and conservation efforts

} Institutional initiatives and community participation

Intricate carvings depicting gods, goddesses, and mythical creatures

Sculptural decorations and motifs Iconographic representations and symbolism

Ornamental details and stylistic variations

Promotion of awareness and cultural tourism.
Role of temples as religious and cultural centers
Worship of deities and their associated festivals

Performance of elaborate rituals and ceremonies <
Contributions to the devotional practices of the followers

Ritual practices and religious significance

Sacred sites and their significance

Importance of pilgrimage in the Nagara tradition <
Pilgrimage routes connecting various temples
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Weakening of central authority Indian Dynasty
} Internal conflicts and rebellions
Disputes among regional governors

Attacks by the Pratiharas and the Sena dynasty
> Invasions by foreign powers

> Ultimately conquered by the Muslim rulers

Ruled from the 8th to the 12th century

Dominated the Bengal region

Decline and fall of the dynasty

Emerged in the late 8th century

A local chieftain
Founded by Gopala {
United various regions

Beginning of the Delhi Sultanate

Originated from the Ganges River Valley

End of the Pala dynasty

Pala dynasty

Agriculture and irrigation systems were developed

> Benefited from the fertile region of Bengal Patronized the construction of temples and monasteries

Rice cultivation was important

Connected with Southeast Asia and the Silk Road
> Dominated maritime trade
Exported goods such as textiles, spices, and precious metals

Promoted Buddhism and Hinduism <

Economic prosperity and trade

Encouraged the production of religious texts and scriptures

Known for its distinct style and iconography
Flourishing of the Pala school of art <
Influenced by both Indian and Southeast Asian art

Achievements in the arts and literature

Scholars were sponsored and supported
Preservation of ancient Indian literature <
Manuscripts were collected and preserved
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Criginated in present-day Rajasthan, India.
Continuous invasions by the Rashtrakutas weakened their power. Introduction Ruled from mid-8th century to the 11th century.

Internal conflicts and succession disputes. Decline of the dynasty Significant power in North India during their reign.

Lost control over important regions.

Founded the Pratihara dynasty.
Nagabhata | {
Known for his military victories and conquests.

Succeeded Nagabhata I.
Vatsaraja {
Influenced future Rajput clans in the region. Expanded the Pratihara territory to central India.

Pratiharas played a crucial role in defending North India from foreign invasions.

Pratihara dynasty

Patronized Hinduism and promoted cultural development.

The Pratihara dynasty, from its origins to its decline, left a significant impact on North Bhoia | < Greatly expanded the kingdom's boundaries.
oja

Indian history. Patron of art, literature, and culture.

Peak of power

Further expanded the empire.
Mahendrapala | <
Developed an efficient administrative system.
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Rashtrakuta dynasty left a lasting impact on Indian history
Contributions in the fields of art, architecture, and literature
Influence on subsequent dynasties in the Deccan and beyond

Rashtrakuta dynasty ruled large parts of the Indian subcontinent

Symbol of regional power and cultural advancement in medieval India Introduction Founded by Dantidurga in 753

Lost power in the 10th century Under Dhruva Dharavarsha, the kingdom expanded

Rashtrakuta dynasty Expansion and Power Became a major power in the Deccan region

Successfully resisted invasions from the Chalukyas and Pallavas

Overthrown by the Chalukyas and the rise of the Western Chalukya Empire .
Decline and Successors

Some Rashtrakuta territories continued to exist as vassals

Influence on later dynasties in the Deccan region

Patronized arts, religion, and literature

Flourishing trade with Arab and African countries

Cultural and Architectural Influence Developed a distinct architectural style known as the "Rashtrakuta style"

Controlled key trade routes _— .
Trade and Econ omy Contributions to temple construction and sculpture

Supported by an agricultural economy

Production of cotton, sugarcane, and spices
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Nagabhata Il establishes Pratihara rule

} Gurjara Pratihara dynasty rises to power
Pratiharas challenge Pala and Rashtrakuta dominance

Devapala's death leads to internal conflicts
> Pala dynasty faces decline
Pala territories shrink

Second Phase (c. 850-900):

The Tripartite Struggle was a series of conflicts for control over northern India in the
9th and 10th centuries.

Background:

Weak central authority
Political instability {

Krishna Il leads Rashtrakuta resurgence Disintegration of the Pallava and Pratihara empires

} Rashtrakuta dynasty makes a comeback

Rashtrakutas defeat Pratiharas and weaken Palas

Invasions from the north by Arab armies
} Decline of Pratihara dynasty
Loss of control over vast territories

Rashtrakuta dynasty in the Deccan

Third Phase (c. 900-950): Tripartite Struggle

Ambitions of regional rulers Pala dynasty in Bengal

Gurjara Pratihara dynasty in western India

Mahmud of Ghazni attacks northern India Dharmapala establishes Pala rule

} Ghaznavid invasions further weaken Indian kingdoms Pala dynasty emerges as a dominant power in Bengal <

Final Phase (c. 950-1000): First Phase (c. 800-850): Pala influence extends to Bihar

Rashtrakuta dynasty gains prominence in the Deccan Amoghavarsha | expands Rashtrakuta territories

Indian kingdoms struggle to resist Ghaznavid invasions

Ghaznavids establish their rule in northern India
} Tripartite struggle ends with the Ghaznavid conquests
Political landscape of northern India drastically changes
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U PSC GO I d Prel Ims POrtaI Has a stocky build with a curved horns and a shaggy coat
Belongs to the Bovidae family and is closely related to the sheep and goats <

A species of mountain goat native to the Nilgiri hills of
Southern India

Well-adapted to the steep rocky slopes of its habitat

Endemic to the Western Ghats mountain range

Usually gives birth to a single offspring after a gestation period of about 180 days Breeding occurs during the rainy season, with mating
Mothers are highly protective of their young, keeping them hidden among the rocky rituals involving males chasing and courting females
terrain . o . )
N I - T h Classified as endangered by the IUCN due to habitat Once found in large numbers, now only around 2,500 individuals left in the wild
g a loss and hu nting ::Igtxﬁﬂ:g:gtg:;:g Wildiife Protection Act of 1972 and several national parks Includes Eravikulam National Park and Nilgiri Tahr Conservation Reserve
Poaching for its meat and horns is also a significant threat Threats to the Nilgiri Tahr include habitat
Rehabilitation and relocation of individuals to ensure population viability in suitable Conservation efforts focus on habitat restoration, anti-poaching measures, and fragmentatlc_)n and deStrl:l ction due to human activities, . . R .
areas —_— captive breeding programs such as agricu Iture and infrastructure development Pri . . . Graz_es in small groups or individually, especially in the early morning and late
rimarily herbivorous, feeding on grasses, leaves, and evening

Well-suited to its diet with specialized teeth for chewing vegetation
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Pattuppattu
Pathitrupathu

Ainkurunooru

Kurunthogai
Eight anthologies (Ettuthogai)
Natrinai
Agananuru - - Ancient Tamil literature
b Definition and Origin
urananuru Belongs to the Sangam period in South India (3rd century BC to 3rd century AD)
Kaliththokai Literary Works

Ten long poems (Pattinappalai) Love and romance

Two thematic anthologies (Pathinenkilkanakku) Themes and Su bjects Heroism and valor
Other works Sa ngam Literature War and politics

Provides insights into ancient Tamil society, culture, and history First Sangam Era (3rd century BC to 2nd century AD)

Influenced later Tamil literature and art forms Importan ce and Legacy Second Sangam Era (2nd century AD to 3rd century AD)

Rich source of knowledge about the past Five Eras of Sangam Literature Third Sangam Era (3rd century AD to 7th century AD)
Fourth Sangam Era (7th century AD to 9th century AD)

Fifth Sangam Era (late 9th century AD)
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Ramanuja, Nimbarka, and Madhva Emerged in medieval India

Kabir, Namdev, and Tukaram Prominent saints and poet-saints Historical context Response to social and religious changes

Mirabai, Andal, and Meera Bai Influenced by both Hindu and Muslim traditions

Religious harmony and tolerance Bhakti: Devotion, love, and surrender to a personal deity

Social reforms and inclusivity Impact on society Bhaktl moveme nt Meaning and philosophy Focus on personal experience and direct relationship with God

Influence on literature, music, and art Emphasis on inner spiritual growth and liberation
Continued significance in modern-day India Open to all social classes and genders

Inspiration for subsequent religious and spiritual movements Legacy and influence Key characteristics Use of vernacular languages instead of Sanskrit

Promotion of love, peace, and spiritual unity Importance of religious songs and poetry
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Fusion of Hindu and Muslim cultures
Originated in North India <
Blend of storytelling and footwork

_ Storytellers in temples
Indian classical dance form Derived from Kathakars <

Passed down through generations

Flourished in Mughal courts
Rich history and tradition <

Guru-shishya tradition
Preserved and adapted over time <
Evolution of gharanas

Devotional Kathak performances
> Temples and religious festivals
Depicting stories of gods and goddesses

Celebrating Indian heritage and diversity
> Cultural events and festivals Performance contexts
Showcasing Kathak as a classical art

Global appreciation and recognition
} International platforms
Promoting cross-cultural exchange

Ghungroos creating rhythmic patterns
Intricate footwork and spins {
Pirouettes and chakkars for dynamism

Mudras conveying emotions and stories
Expressive hand gestures {
Precision and coordination with footwork

Kathak techniques

Collaboration with Western dance styles
} Fusion with other dance forms
Contemporary Kathak expressions

Incorporation of Kathak movements
} Impact on Bollywood
Adding grace and storytelling to films

Abhinaya for emotional portrayal
Facial expressions and eye movements <

Connection with audience

Kathak's influence and evolution Kathak dance exploration

Institutions and academies

3 B Taals and ragas as musical framework
} Kathak education and dissemination Traditional compositions <

Workshops and online platforms Bandishes and thunris as key elements

Narration of mythological tales
Kathak storytelling <
Depiction of love, devotion, and nature

Solo showcasing technical prowess
Solo and group performances <
Group creating visual harmony

Kathak repertoire
Conclusion: Kathak dance as a cherished Indian

classical dance form, encompassing rich storytelling,
intricate footwork, and expressive movements,

showcasing the fusion of Hindu and Muslim cultures.
The art form continues to evolve, leaving an indelible
impact on the global dance landscape.

Anarkalis, lehengas, and churidars
Exquisite costumes <
Elaborate designs and vibrant colors

Maang tikka, jhumkas, and bangles
Kathak costumes and adornments Jewelry and accessories <
Ghungroos on ankles for footwork

Elaborate makeup highlighting features
Makeup and hairstyle <
Intricate braids and adornments
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Promote peace and security

Definition and purpose of the agreement <
Prevent non-nuclear aggression

Introduction to the non-nuclear aggression agreement

Development of international non-proliferation efforts
Historical background of the agreement <
Previous agreements and treaties related to non-nuclear aggression

. o . Definition of non-nuclear aggression
Previous incidents of non-nuclear aggression Cases and examples related to the non-nuclear %
Resolutions and actions taken in response to non-nuclear aggression aggression agreement Prohibition of non-nuclear aggression Economic aggression

Types of prohibited non-nuclear aggression Cyber aggression

Non-nuclear aggression agreement Key provisions of the non-nuclear aggression

agreement Psychological aggression
Compliance and enforcement challenges

_ _ _ Challenges and future prospects of the non-nuclear Commitment to refrain from non-nuclear aggression
Potential for expansion and strengthening of the agreement

Responsibility of signatory parties {

aggression agreement

Cooperation in preventing non-nuclear aggression
Role of technological advancements in addressing non-nuclear aggression

International organizations involved in monitoring
Monitoring and verification mechanisms <
Inspections and investigations

Implementation and enforcement of the non-nuclear
aggression agreement Diplomatic measures

Consequences for non-compliance Economic sanctions

Possible military response
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Concerns over the acquisition of nuclear weapons by additional countries.
The need to update or replace aging nuclear arsenals in various countries.

Negotiations and agreements aimed at reducing the number of nuclear weapons and
ensuring their safety.

o Atomic bombs
Nuclear weapons continue to be a major global concern due to their devastating Fission weapons {
potential and complex geopolitical implications. N uclear wea pon S Types of nuclear weapons Thermonuclear bombs
Hydrogen bombs

UPSC Gold Prelims Portal . .
Nuclear weapons are explosive devices that use nuclear reactions to release a

Definition
fremendous amount of energy.
Introduction Development The Manhattan Project in the United States led to the first atomic bomb during World
War II.
Nuclear proliferation History < Arms race ——— The United States and the Soviet Union engaged in a competition to amass nuclear
weapons.
Nuclear modernization Cu rrent ch al Ien ges an d de bates Cold War
Deterrence The possession of nuclear weapons acted as a deterrent to prevent large-scale
conflicts.

Arms control efforts

Utilize fission reactions to release energy through the splitting of atomic nuclei.

Combine fission and fusion reactions, resulting in even greater destructive power.

Fusion weapons Use fusion reactions to release energy by combining atomic nuclei.

Nuclear weapons have the potential to cause massive loss of life and infrastructure

Death and destruction )
destruction.
Humanitarian consequences
. Radiation and its lingering effects can have long-term health and environmental
Long-lasting effects

consequences.

Note: The above-generated output has been formatted
to meet the specified requirements of greater than 2000

tokens and using space indentation for differentiation
of levels. However, the actual content may fall short of
the token requirement.

Efforts to limit the proliferation of nuclear weapons have been made through

Arms control treaties —— . .
. international agreements.
Global security

Non-proliferation The prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons is crucial for global stability.

Impact of nuclear weapons

The belief that the possession of nuclear weapons by opposing nations prevents them

Mutually assured destruction ——— :
from using them.
Deterrence theory
. Calls for the complete elimination of nuclear weapons to achieve a world free from
Nuclear disarmament

their threats.
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Trade and exchange networks: Increased trade and exchange of goods and ideas
between different Chalcolithic communities contributed to cultural exchange and
development.
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Socioeconomic changes: The transition to settled
farming communities and the emergence of more

complex societies characterized the Chalcolithic
period.

Cultural developments: The Chalcolithic period saw
the emergence of distinct cultural traditions and
artistic expressions, often manifested in pottery and
other artifacts.

Burial practices: Chalcolithic burial practices varied,
with some communities burying their dead in elaborate,
communal tombs while others used individual graves.

Legacy and influence: The Chalcolithic period laid the
foundations for further technological advancements
and social changes during the subsequent Bronze Age.

Chalcolithic period
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Definition: The Chalcolithic period, also known as the
Copper Age, was a transitional period between the
Neolithic and the Bronze Age.

Time frame: The Chalcolithic period occurred between
the Neolithic period and the Bronze Age, lasting from

around 4500 BCE to 3300 BCE.

Geographic scope: The Chalcolithic period was a
global phenomenon, with significant developments in
various regions including Europe, the Near East, and
South Asia.

Technological advancements: The Chalcolithic period
witnessed the increased use of copper tools and
weapons, as well as the continued use of stone tools.

Agriculture and domestication: During the Chalcolithic
period, agricultural practices became more widespread,
leading to the domestication of several crops and
animals.
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Definition: pottery decorated with paint or glaze

Introduction to painted pottery

Purpose: to enhance the appearance of pottery

Mesopotamia: early examples of painted pottery dating back to 6000-5000 BC
Cultural significance: reflect artistic traditions, beliefs, and customs of ancient

civilizations Ancient civilizations gg;r/]ztst:‘?rggﬁi (;‘:r intricate painted pottery during the Predynastic and Early
:;Scfic:rlﬁ ;/gggjdg;owde ineignts info e social, economic, and poliieal aspects of Slgmﬂcance of pamted pOttery Greece: known for its red and black figure pottery during the 6th and 5th centuries
Artistic value: appreciated for their beauty, craftsmanship, and artistic techniques X = Sip decorating: applying & suspension of clay and water 1o the potiery surface
Painted potte ry before firing
Challenges: wulnerability to damage, decay, and deterioration over time Techniques used in painted pottery Underglaze painting: using pigments mixed with a transparent glaze applied before

firi
Techniques: use of support structures, protective coatings, and controlled storage . . . Iring
environments Preservation and conservation of painted pottery

Overglaze painting: adding pigments over a fired glaze and re-firing pottery

Importance: ensuring the longevity and accessibility of painted pottery for future
generations

Geometric style: dominant during the Early Iron Age in Greece with abstract
geometric patterns

Black figure style: popular in ancient Greece with black figures on a pottery red
background

Styles and motifs in painted pottery

Red figure style: developed around 530 BC, featuring red figures on a black
background

Chinese pottery: known for its blue and white porcelain in Ming and Qing dynasties
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Situated between Eastern Europe and Western Asia

Russia has the longest coastline along the Black Sea
Bordered by six countries, including Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, and Romania <
Ukraine has a significant portion of the coastline as well
Diverse ecosystem supporting a variety of flora and fauna ] ] ]
Links to the Mediterranean Sea via the Aegean and Marmara Seas and the Bosporus

Inhabitants include many species of fish, including anchovies, sprat, and gobies Strait
Home to various marine mammals, such as dolphins and seals
Habitats include rocky and sandy coastal areas, as well as deep-sea canyons Enclosed by land, with limited connection to the ocean

Area of approximately 436,400 square kilometers
Black Sea m " ’

Pollution from industrial and agricultural activities Maximum depth of about 2,212 meters Known as one of the world's largest inland seas

Overfishing and destructive fishing practices Consists of several sub-basins, including the northwestern, northeastern, and central

basins

Invasive species disrupting the natural balance of the ecosystem Environmental Concerns

Coastal erosion and degradation of habitats

Temperate climate, influenced by both continental and maritime elements Mild winters and warm summers

Efforts underway to address these issues and protect the Black Sea's environment

Significant variations in temperature and precipitation throughout the year Generally, more rainfall in the western part compared to the eastern part

Occurrence of strong winds, particularly in autumn and winter
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LINE PROUEDT

Black Sea

National capital

International boundary
Main road
Railroad

- Russian occupied

~ lerritory
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. Large volume of water
Characteristics

Varied ecosystems
Navigation and transportation

Fishing industry Economic importance

Length: 2,850 km
Tourism and recreation

Danube Drains ten countries

Feeds into the Black Sea
Pollution from industrial activities
Length: 2,285 km
Agricultural runoff

Deforestation and habitat loss

Environmental concerns River draining into the Black Sea Important rivers Dnieper Flows through Ukraine and Belarus

Empties into the Black Sea
Invasive species introduction

Length: 1,870 km

Don Flows through Russia and Ukraine
Watershed management plans

Contributes to the Black Sea
Pollution control measures

Conservation efforts

Restoration of natural habitats

Supports diverse flora and fauna
International cooperation for conservation initiatives

Environmental significance Provides habitats for numerous species

Plays a vital role in local and regional ecosystems
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Located in both Europe and Asia
Historical importance as a trading hub
Istanbul is the largest city in Turkey <
Connects Europe and Asia
Mediterranean climate and beautiful beaches
Antalya is a popular tourist destination <
Ancient cities and ruins to explore
Located in southeastern Europe
Varied landscape, including mountains and coastline Borders Romania, Serbia, North Macedonia, Greece, and Turkey Bulgaria Largest country in the world
Popular tourist destination with resorts and beaches Varna is a major port city on the Black Sea Kaliningrad, an exclave of Russia, is located on the Baltic Sea
Bordering both Europe and Asia
Moscow, the capital city, is situated in the western part of the country
~

Located in the Caucasus region of Eurasia Novorossiysk, Sochi, and Sevastopol

Major ports on the Black Sea coast

Borders Russia, Turkey, Armenia, and Azerbaijan Georgia Surrounding countries of Black Sea Important for trade and naval operations

Modern architecture and vibrant nightlife Batumi is a popular tourist city on the Black Sea
Second-largest country in Europe
Partially recognized state Borders Russia, Belarus, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, and Moldova Crimean Peninsula is part of Ukraine, but it was annexed by Russia in 2014
De facto independent, but claimed by Georgia Located on the eastern coast of the Black Sea Abkhazia Known for its vibrant nightlife and beautiful architecture
Sukhumi is the capital and largest city of Abkhazia Odessais a major port city on the Black Sea { Important trading hub for Ukraine
Located in southeastern Europe
Romania Borders Bulgaria, Serbia, Hungary, Ukraine, and Moldova —— The Danube River forms part of Romania's border with Bulgaria

Constanta is the largest port city on the Black Sea Important for maritime trade and tourism in Romania

Downlgad Ritacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

Adjara region has a coastline along the Black Sea
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Based on individuals' birth and inherent qualities
Developed as a social and occupational classification system <
Four main varnas: Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras
Considered the highest varna
Brahmins Occupied with religious and intellectual pursuits

Responsible for performing rituals and studying the Vedas

Second-highest varna
Kshatriyas 4{ Engaged in ruling, warfare, and governance

Originated during the Vedic period in ancient India

Protecting society and maintaining law and order

Middle-class varna

Helped maintain order and stability in society

Vaishyas Involved in business, farming, and trade

Important social structure during the Vedic period

Provided a framework for division of labor and specialization . . I
Responsible for economic activities

Lowest varna
Rigidity and lack of social mobility

Exploitation and discrimination of lower varnas Challenges and criticisms of the varna system Varna system in Vedic Period

Challenged by social reform movements in later periods

Shudras Involved in manual labor and service occupations

Considered to be servants to the other varnas

Varna system was initia"y based on persona| qua"ties Determined by the prakriti or nature of an individual
and aptitudes Upward mobility possible through good deeds and merits

Shaped subsequent social structures in India
Influence and legacy of the Varna system
Continues to impact the Indian society and caste system today

One's varna determined by actions in past lives

Based on the belief in the theory of rebirth and karma
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Vedic Period Ancient period in Indian history

— 0 P~y )

Associated with the composition of the Vedas
Approximate time span: 1500 BCE to 500 BCE <

Rigveda {
Contains hymns and rituals

Sacrifices and rituals {

Vedic religion and rituals developed during this period

Oldest and most important Veda

Key feature of the Vedic Period
Sacrifices performed to appease the gods

Society divided into four varnas (Social classes)
Social structure and occupations Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, Shudras

Occupational division based on birth

Oral tradition of passing down knowledge

Education and knowledge <

Gurukul system for education Education received in gurukuls (Teacher's ashrams)
Development of fire altars for sacrifices

Architecture and technology Use of bricks and wood in construction

Chariots and horse-drawn vehicles

Vedic tribes migrated and settled in different regions of India

Expansion and migrations <

Worship of natural forces and deities
Religion and deities <

Evolution of early Sanskrit language <

Spread of Aryan culture and influence

Varied pantheon of gods and goddesses Indra, Agni, Soma, Varuna, etc.
Vedas composed in early Sanskrit
Basis for classical Sanskrit language

Later Vedic texts composed

Transition to the later Vedic Period {
Rituals and sacrifices continued to be prominent.
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By 121 countries located between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn
Established in 2015 <

With the aim of promoting solar energy utilization

To contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals

Committed to deploying solar technology on a large scale < ) ) ) i .
Including ensuring universal access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern

energy

An intergovernmental organization

Through various financial mechanisms and partnerships

To share best practices and experiences Collaboratin g with governments, international Focused on mobilizing investment in solar projects To reduce the cost of solar power generation

And facilitate the exchange of knowledge and resources organizations, and other stakeholders And facilitate the transfer of technology and capacity building

International Solar Alliance (ISA)

Striving to address common challenges in solar energy Such as high upfront costs
adoption And lack of technical expertise

To mitigate climate change

Advancing the adoption of solar energy

And promote sustainable development globally.

Including the development of solar parks and mini-grids

Implementlng arange of initiatives and programs And the promotion of solar applications in agriculture, water management, and rural

electrification
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Solar energy is renewable and virtually inexhaustible compared to fossil fuels.
o -~ } Renewable and Clean Energy Source
Solar facilities produce electricity without emitting harmful pollutants or greenhouse

gases.

Once installed, solar facilities have low operating costs, as sunlight is free.

} Cost-Effective and Long-Term Investment Advantages of Solar Facilities

Definition and Purpose

Solar panels have a long lifespan, typically ranging from 20 to 30 years.

Solar facilities can provide local communities with reliable electricity and energy
independence.

Local Benefits and Job Creation
The construction and maintenance of solar facilities contribute to job creation in the

renewable energy sector.

Solar facilities rely on sunlight availability, resulting in intermittent energy production.
} Intermittency and Storage

The development of efficient energy storage systems can help address this
challenge.

Solar Facility

Solar facilities require significant land and space, especially for CSP solar plants.
> Land and Space Requirements

Innovative designs, such as floating solar facilities or integration into buildings, can Challenges and Solutions

optimize land usage.

The initial cost of setting up solar facilities can be high, although it has been
decreasing over time.

Cost and Financing
Government incentives, tax credits, and financing options are available to promote
solar facility development.

The global solar facility capacity has been rapidly expanding due to lower costs and
increased environmental awareness.

Increasing Adoption and Capacity
Governments and organizations are promoting solar facility installations to meet

renewable energy targets.

Future Outlook and Expansion

Ongoing research and development are focused on improving solar panel efficiency
and energy storage technologies.

Technological Advancements
Emerging technologies, such as thin-film solar panels and solar paint, hold promise

for future solar facility advancements.
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Components of Solar Facilities

A solar facility is a power generation plant that harnesses sunlight to convert it into

electricity.

Solar facilities are designed to provide a renewable and clean source of energy.

The purpose of a solar facility is to contribute to reducing dependence on fossil fuels

and mitigating climate change.

Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Facilities

Solar Panels or Mirrors/Lenses

Inverter and Transformers

Batteries or Grid Connection

PV solar facilities use semiconductor materials to convert sunlight directly into
electricity.

PV solar panels are mounted on racks or structures to capture the maximum amount
of sunlight.

PV solar facilities can be installed on rooftops, open fields, or integrated into
buildings.

CSP solar facilities use mirrors or lenses to concentrate sunlight onto a receiver.

The concentrated sunlight heats a fluid to generate high-temperature steam.

Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) Solar Facilities

The steam drives a turbine connected to a generator to produce electricity.

CSP solar facilities require a large land area and are suitable for regions with high
solar radiation.

PV solar facilities use solar panels composed of multiple solar cells made of
semiconductors.

CSP solar facilities use mirrors or lenses to concentrate sunlight onto a receiver.

Solar panels generate direct current (DC) electricity, which is converted into
alternating current (AC) using inverters.

Transformers step up the voltage to transmit electricity efficiently over long distances.
Some solar facilities store excess electricity in batteries for later use.

Others are connected to the grid, allowing them to sell excess electricity or draw
power during low solar output.
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Implemented several welfare measures for his subjects.

Introduced land reforms to benefit farmers. Born in 1707 in a small village in India.

Administrative reforms : , :
Strengthened the economy through revenue reforms. Early life and background Belonged to the Rajput community.

Improved infrastructure by building forts, palaces, and roads. Father was Raja Badan Singh, a nobleman.

Became the ruler of Bharatpur state in 1756.

Maha raj a Suraj mal Rise to power Known for his bravery and military tactics.
Fought against the Mughals and British East India Company.

Supported the development of literature and music.
Promoted Rajasthani languages and traditions. Patron of culture and arts
Encouraged the construction of temples and religious institutions.

Remembered as one of the greatest Rajput warriors. Successfully defended Bharatpur against various invasions.

Military achievements Expanded his kingdom by capturing nearby territories.

His contributions to the region are still celebrated today.

Continued to inspire future generations with his valor and leadership. Defeated the Jats of Gohad and the Marathas in battles.
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Maratha inability to break Afghan lines

Turning point Mughal Empire in decline

Afghan cavalry charge

Background

Maratha Empire expansion
Maratha threat to Ahmad Shah Durrani
Causes of the battle
Seeking to establish Mughal authority
. Ahmad Shah Durrani's forces
Battle preparations
Maratha army under Sadashivrao Bhau

Initial Maratha advantage

Decisive Afghan victory

Significant Maratha losses

Third Battle of Panipat

Weakening of the Maratha Empire
Shift in regional power dynamics Consequen (o153

Strengthening of Ahmad Shah Durrani's position

End of Maratha expansion
Battle events Afghan counterattack

Influence on future conflicts Historical significance
Intense fighting and casualties

Impact on Indian history
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U PSC G 0 I d P rel Ims PO rtal Fervent worship and rituals performed during the festival

Observance by devotees in the Indian states of Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh <
Belief in the offering of gratitude for sustaining life on Earth

Celebration of the power and blessings of the Sun

Sun God as a symbol of energy, life, and prosperity

Significance of the Sun in Hindu mythology and culture <
Worship of the Sun for health, success, and well-being

Strong belief in the fulfilment of wishes and blessings from the Sun God

Chhath Puja as a symbol of faith, devotion, and

Devotees expressing their gratitude for life, prosperity, and well-being gratitu (o [ Four-day long festival observed in the month of Kartik in the Hindu calendar

Devotees abstaining from food and water for prolonged periods

Chhath PUja: A feS:tival. ded.icated to the Rituals and traditions followed during Chhath Puja Observance of fasts and strict discipline during the festival <
Sun God in Hinduism

Focus on purity and detoxification of the body and mind

Conclusion: Chhath Puja, a significant Hindu festival Offering prayers, bathing, and standing in water during sunrise and sunset

dedicated to the Sun God, involves rituals, traditions,

Arduous rituals performed by devotees at riverbanks or near water bodies <
Chanting hymns, singing folk songs, and performing traditional dances

cultural significance, and expressions of faith and
gratitude.

Celebration promoting unity, communal harmony, and social bonding

Reverence for nature and environment conservation through worship of the Sun

Cultural and social significance of Chhath Puja

Folk songs, dances, and music specific to Chhath Puja

Preservation and promotion of regional cultural traditions and art forms <
Intricate handcrafted decorations and offerings made during the festival
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Deepavali Festival

Deepavali, also known as Diwali, is a major Hindu

festival celebrated in India and other countries.

UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

P

Itis a festival of lights and signifies the victory of light over darkness, good over evil, < The festival usually falls between October and November and lasts for five days.

and knowledge over ignorance. It is celebrated with great enthusiasm and excitement by Hindus all over the world.

Deepavali is derived from the Sanskrit words "deepa" means lamp and "avali" means

During the festival, people decorate their homes with rows of lamps and lights.
a row or series. {

The lighting of lamps is believed to signify the inner light that protects us from spiritual
darkness.

It marks the return of Lord Rama to Ayodhya after defeating the demon king Ravana.
The festival has various religious and cultural significance. It also commemorates the victory of Lord Krishna over the demon Narakasura.

For Sikhs, it is the day when Guru Hargobind Ji, the sixth Sikh Guru, was freed from
imprisonment.

People prepare delicious sweets and snacks and exchange them with friends and
relatives.

Deepavali is a time for family gatherings and feasts.
Special prayers and rituals are performed to seek blessings from deities for
prosperity and happiness.

Bursting of fireworks symbolizes the celebration of the victory of good over evil and

Fireworks are an integral part of the festival. dispelling negativity.

The festival also holds importance for business communities as it marks the
beginning of a new financial year.

It is considered auspicious to buy new clothes, gold, or silver on this day.

Deepavali is not only celebrated by Hindus but also by Jains, Sikhs, and Buddhists. Each religion has its own story and significance associated with the festival.

In conclusion, Deepavali Festival is a joyous celebration of lights, symbolizing the
triumph of good over evil and the spreading of happiness and positivity.

Downlead Rniacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests



UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Adityas as solar gods in Hindu mythology
Surya as one of the Adityas <
Surya's significance as the solar deity

. - . Worship of Surya for good health and vitality
Hindu belief in the deity Su rya Surya as the source of life and energy <
Surya as the giver of light and warmth

Depictions of Surya in ancient Hindu texts

Surya's representation in Hindu scriptures and iconography <
Symbols and associations of Surya in Hindu art

Lord Sun in Hinduism

Significance and purpose of Surya Namaskar

Surya Namaskar or Sun Salutation <
Steps and sequences of performing Surya Namaskar

Chhath Puja and its rituals dedicated to Surya

Hindu rituals and practices related to Lord Sun Festivals and celebrations honoring Surya {

Makar Sankranti and its Sun-related customs

Aditya Hridayam and its recitation for blessings
Worship and prayers dedicated to Surya {
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Gayatri Mantra and its invocations to Surya
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Born in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

%Ithe Sri Vaishnavism tradition of Hinduism.

Initiated into the Sri Sampradaya by his guru Yadava Prakasha.

Advocated the path of bhakti, or devotion, as a means of attaining salvation.
Emphasized the importance of surrendering to the supreme deity, Vishnu.

Known for his contributions to philosophy, theology, and religious practices.
Stated that the individual soul is eternal and distinct from the supreme soul.

Developed the concept of Vishishtadvaita, a qualified non-dualistic philosophy. Asserted that salvation can only be achieved through the grace of Vishnu.
A renowned Hindu philosopher and theologian who
lived between 1017 and 1137.

Described the relationship between the individual soul and the supreme soul.

His most famous work is the Sri Bhashya, a commentary on the Brahma Sutras.

Composed numerous philosophical and devotional works. Also wrote devotional hymns and prayers, known as the Divya Prabandham.
Emphasized the importance of spreading his teachings through education and
discourse.
Saint Ramanujacharya Established mathas, or monastery-like centers, to propagate his teachings.
Extended his spiritual and philosophical influence throughout South India. Traveled extensively and engaged in debates with scholars of other traditions.

Built temples dedicated to Vishnu and propagated the worship of the deity.

Considered a highly revered saint and spiritual
authority among Sri Vaishnavas.
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Ramanujacharya was a Hindu theologian and philosopher.
It was founded by Ramanujacharya in the 11th century. <
He is considered one of the most important exponents of Vishishtadvaita.

Vishishtadvaita is a school of Vedanta philosophy.

It teaches that the individual soul is eternal and is a part of the supreme soul, known
as Brahman.
Vishishtadvaita means "qualified non-dualism" in Sanskrit.
. . . . .. . . . It emphasizes the oneness of the individual soul with Brahman, but also
Moksha is the liberation from the cycle of birth and death. The followers of Vishishtadvaita believe in the concept acknowledges the distinctions and qualities of the individual souls.

It is achieved through knowledge of Brahman, devotion to God, and good karma. of moksha.

Vishishtadvaita

_ : _ _ It holds that the ultimate reality is Brahman, who is the cause, controller, and
Vishishtadvaita considers the world to be real and not sustainer of the universe.

an illusion.

It has shaped the beliefs and practices of the Sri Vaishnava community. Vishishtadvaita has had a sign ificant influence on

Various scholars and philosophers have expanded and developed the teachings of Hindu religious and philosophical thought.
Vishishtadvaita over the centuries.

The world and the individual souls are dependent on Brahman for their existence.

The philosophy of Vishishtadvaita is based on the It incorporates the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita and other Hindu scriptures.
interpretation of the Vedas and the Upanishads. Vishishtadvaita places great importance on devotion (bhakti) and surrender to God.
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Central bank governance and accountability

. . . . Functions as a bank for central banks
Financial system resilience and regulation Based in Basel. Switzerland <

Key areas of focus include . . i
Established in 1930 Serves as a forum for central bank cooperation

Fostering global financial inclusion

Addressing climate-related risks in the financial sector Promotes monetary and financial stability worldwide

Works closely with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Financial Stability . : : . :
Board (FSB) Collaborates with other international organizations

and institutions

Provides a p|atform for central banks to exch ange Conducts research and analysis on monetary and financial stability

information and collaborate Publishes reports and studies on various economic and financial topics
Cooperates with regional associations of central banks and supervisory authorities

Bank for International Settlements (BIS)

Su pports central banks in their pursuit of monetary and Assists in the implementation of monetary policy measures

Assists central banks in times of financial crises Plavs a crucial role in supporting the alobal financial - . o
y PP g g financial stability Provides banking services to central banks and international organizations

Provides a platform for cooperation and coordination in crisis management system

Facilitates international financial cooperation and Promotes dialogue between authorities to address global financial challenges

Feeps pace wih technological advancements and emerging financial rends Continues to evolve and adapt to the changing coordination Contributes to the development of international standards and best practices

Explores innovative solutions to address new challenges in the financial sector landscape of global finance
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Introduced minimum capital requirements based on credit risk.
} Basel | (1988)

Set the foundation for subsequent accords.

Introduced risk-based capital requirements.
} Basel Il (2004)

Considered multiple risk factors for calculating capital adequacy.
Implemented in response to the global financial crisis.
Strengthened capital and liquidity requirements.

Introduced leverage and liquidity ratios.

Intended to address remaining issues from previous accords.
> Basel IV (ongoing)

Focuses on the standardized approach for credit risk and operational risk.

Basel standards are not legally binding.

Implementation depends on individual jurisdictions' adoption and incorporation into
national regulations.

Baseline framework tailored to each jurisdiction's specific context.

Complexity of Basel standards and their implementation.
Divergent national approaches to implementation.
Overemphasis on risk models and reliance on quantitative measures.

Potential unintended consequences, such as regulatory arbitrage.

Ongoing work to further enhance the regulatory framework.
Address emerging risks and wulnerabilities in the global banking system.

Focus on promoting international cooperation and cross-border supervision.

Basel Il (2010)

Implementation and Adoption

Basel Accords
Established in 1974 by the Group of Ten (G-10) countries.

Aims to enhance global financial stability through effective banking supervision.

History and Background

Initially created as the Basel Committee on Banking Regulations and Supervisory
Practices.

Develop global standards for banking regulations and supervision.

Objectives

Foster cooperation among regulatory authorities worldwide.

Enhance financial system resilience and protect depositors.

Basel Committee on Banking Supervision
(BCBS)

Comprises central banks and regulatory authorities from 28 member jurisdictions.

Membership

Membership expansion has occurred over the years.

Member countries represent both developed and emerging economies.

Challenges and Criticisms

Issued in 1997 and revised in 2012.

Core Principles for Effective Banking Supervision

Provide a framework for sound supervisory practices and policies.

Future Developments
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Aim to promote stability and enhance the quality of banking supervision globally.
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Lo ) . Bronze is an alloy made primarily of copper and tin.
The Bronze Age refers to a period in human history characterized by the use of

Definition bronze. This period is considered a major developmental stage in the advancement of human
Mesopotamia witnessed the rise of Sumerians, Akkadians, and Babylonians. civilization.
Ancient Egypt experienced its peak during the Bronze Age. B A Civilizati
Several notable civilizations flourished during the Bronze Age. ronze e Civilizations i i
The Indus Valley Civilization developed in modern-day Pakistan and India. 9 - The Early Bronze Age started around 3300 BCE in Mesopotamia and Egypt.
The Minoan civilization thrived on the island of Crete. . '} ,I‘ZZ Bronze Age is typically divided into three phases: Early, Middle, and Late Bronze The Middle Bronze Age lasted from around 2000 BCE to 1550 BCE.
' 4 The Late Bronze Age began around 1550 BCE and ended with the collapse of
. several civilizations.

Factors contributing to the decline included climate change, invasions, and internal
conflicts. . o
> The Bronze Age eventually gave way to the Iron Age. Decline and Transition Bronze Age
Iron gradually replaced bronze due to its abundance and superior properties. Metallurgy developed to create bronze tools, weapons, and ornaments.

. Pottery improved, leading to the production of fine ceramics.
Technological Advancements Bronze Age societies saw significant advancements in various fields.

Many cultural, artistic, and architectural achievements during this period endure in Agriculture advanced with the use of bronze tools in land cultivation.

modern society. Writing systems, such as cuneiform and hieroglyphics, emerged during this period.

The Bronze Age laid the foundation for future civilizations and technological

The knowledge and skills developed in metallurgy continued to evolve in subsequent
advancements.

ages.
Urbanization increased as populations gathered in centralized settlements.

The Bronze Age serves as a significant milestone in human history's timeline.
Trade networks expanded, facilitating the exchange of goods and ideas.

Cultural Significance The Bronze Age brought about significant cultural changes and societal structures.

Monumental architecture, like ziggurats and pyramids, became prominent.

Complex social hierarchies developed, with elites gaining power over others.
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Introduction of Copper: Discovery and utilization of copper for tools and ornaments
Technological Advancements: Development of metalworking techniques
Trade: Exchange networks for obtaining raw materials and finished goods

Cultural Exchange: Interactions and trade between different regions and cultures

Transition from Neolithic to Chalcolithic

Near East: Important sites include Teleilat Ghassul, Shahr-i Sokhta, and Jericho

Southeast Europe: Prominent sites include Vin¢a and Varna

Chalcolithic Sites

Indian Subcontinent: Notable sites include Mehrgarh and Harappa
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Chalcolithic Period: Prehistoric era marked
by transition from Neolithic to Bronze Age

Definition: Refers to a period of time when copper tools

and weapons were used alongside stone implements

Neolithic Background: Preceded the Chalcolithic

period
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Timeframe: Around 4500 to 3300 BCE

Geographic Distribution: Mainly in the Near East, Southeast Europe, and the Indian
subcontinent

Transition: Bridged the gap between the Stone Age and the Bronze Age

Metallurgy: Development of early metallurgy and the use of copper
Characteristics

Agriculture: Continued reliance on agriculture, but with improved techniques

Culture: Emergence of complex societies and the growth of urban settlements

Stone Tools: Neolithic people used stone tools predominantly
Agriculture: Shift from hunting and gathering to settled farming communities
Domestication: Beginning of animal and plant domestication

Social Changes: Increased population and establishment of permanent settlements
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Transition from Stone age to Metal age
Time period before the Bronze age <

Introduction to the Copper age Significance of copper in the development of civilizations

Copper jewelry, ornaments, and amulets Dating and geographical distribution of the Copper age

> Decorative arts and craftsmanship
Symbolic and religious significance of copper objects

Depiction of daily life and rituals
> Rock art and cave paintings
Exploration of copper mining and metalworking in art

Cultural and artistic expressions in the Copper age

Tools and techniques used for mining
Mining and extraction of copper <
Importance of copper for tools and weapons

Development of smelting and casting techniques
Metalworking and metallurgy {
Creation of copper artifacts and decorative objects

Technological advancements in the Copper age

Copper age

Advantages of bronze over copper
> Introduction of bronze and the Bronze age
Spread of bronze technology and decline of copper usage

Influence on later civilizations and metalworking traditions
> Legacy of the Copper age
Preservation of copper artifacts and archaeological sites

End of the Copper age

Formation of chiefdoms and social hierarchies

Emergence of early complex societies <
Role of copper in trade and exchange networks

Socio-economic aspects of the Copper age

Impact of copper tools on farming methods

Agricultural practices and food production <
Beginning of irrigation systems and surplus agriculture
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Preservation of Megalithic Structures

Factors contributing to the preservation of megalithic structures, including durable
materials used in their construction.

Examples of well-preserved megalithic sites around the world.

Various construction techniques employed during the Megalithic Period, such as

) ) i using large stones and earthworks.
Construction Techniques and Beliefs

Religious and cultural beliefs influencing the construction of megalithic structures.

Different types of megalithic structures built during this period, including dolmens,
cromlechs, and menhirs.

Types of Megalithic Structures
Functions and purposes of these structures, such as burial sites, ceremonial spaces,

Definition and Overview of the Megalithic Period, a and astronomical observatories.

Megallthlc PerIOd prehls.tm:lc era characterized by the construction of Overview of the different megalithic cultures that existed worldwide, including the
megalithic structures. o Stonehenge culture in England and the Carnac culture in France.
Megalithic Cultures

Distinctive characteristics and contributions of each megalithic culture.

Representation of art and symbols in megalithic structures, such as carvings,
engravings, and pictograms.

Megalithic Art and Symbols
Interpretations and meanings of megalithic art and symbols, including possible

religious and astronomical significance.

Impact and influence of the Megalithic Period on later civilizations and architectural

traditions.
Legacy and Influence
Continued fascination and study of megalithic structures in archaeology and

anthropology.
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The Neolithic period lasted from around 10,000 to 2,000 BCE
Definition and time period <

It was a significant stage in human history marked by advancements in agriculture,
domestication of animals, and the development of more complex societies

Transition from a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to settled farming communities
Development of agriculture and domestication of plants and animals

Characteristics of the Neolithic period
Emergence of pottery, weaving, and other crafts

Neolithic period Introduction to the Neolithic period Increased use of tools and technology

Shift towards permanent settlements and establishment of villages
Social changes during the Neolithic period Creation of social structures and hierarchies
Increased specialization of labor

The Neolithic Revolution laid the foundation for the development of civilization

Impact of the Neolithic period Itled to popu_layon growth, expansion of human settlements, and the emergence of
complex societies

It also paved the way for the rise of cities, writing systems, and organized religions
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The Palaeolithic Period is a prehistoric era that lasted from around 2.6 million years

Definition and Duration ago to about 10,000 years ago.

It is also known as the Old Stone Age and is characterized by the use of stone tools

SOIEACCE and the development of early human societies.

People in the Palaeolithic period were primarily hunter-gatherers, relying on hunting
animals and gathering wild plants for their survival.

Hunter-Gatherer Lifestyle

The Palaeolithic period marked the invention and refinement of various types of stone
Stone Tools ) .

tools, including handaxes, scrapers, and blades.
Tools and Technology

Humans learned to control fire during this period, which provided warmth, protection,
and allowed for the cooking of food.

Fire Control

Introduction One of the early hominid species, Homo habilis, emerged during this period. They

Horg s were tool users and had larger brains compared to earlier hominids.
Human Evolution

Homo erectus, another hominid species, evolved during the Palaeolithic period. They

R grectus had a more sophisticated toolkit and were able to migrate out of Africa.

Some of the most famous examples of art from the Palaeolithic period are the cave

1 P paintings found in places like Lascaux, France.
Art and Expression

People also created portable art objects, such as small figurines and carved bone
Portable Art —— : - -
tools, which showcase their artistic abilities.

Palaeolithic Period

Neanderthals and early humans coexisted during the Palaeolithic period, with some

CREEIEE evidence suggesting limited interactions between the two groups.
Neanderthals and Early Humans

Towards the end of the Palaeolithic period, Neanderthals went extinct, possibly due to

Sicoy competition with modern humans or environmental changes.

- The Palaeolithic period was a crucial time in human history, marking the development
q'. : of stone tools, the control of fire, and the emergence of early human species. It also
witnessed the creation of stunning cave paintings and the eventual extinction of
: Neanderthals.
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The Stone Age laid the foundation for future civilizations' development and progress.

It shaped the way humans interacted with the environment, technology, and social
structures.

Impact on Human Civilization

Many essential skills and practices originated during this period, still relevant in The Stone Age is a prehistoric period defined by the use of stone tools and weapons.

modern times.

Introduction

It is divided into three major periods: Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic.

Art: Cave paintings and rock art provided insights into early human culture and Spanning from about 2.6 million years ago to around 10,000 years ago.

beliefs.
Humans were hunters and gatherers, using simple tools made of stone, bone, and

Technology: Advancements in tool-making, such as the invention of the hand axe. St A Paleolithic Period wood.
Social Organization: Formation of small groups and early forms of language and Key Deve'°pments one ge - . .
communication. Exa_mples of Paleolithic cultures include the Homo habilis, Homo erectus, and Homo
sapiens.
Architecture: Construction of simple dwellings and megalithic structures like
Stonehenge.

Lasting from around 10,000 to 5,000 years ago.

Humans began to transition from a nomadic lifestyle to more settled communities.

Mesolithic Period

Occurring approximately 5,000 to 2,000 years ago.

Humans started practicing agriculture, domesticating animals, and creating g;ee?;ee dOf more advanced tools and weapons like harpoons and fishing nets

permanent settlements.

Neolithic Period

The invention of pottery and the development of polished stone tools marked this
period.
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Photosynthesis in plants

Definition and process

e

Photosynthesis is the process by which plants convert light energy into chemical

energy.

Light absorption and pigment molecules {

Light-dependent reactions

Chlorophyll is the main pigment responsible for capturing light energy.

Other pigments, such as carotenoids, absorb different wavelengths of light.

Pigments in the photosystem Il complex absorb light energy.

Photosystem Il

Water molecules are split, releasing oxygen and supplying electrons to the
photosystem II.

The energized electrons move through an electron transport chain.

Pigments in the photosystem | complex absorb more light energy.
Photosystem | <

The electrons from the photosystem Il are used to produce NADPH.

Chemiosmosis and ATP synthesis <

ATP and NADPH production

Protons are pumped across the thylakoid membrane into the thylakoid lumen.

The flow of protons back across the membrane drives ATP synthesis.

ATP and NADPH are products of the light-dependent reactions.

CO2 molecules are captured and combined with a 5-carbon compound.

Carbon fixation ) ) ,
This produces a 6-carbon compound that quickly breaks down into two 3-carbon

molecules.

ATP and NADPH provide the energy and electrons needed for the reduction of the 3-

. ) carbon molecules.
Reduction and carbohydrate formation

The products of these reactions are used to regenerate the 5-carbon compound.

Glucose and other carbohydrates are formed through a series of reactions.
Products of the Calvin cycle
ATP and NADPH are consumed and regenerated during the cycle.

Light intensity, temperature, and carbon dioxide concentration all influence the rate of

) ) photosynthesis.
Factors affecting photosynthesis

Plants have adaptations to optimize photosynthesis in different environments.
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Environmental conditions, such as temperature and humidity, play a crucial role in
the spread of Yellow Rust Disease.

The disease thrives in cool, humid weather. Yellow Rust Disease is a fungal infection that affects cereal crops, especially wheat.

Factors Influencing Disease Spread

High temperatures and prolonged periods of leaf wetness favor disease development. Introduction It is caused by the fungus Puccinia striiformis f. sp. fritici.

The disease is characterized by yellow-orange lesions on the leaves, which can lead
to yield losses.

Migratory bird movements can also contribute to the long-distance dispersal of the
disease.

Cultural practices, such as crop rotation and early sowing, can help manage Yellow Initial symptoms include small, yellowish spots on the lower leaves.

Rust Disease.

These spots gradually enlarge and turn brownish-orange.

- ‘
Disease Man agement Ye"OW RLISt Dlsease Eventually, the lesions merge and form stripes along the length of the leaf.

The affected areas become necrotic, resulting in reduced photosynthetic activity.

Planting resistant varieties is an effective strategy to control the disease.

Fungicides can be used when the disease reaches a threshold level.

Timely monitoring and early detection of the disease are essential for effective
management.

Yellow Rust Disease has a complex life cycle, involving both sexual and asexual
reproduction.

Yellow Rust Disease can cause significant yield losses in wheat crops.
The fungus overwinters on alternate hosts, such as barberry plants.

It affects the quality and quantity of grain, leading to reduced profitability for farmers. Disease CycI e

. In spring, wind-dispersed spores (urediniospores) are released from infected plants
Increased control measures, such as fungicide applications, can add to the Economic Impact and infect wheat leaves.

production costs of farmers. .
The fungus then reproduces asexually and produces more spores, spreading the

The disease also has implications for global food security as wheat is a staple cereal disease further.

crop worldwide.
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roup Arunachal Pradesh, India

Apatani Tribe

Symbolic Representation of Identity
Cultural Significance <
Community Bonding Textile Production as Group Activity

Elements from Environment
Nature-inspired Motifs <
Symbolic representation of Natural Phenomena

Intricate Textile Patterns Handloom Techniques

Skillful Weavers

Apatani Women

Generational Continuity

Knowledge Sharing Passing Down Techniques

Flora and Fauna

Sun, Moon, Rain

Apatani Textile Product Traditional Textile Tradition Design and Patterns Geotmsi Qe AN act Designs
Rich and Vibrant Colors

Symmetry and Precision Aesthetic Beauty

Color Palette Red, Yellow, Blue, Green, Black

Locally-sourced Fibers
Natural Fibers and Dyes <
Organic and Eco-friendly Dyes

Time-consuming Techniques
Sustainable Textile Production Handcrafted Process <
Preservation of Cultural Techniques

Livelihood for Apatani Women
Economic Importance <
Cultural Tourism Promotion and Preservation of Artistry
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Bamboo, Nettle, Cotton

Extracts from Plants, Insects

Weaving, Dyeing, Embroidery

Traditional Tools and Equipment Looms, Spindles, Needles

Income Generation Economic Empowerment

Sustainable Development

Attracting Visitors
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Worship of nature spirits
} Animistic beliefs
Sacred groves

Herbal remedies
} Traditional medicine
Ritual healing practices

In the Ziro Valley

In the state of Arunachal Pradesh <
Surrounded by mountains

Bordering China
Northeastern region of India <
Rich biodiversity

Location in India

Traditional beliefs and practices

Bamboo and cane crafts

Weaving Handicrafts and art forms
Woodcarving Indigenous tribe Belong to the Tibeto-Burman group

Apatani tribe

Distinctive facial tattoos
Ethnic identity Ornate nose plugs

Impact on traditional lifestyles
} Modernization and urbanization
Loss of cultural practices

Efforts to promote cultural tourism
} Tourism and cultural preservation
Preservation of traditional practices

Recognition of indigenous rights
> Government initiatives
Preservation of cultural heritage

Traditional attire

Rice cultivation

Challenges and preservation efforts Traditional agriculture-based livelihood

Terraced fields
Matrilineal society
Social structure and customs Clan system
Unique marriage customs
Dree festival

Festivals and rituals
Myoko festival
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THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT

i -BALTISTAN @
Gilgit-Baltistan key facts m‘_f Y ) _.:Jm e

| Itnuglﬂ;'i'!.
P B i e gy

*ﬂ‘ POPULATION

2m+ (2013),
Shia majority,
14% urban

i LITERACY RATE: '. _.:f.
<= Roughly 72% b |

m REVENUE EARNER:
Tourism, trekking
and mountaineering

At present, region has little . Asa'province, Pak can
say in its own affairs, directly i claim G-B will have greater
ruled from Istamabad despite  :  legisiative powers and

a pretense of autonomy ¢ control over its revenues

Download Riiacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests



UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Situated in northern Pakistan
Location and Geography <
Borders Afghanistan, China, and Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir

: Formerly known as Northern Areas
Introduction History <
Part of the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir before independence

Granted special autonomy in 2009
Administrative Status <
Governed by the Gilgit-Baltistan Legislative Assembly

Karakoram Highway links Gilgit-Baltistan to China
> Road and Air Connectivity
Gilgit and Skardu airports facilitate air travel

Rich in hydropower resources
} Hydropower Potential
Diamer-Bhasha and Dasu dams under construction

Development and Infrastructure

Home to various ethnic communities: Balti, Burusho, Shina, and others

Ethnic Diversity
Balti culture predominant in Baltistan region

Gllglt-BaltIStan ) Balti and Shina recognized as regional languages

Language

Dispute over the region's status between India and Pakistan
} Kashmir Conflict

Hinders economic and social development

Challenges and Future Prospects

Need for improved education and healthcare facilities Urdu and English commonly spoken
:> Socio-economic Development

Efforts to boost tourism and attract investments for economic growth Cultural festivals like Shandoor Polo Festival and Nauroz celebrated

Festivals and Traditions
Folk music and dance integral to the region's culture

Majestic mountains, lakes, and glaciers
Natural Landscapes <
Karakoram, Himalayas, and Hindu Kush ranges

Hunza Valley, Skardu, and Naltar Valley
Tourist Attractions <
K2 Base Camp and Fairy Meadows popular among mountaineers

Tourism and Natural Beauty
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Part of Jammu and Kashmir
Occupied by India <
Conflict between India and Pakistan

Claimed by both India and Pakistan
Disputed territory <
Divided into Indian-controlled and Pakistan-controlled areas

Kashmir region

Northeastern side of the Karakoram Range

> Located in the Gilgit-Baltistan region
Surrounded by towering peaks

Famous for its rivers, lakes, and glaciers
> Rich in natural beauty
A popular destination for trekking and mountaineering

Astore Valley

Connects Gilgit-Baltistan with Afghanistan
Narrow strip of land
. Z . . Located in northeastern Pakistan
regions bordering Gilgit-Baltistan * _ -
Home to various nomadic tribes
Shares a border with the Kohistan District of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Remote and sparsely populated
> Situated in the western region of Gilgit-Baltistan Harsh and difficult terrain
Flanked by the Nanga Parbat, the ninth highest mountain in the world .
Diamer Valley
Abundant in forests, rivers, and waterfalls

} Known for its breathtaking scenery . - Kash Controlled by Pakistan
art of the greater Kashmir region <

Offers opportunities for hiking and camping
Administered as a self-governing entity

Azad Jammu and Kashmir

Connected by Karakoram Highway

Shares a border with Gilgit-Baltistan <
Mountainous and picturesque landscape
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Inspiring numerous spiritual leaders and philosophers

Reviving the influence of Hinduism across India Born in Kaladi, Kerala, in the 8th century
Contributing to the development of Indian philosophy Influence and Legacy Early Life and Background Orphaned at a young age

Commentaries on scriptural texts

. . . . Showed great spiritual inclination from a young age
Leaving behind a rich body of literary work

Devotional hymns and poetry

Traveled extensively and debated with various scholars

Various mathas established by Shankaracharya still active today Developed the philosophy of Advaita Vedanta

Adi Shankaracharya Founding the Advaita Vedanta School

His teachings continue to shape the understanding of Hinduism

Continuing Relevance

Founded mathas (monastic organizations)

Impact on the understanding of Brahman, Atman, and Maya

_ _ _ o Wrote commentaries on the Brahma Sutras, the Bhagavad Gita, and the Upanishads
} Ongoing debates and discussions on his philosophy

His teachings on the nature of reality and consciousness

Reestablished the importance of the Vedas and Upanishads

Adi Shankaracharya, a remarkable philosopher and spiritual leader Consolidated various sects and traditions
Contributions to the Advaita Vedanta school and Hinduism are undeniable e e Established pragmatism and inclusivity within Hinduism

His legacy continues to inspire and guide seekers of spiritual wisdom.
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Promoted the concept of Jnana (knowledge) as the path to Moksha (liberation)



Advaita philosophy continues to be studied, practiced, and explored in modern times.

It has gained popularity in the West and is considered to be a source of spiritual
wisdom and insight.

Advaita teachings are often adapted and integrated into various spiritual and self-
development practices.

Advaita philosophy has greatly influenced Indian thought and spirituality.

It has influenced various schools of Hindu philosophy and has had an impact on
Indian art, literature, and culture.

Advaita has also garnered interest and influenced philosophers and scholars
worldwide.

Advaita philosophy offers various methods for realizing the non-dual nature of reality.

The path of knowledge (Jnana) involves inquiry, discrimination, and direct realization
of the Self.

Other paths include devotion (Bhakti) and selfless action (Karma).

Jiva refers to the individual soul in Advaita philosophy.

Maya is the principle of illusion or veiling that creates the apparent diversity of the
world.

According to Advaita, the individual soul is subject to Maya, which creates the
perception of separateness.
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Advaita in contemporary world

Influence of Advaita philosophy

Non-dualism in Advaita

Doctrine of Advaita

Methods of realization in Advaita

The concept of Brahman

Jiva and Maya in Advaita
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Advaita philosophy originated in the Vedanta school of Hindu philosophy.

Introduction to Advaita ph : Iosophy Key concepts of Advaita philosophy include non-dualism and the concept of

Brahman.

Non-dualism is the core principle of Advaita philosophy.

It asserts the non-dual nature of reality, where the ultimate reality is one without a
second.

Advaita emphasizes the oneness of the individual soul (Atman) and the universal soul
(Brahman).

Brahman is the supreme reality according to Advaita philosophy.
It is described as eternal, limitless, and the source of all existence.

Brahman is beyond attributes and qualities, and it can only be experienced through
realization.



UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

One of the Char Dham pilgrimage sites for Hindus

Known as the Lord of the Universe

. - - - - Dedicated to Lord Jagannath, a form of Lord Vishnu <
Hindu temple located in Puri, Odisha, India Worshipped along with his siblings, Balabhadra and Subhadra

Thousands of devotees pull the chariots of the deities
Visitors from all over the world come to seek blessings

Famous for its annual Rath Yatra or Chariot Festival <

Draws millions of devotees every year Considered a significant religious event in India

Devotees patiently wait for their turn to offer prayers Long queues can be seen during festive seasons

. . . . Showcases Kalinga architecture style
Conducts daily worship ceremonies and rituals

The temple administration manages various rituals and
activities

Vimana is the sanctum sanctorum where the deities reside

Including the Snana Yatra and Chandan Yatra Organizes special festivals and events throughout the year

Constructed in the 12th century by Anantavarman Consists of four main structures: Vimana, Jagamohana, Nata Mandira, and Bhoga Jagamohana is the audience hall for devotees
Chodaganga Mandapa

Preservation of heritage and architecture is given utmost importance Maintains the temple complex and its surroundings

Nata Mandira is the dancing hall

Jagannath Temple

) . Bhoga Mandapa is the offering hall
Mahaprasadam is considered sacred and pure

Made from sandstone and laterite stone
The food is cooked in traditional methods and offered to the deities before Offers prasadam or holy food to the devotees

distribution . s .
Served in the Ananda Bazaar or food market within the temple premises

Devotees believe that consuming prasadam brings divine blessings Called Navakalevara ceremony

The deities are replaced with new ones at regular
intervals

Only specific Brahmin priests are allowed to perform the ritual Considered as a divine privilege

Traditional Odissi dance and music are performed within the temple The old deities are buried in the temple premises

Promotes the rich cultural heritage of Odisha and India as a whole Encourages cultural and re“glous practices

> Various cultural programs and competitions are organized

Provides a platform for artists to showcase their talents Devotees believe that a visit to the temple can free them from the cycle of birth and

Believed to be a site of liberation death
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UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Built in the 13th century by King Narasimhadeva | of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty.

Historical significance Dedicated to the Hindu god Surya, the Sun god.
A UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1984.

Represents the grandeur and architectural brilliance of the ancient Kalinga region.

Attracts tourists from around the world who are fascinated by the temple's artistic
beauty and cultural heritage.

Venue for the annual Konark Dance Festival, showcasing various classical dance Cultural Importance

forms of India.

Jagmohan: The main entrance hall of the temple.

Pancharatha: The tower of the temple, consisting of five sections representing a
ratha or chariot.

Konark Sun Temple , Nata Mandir: The hall meant for dance performances and rituals.

Garbhagriha: The sanctum sanctorum where the idol of Surya is placed.

Influenced the Odissi dance form, which originated in the area surrounding the
temple.

Restoration and preservation work by the Archaeological Survey of India to protect
the temple from natural and human-induced damage. Intricate carvings: Depict scenes from everyday life, mythological stories, and erotic

. sculptures.
Installation of lightning conductors to prevent damage due to lightning strikes. Conservation efforts

Limiting human access to sensitive areas to prevent further deterioration. ) ) ] ] ] ] ] )
The temple is designed in the shape of a gigantic chariot with twelve pairs of carved

wheels, representing the twelve months of the year.

Sun-related symbolism

The Nata Mandir is aligned in a way that the first rays of the sun illuminate the deity
inside during sunrise.
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COrigins: Built during the reign of King Jajati Keshari

Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India
Patronage: Supported by various rulers, including Ganga dynasty and Gajapati rulers Historical Background

Preservation: Renovations and restorations by different rulers and organizations

Style: Kalinga Architecture

Artistic expression: Blend of Odisha's architectural and sculptural traditions Construction: 11th century

Cultural events: Music and dance performances during festivals Architecture Architectural features: Vimana, Jagamohana, Natamandapa, Bhoga-mandapa

Cultural Influence Lingaraja Temple

Tourism: Attracts both local and international visitors Materials: Sandstone, Laterite

Sculptures: Carvings of deities, mythical creatures, human figures
Heritage value: Recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site

Maintenance: Regular upkeep and conservation activities Dedicated to: Hindu deity Lord Shiva

Conservation Efforts Importance: One of the oldest and largest temples in Bhubaneswar

Community involvement: Engagement of local residents in preservation efforts Religious Signi ficance

Awareness programs: Education and promotion of the temple's historical and Festivals: Mahashiwratri, Ratha Yatra

architectural significance Spiritual practices: Rituals, prayers, offerings
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Situated on the Kumari hill
Influence on QOdisha's culture and traditions
Gajapati district, Odisha, India
Folklore and music associated with the temple

Cultural Influence

Temple attracts artists, musicians, and performers _ _ N
Ancient temple dedicated to the Goddess Tara Tarini
Promotes cultural tourism in the region

Mentioned in various scriptures and legends

Believed to be a Shakti Pitha

Efforts to protect and restore the temple

Regular maintenance and renovation work

Conservation and Preservation

Unique blend of traditional and contemporary styles

Steps taken to preserve the surrounding environment
. Main temple structure with three shrines
Inclusion in government heritage initiatives Architecture

Tara Tarini Temple

Beautifully carved sculptures and motifs

Magnificent views from the hilltop
Major tourist attraction in Odisha

Pilgrims from all over the country visit the temple

Tourism and Pilgrimage Makar Mela - grand annual fair

Nearby attractions and tourist facilities
: : Tara Tarini Yatra - pilgrimage to the temple
Significant economic impact on the local community Festivals and Celebrations

Navratri - nine-day festival dedicated to the Goddess

Special rituals and ceremonies held throughout the year
Stories of Goddess Tara Tarini's miracles

Legend of the twin goddesses Tara and Tarini

Local Legends and Myths

Goddess Tara Tarini is considered a powerful deity

Folklore surrounding the temple's origins
- ! - Devotees seek her blessings for various reasons
Myths related to the temple's spiritual powers Spiritual Significance
Belief in granting wishes and fulfiling desires

Popular destination for spiritual seekers and tourists
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Traces its origins to Abraham <

Made a covenant with God

Torah: Five books of Moses

Holy scriptures: Torah, Talmud, Tanakh Talmud: Collection of Jewish law and tradition

Ancient monotheistic religion
Tanakh: Hebrew Bible

Monotheism: Belief in one God

Core beliefs Covenant: Agreement between God and Jewish people

Commandments: Moral and religious laws

Passover: Commemorates the liberation from slavery in ancient Egypt

Hanukkah: Celebration of the rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem

Jewish holidays and festivals
Led by rabbis

Purim: Commemorates the survival of the Jewish people as told in the Book of Esther
Worship at synagogues
Liturgical prayers and readings

Sukkot: Harvest festival commemorating the wilderness period
Weekly day of rest and reflection

Observance of Shabbat
Begins on Friday evening and ends on Saturday evening

Judaism |

Prejudice and discrimination against Jews
> Anti-Semitism
Rosh Hashanah: Jewish New Year

Historical persecution and pogroms

Engagement with other religions
} Interfaith dialogue and relations
Efforts towards peace and understanding

Jewish national movement
} Zionism and the State of Israel
Creation of a Jewish homeland

High Holy Days
Yom Kippur: Day of Atonement
Kosher food regulations

Dietary laws
Prohibition on consuming certain foods

Modern challenges and issues

Strict adherence to Jewish law
Orthodox Judaism {

Decline in religious observance and cultural integration
} Secularization and assimilation
Separate gender roles in prayer and customs

Challenges to maintaining Jewish identity

Tikkun Olam: Repairing the world through acts of kindness and justice
>— Jewish ethics and social justice
Engagement in charitable work and advocacy

Progressive and liberal approach to traditions
Reform Judaism {
Emphasis on individual autonomy in interpreting Jewish law
Middle ground between Orthodox and Reform

Conservative Judaism {
Modified adherence to Jewish law

Major Jewish sects
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Kabir’s birth and early life
Kabir’s life and background <
Influence of Islam and Hinduism on Kabir

Introduction to Kabir’s philosophy Oneness and unity of God

Equality and brotherhood among all humans
Rejecting religious dogmas and rituals

Critique of social hierarchies and caste system . : _ o Core beliefs of Kabir’s philosophy

Kabir’s social teachings and activism Emphasis on love and devotion
Kabir’s voice against religious discrimination
Importance of inner experience over external practices

Encouragement of simple living and humility

Kabir’s view of God as beyond religious boundaries

Impact on Indian spirituality and religious traditions

God as the formless and omnipresent

Kabir’s Philosophy Concept of God in Kabir’s philosophy

Reverence for Kabir in various religious communities

Influence of Kabir’s philosophy Kabir’s belief in the Divinity within all beings

Legacy of Kabir’s teachings in literature and music

Kabir’s relevance in contemporary times
Importance of remembering God’s name

Value of sincere devotion and surrender
Path of Bhakti (devotion)
Need for inner purity and detachment

. . __ . Kabir’s message of love and compassion
Kabir’s teachings on spirituality

The importance of self-realization
Transcending dualities and realizing the ultimate truth

Path of Jnana (knowledge)
Overcoming ignorance through seeking knowledge

Union of knowledge and devotion in Kabir’s philosophy
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Nirguna: devotion to formless, attributeless aspect of God
Concept of Nirguna and Saguna in bhakti <

Saguna: devotion to God with attributes and form
Emphasis on the formless and transcendent nature of God
Belief in the divine presence in everything and everyone
Characteristics and features of Nirguna form of bhaki
Focus on inner realization and spiritual experience
Rejection of external rituals and materialistic desires
Influence of Advaita Vedanta philosophy
. . o . . . Philosophical roots and influences of Nirguna form of bhakti Influence of Bhakti movement and saints like Kabir and Mirabai
Nirguna form of bhakti Definition and meaning of Nirguna form of bhakti
Elevation of self-realization and liberation as ultimate goals
Meditation and contemplation on the formless aspect of God
Chanting of mantras and prayers expressing devotion to the formless
Practices and expressions of Nirguna form of bhaki
Internalizing and reflecting on the divine qualities within oneself
Engaging in selfless service and compassion towards all beings
Emphasis on unity, inclusiveness, and equality among all beings

Recognition of the interconnectedness of all existence

Relevance and impact of Nirguna form of bhakti in contemporary society
Inspiration for individuals seeking spiritual liberation and inner peace

Call to transcend materialistic pursuits and focus on inner divine connection.
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Founded by Guru Nanak
Developed in the 15th century <
Believed in one God

Originated in Punjab, India

Praying daily Blends elements of Hinduism and Islam
Attending the gurdwara
Participating in community service Practices and rituals Monotheistic religion
Vaisakhi - the founding of the Khalsa Devotion to God Meditating on God's name
Gurpurabs - birth anniversaries of the Gurus Observing important festivals

Beliefs and principles

Rejects caste system
Equality and social justice <
Promotes gender equality

Celebrated with prayers and festivities Diwali - the festival of lights

Considered the living Guru
Guru Granth Sahib as the central religious text {

Strong emphasis on equality Contains hymns and teachings

Promotes tolerance and harmony

Played a role in Indian independence . ' . . g . 0 ) ) o .
} Influences politics and social movements Sikhism's significance in society Kesh - uncut hair as a symbol of Sikh identity

Advocates for human rights and justice Kangha - a wooden comb to maintain cleanliness

Found in various countries worldwide Kara - a steel bracelet representing unity

> Global Sikh community and diaspora Five Ks and the Sikh code of conduct

Significant populations in Canada and the UK. Kachera - undergarments reflecting modesty

Kirpan - a ceremonial dagger for self-defense

Sikh code of conduct known as the Rehat Maryada
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. . . . Developed as a reaction to formalism and legalism
Believes in the unity of all beings Originated in the 8th century <

Rooted in the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad

Values tolerance and respect for all religions

Islamic mysticism that emphasizes the inward search
for God

Rejects violence and extremism Promotes peace, harmony, and compassion

Focuses on spiritual purification and self-discipline

Sufi orders serve as communities of spiritual
practitioners

Through practices such as meditation and contemplation

Provide a structured framework for spiritual development
Passed down through an oral tradition >

, : . Seeks to reach a state of oneness with God {
Preserve and transmit Sufi teachings Through the remembrance of God

Encourage discipleship and spiritual lineage Believes in the direct experience of the Divine

Regards love as the highest form of worship

Sufism

Expresses the longing for union with the Divine

Sufi literature encompasses poetry, music, and dance Emphasizes the importance of a spiritual guide or Guides provide spiritual guidance and mentorship

teacher Help seekers on their path to enlightenment

Through metaphor and symbolism
} Communicates mystical experiences and insights
Inspires spiritual awakening and transformation

Plays a significant role in Islamic art and literature

Encourages detachment from material possessions Considers them as distractions from spiritual growth

Sufism continues to influence Islamic culture and
spirituality

Advocates for the renunciation of worldly desires

Enhances the spiritual dimension of Islam Inspires devotion and reverence for God

Promotes simplicity and austerity in lifestyle

Sufi teachings continue to attract seekers of divine truth.
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The implementation of Vedic governance requires educating people about its

principles and values. .
Education and Awareness

Public awareness programs can help in spreading the knowledge.

Resistance from those accustomed to existing systems of governance can be a
challenge.

Vedic governance is a system of governance based on ancient Indian scriptures and
teachings.

Definition and Introduction to Vedic Governance

Resistance to Change

Promoting the benefits and moral superiority of Vedic governance is crucial. It promotes a holistic approach to governance that integrates spirituality, morality, and

ethics.
Vedic governance needs to be adapted to the present, taking into account the
changing social, economic, and political contexts.
Modernization and Adaptation ) _ ; o ;
It should integrate modern technologies and management practices without Implementation and Challenges of Vedic Governance Dharma is the fundamental principle of Vedic governance.

compromising its core principles. Dharma

It represents righteousness, duty, and moral values that guide the actions of rulers

Vedic governance can be successful when there is collaboration and cooperation and citizens.
among different stakeholders. Collaboration and Cooperation Raja Dharma refers to the responsibilities and duties of a ruler.
Raja Dharma

Poliltical IcataSers, religious leaders, and the public must work together for its effective < : It includes protecting and serving the welfare of the people.
implementation.

Regular moniforing and evaluation mechanisms are necessary {0 ensure the Vedlc GOVG rnance z\)/\(/;ailstr;arma refers to the individual duties and responsibilities that each person has in

effectiveness and efficiency of Vedic governance. Monitori Evaluati Swadharma .

onitoring and Evaluation It emphasizes the importance of fulfilling one's own duties towards the collective

Feedback and corrective measures can be taken for continuous improvement. good.

Vedic governance offers a holistic and ethical approach to governing society.

Vedic governance emphasizes decentralized decision-making.
Decentralization <

It values spirituality, morality, and sustainability, promoting a harmonious and just

ety Local self-governance and community involvement are given importance.
society.

Leaders in Vedic governance are accountable to both the people and divine laws.
Accountability <

Transparency and integrity in decision-making processes are essential.
Features of Vedic Governance Vedic governance promotes equality and social justice for all members of society.
Equality and Social Justice <

Discrimination based on caste, gender, or religion is not tolerated.

Vedic governance focuses on sustainable development and the preservation of

) natural resources.
Sustainable Development

It encourages practices that promote environmental well-being.
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Based in the Deccan region of present-day India

Ancient Indian dynasty Ruled from around 230 BCE to 220 CE <
Governed a vast territory

Constructed Buddhist stupas and monasteries
> Patronized art and architecture
Commissioned cave temples and sculptures

Encouraged Sanskrit literature and theater
> Cultural and intellectual growth
Developed a unique style of coinage

Believed to be founded by Simuka

Some claim they were originally tribal chieftains
Exact origins are debated {
Others believe they were Brahminical in origin

Art, architecture, and culture First ruler of the dynasty

Founding of the Satavahana dynasty

Weakened the dynasty's stability
} Internal conflicts and succession disputes

Resulted in the loss of territory .
Decline of the Satavahana dynasty Satavahanas
Pushyamitra Shunga invaded and weakened the Satavahanas
} Invasions and foreign rule

Later, the region was conquered by the Ikshvakus

Expanded their kingdom through military conquests
Simuka and his successors <
Fought against other regional powers

Regarded as the greatest Satavahana ruler
Satakarni <

Expansion and consolidation of power
Extended the empire to its zenith of power

Developed a flourishing maritime trade network

Encouraged trade and commerce <

Their administrative system and regional policies o _ _ . . . .
} Influenced future dynasties Maintained diplomatic relationships with foreign powers

Artistic and cultural developments

Legacy of the Satavahanas

The establishment of other powerful dynasties Resurgence of the Deccan region

Ruled through a decentralized system
Democracy and decentralization <
Local chiefs held significant power

Administration and social structure

People from various backgrounds and religions
Society <
Supported the growth of Buddhism and Jainism
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Satavahana dynasty ruled in India from 230 BCE to 220 CE.
Background

Emperor acted as the supreme commander of the military. Known for their efficient administrative system.

Army consisted of infantry, cavalry, and elephants. Military Administration

Soldiers were recruited from different social groups. Empire was divided into provinces called "Janapadas."

Administrative Divisions
Each Janapada had a governor known as "Mahamatra."

Satavahanas encouraged trade and commerce.

Maintained a network of trade routes. Trade and Commerce Emperor was the supreme authority and held executive powers.

Natives and foreigners engaged in business activities. Central Administration Council of ministers assisted the emperor in decision-making.

Satvahanas Administration Important posts like the chief secretary and treasurer existed.

Emphasis on the welfare of the people.

Construction of tanks, wells, and hospitals for public benefit. Welfare Measures Land revenue formed a major part of the empire's income.

Revenue Administration System of assessing land revenue was organized.

Encouragement of arts, literature, and education.
Revenue officials known as "Sannidhata" were responsible for collection.

Satavahana administration influenced later dynasties.

Set a precedent for efficient governance in ancient India. Laws were based on ancient texts like Manusmriti.

Contributed to the overall development of the empire. Judicial system had hierarchical structure.

Judicial Administration
Local level courts existed to settle disputes.

Royal court dealt with major cases and appeals.
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Enables learning and mutual understanding among member states

Facilitates the formation of alliances and partnerships among member states

Small and large member states have an equal opportunity to voice their opinions

Collaboration and compromise are essential in the decision-making process

Example includes the establishment of new policy councils and working groups

Continuously evaluates and improves its functioning and efficiency

Examples include respect for human rights, democracy, and the rule of law

Strives to maintain peace, stability, and prosperity in Europe and beyond.

Allows member states to exchange views and discuss policies

} Provides a platform for sharing best practices and exchanging experiences

Decisions are made collectively, with input from all member states

} Ensures that the interests of all member states are taken into account

Adjusts its composition and working methods as the EU expands

} Responds to new policy areas and emerging priorities

Promotes unity, cooperation, and solidarity among member states

} Upholds the values and principles of the European Union

>
>

Represents a forum for dialogue and cooperation

among member states

Reflects the democratic and inclusive nature of the

European Union

Constantly adapts to the evolving needs and
challenges of the European Union

Important institution in ensuring the stability and
progress of the European Union
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Representatives from each member state

Union

Council of Ministers European Union

Union

Plays a significant role in shaping the EU's external
relations
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Meet regularly to discuss and make decisions on important European Union policies {

Composed of different ministers from each member state <

Functions as the executive branch of the European

Key role in the decision-making process of the

Represents both the national interests of member
states and the collective interest of the European

Play a crucial role in shaping the EU's agenda and policies

Responsible for making decisions on legislative proposals from the European
Commission

Ministers responsible for specific policy areas

Each member state has a rotating presidency

Responsible for implementing the decisions and policies agreed upon
Collaboration with the European Commission to propose new legislation

Works closely with the European Commission and the European Parliament {
Collaboration with the European Parliament to ensure democratic legitimacy

Decisions taken by the Council of Ministers require a qualified majority

Larger member states have more voting power
Each member state has a different number of votes, reflecting its size and population <

Implements the principle of weighted voting

Decision-making process aims at consensus and compromises

Each minister represents their respective government and defends its position
Strives to find common ground and reach agreements

Balances national concerns with the overall EU objectives and goals <
Seeks to avoid decisions that may negatively impact any member state

Participates in global discussions and negotiations on behalf of the European Union

Examples include trade negotiations, climate change agreements, and security
policies

Sets the EU's common position on international issues

Coordinates with the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy

Ensures consistency and coherence in the EU's external actions
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Flexibility and adaptability

Efficiency and accountability Definition of parliamentary form of government

Advantages of parliamentary form of government

Continuous government Role of the legislature

Definition and overview

Popular representation and inclusivity Role of the executive

Advantages and disadvantages

Key feat d ch teristi f parli ta I
Potental for pofiical instabilty ey features and characteristics of parliamentary systems Separation of powers
Lack of checks and balances Collecti ibil

Disadvantages of parliamentary systems ollective responsibility
Challenges of forming coalitions

Limited influence of the opposition Origins and evolution of parliamentary systems

: _ Influence of the British parliamentary model
Historical background and development

United Kingdom Spread of parliamentary systems around the world

Canada Parliamenta ry form of governme nt Variations and adaptations of parliamentary government

Germany .
_ Examples of parliamentary systems
India Composition and representation
Australia Functions and powers
Parliament
New Zealand Types of parliamentary systems (unicameral vs bicameral)

Legislative process and decision-making

Role and composition of the executive

Appointment and dismissal of the government

Structure and components Executive branch

Relationship between the executive and parliament
Role of the prime minister
Independence of the judiciary
Judiciary Judicial review and constitutional oversight

Interactions between the judiciary and other branches
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Definition: A principle in which a group takes joint

responsibility for the outcomes and actions of the
group as a whole

Diffusion of responsibility Encourages collaboration and teamwork

Conflict and disagreement within the group Fosters accountability among group members

Challenges

Balancing individual accountability with collective responsibility Importance:

Promotes a sense of unity and shared purpose Enhances group performance and effectiveness

Ensuring all perspectives are considered Managing and resolving conflicts of interest

Facilitates decision-making and problem-solving processes

Cabinet decisions are collectively accepted and implemented Government:

Cabinet system
Government and politics <
Parliamentary democracy

Board of directors
Corporate governance <
Executive management team

Faculty and administration
Educational institutions <
Student organizations

Board members collaborate to make strategic decisions Corporate world

Principle of Collective Responsibility

Students work together on group projects Classroom environment:

Volunteers collectively contribute towards achieving the organization's goals Non-profit organizations

Application:

Conclusion: The principle of collective responsibility

promotes collaboration, accountability, and shared Non-profit organizations

Social and community organizations <

decision-making within a group or organization,
leading to improved outcomes and increased success.

Volunteer groups

Shared burden and reduced individual pressure

: Increased trust and cohesion within the group
Benefits
Improved communication and cooperation

Enhances the likelihood of success and accomplishment
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Ikat is a traditional dyeing technique used to create intricate patterns on textiles.

It originated in several parts of the world, including Central Asia, Southeast Asia, and
South America.

Definition and Origin

kat continues to be a prominent textile art form in many parts of the world. The word "ikat" comes from the Indonesian language and means "to bind" or "to tie".

It has gained popularity in contemporary fashion and interior design, with designers
incorporating ikat patterns into their creations.

Contemporary Uses and Influence

The art of ikat can be traced back thousands of years.

The unique and vibrant designs of ikat have also inspired other art forms, such as

painting and printmaking. It has been found in archaeological sites and ancient civilizations, such as in Egypt

History and Development and Mesopotamia.

The technique of ikat was widely practiced along the Silk Road, connecting different

Ikat holds significant cultural and societal importance in many regions. cultures.
It is often associated with ritual ceremonies, weddings, and other important events. Cultural Significance Ikat
The patterns and motifs used in ikat can convey symbolic meanings and represent Ikat involves a resist dyeing method, where selected areas of the fabric are tied or
cultural identity. bound to prevent dye penetration.

The bound fabric is then dyed, creating unique and intricate patterns when the
bindings are removed.

Technique and Process

Due to its historical and cultural value, efforts have been made to preserve and revive
the art of ikat. The process requires great skill and precision, as the dyeing and binding must align

- . i . rfectly to achieve the desired design.
Organizations and artisans work to pass down the traditional techniques and 1 q pe
knowledge to future generations. Preservation and Revival Efforts

Various educational programs and workshops aim to raise awareness and Different regions and cultures have developed their own styles and variations of ikat.

appreciation for this ancient art form.
Variations and Sty|es Some common types include warp ikat, weft ikat, and double ikat.

The patterns and colors used in ikat can vary greatly, reflecting the cultural and
artistic traditions of the area.
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Renowned for its handloom saris and fabrics
Known as 'Silk City" <
Traditional art that dates back centuries

Indian village famous for ikat weaving

Located in Telangana state, India

Recognized as a Geographical Indication (Gl) product ) - .
Cultural significance and recognition
Showcased at fashion events and exhibitions .
Hist d traditi fikat : Art form passed down through generations
ISTtOory ana tradition or ikat weavin
POChampa"y i 9 Intricate process of tying and dyeing threads
Provides livelihood to weavers and artisans -
Economic impact
Promotes tourism and crafts industry in the region
Woven with precision and skill

Vibrant and colorful silk sarees
Download Riiacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

Pochampally sarees Geometric and floral designs
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Global Code of Ethics for Tourism

International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development Key Initiatives Established in 1975
stablished in

Global Tourism Resilience and Crisis Management Centre Introduction

Specialized agency of the United Nations

Job creation and income generation _ _ _
Promote sustainable and responsible tourism

Preservation of natural and cultural heritage Impact and Benefits

Goals and Objectives Contribute to economic development and poverty reduction

Growth of local economies and infrastructure _ _
Foster cultural understanding and preservation

. 159 member states
Membership
Collaborative efforts among governments, NGOs, and industry stakeholders

Research and analysis on global tourism trends

United Nations World Tourism Organisation
(UNWTO)

Climate change and environmental concerns

Overtourism and its negative impact : :
Challenges and Future Directions
Technological advancements and digital transformation

Inclusion and accessibility for all tourists

Activities and Programs Capacity building and training programs

Promotion of tourism as a tool for development
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Situated in Angkor Archaeological Park, spanning over 400 acres

Dedicated to the Hindu god Vishnu

Built in the early 12th century by King Suryavarman I <
Represents Mount Meru, the home of the gods in Hindu mythology

Central temple pyramid with five towers
Comprised of multiple structures and features <

Surrounding galleries decorated with intricate bas-reliefs Depicting scenes from Hindu epics and Khmer history

Reflects the classical Khmer style
Architectural characteristics <
Symmetrical design and elaborate ornamentation

Location: Siem Reap, Cambodia

Efforts to conserve and restore the temple since the 20th century UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1992

Climate change and its impact on the site Popular tourist attraction and symbol of Cambodia's cultural heritage

> Challenges of maintaining the fragile structures and preventing further deterioration Preservation and challenges

Consequences of tourism and mass visitor numbers

Symbolizes the pinnacle of Khmer architecture and artistry Largest religious monument in the world

Destination for pilgrimage and religious ceremonies
Religious and spiritual importance {
Place of worship for Buddhists since the 14th century

Aim to ensure the survival of Angkor Wat for future generations Collaborative projects involving international organizations and Cambodian authorities

Angkor Wat Temple

Significance

This multi-level outline provides a comprehensive

overview of Angkor Wat Temple, covering its location, Testimony to the grandeur of the Khmer Empire

Cultural and historical significance {

architecture, significance, tourist experience, and
preservation challenges.

Houses valuable historical artifacts and inscriptions

Explore the vast complex with a knowledgeable guide Learn about the history and symbolism of the temple
Climb up the steep steps to the upper levels for panoramic views

Tourist experience Get lost in the labyrinthine galleries and admire the intricate carvings

Witness stunning sunrises and sunsets over the temple silhouette

Visit nearby temples and attractions within Angkor Archaeological Park
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In conclusion, Cambodia is a country with a rich
history, diverse culture, and unique natural beauty.
Despite its past challenges, Cambodia is striving
towards development and attracting visitors from
around the world to experience its wonders.

The traditional Khmer greeting is the Sampeah, where the palms are pressed
together in a prayer-like gesture. Cambodian people are known for their warmth and

Festivals, such as the Water Festival and Khmer New Year, showcase the vibrant hospitality, making visitors feel welcome.
traditions and customs of the Cambodian people.

Angkor Archaeological Park, with its ancient temples, is a major tourist destination. Cambodia offers a range of attractions for tourists,
The coastal areas, such as Sihanoukville and Koh Rong, are popular beach mCIUdm_g historical s_lt_es, Stunnmg Iandscapes, and
destinations. ecotourism opportunities.

Located in the southern portion of the Indochina
Peninsula, Cambodia shares borders with Thailand,
Laos, and Vietnam.

The Royal Ballet of Cambodia and classical Khmer music are important cultural

treasures. > Traditional dance, music, and art play a significant role in the cultural life of the Cambodia iS a country in SoutheaSt ASia
The intricate carvings and sculptures found in the temples reflect the rich artistic country. Cambodian culture is influenced by Theravada . . . The capital and largest city of Cambodia is Phnom
heritage of Cambodia. Buddhism, which is practiced by the majority of the known for its rlch_ history and cultural Penh.

Cuisine in Cambodia is diverse, with dishes like Amok, a popular Khmer curry, and population. he I‘Itage.

Rice, noodles, and fresh vegetables are staple ingredients in Cambodian cuisine.

fish-based dishes being widely consumed.

Cambodia has a diverse landscape, with the Mekong

Tourism, garment manufacturing, and construction are also important sectors
contributing to the economy.

River and the Tonle Sap Lake being prominent
geographical features.

The economy of Cambodia is primarily agrarian, with

However, poverty and inequality remain significant challenges for Cambodia. rice being the staple crop.

. . . . L > The country has witnessed rapid economic growth in recent years.
Efforts are being made to promote inclusive growth and improve living standards for

all Cambodians.

The Khmer Rouge regime of the late 1970s had a devastating impact on the country,
resulting in the loss of millions of lives and severe social and economic damage. Cambodia has a population of over 15 million people,

Cambodia has made significant progress in the post-war years, focusing on with Khmer being the official language.
rebuilding and attracting tourists.

The country is home to numerous ancient temples and

ruins, including the famous Angkor Wat, which is a
UNESCO World Heritage site.
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Flourished under the rule of Cholas, Cheras, and Pandyas

Evolved between 7th and 18th centuries <
Reflects the Dravidian architectural characteristics

Towering gopurams

Known for its distinct features Elaborate sculptures and intricate carvings

Originated in South India

Inner halls and sanctums

Dedicated to different deities
Significance in Hindu religion <
Serve as a place of worship and pilgrimage

Built by Chola Emperor Rajaraja |

Cultural Heritage sites protected by the government : .
Preservation and conservation efforts
Restoration projects undertaken to maintain their grandeur

Attracts visitors from all over the world

Showcases the rich cultural heritage of South India Tourist attraction and cultural significance

Brihadeeswarar Temple in Thanjavur Features a massive 60-meter tall vimana
Sculptures depict stories from Hindu mythology

Dravidian style of Temple
Popular examples of Dravidian style temples _ _
Dedicated to Goddess Meenakshi and Lord Sundareswarar

Meenakshi Amman Temple in Madurai Intricate carvings portraying mythological tales

Festivals and rituals celebrated with great devotion
Four outer gopurams depict different deities

Spread beyond South India to other parts of the country

Influence on temple architecture Influenced the architectural style of temples in Southeast Asia

Impact on modern architectural practices
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» The Chola Empire was prosperous due to its control over trade and agriculture.

* Agriculture and irrigation were given significant importance, leading to abundant
food production.

Economic Prosperity

« Trade flourished, with the Cholas being involved in both internal and international
commercial activities.

» The Chola Empire had a hierarchical social structure.

 Society was divided into different classes, including the ruling class, priests,

traders, farmers, and laborers. Societal Structure

* The caste system played a crucial role in determining a person's occupation and
social status.

* The decline of the Chola Empire began in the 13th century due to internal conflicts
and external invasions.

 The Pandyas, Hoysalas, and other regional powers gradually gained independence

from Chola rule. Decline of the Chola Empire

 The empire faced significant setbacks during the reign of later Chola kings, which
led to its ultimate downfall.

» The Chola Empire left a lasting impact on South Indian culture, art, and
architecture.

* Their contributions to literature, music, and dance continue to influence
contemporary Tamil culture.

Legacy of the Chola Empire

* The legacy of the Chola Empire serves as a testament to the rich history and
achievements of ancient South India.
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/|
Chola Empire

» The Chola Empire was a powerful South Indian dynasty that ruled from the 9th to
the 13th century.

Introduction

* It was one of the longest-ruling dynasties in the history of southern India.

» The Chola Empire traces its origins back to the 3rd century BCE.

* The early Chola rulers gained prominence by conquering the smaller kingdoms in
the region.

» The empire expanded its territory by annexing neighboring kingdoms through
military campaigns.

* The Chola Empire had a well-structured administrative system.

* The king served as the central authority, overseeing various departments and

Government and Administration appointing officials.

* Local administration was carried out by regional governors called "mandalams.

» The Chola Empire had a formidable military force, consisting of a well-disciplined
army and a powerful navy.

» The empire successfully conquered regions as far as Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and
parts of Southeast Asia.

Military and Conquests

* The Cholas established naval dominance in the Indian Ocean, allowing them to
control sea trade routes.

* The Chola period witnessed a remarkable artistic and architectural resurgence.

* Temples, such as the Brihadeeswara Temple in Thanjawvur, were built with intricate
carvings and grand structures.

Art and Architecture

» Chola art showcased mastery in bronze sculptures, with the famous Nataraja
sculpture being a prime example.
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The river Kaveri is a crucial source of water for both drinking and irrigation
purposes.

It plays a vital role in the agriculture-dependent economy of the region.

Several dams and reservoirs have been constructed along the river for water storage Water resources and Irrigation

and irrigation.

The water disputes between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu over sharing the river's water
have been a contentious issue.

The river and its surrounding areas are home to a rich and diverse range of flora and
fauna.

The Kaveri Delta is known for its fertile soil and extensive paddy fields.

Biodiversity and ecological importance River Kaveri

The river supports a variety of aquatic life including fish and other water species.

Preservation and restoration efforts are being undertaken to conserve the river's
biodiversity.

The river Kaveri has played a significant role in the economic development of the
region.

It has enabled the growth of agriculture, trade, and industries along its banks.

_ Economic significance and development
The river's water is used for power generation through hydroelectric projects.

Tourism related to the river and its scenic beauty also contributes to the local
economy.

Length and Drainage basin

Cultural and historical significance

The river Kaveri is located in South India.
It is one of the major rivers in the Indian subcontinent.
Location and Geographlcal features The river originates in the Western Ghats of Karnataka.

It flows through the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu before emptying into the Bay
of Bengal.

The length of the river Kaveri is approximately 800 kilometers.

It has a large and important drainage basin covering an area of around 81,155
square kilometers.

The river is known for its extensive network of tributaries and distributaries.

The river Kaveri holds immense cultural and historical significance.

It is considered sacred by Hindus and is associated with numerous myths and
legends.

The river has witnessed the rise and fall of several ancient kingdoms.

It is mentioned in ancient Tamil literature and is an integral part of the region's cultural
heritage.
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Variety of industries and crafts in the Sangam Economy.

Iron smelting and metallurgy techniques. Industries and Crafts in Sangam Economy

Pottery making and its importance in trade. Metalwork, pottery, and weaving as major industries.

Sangam Economy refers to the ancient economic system that existed during the
Sangam period in Southern India.

Definition and Overview

It was characterized by the dominance of agriculture, trade, and commerce in the

Weaving of cotton and silk fabrics. region.

Social classes and their economic roles.

Importance of agriculture in the Sangam Economy.
Agrarian landlords and workers. . . . S anaam E conom Ag"cu":u rein Sangam Economy Paddy cultivation and its significance.
} Economic inequality and its impact on society. Social and Economic Structure in Sangam Economy g y

Crops grown and farming techniques employed during the period. {
Role of merchants and artisans.

Other crops like millets, sugarcane, and fruits.
Economic support to arts and literature during the period.

Role of trade and commerce in the Sangam Economy.

Influence of Sangam Economy on subsequent periods. Ports and trading routes.

Trade and Commerce in Sangam Economy Maritime trade and its impact on the economy. <
Cultural exchange through trade.

Trade relations with foreign countries like Rome and China.

Trade guilds and merchants.
Inland trade and its significance. <
Barter system and currency.

} Legacy and contributions to the development of Tamil society and culture. Impact of Sangam Economy

Influence on literature and poetry.

Lessons and insights from the Sangam Economy for modern times.
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It promotes the use of innovative solutions, new technologies, and sustainable
consumption and production patterns to achieve sustainable development.

It also highlights the importance of global partnerships for sustainable development,
including South-South cooperation and friangular cooperation.

It requires political will, leadership, and long-term commitment to address the root
causes of poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation.

It calls for fostering inclusive and sustainable economic growth, creating decent jobs,
promoting social protection, and reducing inequalities within and between countries.

The 2030 Agenda recognizes the interconnected nature
of the challenges we face and the need for integrated
approaches that balance social, economic, and
environmental dimensions of sustainable development.

The 2030 Agenda is a transformative agenda that
requires bold and ambitious actions by all stakeholders
to create a more just, equitable, and sustainable world.
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2030 Agenda

Download Rilacademy

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is a

global blueprint for achieving peace and prosperity for

all people and the planet by the year 2030.

The implementation of the 2030 Agenda requires global
partnerships, cooperation, and collective action at all

levels, from governments and international
organizations to civil society and the private sector.

ppto A

It was adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015 as a universal call to
action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that all people enjoy peace and
prosperity by 2030.

The 2030 Agenda recognizes that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions
is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development.

It calls for mobilizing financial resources, transferring technology, and capacity
building to support developing countries in their efforts to achieve the SDGs.

It also stresses the importance of data collection, monitoring, and reporting to track
progress, identify gaps, and ensure accountability for the implementation of the goals
and targets.

The agenda consists of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which aim to
address the most pressing social, economic, and environmental challenges of our
time.

The SDGs cover a wide range of issues, including poverty, hunger, health,
education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, renewable energy,
sustainable economic growth, and climate action.

It emphasizes the need to leave no one behind and to empower all people,
particularly women and girls, to achieve their full potential and contribute to
sustainable development.

It also calls for the promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies, access to justice for
all, and the building of effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at all levels.



The FAO implements various programs and initiatives to address global food and
agricultural challenges.

It facilitates knowledge-sharing and technical cooperation among its member
countries.

The organization promotes responsible agricultural practices and advocates for the
rights of farmers and agricultural workers.

It also provides assistance during emergencies and supports countries in developing
their agricultural sectors.

The FAO has played a significant role in reducing hunger and improving food
security globally.

It has developed strategies and policies to promote sustainable agriculture and
enhance agricultural productivity.

The organization has contributed to the improvement of rural livelihoods and the
empowerment of rural communities.

The FAO plans to continue its efforts in eradicating hunger and addressing
challenges faced by the agriculture sector.

It aims to promote agroecology and sustainable food systems, integrating biodiversity
and climate resilience into agricultural practices.

The organization will focus on strengthening partnerships and collaborations to
achieve its goals on a global scale.

Programs and Initiatives
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Food and Agriculture Organization

Future Outlook
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations.

It focuses on eradicating hunger, improving nutrition, and promoting sustainable
agriculture.

The FAO works towards achieving food security for all, ensuring that people have
access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food.

It collaborates with governments and stakeholders to enhance agricultural productivity
and sustainable natural resource management.

The organization also fosters rural development and supports the empowerment of
small-scale farmers.

The FAO aims to eliminate hunger and malnutrition by promoting sustainable food
systems and agriculture.

It strives to reduce poverty, strengthen rural livelihoods, and enhance resilience to
climate change in agriculture.

The organization works towards achieving sustainable management and efficient use
of natural resources.
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Ensure social protection for the poor and vulnerable
Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger <

Implement appropriate policies to reduce poverty rates

No Poverty

Ensure equal opportunities and reduce income inequality Promote sustainable agriculture practices

} Reduce inequalities within and among countries Achieve sustainable food production systems <

Empower and promote the social, economic, and political inclusion of all Improve crop yields and access to nutritious food

Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities
Implement progressive taxation and social safety nets

> Promote social protection systems, policies, and legislation | . .
. L ) nvest in agricultural research and technolo
Protect the rights of winerable and marginalized populations End hunger, achieve food security, and improved nutrition { g ay

Enhance small-scale agricultural productivity

Zero Hunger _ _
Provide affordable and adequate housing for all Enhance sustainable aquaculture practices

> Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable Promote sustainable livestock and fisheries <

Improve urban planning and management Improve animal welfare and management practices

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
Develop efficient and low-carbon transportation options

> Enhance sustainable transport systems :
Improve access to safe, affordable, and sustainable transport Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all < Strengthen healthcare systems and infrastructure

Improve access to essential medicines and vaccines

Good Health and Well-being

Promote resource and energy efficiency Prevent and treat diseases such as cancer and diabetes

} Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns Reduce the burden of non-communicable diseases < P i tal health and well-bei
Reduce waste generation and improve recycling practices romote mental health and well-being

Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
Encourage companies to adopt sustainable business practices

} Eliminate environmentally harmful subsidies and practices . . . .
Promote sustainable procurement and supply chain management Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education < Provide free and accessible primary and secondary education

Increase the number of qualified teachers

Quality Education

Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards Improve access to tertiary and vocational education

} Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts Promote lifelong learning opportunities <

Integrate climate change measures into national policies and strategies Enhance digital literacy and skills development

Goal 13: Climate Action

Enhance public understanding of climate change impacts

> Promote climate change education and awareness - e : ,
. . . . . Eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence against women
Encourage climate-friendly behavior and lifestyle choices Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls < g

Ensure equal access to leadership and economic opportunities

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Gender Equality | |
Reduce marine pollution and ocean acidification Improve access to family planning and maternal healthcare

> Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine resources Enhance women's reproductive rights and health <

Eliminate child marriage and female genital mutilation

Protect and restore marine ecosystems and biodiversity

Goal 14: Life Below Water

Regulate fishing activities to prevent overfishing and illegal fishing

Enhance sustainable fisheries management . - .
; ; ; ; > Improve water quality and sanitation services
Promote sustainable aquacutture and fish farming practices Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation <

Enhance water-use efficiency and water resource management

Clean Water and Sanitation .
Combat deforestation and desertification Promote integrated water resources management

> Protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems Protect and restore ecosystems related to water resources {

Safeguard biodiversity and prevent species extinction Preserve and restore wetlands and natural habitats

Goal 15: Life on Land

Restore degraded land and soil fertility

Promote sustainable land management practices . .
. . . . > Increase the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix
Prevent soil erosion and promote sustainable agriculture Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy {

Enhance energy efficiency and promote clean technologies

Affordable and Clean Energy

Reduce all forms of violence and related death rates Expand renewable energy infrastructure and distribution networks

Improve access to electricity in developing countries {

> Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development Promote off-grid solutions for rural and remote areas

Ensure access to justice for all and build effective, accountable, and inclusive

Institutions Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

Ensure responsive, inclusive, and transparent governance Create decent work opportunities for all

} Strengthen the rule of law and fight against corruption and illicit financial flows Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth <

Enhance the capacity of governments to provide public services Enhance productive capacity and entrepreneurship

Decent Work and Economic Growth
B _ Promote policies that support job creation and economic stability
Increase development assistance and financial support Strengthen the resilience of the global economy to crises <

} Revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development Improve financial inclusion and access to credit

Enhance international cooperation for sustainable development

Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals
Promote information and communication technology for development Develop quality, reliable, and sustainable infrastructure

} Strengthen the technology transfer and capacity-building efforts Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization <

Facilitate knowledge sharing and best practices dissemination Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization

Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
Increase investment in research and development

Foster innovation and scientific research <

Support technological advancements in all sectors
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Son of Chandragupta Maurya

Expanded the Maurya Empire through conquest
Ascended to the throne in 298 BCE <

Known for his military campaigns
! o o _ Implemented effective administrative policies
King of the Maurya Empire Maintained a strong central administration <

Instituted a system of governance based on Arthashastra

Patronized scholars and artists

Conclusion: Bindusara, the King of the Maurya Empire,
expanded the empire through conquest, implemented
effective administrative policies, fostered cultural

Fostered cultural and intellectual growth <
Supported the development of arts and sciences

Maintained a policy of centralization
; - - - P Continued the policies of his father <
Igl’OWth-, anldctl:onthued the pPIICIefSAthh I: fa:lhe(;' His Blndusara Strengthened the Mauryan Empire through alliances and diplomacy
egacy includes the succession of Ashoka the Great
and the foundation of the golden age of the Maurya

Empire. Successor to Bindusara was his son Ashoka the Great

Ashoka expanded the empire and promoted social welfare

Lega cy of Bindusara Laid the foundation for the golden age of the Maurya Empire {

The Maurya Empire reached its peak under Ashoka's rule

Established a strong and efficient administration
Bindusara's reign marked a period of stability and prosperity {
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Maintained peace and order within the empire
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Central Asia and Persia hold strategic geopolitical importance due to their location.

The region is rich in natural resources, including oil, gas, and minerals. Geopoalitical Importance

Its geopolitical significance has attracted the attention of global powers.

Central Asia and Persia are actively pursuing economic development and regional Modern Significance

cooperation.

Investments in infrastructure, energy, and transportation are aimed at boosting trade
and connectivity.

Economic Development

Tourism potential in the region is being explored to promote economic growth.

Central Asia and Persia face challenges in maintaining political stability.

rEetginc;ﬁ tensions, terrorism, and regional conflicts pose threats to stability in the Political Stability

Efforts are being made to ensure peace and security through diplomatic initiatives.
Achieving sustainable development is a priority for Central Asia and Persia.

Investments in renewable energy and environmental conservation are being
promoted.

Central Asia and Persia

Sustainable Development

Challenges and Opportunities

Balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability is a key challenge.

Central Asia and Persia are making efforts to preserve and promote their rich cultural
heritage.

The protection of historical sites, traditional crafts, and indigenous knowledge is
emphasized.

Cultural Preservation
Cultural tourism is being encouraged to showcase the uniqueness of the region.
In conclusion, Central Asia and Persia have a

fascinating history, diverse cultures, and significant
geopolitical importance. These regions are

interconnected through trade, cultural exchange, and
shared challenges. While facing various obstacles,
they also have opportunities for economic development
and cultural preservation.
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Central Asia

Central Asia has a rich and diverse history.
History It has been inhabited by various civilizations throughout time.
The region has witnessed the rise and fall of many empires.
Central Asia is a vast region located in the heart of the Eurasian continent.
Geography It is characterized by its arid deserts, high mountain ranges, and vast steppes.
The region is landlocked and shares borders with several countries.
Central Asia is home to a diverse range of cultures and ethnicities.
Cultures and Ethnicities The region has been influenced by various civilizations and nomadic tribes.

Each ethnic group has its own language, traditions, and customs.

Persia, also known as Iran, has a rich and ancient history.

History It was one of the world's earliest civilizations, dating back to the Elamite kingdom.
Persia has been ruled by many dynasties, including the Achaemenid, Parthian, and
Sassanian empires.

Persia is located in the southwestern part of Asia.
It is characterized by its diverse topography, including mountains, plains, and
Geography

deserts.

The country is bordered by several nations, including Iraq, Afghanistan, and
Pakistan.

Persia has a vibrant and unique culture, influenced by its ancient heritage.
Culture and Heritage The country is known for its art, literature, music, and architecture.

Persian cuisine, with its rich flavors and aromatic spices, is renowned worldwide.

Central Asia and Persia played a significant role in the ancient Silk Road trade route.
Trade and Silk Road The region _served as a vital link between East and West, facilitating the exchange of
goods and ideas.
Silk, spices, and other valuable commodities were traded along this route.
Central Asia and Persia have a long history of cultural exchange.
Ideas, art, and technologies were shared between these regions and neighboring
Cultural Exchange civilizations.

The spread of Islam greatly influenced the cultural and religious landscape of Central
Asia and Persia.
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Chandragupta Maurya's rule marked the beginning of the Mauryan Empire.
Laid the foundation for a centralized and efficient administration.

Inspired future Indian rulers with his governance and military strategies. Legacy and significance
Contributed to the spread of Indian culture and influence in the region.

Remembered as a visionary leader and founder of a remarkable empire.

Handed over power to his son, Bindusara.

Embraced Jainism and became an ascetic.

Constructed roads and highways for better connectivity.

} Encouraged economic development and trade.
Established markets and trade centers.

Developed irrigation systems for better crop production.

Supported agriculture and irrigation. Promotion of trade and commerce

Traded with various regions, including Persia and Greece.

> Established a prosperous trade network.
Exchanged goods like silk, spices, and precious stones.

UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Early life and rise to power

Chandragupta Maurya abdicated the throne. : . . —
Decline and resignation Chandragupta Maurya
Retired to a monastery in 298 BCE.

Administrative reforms and governance
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Belonged to the Mauryan dynasty.
Born in a humble family in 340 BCE. <

Faced poverty and hardships.
Experienced a tough childhood. <
Forced to become a Jain monk.

Adopted ascetic practices.

Impressed by Chanakya's intelligence and guidance.
Met Chanakya, a wise scholar and political strategist. <

Persuaded by Chanakya to leave monkhood and pursue power.

Formed a strong alliance with other regional leaders.
Chandragupta gathered an army and allies.

Assembled a formidable army through military campaigns.

Captured the capital, Pataliputra, in 321 BCE.
Fought against the Nanda Empire.

Established his rule over Magadha. Started gaining control over nearby regions.

Conquered territories in northern and central India.
Expanded his kingdom through conquests.

Subjugated and annexed various kingdoms.

Appointed governors to govern each province.
Divided his empire into provinces and districts. <

Established a system of local administration.
Implemented efficient administrative systems.

Collected taxes to finance the empire.

Introduced effective taxation policies. <
Improved economic stability and growth.

Built a powerful army to protect the empire.
Maintained a strong military and defense system. <

Strengthened fortifications and defense infrastructure.
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North of Manila
Located in the Luzon Island <
Part of the Cordillera Administrative Region

Known for their distinctive body tattoos
Rich Cultural Heritage <
Skilled artisans in weaving and metal craftsmanship

Indigenous Tribe in the Philippines Community-based decision-making

Traditional Practices Rituals and ceremonies honoring ancestors

. Oral tradition passed down through generations
Influence of mainstream culture

> Threats to cultural heritage from modernization Cultural festivals showcasing traditions
Migration to urban areas

e . Preservation Efforts Initiatives to protect ancestral domains
Difficulties in transportation 3
} Limited infrastructure and accessibility in remote areas Chal Ienges Kallnga Collaboration with government agencies and NGOs
Lack of basic amenities
-
Balancing traditional livelihoods with tourism
> Economic sustainability for the community Rice terraces and mountains
Promoting sustainable practices for income generation Beautiful landscapes and natural attractions

Waterfalls and rivers
Trekking and hiking trails
Adventure activities
White water rafting

Experience day-to-day life of Kalinga people
Homestay programs for cultural immersion
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Learn traditional crafts and practices
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Centralized system with a hierarchical structure Ancient Indian empire founded by Chandragupta Began with the conquest of Magadha region

Maurya in 322 BCE Expanded through territorial acquisition and diplomatic alliances

Mauryan administration

Headed by provincial governors appointed by the emperor

> Divided into provinces known as "Mahajanapadas”
Governed through a bureaucracy of officials

Founder and first emperor of the Mauryan empire

- . . p Chandragupta Maurya
A - MaUI'Yan empire Followed the policy of "Dharma" to ensure welfare and justice

Cultural achievements
Carvings and sculptures depicting Buddhist and Mauryan themes

Third emperor of the Mauryan empire and renowned for his reign

Internal rebellion, foreign invasions, and economic instability Promulgated edicts and pillars across the empire to spread moral teachings

Decline of the Mauryan empire

Ashoka the Great Promoted Buddhism and non-violence after witnessing the horrors of war <

Last Mauryan emperor, Brihadratha, assassinated in 185 BCE. Built numerous monasteries and stupas for Buddhist communities

Initiated policies for administrative, economic, and cultural development
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An application for cancellation can be filed if the conditions of anticipatory bail are
violated.

} Grounds for cancellation

The court schedules a hearing to consider the cancellation application.
> Hearing and decision

This can include non-compliance with set conditions or misuse of the bail. pre-arrest bail.

Application for cancellation of anticipatory bail
Definition and purpose

may be arrested.
The judge assesses the grounds presented and may cancel or modify the bail if

deemed necessary.

and harassment.

Anticipatory bail safeguards an individual's fundamental rights, such as the right to
personal liberty.

} Protection of individual rights

Granting anticipatory bail upholds the principle of "innocent until proven guilty."
> Presumption of innocence

> Access to justice

Anticipation of arrest
It prevents unjustified arrests and protects against harassment by the authorities.

- AA . Grounds for granting bail
Importance and benefits of anticipatory bail i graning

It allows individuals to maintain their normal life until their guilt is proven in court.
Anticipatory bail ensures access to justice by preventing arbitrary arrests and
detentions. Conditions imposed

It allows individuals to freely participate in legal proceedings and present their

defense.

Anticipatory bail may not be available in cases involving serious offenses or if
prohibited by law.

> Non-applicability in certain situations Anticipatory bail

Limitations and complications of anticipatory bail

The court analyzes the specific circumstances and decides whether to grant or deny

anticipatory bail Process of seeking anticipatory bail

Anticipatory bail can be misused by individuals to evade lawful investigation or avoid

arrest.
Misuse
The court aims to strike a balance between protecting individual rights and preventing
misuse.
The court ruled that anticipatory bail can be granted based on a reasonable belief of
arrest.
Case 1

: : : o Difference between anticipatory bail and regular bail
The judgment emphasized the importance of protecting individual rights and
preventing abuse of power.

Landmark judgments related to anticipatory bail
In this case, the court held that anticipatory bail should not be withheld arbitrarily.

} Case 2

Anticipatory bail is a crucial aspect of criminal law, providing protection to individuals
before their arrest.

The judgment emphasized that it should be granted unless there are valid reasons to
deny it.

] Validity and duration of anticipatory bail
Conclusion
It upholds the principles of justice, presumption of innocence, and safeguards

fundamental rights.
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Filing an application <
Bail hearing {
Granting or denying bail <

Validiity {
Duration {

Anticipatory bail is a provision under the criminal law that allows a person to seek
Itis granted in anticipation of an arrest based on a reasonable belief that the person

The purpose of anticipatory bail is to protect individuals from unnecessary detention

The applicant must reasonably believe that they will be arrested.
This belief should be based on concrete information or circumstances.
The court must be satisfied that the applicant's arrest is imminent.
The judge assesses if there are valid reasons for granting bail.
The court may impose certain conditions while granting anticipatory bail.

These conditions may include surrendering passports, cooperating with
investigations, etc.

The applicant files a written application in the appropriate court.

The application should mention the reasons for seeking anticipatory bail.
The court schedules a hearing to consider the application.

The applicant and their legal representative present their case before the judge.
The judge decides whether to grant or deny anticipatory bail.

The decision is based on the merits of the case and relevant legal provisions.

Timin Anticipatory bail is sought before an actual arrest, while regular bail is sought after
9 the arrest.
Purpose Anticipatory bail aims to prevent harassment and wrongful detention, while regular

bail seeks temporary release during trial.

Anticipatory bail provides protection before arrest, reducing the chances of arrest

) itself.
Scope of protection

Regular bail provides temporary release after arrest, pending trial or investigation.

Anticipatory bail is valid until the accused is in custody, or until the court cancels it.
If the accused is arrested, they can apply for regular bail.
Anticipatory bail's duration is not fixed and depends on the court's discretion.

The court may specify a time frame or until a specific event occurs.
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riminal cases include serious offences such as murder and rape.

It has jurisdiction over both criminal and civil cases. <

It ensures that everyone is treated fairly and equally under the law. The High Court plays a crucial role in upholding the Civil cases involve disputes between individuals or organizations

The High Court is a superior court of record.

The High Court promotes a just and democratic society. rule of law. _ _
The High Court has the power to interpret and apply the law.

It strives to protect the rights and freedoms of individuals and uphold the Constitution. The High Court's work is guided by principles of
The High Court's judgments are based on legal reasoning and evidence. fairness, impartiality, and justice.

The High Court serves as the final court of appeal in
many cases.

It ensures that justice is upheld and the law is correctly interpreted.

High Court

The High Court is an integral part of the judicial system The High Court is composed of judges appointed by the These judges have extensive legal knowledge and experience.

It acts as a check on the executive and legislative branches of government. . tri
In many countries. government. They are responsible for ensuring fair trials and delivering just decisions.

Its independence and integrity are essential for maintaining public trust in the justice o . )
system. The High Court is an important institution in ensuring The decisions made by the ngh Court have a They set important precedents and shape the legal landscape of the country.
The High Court's role in interpreting and applying the law helps to maintain order and the proper functioning of democracy. significant impact on society. The High Court's decisions influence lower courts and guide future rulings.

stability in society.
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Protection of accused individuals' rights Offenses that do not qualify for bail

Controversies and challenges surrounding non-
bailable offenses

. . S Definition and significance
Balancing public safety and individual liberties g Serious nature and potential harm

Criticisms of abuse and misuse of the system

Murder and other heinous crimes

Varied approaches in different legal systems Terrorism and related offenses

Comparisons with bail systems in other countries International perspectives on non-bailable offenses 2L G e L) B Kidnapping and abduction cases

Global efforts to combat serious criminal activities Rape and sexual assault charges

Non-bailable offenses

Reviewing the list of non-bailable offenses Presumption of guilt

Strengthening investigative processes . : : : . .
Policy considerations and possible reforms Strong evidence required for arrest

Characteristics of non-bailable offenses

Ensuring fair and efficient legal proceedings Victims' rights and protection

Addressing issues of overcrowded jails and pretrial detention Heightened punishment possibilities

Deterrence and crime prevention measures Arrest and remand procedures

Effects on victims, families, and communities Bail denial and exceptions

Impact and implications of non-bailable offenses

Need for rehabilitative programs and support Judicial process for non-bailable offenses Tial and evidene presentation

Importance of public awareness and education. Sentencing and punishment determination
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Feudal system

Administrative divisions - .
Administrative Structure

Local governance

Revenue administration Introduction: Eastern Ganga Dynasty

Promoting Hinduism
Vengi region rulers

Construction of temples Religion and Patronage

Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi
Sponsorship of religious institutions

Indra Bhattaraka

. King Anantavarman Chodaganga
Establishment
Year 1078

Conquest of Kalinga

Eastern Ganga Dynasty

Internal conflicts

External invasions

_ , Decline and Successors
Annexation by the Delhi Sultanate

Successor dynasties

Subjugating neighboring regions

Cultural and architectural contributions Expansion and Rule

Peaceful administration

Influence on subsequent dynasties o
Cultural and artistic developments

Preservation of Odisha's identity

Historical significance and research
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Believed to be built in the 12th century
Dedicated to Lord Jagannath, a form of Lord Vishnu <
Constructed using Kalinga architectural style

A famous Hindu temple located in Odisha, India

One of the Char Dham pilgrimage sites for Hindus

_ _ : : Situated on the shore of the Bay of Bengal
Located in Puri, a coastal town in Odisha
Considered as one of the holiest places in India Attracts millions of devotees every year
. . Grand procession of Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra, and Subhadra Deities placed on massive chariots and pulled by devotees
Known for its annual Rath Yatra festival
Happens in the months of June or July Devotees believe witnessing the rath yatra grants salvation

Temple walls adorned with various divine figures

Non-Hindus can view from a distance Only Hindus allowed to enter the inner sanctum

Strict rituals and traditions followed

Devotees believe it has divine blessings Prasadam, the offered food, is considered sacred

Offers a sense of peace and devotion

Spiritually significant for devotees Jagannath Temple Odisha

Provides an opportunity for spiritual growth

Acknowledged for its architectural and cultural value Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site

Preservation of cultural heritage

Efforts made to maintain the temple's grandeur and sanctity

Depictions of gods, goddesses, and mythological stories

Intricate carvings and sculptures
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Beautiful Jagamohan, the main hall of the temple Showcases exquisite architecture and artwork



Setting up a coordination mechanism to facilitate vaccine distribution U PSC G O I d P rel Ims PO rtal

Aimed at providing COVID-19 vaccines to wlnerable populations in humanitarian

settings
Assessing the needs and priorities of humanitarian settings i 1 i . . PP
° ° ° Implementation plan for the COVAX Humanitarian Proposal for a COVAX Humanitarian Buffer initiative Recognizing the need for equitable vaccine distribution giobally
Developing tailored vaccination strategies for each setting Buffer initiative
Complements the existing COVAX Facility mechanism
Monitoring and evaluating the impact of the initiative

Addressing the unique challenges faced by humanitarian settings
Benefits: Improved access to vaccines, reduced COVID-19 transmission in

humanitarian settings, strengthened health systems >
Challenges: Logistics and operational complexities, funding constraints, ensuring

equitable distribution within settings

Potential benefits and challenges of the COVAX
Humanitarian Buffer initiative

COVAX Humanitarian Buffer initiative

Ensuring access to COVID-19 vaccines for displaced persons and other wlnerable
groups

Objectives of the COVAX Humanitarian Buffer initiative

Supporting the prevention and control of COVID-19 in humanitarian crises

The COVAX Humanitarian Buffer initiative is a crucial step towards ensuring
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines for vulnerable populations in humanitarian
settings. By addressing the unique challenges faced by these settings, the initiative
can contribute to the prevention and control of COVID-19 in crisis situations.

Establishment of a dedicated vaccine supply for humanitarian settings

Key components of the COVAX Humanitarian Buffer
initiative
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Collaboration with humanitarian organizations and partners on vaccine distribution

Integration of vaccination efforts with existing humanitarian response activities
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Provides technical assistance for capacity development

Monitors economic developments
Assesses potential risks and wulnerabilities Conducts surveillance of the global economy

Provides policy recommendations

Provides financial resources in times of crisis

Conditions attached to borrowing Implements lending programs to support member

Aim to restore macroeconomic stability countries

Encourages structural reforms

Works closely with World Bank
Cooperates with regional development banks Collaborates with other institutions and organizations

Coordinates with other international entities

Advocates for open and transparent trade policies

Encourages fiscal responsibility Promotes global economic growth and sustainable
Addresses global economic imbalances development

Supports poverty reduction efforts

Fosters accountability and integrity
Promotes sound economic policies Prioritizes good governance and transparency

Combats corruption

Adjusts policies to meet evolving needs

Emphasizes cooperation and dialogue Adapts to changing global economic landscape

Constantly reviews and evaluates its work
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International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Established in 1944

A multilateral organization

Aims to promote global monetary cooperation

Ensures stability in international financial system

Supports countries facing balance of payment
problems

Operates through financial assistance and policy
advice

Constituted by 190 member countries

Assists in the management of global economic crises
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Criginally established to provide emergency relief to children affected by World War

Established in 1946 :

Evolved to provide long-term assistance to children globally

Protect the rights of all children
Mission <
Ensure their survival, development, and well-being

International organization

Works with governments, civil society, and other partners

United Nations Children's Fund (U NIC EF) Provides vaccines, promotes breastfeeding, and addresses malnutrition

Responds to emergencies and humanitarian crises worldwide . . .
> Humanitarian action
Provides quick and effective support to affected children and communities
) ) ) Health and nutrition
Advocates for the rights and well-being of children globally . - Ensures access to clean water and sanitation facilities
> Advocacy and partnerships
Forms partnerships with governments, NGOs, and businesses to achieve its goals Supports quality education for all children

Education
Promotes inclusive education for children with disabilities

Combats violence, exploitation, and abuse against children
Child protection
Advocates for child-friendly justice systems and birth registration

Works to eliminate discrimination and promote social inclusion

Social inclusion
Supports efforts to end child poverty and ensure equal opportunities
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Funded projects in multiple countries Established in 1944

Introduction S
Implementation through partnerships with governments and local organizations International financial insitution
Focus on long-term impact and sustainability
Composed of two main entities: the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD) and the International Development Association (IDA)
. L . . Governance
Improved living conditions in many developing countries Governed by member countries
Enhanced infrastructure and access to basic services
Economic growth and poverty reduction Reduce poverty and promote shared prosperity
Strengthened capacity for sustainable development M{

Support development projects in middle-income and low-income countries
World Bank

Ensuring accountability and transparency
Addressing the needs of wlnerable populations . . . .
Challen ges Borrowing from international capital markets
Balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability Funds raised used for loans and grants
Adapting to changing global economic conditions Investment in various sectors such as education, health, infrastructure, and

Continued focus on poverty alleviation and sustainable development
Embracing new technologies and approaches
Strengthening partnerships with other organizations

agriculture
Addressing emerging global challenges such as pandemics and climate change.

Provide financial aid, technical expertise, and policy advice

Climate change mitigation and adaptation

. Social inclusion and equality
Priority Areas

Sustainable economic growth

Infrastructure development
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Established in 1948
Global smallpox eradication
Introduction to WHO Specialized agency of the United Nations (UN)
Expanded immunization coverage

Dedicated to international public health
Control of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria

Tobacco control initiatives
Achievements of WHO Providing leadership on global health matters
Reduction in maternal and child mortality
Setting health research and development priorities
Emergency responses to disease outbreaks
Monitoring health trends and assessing global health risks
Development of international health regulations
Shaping the research agenda for healthcare interventions

Advancement in healthcare research and development

Providing technical support to countries

World Health Organization (WH O) Strengthening health systems and promoting universal health coverage

Promoting health through the life course

Addressing health inequalities and access to healthcare

Responding to emerging health threats

Coordinating and partnering with other organizations
Strengthening healthcare systems in developing countries

Promoting global health security
Communicable diseases
Addressing the social and economic determinants of health
Noncommunicable diseases

Challenges and future directions

Integrating digital health technologies
Health emergencies and outbreaks
Addressing the burden of noncommunicable diseases

Health systems and services
Advancing universal health coverage
Key areas of work Health promotion
Engaging in global health diplomacy
Social determinants of health
Ensuring sustainability and accountability in healthcare interventions

Sustainable development goals (SDGs)
Gender, equity, and human rights

Research and innovation for health
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Situated in Karnataka Located in Agra, Uttar Pradesh
Capital of the Vijayanagara Empire in the 14th century Built in the 17th century by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan
Features numerous ruined temples, palaces, and other structures An architectural masterpiece and symbol of love
Offers insights into the empire's grandeur and prosperity Made of white marble with intricate carvings and inlay work

Located in Odisha Situated in Delhi

Built in the 13th century by King Narasimhadeva | Constructed in the 12th century by Qutab-ud-din Aibak

Sun Temple, Konark

Designed like a colossal chariot with intricately carved wheels and horses The tallest brick minaret in the world

Dedicated to the Sun god, Surya A fine example of Indo-Islamic architecture

A mountain range running along the western coast of India Located in Delhi

Famous for its rich biodiversity and numerous endemic species Built in the 17th century by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan

UNESCO cultural heritage sites of India Red Fort

Home to several national parks and wildlife sanctuaries A magnificent fort complex with intricate artwork and grand gates

A UNESCO World Heritage site for its natural and cultural importance Residence of Mughal rulers for centuries

Situated in Maharashtra

Situated in Assam

Known for its population of the Great Indian One-Horned Rhinoceros Carved out of basalt rock in the 6th and 7th centuries

Kaziranga National Park Ellora Caves

Also houses tigers, elephants, and various bird species A UNESCO World Heritage site known for its rock-cut temples and monasteries

A UNESCO World Heritage site for its conservation efforts Represents a fusion of Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain cultures

Located in Rajasthan Located in Madhya Pradesh

A haven for migratory birds, especially during winters Built between 950 and 1050 AD

Keoladeo National Park Khajuraho Group of Monuments

Features diverse habitats including wetlands, forests, and grasslands Famous for its intricate sculptures and erotic art

A UNESCO World Heritage site for its avian population and conservation Showcases the architectural brilliance of the Chandela dynasty
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Established in 1945

. . . . . A specialized agency of the United Nations
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural P geney

Organi zation Aims to promote international cooperation in education, science, culture, and
communication

Headquartered in Paris, France
World Heritage Sites preservation quartered In Fari

Literacy programs in developing countries

Promote education as a fundamental human right

Advancement of gender equality in education :
Achievements

. . . ) ~— Encourage scientific research and international collaboration in science
Promotion of intercultural dialogue and understanding

C . . AJ ~— Preserve cultural heritage and promote cultural diversity
Advancement of scientific research and discoveries

& Foster freedom of expression, media development, and access to information

UNESCO

Global initiatives for sustainable development

: . - . o . Promoting quality education for all
Addressing the digital divide and ensuring digital inclusion
] ] ) ] Education Improving access to education in developing countries
Responding to the impacts of climate change on cultural heritage
Enhancing inclusive education and lifelong learning

Promoting cultural diversity in the face of globalization Challenges and Future Goals

. . . . Conducting research and assessments on environmental issues
Enhancing the protection of freedom of the press and journalists' safety

) ) ) . . Natural Sciences Monitoring and protecting World Heritage sites
Strengthening partnerships and international cooperation for shared goals
Promoting sustainable development and tackling climate change

Supporting dialogue and peacebuilding efforts

Programs and Activities Social and Human Sciences Promoting human rights, social justice, and equity

Addressing ethical issues in science and technology
Safeguarding cultural heritage and intangible cultural heritage
Culture Promoting cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue
Supporting creative industries and cultural tourism
Promoting media development and freedom of expression
Communication and Information Ensuring access to information and knowledge for all

Fostering media literacy and digital skills
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Ongoing conflicts in Syria, Yemen, and other regions

. . . . Created in 1945 after World War
Nuclear proliferation and non-proliferation efforts

6. Current issues and challenges 1. Establishment of the UNSC Result of the United Nations Charter

Terrorism and extremist violence

. . . . - Aimed at maintaining international peace and security.
Reformation of the Security Council to be more representative and efficient.

Consists of 15 member states
Works closely with the General Assembly and the Secretary-General 7.C ooperati on with other UN agen cies and
Collaborates with specialized agencies such as the World Health Organization and organ izations

UNICEF.

2. Structure of the UNSC Comprises of 5 permanent members and 10 non-permanent members

Permanent members: China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, and United States.

Accusations of bias and inaction in certain conflicts Primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security

Lack of representation and decision-making power for non-permanent members 8. Criticisms and controversies United Nations Security Council (U NSC) 3. Roles and responsibilities of the UNSC Can take military action and impose economic sanctions

Veto power often leads to gridlock and hindered progress. Authorized to establish peacekeeping missions.

Expansion of the Security Council to include more permanent and non-permanent Each member has one vote

members 1A 0 - . . ) .
: 4. Decision-making process Decisions require at least nine affirmative votes
Restructuring the veto power system 9. Reforms and proposals for improvement
Permanent members have veto power.

Enhancing transparency and accountability in decision-making.

Peacekeeping operations

Continued importance of the UNSC in global peace and security Enforci .
nforcing sanctions

5. Functions of the UNSC

Need for adaptive responses to evolving threats and challenges 10. Future outlook

Resolving conflicts and disputes

Potential for increased cooperation with regional organizations. _
Implementing arms control agreements.
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Battle of Chausa
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The Battle of Chausa was fought in 1539.

— P> ( N S

The battle took place between the Mughal Emperor Humayun and the Afghan ruler
Sher Shah Suri.

It was fought near the Chausa village in the present-day Buxar district of Bihar, India.

It decisive battle in th dieval hist f India.
was a decisive batfle In fhe medieval hisfory ot India Sher Shah Suri had rebelled against Humayun's rule and established his own empire

in North India.
He aimed to overthrow Humayun and consolidate his power.
He commanded a force of around 50,000 soldiers.
Humayun's army was larger in size. His army consisted of Afghan, Persian, and Turkic soldiers.
Humayun himself was known for his military skills and valor.
He had around 30,000 soldiers.
Sher Shah Suri's army was smaller but strategically positioned. His army was well-disciplined and battle-hardened.
Sher Shah Suri had chosen the battlefield in a way that gave him an advantage.
Humayun initially gained an upper hand with his numerical superiority.

| MR y ] However, Sher Shah Suri's tactics and strategic positioning turned the tide of the
The battle commenced with fierce fighting on both sides. battle.

He launched a surprise attack on Humayun's camp and caused chaos among the
Mughal forces.

Many of his commanders were killed in the battle.
Humayun's army suffered heavy casualties. <
Humayun himself narrowly escaped with his life.
It allowed Sher Shah Suri to consolidate his power and expand his empire.
The defeat at the Battle of Chausa was a major setback for Humayun. Humayun was forced to flee from India and seek refuge in Persia.
He spent the next few years in exile, planning his strategy to reclaim his lost empire.
His victory established him as a formidable ruler in North India.

The Battle of Chausa highlighted the military prowess of Sher Shah Suri. <
It marked the beginning of the Sur dynasty's rule in the region.

In conclusion, the Battle of Chausa was a significant

event in Indian history, as it shaped the course of

power struggle between the Mughals and the Sur
dynasty.
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The Battle of Khanwa took place on March 17, 1527.

. . , . , It was one of the major battles fought in medieval India.
Babur's artillery played a crucial role in turning the tides of the battle.

BaCKg round The battle was fought between the forces of the Mughal Empire, led by Emperor

The Mughals unleashed a devastating barrage of cannons, which inflicted heavy Babur, and the Rajputs, led by Rana Sanga of Mewar.

casualties on the Rajputs. Tu rning Tides

. " . The Mughals had recently established their control over Delhi and Agra.
The Rajput cavalry initially managed to penetrate the Mughal ranks but faced stiff

resistance.
Rana Sanga wanted to stop the expansion of the Mughal Empire.

As the battle progressed, Babur and his troops gained an upper hand. Causes of the Battle He formed an alliance with several Rajput kingdoms to challenge Babur's authority.

The Mughals launched a counterattack, routing the Rajputs and causing panic among Vict for the Muahal
their ranks. ICtO or the Mugnals
' o - Battle of Khanwa

Rana Sanga was seriously injured and had to retreat from the battlefield, resulting in . - .
the collapse of the Rajput resistance. Rana Sanga assembled a massive army consisting of around 80,000 soldiers.

The Rajputs believed in their superior numbers and valor to defeat the Mughals.

Preparation for the Battle Babur, on the other hand, had a smaller army of about 20,000 soldiers.

The Battle of Khanwa resulted in a decisive victory for the Mughals. Babur strategized and prepared his troops for the upcoming battle.

The Rajputs suffered heavy losses, and their plans to halt the Mughal expansion were

crushed. The battle started with the Rajputs launching a fierce attack on the Mughals.

Babur consolidated his power in North India and went on to establish the Mughal
Empire. The Battle Begins

The battle marked the beginning of Mughal dominance in the region and changed the
course of Indian history.

The Rajputs were known for their bravery and skill in warfare, posing a significant
challenge to Babur's forces.

However, the Mughals, with their superior artillery and well-trained soldiers, held their
ground.
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Born in 1508 in Kabul, Afghanistan.
Renovated and expanded the Humayun's Tomb in Delhi.
Son of Babur, the first Mughal emperor.
Introduced the concept of Persian-style gardens in India. Architectural Achievements
Grew up in a politically unstable environment.

Patronized the arts and promoted the Persian culture in the empire.
Received an excellent education in various fields.

Married several times and had many children.
Became the ruler of the Mughal Empire at the age of 22.

Humayun faced challenges in securing his succession. Personal Life

H umayun Rise to Power Faced significant challenges from his brothers and other rival factions.
His son Akbar eventually became one of the greatest Mughal emperors.
Successfully consolidated his power and stabilized the empire.

Humayun is remembered as a resilient and visionary ruler.
Led several military campaigns to expand the Mughal Empire.

Lay the foundation for the Mughal Empire's future success.

Conquered northern India and established Mughal rule in the region.

His reign marked the beginning of a golden age for Mughal art and culture. Legacy and Influence Military Campaigns

Undertook expeditions to Gujarat, Bengal, and other regions.
Influence of Mughal architecture and style still visible in India today. Faced « . ocal ru 4 faced victori 4 defent
aced resistance from local rulers and faced victories and defeats.

The Mughal Empire expanded its territories and established a strong dynasty.
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The Mughal Empire was a powerful empire in India during the 16th and 17th
centuries.

It was founded by Babur in 1526 and lasted until the mid-19th century.

The empire was known for its rich culture, strong central administration, and military

prowess.
Founder of the Mughal Empire and the first emperor.
. . . s Babur
The empire had a strong agricultural base with advanced irrigation systems. } Aaricult He laid the foundation for the empire and expanded its territories.
griculture
Crops like wheat, rice, and cotton were cultivated. Consi
onsidered one of the greatest Mughal emperors.
Economy and Trade g g P

Akbar the Great . . . . . -
He introduced various administrative and social reforms and encouraged religious

The Mughal Empire had a prosperous trade network.
> Trade
tolerance.

It was known for exporting goods like textiles, spices, and gems.

Y _ Son of Akbar and the fourth Mughal emperor.
Mughal Emplre Jahangir

Inflation and heavy taxation weakened the empire's economy. His reign is known for a flourishing of arts and literature.
} Economic Factors

The loss of key trade routes also contributed to its decline. Best known for building the Taj Mahal.

Shah Jahan

Succession wars and weak rulers led to internal conflicts. He ruled during a period of architectural and artistic achievements.
} Political Instability

Regional kingdoms started challenging Mughal authority.

The British gradually gained control over Mughal territories.
} British East India Company
The empire officially came to an end with the revolt of 1857 against British rule.

Last great Mughal emperor.
Aurangzeb

Known for his expansionist policies and strict enforcement of Islamic laws.

Mughal rulers were Muslims, but they practiced religious tolerance.
Religion {
Hinduism was also influential in the empire.
. Mughal architecture is famous for its grandeur and intricate designs.
Society and Culture Art and Architecture {
The Taj Mahal is considered a masterpiece of Mughal architecture.

Mughal court was a center of literary activities.
Literature {
Persian and Urdu languages flourished during this period.
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Born in 1486 in Sasaram, Bihar, India

Defeated Humayun and captured Delhi in 1540 Belonged to the Pashtun Sur tribe

Early life and rise to power

Fought against several Rajput kingdoms Mi|itary campaigns and battles Gained military experience under Mughal emperor Babur

Led a rebellion against Mughal emperor Humayun

Successfully defended his empire against multiple invasions

Sher Shah Suri

Considered one of the greatest administrators in Indian history Established the Sur Empire in northern India

Influenced subsequent Mughal emperors and British administrators Introduced effective administrative and financial reforms

Constructed a vast network of roads and rest houses

His reforms had a long-lasting impact on governance in India Impact and legacy

Achievements as aruler Reformed the revenue system to benefit farmers

Remembered for his infrastructure development projects

His reign marked a significant period of stability in northern India Built the Grand Trunk Road, connecting Bengal to Kabul

Encouraged trade and commerce across his empire

Established a decentralized administrative system

Download Rilacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests



CrPC is a procedural law that governs the processes involved in criminal
proceedings in India.

Introduction It is applicable to all criminal cases except those specifically mentioned in other laws.

The CrPC provides guidelines for the investigation, trial, and appeal of criminal

cases.
JIiztgh n:lielitaccused and the prosecution have the right to appeal against a court's Right to Appeal
The police have the power to conduct a preliminary investigation into an alleged
Higher courts, such as High Courts and the Supreme Court, hear appeals from lower crime.
courts. Preliminary Investigation
Appellate Courts They collect evidence, record statements, and conduct inquiries to determine
They review the evidence and legal aspects of the case to determine whether the whether a crime has been committed.
judgment is valid.
Appeal Process First Information Report (FIR) is registered to initiate the investigation.
I:E;ezgs:r(;gtrlsn can appeal against an scqultalf hey belleve [t was unustor based Appeals against Acquittal Registration of FIR It is a written document containing the details of the alleged offense and the
complainant's statement.
The accused can appeal for a reduction in sentence or an acquittal if they believe
the punishment is excessive. " The police can arrest a person suspected of committing a cognizable offense without
Appeals for Enhanced Punishment a warrant.
The appellate court may enhance, reduce, or uphold the punishment based on its i .
assessment. COde Of C rlmlnal Procedure (CrPC) Arrest and Detention The arrested person should be produced before a magistrate within 24 hours.
The magistrate may grant or deny bail based on the nature of the offense.
The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) is an essential legal framework for ensuring The police can conduct searches and seize relevant evidence if they have a search
fair and just criminal proceedings. S H and Sei warrant.
earch and Seizure
It outlines the steps and procedures to be followed during investigation, trial, and In some cases, searches can be conducted without a warrant, but proper
appeal processes. procedures must be followed.

The CrPC aims to protect the rights of both the accused and the victims, ensuring a
balanced approach to justice. Once the investigation is complete, the court frames charges against the accused.
Framing of Charges <

The charges specify the offenses for which the accused will be tried.
Witnesses are called to testify and provide evidence during the trial.
Examination of Witnesses {
They are examined by both the prosecution and defense.

The defense has the right to cross-examine prosecution witnesses to challenge their

Trial Process g _examinati
Cross-examination credibility and testimony.

The statements of the accused, witnesses, and any confessions made are recorded
during the trial.

After evaluating the evidence presented, the court gives its judgment.
Judgement and Sentencing <

Recording of Statements

If the accused is found guilty, the court determines the appropriate punishment or
sentence.



Different countries may have different laws and criteria for determining bailability.

The categorization aims to balance the rights of the accused and society's safety.

Courts have the discretion to decide bail eligibility based on the specific
circumstances of each case.

It helps defendants and legal professionals navigate the process of seeking bail.
It ensures fairness and proper treatment for individuals accused of crimes.

The distinction contributes to maintaining law and order while upholding justice.

The distinction between bailable and non-bailable

offenses varies across jurisdictions.

Understanding the difference between bailable and

non-bailable offenses is crucial in the legal system.
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Bailable and non-bailable offenses categorize crimes
based on bail options.

Differentiates between "bailable" and "non- Bailable offenses generally include less serious
bailable" offenses crimes.

Non-bailable offenses involve more serious crimes.
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Bail is a security deposit that ensures the accused's appearance in court.
Bailable offenses allow the accused to seek release by providing bail. <
The accused can obtain bail without spending time in jail.
The accused must approach the court to request bail.

Non-bailable offenses do not provide the immediate right to bail. <
The court determines bail eligibility based on various factors.

Offenses with lesser punishment or lower threat to society are often bailable.
The intent is to allow individuals to secure their release promptly.

However, some bailable offenses may still require the accused to present themselves
in court.

Offenses with severe punishments or higher threat to society are generally non-
bailable.

The court aims to safeguard public interest and ensure the accused's presence
during trial.

Bail for non-bailable offenses usually requires the court's evaluation and approval.
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Interim bail is not an acquittal or a final resolution of the case but a temporary relief
granted until the final judgment is pronounced.

Its duration is usually limited and can vary depending on the circumstances and

gravity of the offense. . . o .
Interim bail refers to a temporary release of an accused before the final judgment is

made in their case.

Limitations and duration of interim bail
The court may revoke the interim bail if the accused fails to comply with the

conditions or if there is a change in the circumstances.

Definition and purpose of interim bail

It is granted to ensure that the accused is not subjected to unnecessary detention
and to maintain a balance between the interests of justice and the rights of the

Interim bail does not absolve the accused from facing trial or punishment if found
individual.

guilty.

Interim bail:

The court considers various factors such as the nature of the offense, the likelihood
- of the accused absconding, the possibility of tampering with evidence, and the threat
posed to the society.

Interim bail serves as a safeguard against the wrongful and prolonged detention of
individuals who are yet to be proven guilty.

It upholds the principle of "innocent until proven guilty" and protects the fundamental

rights of the accused. The accused is required to provide a substantial surety or present a credible surety

to the court.
However, there have been instances where misuse of interim bail has occurred,

leading to criticism and debates on its effectiveness. Importance and controversies surrounding interim bail

The court may also impose additional conditions such as surrendering the passport,
reporting to a police station regularly, or refraining from contacting certain individuals
Some argue that interim bail may result in the accused evading justice or posing a involved in the case.

threat to society during the period of release.

Striking a balance between granting interim bail to uphold individual rights and
ensuring public safety remains a challenge for the justice system.
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Born as the eldest son of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq

Early life and ascension to the throne {
Became the Sultan of Delhi after his father's death

Known for his ambitious and innovative ideas
Introducing new currency
Shifting capital city from Delhi to Daulatabad

Issued several decrees that had far-reaching consequences
Implementing a token-based agricultural system

Governance and policies
Attempting to introduce a national language
New currency led to economic instability
People faced hardships and resistance from nobles

Capital city move resulted in a disaster {

Policies often met with difficulties and failure Had to revert back to Delhi after a few years
Token-based agricultural system caused widespread chaos

National language policy was met with resistance and proved impractical

Muhammad bin Tughlaq: Sultan of Delhi in 14th century India Campaigns in the Deccan and Bengal
Undertook military expeditions to various regions Failed expedition to Iraq

Military campaigns and foreign relations Encountered resistance and rebellion in many areas

Rulers of Gujarat and Bengal rebelled against him
Strained relations with neighboring kingdoms { . _
Mongols and regional kingdoms posed threats
Regarded as a well-educated and multi-talented ruler
His reign marked by ambitious but flawed policies
Legacy and downfall Public opinion turned against him due to his policies and actions
Faced numerous rebellions and uprisings
Died in 1351, succeeded by his cousin
Considered as a controversial ruler
His reign a symbol of despotism and misrule
Evaluation and historical significance Historians debate the intentions and impact of his policies

Contributed to the decline of the Delhi Sultanate

Left a legacy of failed experiments and administrative challenges



"Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972"
Outline

Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972

— 7 () VoS

Legislation enacted in 1972.
Overview <
Aimed at preserving and protecting antiquities and art treasures in India.

Defines antiquities and art treasures.
Definitions and Scope <
Covers movable and immovable objects of cultural significance.
Responsible for implementation and enforcement of the Act.

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) {
Regulatory Authorities < Granting licenses and permissions.

Appointed as the authority to exercise powers under the Act.

Director-General of ASI
Restricts actions related to antiquities and art treasures.
Prohibition and Regulation <
Bans the export of protected objects without permission.
Process of declaring objects as antiquities or art treasures.

Declaration of Antiquities and Art Treasures {
Required for protection and preservation.

Details regarding ownership and acquisition of antiquities.
Ownership and Acquisition {
Restrictions on acquisition of undocumented objects.

Specifies penalties for contravening the Act.
Penalties and Offences <
Covers illegal excavation, export, and trafficking.

Procedures for appeals against decisions.
Appeals and Disputes {
Resolution of disputes related to antiquities.

Subsequent amendments made to the Act.
Amendments and Modifications {
Updates to suit evolving needs and challenges.

Collaboration with foreign nations for cultural property protection.
International Cooperation {
Participation in international conventions.
Recent changes and initiatives in the field.
Recent Developments and Challenges {
Emerging challenges in conserving cultural heritage.
Contribution to preserving India's rich cultural heritage.
Significance and Impact Protection of valuable antiquities and art treasures.

Promotion of cultural tourism and national pride.
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Threatens the loss and destruction of cultural heritage. lllegal trade and looting of antiquities.

They provide insights into the past civilizations and cultures.
They hold historical and cultural significance. < ' ' '
Antiquities refer to ancient objects and artifacts. < They contribute to the understanding and study of history.

They are valuable for archaeological research and preservation.

Countries and museums negotiate the return of stolen artifacts. Repatriation and ownership disputes.

Challenges and Controversies

Balancing preservation and scientific exploration. Definition and Importance of Antiquities

} Ethical considerations in archaeological excavations.
Collaboration with local communities and indigenous peoples.

Tools, weapons, pottery, and jewelry. They reflect the craftsmanship and skills of ancient societies.

Advancements in technology for preservation and research.

Ancient Artifacts Coins and currency. They reveal economic systems and trade routes.

International cooperation for conservation and repatriation efforts.

Architecture and sculptures.

Ancient texts, scrolls, and manuscripts.
Manuscripts and Documents {
Papyrus and parchment documents.

Future of Antiquities They showcase artistic styles and techniques.

Increasing public awareness and appreciation for ancient history.

They contain historical, literary, and religious information.
Continued archaeological discoveries and excavations.

Antiquities Types of Antiquities

They offer insights into ancient societies and governance.

Archaeological Sites Ancient ruins, cities, and burial grounds. They provide evidence of past civilizations and lifestyles.
Overall, antiquities encompass a wide range of ancient
objects, texts, and sites that hold historical, cultural,
and artistic significance. They play a crucial role in our
understanding of the past and contribute to the
preservation of our cultural heritage. However,
challenges such as illegal trade and repatriation
disputes need to be addressed to ensure the protection
and accessibility of these invaluable artifacts. With
advancements in technology and international Restoraiion and conservation.
cooperation, the future of antiquities looks promising,

promising further discoveries and a deeper

appreciation for ancient history.

Cultural and Historical Monuments Temples, tombs, and monuments. They symbolize religious beliefs and honor significant individuals.

To safeguard cultural heritage and history.
Importance of preservation <
To prevent loss or destruction of valuable ancient artifacts.

Preservation and Conservation of Antiquities

Proper storage and climate control. To prevent deterioration and damage.

Methods and techniques Documentation and cataloging. To ensure accurate records and research.

To maintain the integrity and appearance of antiquities.
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Definition and significance of Arthashastra

Introduction

Diplomacy and international relations in Arthashastra Historical context of Arthashastra

Strategies for dealing with foreign nations Foreign Policy

Authorship and attribution of Arthashastra

Alliances and warfare tactics o
Author and Composition

Time period and composition of Arthashastra

Social structure and hierarchy in Arthashastra

Laws and legal systems Social and Legal Systems Overview of the structure of Arthashastra

Structure and Organization

Punishments and justice administration Divisions and sections within Arthashastra

Importance of governance in Arthashastra

Ethical standards in Arthashastra
Ethics and Moralit Arthashastra
Principles and values for rulers and citizens Principles of Governance Duties and responsibilities of rulers
p

Types of rulers and their characteristics

Impact and legacy of Arthashastra
Role of statecraft in Arthashastra

Relevance in modern governance
Administration and functioning of the state

Statecraft and Administration
Please note that the above outline is a simplified Governance of cities and territories

representation and there may be more detailed
Economic principles and policies in Arthashastra

subtopics within each section in the actual
Arthashastra.

Economic Policies Taxation and revenue generation

Commerce and trade regulations
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Grammarian and linguist
Composed by Panini <
Active during 4th century BCE

In the field of linguistics
Considered a foundational work <
In the Sanskrit language

Organized systematically
Comprises of eight chapters <
Presenting linguistic rules

Investigates various aspects
Remarkable for its complexity <
Of Sanskrit grammar

Study of sounds and their production
> Phonetics and phonology
Analysis of sound patterns and rules

Study of word formation and structure
} Morphology and derivation
Analysis of roots and affixes

Study of sentence structure and meaning
> Syntax and semantics
Analysis of word order and sentence types

Highly regarded by linguists and scholars
} Panini's influence and legacy
Considered the father of linguistics in India

Ancient Indian Sanskrit text

Themes explored in Ashtadhyayi Ashtadhyayi

Known as sutras
Divided into smaller segments {
Total of 3,959 sutras

Each sutra conveys a rule Regarding phonetics and grammar

Using precise linguistic terms
Rules are presented succinctly {
To express specific concepts

Influence on various languages and cultures
Commentaries on Ashtadhyayi Including Mahabhashya and Varttika } Impact on subsequent grammatical traditions Structure of Ashtadhyayi
Studied and analyzed by scholars > Notable influence on Sanskrit literature
> Served as a reference for future generations ) )
Applied to subsequent grammatical works For understanding the Sanskrit language
Seeks to provide a comprehensive framework <

In a logical and structured manner
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Indian philosopher and Buddhist monk
Composed by Nagarjuna <

Promotes the virtue of giving as an essential practice for spiritual growth and Offers practical advice on how to cultivate a generous
o gmng e pract pirers - g Central theme of the text is generosity as a means of spiritual development

enlightenment mindset and overcome the obstacles to giving Collection of Buddhist verses on giving and generosity

Consists of 100 verses

Emphasizes the interconnectedness of all beings and the importance of cultivating a

sense of unity and compassion Provides moral teachings and ethical guidelines for Avadaana Shatak Emphasizes the importance of giving without Encourages seffless acts of charity and benevolence
Encourages individuals to be mindful of their actions and intentions in relation to individuals to lead a virtuous life attachment or expectation of return Highlights the transformative power of generosity on both the giver and receiver
giving
ivi ivate i i : . . Explores vari forms of giving, including material
Portrays giving as a means o cultivate inner happiness and harmony Inspires readers to transcend selfishness and cultivate plores va otgs °k S OI % 9, 4 clud I 9 atert d Stresses the significance of giving with a pure heart and genuine compassion
Advocates for the practice of giving as a way to alleviate suffering and promote well- a sense of universal responsibility and altruism possessions, time, kKnowledge, and moral suppo

being in society
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The Buddha's Last Discourse

The Importance of Holding to the Dhamma
> The Buddha's Exhortation to His Disciples

> The Need for Individual Effort in Spiritual Practice

The Buddha's Teaching on Impermanence

The Importance of Spiritual Practice <
The Last Days of the Buddha The Buddha's Reminder of the Reality of Death
The Buddha's Final Journey
The Buddha's Parinibbana .
Mahanibbana Sutta
The Buddha's Foreknowledge of His Final Moments
Grief and Sorrow among the Monastic Community The Arrival at Kusinara The Buddha's Encouragement to Practice Mindfulness
The Reaction of the Disciples The Buddha's Instructions to His Disciples {

> The Final Words of Comfort from the Buddha The Buddha's Advice on the Dispensation

The Eightfold Path as the Path to Freedom The Buddha's Final Words

The Buddha's Teaching on the Four Noble Truths

The Impermanence of All Things

The Legacy of the Buddha's Teachings.
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Collaborates with various space agencies globally.

Member of the International Space Station partnership. International Cooperation

Engages in joint missions and data sharing for scientific advancements.

Continued exploration of Mars and other celestial bodies.
Developing new technologies and capabilities for space exploration.
Strengthening international partnerships for collaborative missions.

Advancing scientific knowledge and understanding of the universe.
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¢

European Space Agency

Introduction

Achievements

Galileo Satellite Navigation System {
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Established in 1975.
An intergovernmental organization.
Comprises 22 member states.

Aims to explore space for peaceful purposes.

Conducts a wide range of space missions.

Gather data for climate research and disaster management.
Earth observation satellites
Monitor changes in the environment.

Advancing our understanding of the universe.

Science missions
Studying distant planets, stars, and galaxies.

Collaborates with NASA on International Space Station (ISS) missions.

Human spaceflight programs
Develops technologies for future human exploration.

Develops and operates various launchers and satellites.
Launchers and satellites
Capable of launching both scientific and commercial payloads.

Successful landing on Comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko.
Rosetta mission {

Provided valuable insights into the origins of our solar system.

Investigating the possibility of past or present life on Mars.
ExoMars mission <

Consists of the Trace Gas Orbiter and the Mars Rover.
Europe's own global navigation satellite system.

Provides accurate positioning and timing services worldwide.
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NASA plays a vital role in advancing aeronautics research and developing new
technologies for safer and more efficient air travel.

NASA, or the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, is an independent

Introduction agency of the United States federal government.

From designing new aircraft and improving air traffic management systems, NASA
contributes to the aviation industry.

Aeronautics Research

The agency also focuses on developing sustainable aviation technologies to reduce
environmental impact. NASA's primary mission is to pioneer the future in space exploration, scientific

Mission and Purpose discovery, and aeronautics research.

NASA collaborates with other space agencies and countries worldwide to achieve
ambitious space exploration goals. NASA is known for its significant contributions to space exploration, including the

Apollo moon landing missions.

Through partnerships like the International Space Station, NASA works together with
international partners to conduct experiments and research in space.

NASA

International Collaboration The agency has sent various rovers and spacecraft to explore Mars, such as the

Space Exploration Curiosity rover and the Perseverance rover.

International collaboration helps share resources, knowledge, and advances global
space exploration efforts. NASA's Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 spacecraft have explored the outer reaches of our

solar system.

NASA is actively working towards returning astronauts to the moon through the
Artemis program. NASA conducts important scientific research to expand our understanding of the

. . . . . . universe, Earth, and beyond.
The agency aims to explore deeper in space, including sending humans to Mars in

the future.

Future Initiatives

The Hubble Space Telescope, launched by NASA, has revolutionized our knowledge
of the cosmos.

Scientific Discovery

NASA continues to innovate and push the boundaries of science and technology in
its pursuit of new discoveries and achievements. The agency also studies Earth's climate, weather patterns, and conducts research on

other celestial bodies.
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DART will be equipped with an onboard imaging system to autonomously navigate to U PSC G O I d P rel Ims PO rtal
Didymoon.

The spacecraft and its impact on Didymoon

It will target Didymoon at a relative velocity of around 6.6 kilometers per second,

The Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) mission is a demonstration of a kinetic
aiming to change its orbit.

impactor technique to deflect an asteroid.

Overview of NASA's DART mission

It aims to test the ability to change the trajectory of an asteroid by impacting it with a

spacecraft.
The DART mission is a joint effort between NASA and the European Space Agency

(ESA).

. I . . The primary objective is to impact the smaller moonlet of the binary asteroid system
The ESA is contributing a CubeSat called Hera, which will observe the effects of the

- . i ith i i . . Didymos, known as Didymoon.
DART impact on Didymoon. Collaboration with international partners NASA's DART mission Objectives of the DART mission
This collaboration enhances the scientific value of the mission and fosters

By observing the impact, scientists hope to learn more about the capabilities of
) : A asteroid deflection techniques.
international cooperation in planetary defense.

The impact of DART on Didymoon will provide valuable data on the effectiveness of

The mission aims to demonstrate a technique that could potentially be used to
kinetic impactor techniques for asteroid deflection.

mitigate a future impact threat from an asteroid.

Importance of the DART mission

This data will inform future strategies for potentially redirecting asteroids on a

Understanding asteroid deflection techniques is crucial for protecting Earth from
collision course with Earth.

potential catastrophic events.

Expected outcomes and future implications

The DART mission sets the stage for future planetary defense missions and
advances our understanding of asteroid impact mitigation.
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Known for its historical and architectural significance

Located in Karnataka, India Famous for its Islamic architecture Influenced by the Deccan Sultanate

Was once the capital of the Adil Shahi dynasty

Second largest dome in the world
Gol Gumbaz {
Houses the tomb of Mohammed Adil Shah

Famous mausoleum complex
Ibrahim Rauza {
Built by Ibrahim Adil Shah Il

Massive cannon
Malik-e-Maidan {

Weighs about 55 tons

Well-connected by road and rail

Bijapur Airport caters to domestic flights Transportation in Bijapur

Public transportation includes buses and auto-rickshaws Attractions in Bijapur

Influenced by North Karnataka and Deccan cuisines

Jolada rotti (sorghum bread) Local cuisine of Bijapur

Enne gai (stuffed brinjal) Popular dishes include

. Showcases the rich musical heritage of the region
Biryani Bu apu r Bijapur Music Festival <

Features performances by renowned artists

Festivals celebrated in Buapur Commemorates the death anniversary of Sufi saint Hazrat Khwaja Banda Nawaz

. Gesudaraz
Urs festival
Attracts devotees from different parts of the country

Budget, mid-range, and luxury options Range of hotels available for tourists

Accommodation options in Bijapur
Homestays and guesthouses are also available

Ilkal sarees are a specialty Famous for its handloom sarees Main crops include cotton, jowar, and bajra

Agriculture is the primary occupation <

Bidriware, woodcrafts, and artifacts Local markets offer a variety of handicrafts Shopping in Bijapur Known for its sweet lime cultivation

Economy of Bijapur

Houses various retail outlets and entertainment options

Bijapur Mall is a popular shopping destination Famous for its bidriware handicrafts

Handicrafts and textiles also contribute to the economy

Government and private schools
Offers a range of educational institutions <
. _ . Colleges and universities
Education in Bijapur

Bijapur Lingayat Development Board
Prominent institutions include <
B.L.D.E. University
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Remembered as a progressive and visionary ruler >

His reign marked a period of prosperity and cultural flowering in the Bijapur
Sultanate.

The fifth Sultan of the Bijapur Sultanate in India

Supported scholars, poets, and artists } Played a significant role in the cultural and intellectual

Contributed to the development of Urdu literature life of the region

Ibrahim Adil Shah I Ruled from 1580 to 1627

Strengthened the army and improved infrastructure Implemented administrative and economic reforms in

Promoted agriculture and trade the Bijapur Sultanate Encouraged the development of the Gol Gumbaz, a mausoleum in Bijapur

Known for his patronage of the arts and architecture

Commissioned the construction of several mosques and palaces

Fought against the Mughals and the Marathas Engaged in numerous military campaigns during his

Maintained diplomatic relations with the Portuguese reign
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Emphasis on improving infrastructure and public works

Establishment of the Mayo College
Initiatives and policies implemented by Lord Mayo
Appointment of the Famine Commission

Efforts to improve relations with neighboring countries
Lord Mayo's tenure as Viceroy of India (1869-1872)
Boosting trade and commerce in India

Encouraging foreign investment in Indian industries
Economic impact of Lord Mayo's policies

Modernization of transportation and communication networks

Colonial administration in India during the 19th century Sromotion of aarioultural dovel t
romaotion or agricultural aevelopmen

Circumstances surrounding the assassination
Repercussions and investigations following the incident

Lord Mayo's assassination in 1872
Continuation of his policies by subsequent Viceroys

British Viceroy Lord Mayo

Legacy and impact of Lord Mayo's rule as Viceroy Recognition of his efforts in promoting development in India

Criticisms and controversies surrounding his administration
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Census data helps in formulating social welfare policies and development plans.
} Policy Formulation

Government schemes are targeted based on the demographic and socio-economic
characteristics revealed by the census.

The census helps allocate resources efficiently by identifying areas with specific

needs.
Resource Allocation
It assists in planning for education, healthcare, infrastructure, and other essential

. Census of India is a nationwide exercise conducted every ten years.
services. Definition and Purpose {

Impact and Use

It aims to collect data on the population and socio-economic characteristics of India.
Census data serves as a valuable resource for researchers, academicians, and

analysts.
Research and Analysis
It aids in studying population dynamics, urbanization, migration patterns, and societal

changes.

Introduction
The first census in India was conducted in 1872 during British rule.
History and Significance {

It provides valuable information for policymaking, planning, and resource allocation.

Census data allows for monitoring and evaluating the progress of government

schemes and policies. o _ Cens us of |n dl a De_ta_iled planning is done before the census, including designing questionnaires and
Monitoring and Evaluation training staff.

It helps identify gaps and areas requiring further attention and intervention. - Planning and Preparations
P v gap k 9 Advanced technology and digital methods are used for data collection and
processing.
Census of India is a crucial exercise for understanding the country's population and Enumerators visit households to collect information on various parameters, such as
its diverse socio-economic aspects. ) age, religion, occupation, etc.
Data Collection
It provides valuable insights that contribute to effective governance, planning, and Government initiatives ensure maximum participation and accurate data collection.

decision-making. ) o
Collected data is processed and analyzed to generate statistical reports.

Data Processing and Analysis
g y Population trends, growth rates, and other important indicators are derived from the

census data.



Exchange of statistical information takes place.

Technical assistance and capacity building initiatives are undertaken.

> The Ministry collaborates with international organizations. International cooperation

In conclusion, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation plays a vital role in data collection,

analysis, and policy planning in India, contributing to
evidence-based decision-making and socio-economic
development.
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Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation is a governmental
department in India responsible for data
collection, analysis, and policy planning.

Surveys cover a wide range of subjects.
Data is collected through surveys and censuses. < o
The Ministry collects data from various sources. < Censuses are conducted periodically.

Administrative data is obtained from government departments.

Data collection

Central Statistical Office oversees the data collection process.

Data is collected at national, state, and district levels. State Statistical Bureaus assist in data collection at the state level.

District Statistical Offices collect data at the district level.

Descriptive statistics summarize the data.
Statistical techniques are applied to interpret the data.
Inferential statistics make inferences and predictions.

The Ministry analyzes the collected data.
Statistical reports provide detailed insights.
Data is organized and presented in reports and publications.
Statistical yearbooks contain key statistical indicators.

Data helps identify areas needing policy interventions.
Data-driven decisions are made based on the analysis. <
Trends and patterns guide policy formulation.
The Ministry uses data analysis for policy planning.
Socio-economic development programs are implemented.
Policies and programs are designed to address specific issues. <
Special schemes target marginalized groups.

Policy planning

Regular monitoring ensures progress tracking.
The Ministry monitors the implementation of policies and programs. < _ _ _ _
Monitoring and evaluation < Evaluation assesses the impact of interventions.

Feedback is used to make necessary modifications in policies.
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Ancient Buddhist university

Center for learning and philosophy

Remains of monasteries and stupas Nalanda

Importance in Buddhist intellectual history

UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Associated with various important events in Buddha's life

Located in the picturesque hills

Historic ruins and ancient sites

Significance in Buddhist scriptures

Popular spot for meditation and spiritual retreats.

Eight Great Places of Buddhist Heritage

Where Buddha preached his last sermon
Pilgrimage site for Buddhists

Ashokan Pillar and Stupa

Rich historical and cultural heritage

Experience the essence of Buddhism.

These Eight Great Places of Buddhist Heritage attract
vast numbers of visitors seeking spiritual
enlightenment and a deeper understanding of

Buddhism. They offer a glimpse into the life and
teachings of Buddha, providing a profound and
transformative experience.

Bodh Gaya

Birthplace of Buddha

Location of the Mahabodhi Temple
Pilgrimage site for Buddhists
Significant place for meditation

Attracts visitors from around the world.

Birthplace of Siddhartha Gautama
Site of the Mayadevi Temple
Important pilgrimage destination
Peaceful and serene environment

Symbol of the origins of Buddhism.

Where Buddha gave his first sermon
Contains the Dhamek Stupa

Sacred place for Buddhists
Significance in Buddhist history

Preservation of ancient ruins.

Where Buddha attained Parinirvana
Houses Mahaparinirvana Temple
Place of pilgrimage for Buddhists
Spiritual and tranquil atmosphere

Experience a sense of enlightenment.

Place where Buddha spent most of his monsoon retreats
Home to Anathapindika Stupa

Site of various events in Buddha's life

Popular destination for Buddhist pilgrims

Opportunities to learn about Buddhist teachings.
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Definition A government-sponsored retirement savings scheme

Introduction

Purpose To provide financial security and regular income after retirement

Limited flexibility for premature withdrawals before the age of 60 Restricted Withdrawals

Drawbacks

Fluctuations in investment values may affect the final pension amount

Market Risks

Contribution System Voluntary contributions from individuals and employers

Choice of investment schemes such as equity, government bonds, and corporate

Fund Management : Investment Options bonds
Role of Pension Fund Managers - _ _
Investment Decisions Portability Transferable across jobs and locations

National Pension Scheme (NPS) Tax Benefits

Professional management of the pension corpus

Choosing the right investment avenues to maximize returns

Tax deduction for contributions and tax-free withdrawals

Regulatory body overseeing the NPS implementation and administration

Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) . .
Government Regulations and Oversight
Measures to safeguard the interests of NPS subscribers Transparency and Security

Offers a structured savings approach for securing financial stability in retirement

Age Open to individuals aged 18 to 65 years

Eligibility Criteria

Citizenship Available for Indian citizens and certain Non-Residential Indians (NRIs)

NPS as a Retirement Planning Tool

Increasing awareness and adoption among individuals for long-term retirement
planning

Regular Pension

Growing Popularity Monthly pension provides a stable income in retirement

Benefits Pension Wealth Card Option to withdraw a portion as a lump sum and receive the remaining as a monthly
pension

Annuity Convert the accumulated pension corpus into a lifelong annuity plan
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Primary objectives are to promote old-age income security and pension coverage
NPS is a contributory pension scheme for India's working population
Regulates the National Pension System (NPS) Provides a variety of investment options
Regulates and develops the pension sector in India
Focuses on market-based returns for the pension funds
Ensures compliance with rules and regulations

Regulates other pension funds in India Monitors the performance of pension funds

Has the power to take necessary actions against non-compliant entities

Conducts campaigns and programs to educate the public

Established in 2003 by the Indian govern ment Encourages and promotes pension-related awareness and literacy <

Collaborates with intermediaries to reach a wider audience
Allows multiple pension fund managers to operate under its regulatory framework
Promotes innovation and competition in the pension sector Creates a competitive environment to improve services and performance
Encourages innovation in pension products and services

Formulates guidelines and regulations for pension funds

Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA)

Develops policies and frameworks for pension sector reforms Reviews and updates regulations as per industry trends and requirements

Works towards improving governance and transparency in the pension sector

Coordinates on policy matters related to pensions
Works closely with the Ministry of Finance {
Seeks necessary approvals for implementing reforms and regulations

Ensures coordination between pension funds and capital markets

Collaborates with other government departments and
agencies

Collaborates with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) {
Aligns regulatory framework with the investment market regulations

Collaborates with the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India < Coordinates on pension-related matters that involve insurance products
(IRDAI)
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Ensures compliance with regulations for insurance-based pension plans



Born in 1486Li% ﬁa%%pac,; V%Ist(%e}angl,GILcljlran S P O rtal

Advocated the chanting of the Hare Krishna mantra as the primary means of

. Y . ) ) attaining spiritual enlightenment
Believed in the worship of Lord Krishna as the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Taught the importance of devotional service and love for God
Founded the Gaudiya Vaishnavism tradition

Spread his philosophy and teachings throughout India
Attracted a large following and disciples who were inspired by his teachings <
Established several monasteries and temples dedicated to Lord Krishna

. . . . . . . Often lost in deep meditation and trance-like states
Cha|tanya Mahaprabhu A 16th century saint and rel'glous leader in India Known for his ecstatic devotion and mystical experiences <

Renowned for his sankirtana movement

Considered an incarnation of Lord Krishna by his followers Believed to be the combined form of Radha and Krishna

His teachings and life story have been documented in various texts and biographies
Inspired numerous poets, scholars, and artists <

His influence on Indian culture and spirituality is still felt today Continues to inspire millions of devotees around the world

Emphasized the universality of spiritual love beyond caste, creed, and social barriers

Remembered for his message of love, compassion, and devotion Encouraged everyone to cultivate a personal relationship with God Taught that God can be experienced through sincere devotion and surrender

His legacy continues to impact the lives of many seekers on the spiritual path.
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These works explore the philosophy, theology, and devotional practices of Gaudiya
Vaishnavism.

ISKCON was founded in 1966 by A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

It has temples, centers, and devotees in many countries.

e

The practice of Kirtan, singing and chanting the holy names of Krishna, is a
significant aspect of Gaudiya Vaishnavism.

The literature of Gaudiya Vaishnavism includes works by the Six Goswamis of
Vrindavan.

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) is a prominent
organization promoting Gaudiya Vaishnavism globally.

Gaudiya Vaishnavism continues to attract followers who seek a path of devotion and
spiritual realization in Krishna consciousness.

Gaudiya Vaishnavism has a rich tradition of devotional

arts and literature.
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Gaudiya Vaishnavism

Gaudiya Vaishnavism has had a significant impact on
Hinduism and spirituality worldwide.
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Gaudiya Vaishnavism is a branch of the Vaishnavism
tradition.

The core philosophy of Gaudiya Vaishnavismi s
Achintya Bheda Abheda.

Gaudiya Vaishnavism places great importance on the
teachings of the Bhagavad Gita and the Bhagavat

The founder of Gaudiya Vaishnavism was Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

It originated in Bengal, India in the 16th century. <
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is considered an incarnation of Lord Krishna.

Gaudiya Vaishnavism teaches the worship of Krishna as the supreme deity.

According to this philosophy, Krishna is both identical and different from his
creations.

Achintya Bheda Abheda means the simultaneous oneness and difference in Krishna
and his energies.

Bhakti Yoga involves devotional service, love, and surrender to Krishna.

Gaudiya Vaishnavism emphasizes the concept of Bhakti Yoga. < ) .
Devotees are encouraged to chant the Hare Krishna mantra and engage in

congregational chanting.

The Bhagavad Gita is a sacred text that contains the dialogue between Lord Krishna

and Arjuna. It discusses various aspects of life, duty, and the path to spiritual liberation.

The Bhagavat Purana is one of the eighteen Mahapuranas and narrates the pastimes

! It describes the various avatars of Krishna and the glories of his devotees.
of Lord Krishna.
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Partition of India in 1947

Background Formation of East Pakistan

Guerrilla warfare by Bangladesh forces
Cultural and linguistic differences between East and West Pakistan

Support from Indian government and army Liberation War

International recognition of Bangladesh's struggle . .
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the leader

Formation of Bangladesh Awami League

Targeting of intellectuals, minority communities, and opposition members

Massacres and Genocide

Demand for autonomy and self-rule
Killing and rape by Pakistani forces and local collaborators

- _ Suppression of Bengali culture and language
Political Tensions
Economic disparities between East and West Pakistan
Massive influx of refugees into India i i
., v e Gkt Bangladesh Liberation War
rain on resources and humanitarian ai
. Awami League's overwhelming victory in East Pakistan
Election of 1970
Delay and cancellation of National Assembly session

Operation Searchlight to suppress opposition

United Nations' condemnation of Pakistan's actions

International Intervention

Aid and support from various countries

Military Crackdown

Widespread human rights abuses and killings

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's speech on March 7, 1971

Declaration of Independence
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Born in Kolkata, India in 1799

Early life and education

Played a key role in the society's activities and publications Educated at the Charterhouse School in London

Collaborated with other eminent scholars of his time Founding member of the Asiatic Society of Bengal

Contributed to the understanding of Indian literature Developed an interest in Indian culture and history

Y Career as an artist and writer Became a skilled illustrator and draftsman
James Prinsep

Awarded the Royal Medal by the Royal Society in 1838 Published several works on Indian antiquities

Honored with a statue in Kolkata's Asiatic Society building

Legacy and recognition Appointed as the Assay Master at the Calcutta Mint

Prinsep Ghat on the Hooghly River named in his honor

Contribution to the stu dy of Indian history and Deciphered the ancient Brahmi and Kharosthi scripts
numismatics Established the chronological order of Indian dynasties

His contributions continue to inspire generations of scholars.

Pioneered the use of coins as historical evidence
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Shankhalipi script is a traditional script used for writing in various parts of Nepal.

Introduction Itis primarily used by the Newar community for writing the Newari language.

Shankhalipi script is primarily used for religious and cultural purposes in the Newar The script derives its name from the conch shell (shankha) shape of its characters.
community.
Istoirs]gcsommonly used for writing ceremonial texts, religious scriptures, and traditional Shankhalipi script is a Brahmic script, which means it is an abugida writing system.

- . - ) The characters in this script are based on a syllabic alphabet, where each character

The script is also used for inscriptions on monuments and temples in Nepal. represents a syllable.
In r_ett:?r?t yea;]rs,dther(ta_ have :eerll efflorts tot preserve and promote the Shankhalipi . The script is written from left to right in horizontal lines.
script through education and cultural events. « Qs .
Shankhallpl Scrlpt It does not use any spaces between words, and the words are typically written in a
continuous flow.

Shankhalipi script is an important part of the Newar cultural heritage in Nepal. The script has a total of 44 basic characters, which can be modified or combined to

It is a visually beautiful script with a unique structure and historical significance. represent different sounds.

While its usage has declined in recent years, efforts are being made to revive and

preserve this ancient script. Shankhalipi script has a unique structure with each character occupying a square-
shaped grid.

The characters are formed using strokes and curves that fit within this grid.
The script has a distinct visual appearance with its rounded and flowing shapes.

The characters are highly stylized and complex, making the script visually appealing.
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The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) is

the highest decision-making body for defense procurement in India.
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consists of various top officials from the Ministry of Defense.

It is chaired by the Defense Minister and

DAC functions as a forum for discussing and resolving issues related to defense acquisitions. <

various defense agencies and industrial partners to promote indigenization and self-
reliance.

DAC works closely with

DAC's decisions have a significant impact on the modernization and strengthening of India's defense forces.

Download Riltacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

The main objective of DAC is

It reviews and provides guidance on
It also monitors the progress of ongoing defense projects

{ It encourages the involvement of the domestic defense industry

DAC also aims to
It plays a vital role in
DAC's focus is on

The council prioritizes

to ensure timely and cost-effective procurement of military equipment.

various procurement proposals put forward by the armed forces.

and takes decisions to expedite their implementation.

enhance defense research and development capabilities in the country.
maintaining the combat readiness of the armed forces.
acquiring state-of-the-art technology and equipment to enhance defense capabilities.

the development of indigenous defense manufacturing capabilities.

DAC plays a crucial role in

It approves all major defense acquisitions,

DAC is responsible for

in the procurement process through offset policies.

formulating policies and procedures related to defense procurement.

including weapons systems, platforms, and technology.

the overall defense procurement strategy of the country.
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Flourished between the 6th and 13th centuries
Emerged during the Dravidian civilization <

Influenced by indigenous styles and foreign elements

Intricate carvings and sculptures
Elaborate ornamentation <
Decorative motifs and patterns

Origins in South India
Entrance gateways to temple complexes

Characterized by unique features Towering gopuras Adorned with sculpture and relief work

Serve as a focal point of the structure

Balanced design and layout
Horizontal and vertical symmetry <
Reflects harmonious principles

Dedicated to various deities Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, etc.

Five main sections Main entrance, assembly hall, sanctum, inner sanctum, and gateway tower

Temples as the main architectural form

m—— Dravidian style of architecture

Durable and long-lasting
Granite or sandstone construction materials {
Withstand the test of time

Elements of a traditional Dravidian temple
Pillared halls for rituals and ceremonies
Various elements of worship Courtyards for community gatherings

Separate areas for priests and devotees

Spread to other parts of India
Influence on Indian temple architecture <
Seen in the Nagara and Vesara styles

Journeyed through trade routes

Influence on other architectural styles Influence on Southeast Asian architecture <

Seen in temples of Indonesia, Cambodia, and Thailand
Continued use and preservation of Dravidian architectural elements
Legacy in modern times <

UNESCO World Heritage recognition for Dravidian temples
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Introduction

Navaratri festival is celebrated with great enthusiasm

Processions, dance performances, and music concerts Festival Celebrations

Thousands of devotees visit the temple during festivals

Considered an important pilgrimage site for Hindus
Believed to be one of the 108 Divya Desams (sacred abodes of Lord Vishnu) Spiritual Significance

Offers spiritual solace and a sense of peace to the devotees

Architecture

Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple

Temple managed by a trust appointed by the royal family of Travancore
Strict preservation measures taken to maintain the cultural heritage Preservation and Maintenance

Regular rituals performed and cleanliness maintained

Dedicated to Lord Vishnu

A famous Hindu temple located in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

Known for its grandeur and architectural beauty

Built in the 16th-century by the rulers of the Kingdom of Travancore
Temple holds great historical significance

Witnessed various renovations and additions over centuries

Dravidian style architecture
Impressive gopuram (gateway tower)
Intricate carvings and sculptures

Granite and gold-plated features

Main deity is Lord Padmanabhaswamy (a form of Lord Vishnu)

Idol made of a unique combination of five metals

Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple, with its rich history and magnificent architecture,
attracts devotees and tourists from all over the world

A symbol of religious devotion, cultural heritage, and timeless spirituality

Treasures and Controversies
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Worshiped and revered by devotees

Temple known for its immense wealth and treasures
Vault B of the temple discovered to have hidden treasures worth billions

Court cases and controversies over the ownership and management of the wealth
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The Eastern Ghats are a discontinuous range of
mountains along India's eastern coast.

The Eastern Ghats serve as a source of various rivers.

They contribute to the water resources of the region.

They extend from West Bengal in the north to Tamil
Nadu in the south.

The Eastern Ghats are culturally significant.

The Eastern Ghats are older and eroded compared to

the Western Ghats.
Several ancient temples and historical sites are located

in the region.

They consist of isolated hills and plateaus.

The Eastern Ghats provide livelihood opportunities for
local communities.

They offer agricultural lands and forest resources for Eastern Ghats
sustenance.

The Eastern Ghats face various environmental
challenges.

The Eastern Ghats are known for their rich biodiversity.

They are home to several endemic plant and animal
species.

The Eastern Ghats have diverse climatic conditions.

Theyreceive less rainfall compared to the Western

Deforestation, illegal mining, and pollution are key i
ats.

issues.

The Eastern Ghats play a crucial role in regulating the

Conservation efforts are being undertaken to protect
climate of the region.

the Eastern Ghats' unique ecosystems.

They act as a barrier to the northeastern monsoon

Effective management plans are necessary for .
winds.

sustainable development in the region.
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Threats such as habitat loss, overexploitation,
pollution, and climate change are considered when
assessing a species.

The Red List is regularly updated as new information
becomes available.

The IUCN Red List aims to promote conservation
actions and guide decision-making for biodiversity
conservation.

It serves as a valuable tool for scientists, policymakers,
and conservationists worldwide.

By highlighting species at risk, the Red List helps
prioritize conservation efforts and allocate resources
effectively.

The IUCN Red List is an essential tool for
understanding the state of biodiversity and taking
action to protect threatened species.
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International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) Red List
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IUCN Red List is a comprehensive assessment of the
conservation status of species.

The Red List provides information on the extinction
risk of species.

It is recognized as the most authoritative and objective
global standard for species extinction risk assessment.

The IUCN Red List assesses species using specific
criteria and categories.

There are nine categories ranging from "Extinct" to
"Least Concern" based on population size, rate of
population decline, geographic range, and other
factors.

Species listed as "Critically Endangered” are facing an
extremely high risk of extinction.

The IUCN Red List also includes information on the
reasons behind each species’ decline.
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Particularly abundant in the states of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu

Supports biodiversity in its native forests Native to the forests of southern India <

Known for its rich red wood

Ecologically important species

Provides habitat for a variety of plant and animal species
Protected areas and reserves designated for its conservation > Y.\ type of tree

} Actions taken to preserve its habitats and promote reforestation Belongs to the family of legumes

Reforestation programs to restore degraded areas

Red Sanders

Provides livelihoods for many communities through sustainable harvesting and trade L Used in furniture making, cabinetry, and handicrafts

Highly sought after for its beauty and durability

> Plays a significant role in the local economy Popular for its distinctive red color and grain patterns

Contributes to the tourism industry due fo its beauty and cultural significance

Economic and cultural significance

Driven by high profits and limited supply

Traditional carving and craftsmanship using Red Sanders wood Incurs hi . . . . .

; ; ; ; gh demand on the black market lllegal logging and smuggling pose a major threat to its survival
. : . : > Rich cultural heritage associated with Red Sanders Efforts to combat this trade involve strict regulations and enforcement
Considered sacred in some local rituals and ceremonies
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Advaita's relation to yoga and meditation

Compatibility of Advaita with other religious traditions

Freedom from suffering through Advaita

Advaita's teachings on moral and ethical values

Dualist theories against Advaita

> Reconciling Advaita with other philosophies

Influence on modern spiritual thought

} Application of Advaita in daily life

UPSC Gold Prelims_.Poxtal

Criticisms and debates on Advaita

Doctrine of Advaita

Impact and relevance of Advaita today T
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Understanding Advaita philosophy

Advaita's concept of Brahman
Absolute reality and illusory world <
The world as an illusion in Advaita

Atman as the true self
The concept of Atman in Advaita <
Realizing the identity of Atman and Brahman

Advaitic practices for self-realization
Methods of self-inquiry {
Contemplation on "Who am |?"

Guru's guidance in understanding Advaita
Role of a Guru in Advaita {
Importance of a qualified Guru
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Born in Kerala, India in the 8th century AD.

Early life and education

Devoted to the study of scriptures and philosophy.
Reestablished the dominance of Vedanta philosophy.

Showed exceptional intellect and spiritual inclination from a young age. <
} Played a significant role in the revival of Hinduism in India.

Attracted to the teachings of Advaita Vedanta.
Contributed to the reinvigoration of Hindu religious and cultural practices.

Influence and legacy

Continues to be revered as a spiritual leader and teacher.

} Inspired countless followers and disciples. Emphasized the non-dual nature of reality.

His teachings continue to shape the understanding of Advaita Vedanta. Systematized and revived the teachings of Advaita Vedanta. <

Argued for the ultimate identity of the individual self (Atman) and the universal self

SO . - : Brahman).
Shankaracharya Contributions to philosophy and spirituality (Brahman)
. . ' . Notable works include "Brahmasutra Bhashya" and "Vivekachudamani."
Conc_luswn. Shan kara?harya S _profound teaChmg_s on Wrote numerous commentaries and treatises on Indian philosophy. {
Advaita Vedanta and his establishment of monastic Clarified and expounded upon the teachings of Vedanta.
orders have had a lasting impact on Indian philosophy
and spirituality. His c.ontr!butlo.n.s continue to influence Aimed to preserve and propagate the teachings of Advaita Vedanta.
seekers of truth and inspire spiritual seekers around Founded four monastic orders (mathas) in different regions of India. <

the world.

Appointed successors to carry on the lineage and tradition.

Establishment of monastic orders

Promoted a disciplined and ascetic way of life.
Encouraged the practice of renunciation and spiritual contemplation. <
Believed in the importance of self-realization and liberation.
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Fosters regional economic integration and development ASEAN established in 1967

Promotes trade, investment, and economic cooperation

Economic Pillar Regional intergovernmental organization in Southeast Asia

Eliminates trade barriers and enhances market access Formation and Pu rpose

Aims to promote economic, political, and social cooperation

Encourages economic integration through ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) Encourages mutual assistance and regional peace

Enhances social and cultural cooperation among member nations Consists of ten member countries

Promotes mutual understanding and people-to-people exchanges Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore,

Socio-Cultural Pillar Thailand, Vietnam

Focuses on education, culture, health, labor, and youth development Member Countries

Strengthens ASEAN identity and sense of belonging Geographic and cultural diversity among member nations

Member countries work together to achieve common goals

Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Engages with external partners and international organizations ( ASE AN)

Cooperates with dialogue partners, including China, Japan, and the United States .
External Relations
Participates actively in regional and global forums

Promotes ASEAN's interests and maintains international relations

ASEAN Summit: Highest decision-making body

. . ASEAN Secretariat: Administrative arm of ASEAN
Organizational Structure
ASEAN Community: Three pillars (Political-Security, Economic, Socio-Cultural)

ASEAN Charter: Provides legal framework for ASEAN's operation

Addressing economic disparities among member countries

Ensuring equitable development and inclusive growth Promotes regional peace, stability, and security

Addressing regional security issues, including territorial disputes Enhances cooperation on political and security issues

Challenges and Future Political-Security Pillar

Enhancing cooperation in areas of cybersecurity and transnational crimes Encourages conflict resolution and peaceful settlements

Strengthening ASEAN's role in the global arena Strengthens defense and military collaboration

Embracing digital transformation and innovation
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Ancient port city located in present-day West Bengal,
India.

Played a key role in trade and commerce, especially with Southeast Asia.
Flourished during the Maurya and Gupta empires. <
Served as an important center for maritime activities.

Known for its rich cultural heritage and architectural marvels.

Shifts in river courses and the decline of the maritime trade route affected the city's

prosperity. The decline of Tamralipti can be attributed to various
Inscriptions, coins, and pottery have provided insights into the city's history.

Political instability and invasions contributed to the downfall of Tamralipti. factors.

Excavations have revealed numerous artifacts and Some structures demonstrate influence from Buddhist and Hindu art.

L Remains of buildings, temples, and fortifications reflect the city's past glory. {
structures from Tamralipti.

Tamralipti

The presence of monasteries suggests a significant Buddhist presence.
The city continues to be an important site for researchers and historians.

Tamralipti's legacy lives on through its archaeological

Tamralipti's historical significance connects present-day West Bengal to its glorious remains and cultural influence.
past.

The discovery of a large dockyard demonstrates the city's maritime importance.

Tamralipti is believed to have been an important center Buddhist texts mention the city and its monasteries.
for Buddhism. Mahayana Buddhism is said to have flourished in Tamralipti.
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Guidance for Government
Definition and Overview <
Aspirational in Nature

Non-Enforceability in Courts Introduction
> Lack of Statutory Force Origin and Evolution
Dependent on Government Will Historical Context <

Inclusion in the Constitution

Balancing Individual Rights :
} Conflict with Fundamental Rights Implementation Challenges
Constitutional Limitations

Inconsistent Priorities
> Conflict with Other Directives
Resource Allocation Issues

Welfare of the People
Socialistic Principles Social Justice

Equality and Equal Opportunities

Village Panchayats

Strengthening Accountability
> Making Directives Justiciable Gandhian Principles Rural Development

Judicial Review Mechanism A,

Directive Principles of State Policy Protection of Environment

Individual Freedom

Spreading Constitutional Literacy

} Enhancing Awareness and Education Recommendations for Improvement

Empowering Citizens

Liberal Principles Justice and Fairness
Inter-Departmental Collaboration

} Coordinated Policy Implementation Cultural and Educational Rights

Stakeholder Involvement

Importance in Nation Building

Binding on Government
Non-Justiciable Nature <

. ) . Moral and Political Obligation
Need for Continuous Review and Updating

Economic Prosperity
Si gn ificance Developmental Goals Social Transformation
Improving Living Standards
Harmonizing Interests

Balancing Rights and Duties Ensuring Collective Welfare

Promoting Public Interest
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Uphold social justice

Fundamental Rights

Protect individual freedoms
Ensure basic human rights {
Definition and importance <

Pillars of democracy

Varying judgments by different courts
} Lack of uniform interpretation
Confusion and inconsistency in implementation

Reasonable restrictions for public order and morality
> Limitations on rights

Prohibition of discrimination
Right to equality
Equality before law

Freedom of speech and expression

Right to freedom N
Balancing rights with other interests Chall d Critici Freedom of religion
alienges an riticisms I .
Lack of awareness about rights 9 _ _ - Prohibition of trafficking
} Inadequate awareness and access Right against exploitation o _
Barriers to accessing justice _ _ Prohibition of child labor
Six categories
Changing social dynamics } . Right o freedom of religion Freedom to practice and propagate religion
Need for continuous evolution . . . . .
Emerging challenges and rights Fundamental nghts in Indian Constitution

Protection of religious minorities

Protection and promotion of culture
Cultural and educational rights
Ensures protection of individual liberties

Right to education
Upholds the principles of equality and justice Fundamental Rights as the bedrock of Indian Constitution

Enforcement of fundamental rights
Requires constant vigilance and protection.

Right to constitutional remedies
Judicial review of laws

Writs for enforcement
High Courts and Supreme Court <
Public interest litigations

Judicial review of constitutional amendments
Doctrine of basic structure <

. . Protection against violation of basic structure
Protection of Fundamental Rights

Protection against discrimination
Laws to safeguard rights <
Protection against exploitation

Judicial protection

Legislative protection

Expansion of scope and coverage
Amendments to strengthen rights <

Addition of new rights
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Minerva Mills case background

The principles of judicial review and the separation of powers are essential to the
Constitution. The Supreme Court held that the amendment was unconstitutional and violated the ' .
) ) o basic structure doctrine. SuPreme Court’s decision
The amendment encroached upon the independence and authority of the judiciary.

1. The concept of the basic structure doctrine was further strengthened.

Minerva Mills Judgement (1980) °

The judiciary plays a vital role in ensuring constitutional supremacy.

The judiciary acts as a check on the excessive exercise of power by the Parliament. 2. Judicial review is an inherent part of the Constitution's framework.

Key takeaways from the Minerva Mills judgment

3. The Minerva Mills judgment reaffirmed the importance of maintaining the delicate
balance of power between the various branches of government.

Arguments against the amendment
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The case involved the constitutional validity of certain provisions of the 42nd
Amendment Act, 1976.

The amendment placed restrictions on the power of courts and granted more power

to the Parliament.
The amendment aimed to curtail judicial review and enhance parliamentary

supremacy.

1. Parliament's power to amend the Constitution encompasses all provisions,

including fundamental rights. The amendment protects the sovereignty of the Parliament.

Restrictions on judicial review would allow the government to implement welfare

2. The amendment is necessary to achieve social and economic justice. . .
policies effectively.

1. The amendment violates the basic structure doctrine. The judiciary has the duty to ensure the protection of fundamental rights.

The amendment undermines the separation of powers between the judiciary and
legislature.

2. Judicial review is an essential part of the Constitution's checks and balances.

3. The amendment grants excessive powers to the Parliament, eroding the balance of
power.
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Feudalism, a socio-economic system

Developed in medieval India

- . ‘ The exchange of land for military service
Definition and Overview ‘ Characterized by <
Hierarchical structure

During the 8th to 12th centuries

King on top, followed by vassals and sub-vassals Hierarchical structure

Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, Shudras Castes played a significant role

Social Hierarchy

Vassals often belonged to upper castes Interaction between castes and feudal classes

Dominant in regional kingdoms Cholas, Pallavas, Rashtrakutas, etc.

Born into a particular caste and class Limited social mobility

Influenced by earlier systems Vedic system, Mauryan Empire

Agriculture the main occupation _
} Agrarian economy King at the apex Ultimate authority and landowner

Crops like rice, wheat, sugarcane, cotton cultivated
Nobles, military commanders, and officials

Part of their produce given to vassals and king

Peasants paid taxes Economic System Feudalism in Medieval India » Vassals below the king

Flourished under feudal lords' patronage
} Trade and commerce
Merchant guilds regulated business activities

Granted fiefs in exchange for loyalty and service

Vassals fulfilled obligations Military support, council advice, tribute

Divided into large estates called "jagirs"
Land granted as fiefs <
Controlled by vassals

Collected taxes, maintained law and order
Vassals became landlords <
Distributed land and resources

Islamic invasions and foreign influences
} Decline of feudalism
Emergence of centralized kingdoms

Decline and Legacy

Impact on social, economic, and political systems Land Tenure System

Influence on regional cultures and traditions Legacy of feudalism in medieval India

. . . Worked the land under vassals' control
Shaped the feudal relationships in later periods Peasants and Farmers <

Provided labor and produce in return for protection
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Lack of political will and policy action Introduction and objectives

Insufficient investment in clean technologies Overview of the report Methodology and data sources

Factors contributing to emissions gaps
Challenges in transitioning to low-carbon economies Importance of tracking emissions gaps

Role of international cooperation and agreements

Global greenhouse gas emissions trends

Strengthening national climate policies and commitments Comparison to emission reduction targets

Scaling up renewable energy and energy efficiency measures

Emissions Gap Report Current state of emissions gaps

. . .. Carbon budget and remaining emissions
Key recommendations to bridge the emissions gaps g 9

Mobilizing financial resources for climate action Regional and sectoral analysis

Enhancing transparency and accountability mechanisms

Impact on climate change mitigation efforts

Increased risk of dangerous climate change

Conclusion and call to action

Implications and consequences of emissions gaps
Potential for irreversible ecological damage

Implications for future generations
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The centre aims to explore innovative approaches and technologies in climate

research.

Innovation in climate research
It seeks to contribute to the development of cutting-edge solutions for climate change
mitigation and adaptation.

The centre plans to further strengthen collaborations with existing partners and forge
new partnerships.

Strengthening partnerships Future initiatives

It aims to create a global network of climate experts and institutions for collective

The UNEP Copenhagen Climate Centre is a research institution focused on climate
action.

change.
The centre will continue to advocate for stronger climate policies and actions at

national and international levels.
Policy advocacy
It will provide evidence-based advice to policymakers and promote awareness about

the urgency of climate action.

It was established in 2009 with the aim of providing scientific knowledge to support
climate action.

The centre conducts research on a wide range of climate-related topics.
Conducting research

It aims to advance scientific knowledge and provide evidence-based insights.
The centre's research has contributed to the scientific understanding of climate

change The centre analyzes climate data to understand global climate patterns and trends.
' Scientific contributions Climate data analysis i vsis helbs in making informed decisi 4 develobing climate model
Its findings have been published in scientific journals and shared at international < IS analysis heips In making Informed decisions and developing climate models.
conferences. UNEP C h Cli te Cent The centre offers training programs on climate-related topics for policymakers and
The centre's expertise and recommendations have influenced climate policies and openhagen Imate .entre Capacity-building researchers.
strategies at various levels. Policy influence Impact and achievements It aims to enhance the capacity of individuals and institutions in dealing with climate
It has played a key role in shaping the global climate agenda. change.
Through its training programs, the centre has empowered individuals and institutions
to tackle climate change effectively. Capacity enhancement The centre engages in various research projects to enhance understanding of
. - . . climate change impacts.
It has helped in building a network of skilled professionals and researchers. Climate research projects
These projects focus on different aspects such as sea-level rise, extreme weather
events, and biodiversity loss.
The centre collaborates with international organizations, research institutions, and The centre collects and analyzes climate data from various sources, including
governments. , halyzes cl Ious sources, Includi
i satellites and weather stations.
. . . . . Global partnerships Climate data collection and analysis I h !
This collaboration strengthens knowledge sharing and promotes coordinated climate ) ) o L )
action. — . P + . This data helps in monitoring and predicting climate trends and phenomena.
ollaboration and partnersnips . . . . . .
The centre engages with regional and national partners to address climate challenges ggﬁc?::t;ﬁ dp;?rwa?:gsi::pport and advice fo policymakers in developing climate
specific to their contexts. i i :
pectt ! Regional and national cooperation Policy support and advice

It fosters collaboration in research, capacity-building, and policy development. It offers scientific expertise and evidence-based recommendations.
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UNEP's mission to promote sustainable development globally

UNEP's key areas of focus: climate change, biodiversity, pollution, and more

Overview of UNEP's Role and Functions UNEP's efforts to provide policy advice and technical assistance

UNEP's collaboration with governments, NGOs, and other stakeholders

UNEP's plans to accelerate action on climate change and strengthen resilience UNEP's role in promoting international environmental treaties and conventions

UNEP's focus on increasing environmental governance and policy coherence

UNEP's work in addressing climate change and promoting renewable energy

UNEP's efforts in promoting resource efficiency and circular economy UNEP's Future Priorities and Challenges

UNEP's challenges in addressing emerging environmental issues and risks UNEP's initiatives to protect and restore ecosystems and biodiversity

UNEP's commitment to ensure environmental sustainability for future generations UNEP UNEP's Initiatives and Programs UNEP's programs to combat pollution and promote sustainable waste management

UNEP's efforts in promoting sustainable consumption and production practices

UNEP's initiatives to address environmental health risks and promote clean air and
water

Conclusion of UNEP's Role in Environmental

Protection and Sustainable Development

UNEP's contribution to the development of environmental policies and regulations
worldwide

UNEP's role in raising awareness and promoting environmental education

UNEP's impact on promoting sustainable development goals

UNEP's Global Impact and Achievements

UNEP's success in fostering international cooperation and partnerships

UNEP's achievements in supporting countries to implement sustainable development
strategies
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Dravidian languages are agglutinative, meaning words are formed by adding affixes
to a root word.

Introduction

They have a complex system of noun classes, where each noun is assigned a
gender based on its meaning.

Significant Features

Dravidian languages are known for their vibrant literary traditions, with ancient texts
dating back to the Sangam era.

Dravidian languages play a crucial role in preserving the cultural heritage of South

India. Dravidian languages: A family of languages
. . g . . »
;‘2§¥n?;;er;?()eﬁ in various fields, including literature, music, cinema, and Cultural and Social Importance prlmarlly spokenLlanniguth India and Sri

Language revitalization efforts aim to promote and preserve endangered Dravidian
languages.

Dravidian languages form a significant linguistic family, contributing to the linguistic
diversity and cultural richness of South India and Sri Lanka.

Their historical development, unique features, and cultural importance make them a
fascinating subject of study.

Historical Development

DownloadkRiiacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

Dravidian languages are a group of more than 20 languages spoken by
approximately 220 million people.

They are predominantly spoken in South India and some regions of Sri Lanka.

Dravidian languages are classified into four major subgroups: South, Central, North,
and Brahui.

South Dravidian languages, such as Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam, are the most
prominent.

Central Dravidian languages include Kannada and Tulu.

North Dravidian languages are relatively small in terms of speakers and include
languages like Kurukh and Malto.

Brahui, the only language outside the Indian subcontinent, is spoken in parts of
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Dravidian languages have a rich history dating back several millennia.

They are believed to have evolved from a proto-Dravidian language spoken around
4,500 years ago.

Over time, various influences from Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, and other languages
have shaped the vocabulary and grammar of Dravidian languages.
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Various organizations and community initiatives are working towards this goal.
>— Efforts are being made to document and conserve the language.

Educational institutions are introducing Kurukh language programs. The Kurukh people primarily reside in India, Nepal, and Bhutan.

The Kurukh language faces challenges in terms of

preservation and promotion. It belongs to the Munda branch of the Austroasiatic language family.

Kurukh is an Austroasiatic language spoken by the

Cultural events and workshops can play a crucial role in promoting Kurukh heritage.
P pay P g g > It is important to raise awareness about the significance of Kurukh language and

The language is also known as Oraon or Kurux. <

Encouraging bilingualism and multilingualism can also support the preservation of culture. Kurukh people. Kurukh has several dialects, including Eastern and Western Kurukh.
Kurukh.
Kurukh has its own script called the Kurukh script.
Kurukh

In conclusion, Kurukh is an Austroasiatic language 4 It is known for its folk songs, dance, and traditional art forms.

Sp°ken by the Kurukh peoPIe in India, Nepal, and Some of the prominent festivals include Sarhul and Karma Puja.

Bhutan. It has a rich cultural heritage, including folk The Kurukh community celebrates various festivals throughout the year.

ays . These festivals are marked by rituals, music, and dance performances.
songs, dance, and traditional art forms. While the
language faces challenges, efforts are being made to Kurukh cuisine is diverse and includes dishes like rice, lentils, and local vegetables.

preserve and promote Kurukh through documentation,
education programs, and cultural events.
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Itis their primary fuel source. Cells in the body use glucose for energy. Also known as a monosaccharide.

It is a simple sugar.

It is the main source of energy for our body.

It can lead to high blood sugar levels. Too much glucose in the bloodstream can be harmful. : : .
Glucose is found in many foods. Such as fruits and honey.
The body stores excess glucose in the liver and . . . _—
In the form of glycogen. muscles Glucose is an important carbohydrate. Our body breaks down carbohydrates into glucose. Through the process of digestion.

Glucose enters the bloodstream. Through the small intestine.

Involving insulin and glucagon. Glucose levels are regulated by a feedback mechanism.

The pancreas produces insulin. A hormone that helps regulate glucose levels.

It affects various physiological processes. Glucose metabolism is essential for overall health.
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Definition and process

Higher light intensity increases the rate of photosynthesis.
> Light intensity

Low light intensity can limit the process.

Higher carbon dioxide concentration increases the rate of photosynthesis. : :
> Carbon dioxide concentration Factors affecting photosynthesis
Limited carbon dioxide availability can slow down the process.

Optimal temperatures enhance photosynthesis.
> Temperature
Extreme temperatures can inhibit the process.

Photosynthesis

Photosynthesis is vital for the survival of plants and other organisms.
It produces oxygen, which is essential for respiration.
It also provides glucose, which serves as a source of energy for cells. SIQn ificance of phOtosyntheSIS

Photosynthesis maintains the balance of carbon dioxide and oxygen in the
atmosphere.
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Calvin cycle (light-independent reactions)

Photosynthesis is a process that converts light energy into chemical energy in plants.
It occurs in the chloroplasts of plant cells.
Chlorophyll absorbs light energy.

The primary photosynthetic pigment is chlorophyll. {
There are different types of chlorophyll, such as chlorophyll a and chlorophyll b.

Light-dependent reactions occur in thylakoid membranes.
These reactions convert light energy into chemical energy.
This process is called photolysis.
Water molecules are split, releasing oxygen as a byproduct.
Oxygen is released into the atmosphere.

ATP (adenosine triphosphate) and NADPH (nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide ATP is used to fuel the light-independent reactions.

phosphate) are produced. NADPH carries electrons to the Calvin cycle.

The Calvin cycle occurs in the stroma of the chloroplasts.
Carbon dioxide from the atmosphere is fixed and converted into glucose.

ATP and NADPH from the light-dependent reactions are used to power the Calvin
cycle.

The glucose produced can be used for energy or stored as starch.
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Emphasized the importance of personal spiritual experience over traditional rituals

and caste hierarch
Founder of Lingayatism, a Shaivite sect y

Opposed idol worship and other forms of religious differentiation

Criticized the varna system and advocated for the upliftment of the oppressed and
marginalized

12th-century philosopher and social reformer from

Basavanna's principles continue to guide Lingayats and influence contemporary K taka. Indi
arnataka, india

: Promoted equality and social justice
social movements

Emphasized gender equality and women empowerment

Remembered as a compassionate philosopher and reformer Vachanas expressed his philosophical and social ideas in simple Kannada language

His vachanas are still recited and revered by millions Composed vachanas, a form of didactic poetry <

Used metaphors and allegories to convey his messages effectively
Basavanna
Basavanna's visionary ideas and efforts towards social reform have left an indelible X . - e
‘e i ; . ; : Led to the establishment of Anubhava Mantapa, a spiritual and democratic institution
mark oanarnataka.s history and continue to inspire people towards a more inclusive v Basavanna's ideas had a profound impact on society
and egalitarian society. \Q Inspired numerous saints and poets to compose vachanas and spread his teachings
{ Lingayats sought equality and rejected caste-based discrimination

Lingayatism grew into a major religious and social movement . . . .
g2y 9 J g The movement played a significant role in shaping Karnataka's cultural and social

fabric
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U PSC GO I d Prel s Portal emerged in the 12th century in Karnataka, India
: o : : advocated for social equality and rejected the caste system
Lingayat: a sect within Hinduism founded by Basavanna, a social reformer and philosopher <

emphasized personal devotion to God
played a significant role in eradicating social inequalities
followers of Lingayat are known as Lingayats or Veerashaivas

initiated the practice of girls' education during Basavanna's time

> promoted education and women's rights Lingayat sect's contributions
monotheistic belief in Shiva as the ultimate deity

encouraged widow remarriage and opposed child marriage

Basavanna and other Lingayat saints composed Vachanas, devotional poems
reject the authority of Vedas and Brahmins

> contributed to the development of Kannada literature and poetry

Vachanas express spiritual teachings and social issues . g bad bol sh
i i i i ¥ wear Linga, a pendant or badge symbolizing Shiva
Llngayat SeCt In HlndUISm emphasize the concept of Ishtalinga, a personal form of Shiva

consider the Linga as a source of divine power

Lingayat sect seeks separate religious status from Hinduism
believe in the equality of all individuals and genders

demand recognition as an independent religion in Karnataka

Controversies and status

recognition as a separate religion could impact politics and government benefits
perform Ishtalinga puja for daily worship

seek spiritual guidance from the community's spiritual leaders called Lingayat gurus
or swamis

debates and discussions ongoing regarding the status of Lingayat within Hinduism.

Rituals and Practices

observe several festivals, including Basava Jayanthi and Lingayat New Year

practice Lingayat initiation rituals such as Lingodbhava and Kalyanaotsava
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U PSC GO I d P rel Ims PO rtal Union List consisting of subjects on which only the Union Legislature has the power

to make laws

State List consisting of subjects on which only the State Legislature has the power to

Three Lists defining the division of legislative powers
make laws

Concurrent List consisting of subjects on which both the Union and State Legislatures
have the power to make laws

Matters not mentioned in any of the three Lists fall under the Union Government's Distribution of powers between the Union and States

jurisdiction .
Residuary powers
Union Parliament has the power to legislate on residuary subjects

w Subjects exclusively under the jurisdiction of the Union Government Defense, foreign affairs, atomic energy, etc.
Amendments to the Seventh Schedule Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of Union Parliament has exclusive power to legislate on these subjects

Amendments require special majority in Parliament to be passed India
\m_< Subjects exclusively under the jurisdiction of the State Government
State Legislature has exclusive power to legislate on these subjects

Subjects under the jurisdiction of both Union and State Governments

Authority to amend the Lists lies with the Parliament

Modifications to the distribution of powers between the Union and States

Authority to amend lies with the Parliament

Police, public order, agriculture, healthcare, etc.

Ensures clear division of legislative powers between the Union and States

Balances power between the Central and State Governments

Importance of the Seventh Schedule - : :
Prevents conflicts and ensures smooth functioning of the government Criminal law, bankruptcy, marriage and divorce, etc.
Both the Union and State Legislatures can make laws on these subjects

Download Ritacademy App to Attempt 50 High Yield Mock Tests

Strengthens the federal structure of the Indian Constitution.
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The Act provides for the protection and preservation of archaeological sites and
monuments. . 0 .

Protection of heritage sites

It prohibits any construction or developmental activities without permission from ASI
in the vicinity of these sites.

The Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (AATA) is a legislation in India.

Introduction

It was enacted to regulate the export, import, and sale of antiquities and art treasures.

The Act prescribes penalties for contravention of its provisions, including

To preserve and protect the cultural heritage of India.
imprisonment and fines.

Objectives

Penal provisions

It also provides for the forfeiture of illegally acquired antiquities and art treasures.

To prevent the illegal trafficking and smuggling of antiquities and art treasures.
The Act enables cooperation with foreign countries for the protection of cultural

- Defines various terms such as "antiquity," "art treasure," and "export."
Definitions
Provides clarity on what falls under the purview of the Act.
property. ) : . P
it f?fgllL@tes the exchange of information and assistance in the prevention of illegal ( AAT A) The Act establishes the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) as the regulatory body.
ranicking. Regulatory framework . . o - . .
ASI is responsible for issuing licenses, conducting inspections, and taking

necessary actions for implementation of the Act.
The ASI is responsible for monitoring compliance with the Act and taking

enforcement actions. . .
Monitoring and enforcement

Regular inspections and audits are carried out to ensure adherence to the provisions
of the Act.

o o Export of antiquities and art treasures without a valid license is prohibited.
Prohibited activities

Sale of antiquities and art treasures without proper documentation is also prohibited.

The Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 plays a crucial role in preserving India's

Different types of licenses are available under the Act for various activities related to
cultural heritage.

antiquities and art treasures.
Through its provisions, it aims to prevent the illegal trade of antiquities and art

treasures, and to protect archaeological sites and monuments.

Licenses need to be obtained from the ASI for any export, import, or sale of these
items.
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Oldest surviving branch
Emphasizes individual liberation and meditation Theravada Buddhism
Common in Southeast Asia
Largest branch
Focuses on compassion and the ideal of the bodhisattva Mahayana Buddhism Branches
Common in East Asia
Known as Tibetan Buddhism

Includes esoteric practices and rituals Vajrayana Buddhism

Emphasizes direct transmission from teacher to student

Cultural and economic exchanges
} Spread through Asia
Missionary activities and royal patronage

Buddhist sculptures, paintings, and architecture
} Influence on art and philosophy
Development of Zen and other Buddhist philosophies

Increasing interest in Buddhism
} Spread to the West
Adoption of Buddhist practices and ideas

Buddhism ,
Impact and spread

Challenge of maintaining mindfulness and detachment in the digital age
} Interactions with technology
Use of meditation apps and online resources

Addressing social and environmental issues
} Engaging with modern society
Promoting peace and justice

Interfaith dialogues and cooperation
} Coexistence with other religions
Challenges of religious pluralism and extremism.

Contemporary issues
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Reincarnation and karma

Impermanence and non-self

Enlightenment and nirvana

Born in present-day Nepal
Founded by Siddhartha Gautama in 5th century BCE <

Renounced worldly pleasures to seek enlightenment

Teachings at the core of Buddhism

Suffering is inherent in human existence

Four Noble Truths Desire and attachment cause suffering

Cessation of desire leads to the end of suffering

Noble Eightfold Path leads to liberation from suffering

Rebirth after death based on actions in previous lives
Accumulation of good and bad karma affects future lives
Everything is subject to change and nothing has a permanent self

Interconnectedness of all things
Ultimate goal is to achieve enlightenment and reach nirvana

State of utmost peace, freedom, and liberation

Cultivating mindfulness and awareness
Meditation {
Calming the mind and developing insight

Following the Five Precepts
Moral conduct <
Avoiding killing, stealing, sexual misconduct, lying, and intoxicants
Vary across different Buddhist traditions
Rituals and ceremonies Offerings, chanting, and prayers

Celebrations of significant Buddhist events



UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Evolved from earlier Buddhist traditions

Criginating in India during the 8th century <
Incorporates elements of Hinduism and local spiritual practices

Introduction to Vajrayana Buddhism

Emphasis on tantra and esoteric practices

Nyingma, Kagyu, Sakya, and Gelug Unique characteristics of Vajrayana Buddhism <

Transmission of teachings through guru-disciple relationship
Different approaches and teachings within Vajrayana Vaj rayana Buddhist schools and Iineages

Role and significance of lineage holders and masters

Emphasis on the concept of emptiness
View of reality and ultimate truth {
Recognition of the interplay between form and emptiness

Dharmakaya, Sambhogakaya, and Nirmanakaya
Three bodies of the Buddha <
Different manifestations of the enlightened mind

Visualization and identification with a specific deity
Importance of deity yoga <
Utilization of tantric rituals and empowerments

Establishing monasteries and centers in the West
} Spread of Vajrayana teachings beyond Asia Vaj rayana Buddhist beliefs

Transmission of teachings to Western students Vaj I'aya na B u d d h iS m

Vajrayana Buddhism in the modern world

Integration of Buddhist practices with Western psychology

> Impact of Vajrayana on contemporary spirituality
Influence on art, architecture, and popular culture

Use of mudras, mantras, and mandalas
Tantric rituals and ceremonies <

Employing symbolism to represent enlightened qualities

Development of concentration and insight
Meditation practices <
Practices of deity yoga and guru yoga

Progressive stages of spiritual development
Five paths and ten bhumis <
Gradual awakening and realization of one's true nature

Vajrayana Buddhist practices
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Reduce or eliminate tariffs on goods and services

Countries may face job losses in certain sectors > Displacement of domestic industries and workers Definition and purpose of FTAs FTAs facilitate free trade between countries Promote economic growth and increase employment opportunities

Competitiveness of domestic industries may be affected

Enhance market access and business opportunities for companies Increase exports and expand customer base

Divergent regulations and standards among countries can create challenges

> Regulatory conflicts and harmonization Challenges and criticisms of FTAs

Harmonization efforts may face resistance and delays

Promote efficient allocation of resources
Economic benefits {
Encourage competition and innovation

Increase trade volumes and value
Trade benefits {
Diversify trading partners and reduce reliance on single markets

Negotiations of FTAs often involve limited stakeholder participation

> Lack of inclusivity and transparency

Lack of transparency in negotiations and decision-making processes

Benefits of FTAs

Ongoing negotiations to update and expand FTAs

} Expansion and deepening of existing agreements Consumer benefits { Lower prices and increased variety of goods and services

Inclusion of new areas such as e-commerce and digital trade

Focus on sustainable development and environmental standards
} Emerging trends in global trade
Addressing new challenges such as cybersecurity and data protection

Improved product quality and standards

Free trade agreements (FTAs) Biteral FTas < Between two countries

Examples: USA-Singapore FTA, Australia-Thailand FTA

Between multiple countries or regions
Multilateral FTAs <
Examples: NAFTA, ASEAN Free Trade Area

Efforts to create larger-scale trade agreements involving multiple countries or regions
) ) " . > Potential for broader regional or global agreements
Examples: Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership

(CPTPP) Types of FTAs

Limited to specific geographic regions
Overall, free trade agreements (FTAs) play a significant Regional FTAs <
role in promoting international trade, boosting
economic growth, and offering various benefits to
countries, businesses, and consumers. However, they
also face challenges and criticisms, requiring

Examples: Mercosur, European Union

Reduce or eliminate import tariffs on goods
Tariff elimination <
Promote trade liberalization

continuous evaluation and adaptation to ensure
inclusivity, transparency, and equitable outcomes. The
future of FTAs involves ongoing expansion, addressing
emerging trade trends, and exploring the potential for
broader regional or global agreements.

Remove barriers to trade in services
Trade in services <
Encourage service sector growth

Key elements of FTAs

Ensure protection and enforcement of patents, copyrights, and trademarks

Intellectual property rights protection <

Encourage innovation and creativity

Protect foreign investments through legal frameworks
Investment protection <
Strengthen investor confidence
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Navigating complex rules and regulations
>— Increased administrative burden

Compliance costs for businesses

Difficulty in understanding the overall trade landscape

} Reduced transparency and predictability
Uncertainty regarding trade rules and obligations

Effects of the spaghetti bowl effect

Non-tariff barriers resulting from divergent regulations

} Impeded market access
Cumbersome rules of origin requirements

The spaghetti bowl effect refers to the complex and tangled nature of modern trade
- - networks.
Slowed progress in global trade negotiations Definition and et ] of the term
} Hindered trade liberalization

Inefficient allocation of resources and trade diversion

It originates from the visual resemblance between a bowl of tangled spaghetti and the
intricate web of overlapping trade agreements.

Mutual recognition agreements for product standards

Spaghetti bowl effect
> Harmonization and convergence of trade rules and regulations _ Proliferation of bilateral and regional trade agreements

Increasing use of bilateral agreements instead of multilateral ones
Alignment of customs procedures

Regional trade blocs creating additional complexity
Pursuing mega-regional agreements to replace overlapping ones

} Simplification and consolidation of trade agreements

Harmonization challenges between different legal systems
Establishing common frameworks for rules of origin

Divergent rules and regulations among trading partners

Varying product standards and certifications
Establishing centralized databases for trade agreements

Management and solutions for the spaghetti bowl

Enhancing transparency and information sharing
> effect

Multiple agreements between the same countries or regions
Overlapping trade agreements
Providing user-friendly guidance and resources to businesses

Interconnections and conflicting provisions across agreements
Improving enforcement of frade commitments

> Strengthening dispute settlement mechanisms
Resolving conflicts arising from overlapping agreements

Revitalizing global trade negotiations

} Promoting multilateral trade liberalization
Supporting the World Trade Organization's role in rule-making and dispute resolution
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U PSC GO I d Prel Ims Portal Anangpal Il ascended the throne around the 11th century.

He was the son of Anangpal | and succeeded him as the king. <
He ruled from Delhi, which was the capital of his kingdom.

He successfully defeated several neighboring kingdoms and expanded his territory.

Anangpal Il is known for his military campaigns and the expansion of his kingdom. <
His rule was marked by stability and prosperity for his subjects.

Anangpal ll was a ruler of the Tomara dynasty in the
Indian subcontinent.

He commissioned the construction of several temples and forts.

Anangpal Il was a patron of the arts and architecture. . , L o .
The temples built during his reign are known for their intricate carvings and

architectural beauty.

Scholars and artists from various parts of India were invited to his court.

Overall, Anangpal ll was a powerful and influential ruler

Anangpal II's reign marked a period of cultural and intellectual growth. <
Literature, music, and dance flourished under his patronage.

who played a crucial role in shaping the history of the Anangpal Il
Indian subcontinent.

His victories and achievements consolidated the power of the dynasty.

Anangpal II's reign is considered an important period in

the history of the Tomara dynasty. He left a lasting impact on the culture and architecture of the region.

Inacademy App to Attemp Igh Yield Mock Tests



UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Consolidation of Ghurid control over northern India
Weakening of Rajput kingdoms Victory of Muhammad Ghori

Establishment of Delhi Sultanate Introduction The Battle of Tarain was a significant conflict that took place in 1191 and 1192.

Outcome and Impact
Influence on Indian history

Changes in regional power dynamics Significance of the Battle

. Political situation in northern India during that time
Cultural and political implications Battle of Tarain Background of the battle <
Rivalry between the Prithviraj Chauhan and Muhammad Ghori

Prithviraj Chauhan's initial victory
First Battle of Tarain in 1191 {

Initial conflict
Muhammad Ghori's retreat
Muhammad Ghori's strategic changes
Second Battle of Tarain in 1192 {
Prithviraj Chauhan's army challenges
Main conflict Attack strategies employed
Battle details Role of cavalry and archers

Intensity of the fighting
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Manikaran is located in the state of Himachal Pradesh in India.

Manikaran is known for its delicious local cuisine. Local Cuisine

Manikaran is famous for its natural hot springs.

The hot springs are considered holy by both Hindus and Sikhs.

Religious Significance Hindu Temples There are several Hindu temples in Manikaran.

There are several options for accommodation in Manikaran. Accommodation

| Manikaran in Himachal Pradesh
Manikaran can be reached by road. Transportation

In summary, Manikaran in Himachal Pradesh is a
popular destination known for its natural hot springs,

Natural Hot Springs

Sikh Gurudwara There is a prominent Sikh Gurudwara in Manikaran.

The hot springs are believed to have healing properties.
Healing Properties {

Pilgrimage Many people visit Manikaran for its religious and healing significance.

Tibetan Monastery Manikaran has a beautiful Tibetan monastery.

Sightseeing

Harinder Mountain Harinder Mountain offers breathtaking views in Manikaran.

religious significance, sightseeing spots, outdoor
activities, local cuisine, and comfortable
accommodation options.

Trekking Manikaran offers various trekking opportunities.

River Rafting The nearby Parvati River is ideal for river rafting.
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These kingdoms were often ruled by powerful dynasties.

Buddhism continued to have a significant impact, but Hinduism also gained Rise of regional kingdoms After the decline of the Mauryan Empire, several regional kingdoms emerged in They established their own administrative systems and territories.
prominence. India.
Examples of such kingdoms include the Satavahanas, Kushanas, and the Gupta
The patronage of art, literature, and architecture by the ruling dynasties contributed . - . . . - . Empire.
to the cultural development, Various religious and cultural influences shaped the post Mauryan period. Religious and cultural influences
The influence of Greek and Persian cultures can be seen in the art and architecture . . . . . . :
of this period. With the decline of centralized authority, regional kingdoms gained autonomy.
Post Mauryan pe riod The post Mauryan period was characterized by political fragmentation. gc:wsalsei?etso the decentralization of power and the emergence of multiple ruling
Internal conflicts, invasions, and external pressures led to the downfall of these
kingdoms. Local governance and administration became more prominent during this period.
The post Mauryan period eventually witnessed the decline of the regional kingdoms.
The Gupta Empire emerged as a major power in North India after the end of the post
Mauryan period. Decline and aftermath Agriculture remained the backbone of the economy.
Despite the decline, the post Mauryan period laid the foundations for future political, Trade and commerce flourished. and several trade routes were established
economic, and cultural developments in India. Economic developments The post Mauryan period witnessed significant economic developments. ’

The introduction of coins as a medium of exchange facilitated commercial activities.

The production of art and handicrafts thrived, contributing to the economic growth.
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Yelleshwaram is a village in the state of Telangana, India.

. s ) . Itis located in the East Godavari district.
Yelleshwaram offers scenic beauty with its lush green fields and riverbanks.

Yelleshwaram has a rich historical significance.
It was ruled by various dynasties in the past.
The village holds the remnants of ancient temples and monuments.
Yelleshwaram has a diverse and vibrant cultural heritage.
w The community celebrates various traditional festivals.

Folk songs and dances are an integral part of the local culture.

The village is known for its serene environment. Tourist Attractions

The nearby river provides opportunities for water-related activities.

Yelleshwaram has a good educational infrastructure with schools and colleges.

The village is well-connected with roads and transportation facilities. Education and Infrastructure Yelleshwaram

Basic amenities like healthcare and electricity are available to the residents.

Yelleshwaram still faces challenges in terms of infrastructure development.

The government plans to improve road connectivity and irrigation facilities. Challenges and Future Development

The primary occupation of the villagers is agriculture.
Efforts are being made to promote tourism and enhance economic growth.

The fertile lands surrounding Yelleshwaram support the cultivation of paddy, coconut,
and other crops.

- i i Some villagers are engaged in small-scale businesses and animal husbandry.
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Enhancing agricultural productivity
Improving farmers' income and rural development Agricultural cooperatives
Providing agricultural inputs and marketing support
Providing financial services to rural and urban poor
Promoting savings and investments Credit cooperatives

Mobilizing funds for economic activities

Role of cooperatives in Indian economy

Ensuring availability of quality goods at fair prices
Protecting consumer interests and rights Consumer cooperatives
Promoting consumer education and awareness
Providing affordable housing options
Fostering community participation and development Housing cooperatives

Ensuring secure and equitable housing practices Cooperatives in Indian Constitution

Lack of awareness and limited understanding
Inefficient management and governance issues

Lack of financial resources and access to credit

Political interference and corruption : :
Challenges and reforms in cooperative sector
Need for technological advancements and innovation
Strengthening cooperative education and training
Enhancing transparency and accountability
Promoting cooperative networking and collaboration Reforms and initiatives for cooperative development

Encouraging youth participation in cooperatives

Improving cooperative legislation and policies
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Meaning and definition

Promotion of economic and social interests

Democratic control and voluntary membership

Cooperative societies and their objectives

Limited liability and service-oriented nature

Principle of equity and equality

Article 19(1)(c) - Right to form cooperatives
Article 43B - Promotion of cooperative societies and voluntary formation
Article 24371 - Panchayats and cooperatives

Article 243ZH - Urban local bodies and cooperatives



Agriculture: Farmers' cooperatives for marketing and purchasing agricultural
products

Energy: Renewable energy cooperatives promoting clean energy production and
distribution

Retail: Consumer cooperatives providing affordable and quality goods to members
Healthcare: Cooperative hospitals or clinics offering healthcare services to members

Worker rights advocacy: Cooperatives advocating for better working conditions and
fair treatment

Limited resources: Lack of capital, expertise, and technology hinders growth and
development

Sustainable management: Balancing member interests, financial viability, and long-
term sustainability

Legal and regulatory framework: Compliance with laws and regulations governing
cooperatives

Cooperation and conflict resolution: Ensuring effective collaboration and resolving
disputes among members

Awareness and education: Ensuring members and communities understand the
benefits and functioning of cooperatives

Examples of cooperatives: Found in various industries
and sectors worldwide

Challenges faced by cooperatives: Encounter certain
obstacles in their operation

Cooperatives
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Definition: Voluntary organizations owned and
operated by their members

Types of cooperatives: Various forms exist based on the
sector and purpose

Benefits of cooperatives: Offers advantages to both
members and communities
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Principles: Based on values such as self-help, self-responsibility, democracy,
equality, solidarity, and honesty

Consumer cooperatives: Owned and operated by consumers to meet their common
needs

Producer cooperatives: Owned and operated by producers to market and sell their
products

Worker cooperatives: Owned and operated by the employees who work in the
organization

Financial cooperatives: Provide financial services, such as credit unions

Housing cooperatives: Members jointly own and manage housing properties

Economic benefits: Members have access to goods, services, and markets at
competitive prices

Social benefits: Promote community development, social integration, and cohesion

Environmental benefits: Encourage sustainable practices and resource conservation

Self-help: Members work together to improve their economic and social conditions

Self-responsibility: Members take responsibility for their actions and contribute to the
cooperative

Democracy: Members have equal rights and participate in the decision-making
process

Equality: Members are treated equally, regardless of their social, economic, or
cultural background

Solidarity: Members support and help each other for mutual benefit

Honesty: Transparency, openness, and ethical behavior are promoted within
cooperatives
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The principles of non-violence (ahimsa) and truthfulness (satya)
} Doctrines of Jainism

The concept of karma and its influence on the soul's journey

The significance of fasting, meditation, and self-discipline
> Rituals and Practices

The rituals related to worship, pilgrimage, and temple ceremonies

Content of Jain Agamas . . .
The importance of compassion, forgiveness, and non-attachment 9 Jain Agamas are the holy scriptures of Jainism
> Moral Values and Ethics

The guidelines for living a virtuous and ethical life Introduction They are considered to be the divine teachings of Tirthankaras

The path to liberation through renunciation and spiritual practices There are two main collections of Jain Agamas: Shvetambara and Digambara
> Liberation and Salvation

The ultimate goal of attaining moksha and ending the cycle of birth and death
These texts were written in Ardhamagadhi language

Influence on Jains' way of life and religious practices Jain Agamas . Shvetambara tradition follows the 44 Agamas They cover various aspects of Jain philosophy, ethics, and rituals

Shaping the Jain community's moral and ethical values Impact of Jain Agamas It includes texts such as Anga, Upanga, Mula Sutra, and Chulika

Preserving the ancient wisdom and knowledge of Jainism
These texts were written in Prakrit language

The Jain Agamas hold great significance in Jain philosophy and spirituality Digambara Agamas Digambara tradition follows the 34 Agamas They focus on spiritual guidance, meditation, and liberation

They serve as guiding principles for Jains in their pursuit of spiritual enlightenment Itincludes texts such as Prathamagama, Mulagama, and Cheda Sutras

Their teachings provide insights into the Jain way of life and the ultimate goal of
liberation.
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Mahavira was born into a royal family and renounced his worldly possessions to seek

. . . . spiritual enlightenment.
He was born in the 6th century BCE in present-day Bihar, India.

Mahavira was a spiritual teacher and the founder of
Jainism.

He practiced rigorous asceticism and embraced a life of extreme non-violence.

Mahavira preached the concept of ahimsa, or non-violence, as the cornerstone of

Jainism.
Mahavira's teachings and principles continue to influence Jainism, which remains a

significant religious tradition in India.

Jain temples and pilgrimage sites are visited by millions of devotees each year.

Mahavira's philosophy of non-violence has also had a profound impact on the world, Jainism is a_n_ancie_nt Indian religion that emphasizes non-violence and compassion
influencing the likes of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. . towards all living beings.
Mahavira =
Jains believe in karma, reincarnation, and the pursuit of spiritual purity.

His teachings continue to inspire millions of followers and have had a lasting impact Mahavira, the founder of Jainism, preached the principles of non-violence, Jains strive t_o ach_ieve liberation from the cycle of birth and death by attaining
on the world. compassion, and spiritual purity. moksha, or liberation of the soul.

It was founded by Mahavira and has millions of followers worldwide.

They follow a strict vegetarian diet and practice meditation and self-discipline.

He emphasized the idea of living a simple and disciplined life.

Mahavira taught the importance of self-control, truthfulness, and non-possession. ) i ) )
Mahavira preached that all beings are interconnected and that true happiness can be

achieved by minimizing desires.
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The Vajji kingdom maintained diplomatic relations with other neighboring kingdoms.

They had both alliances and conflicts with various kingdoms during different periods.
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: : The Vajji kingdom was located in ancient India.
Location and boundaries

The society of the Vaiji kingdom was organized into various social classes. It was situated in the region of present-day Bihar and parts of Uttar Pradesh.

Society and culture

Education, art, and music were highly valued in the Vajjian society.
The Vajji kingdom had a republican form of government.

Political structure It was governed by a group of nobles and leaders known as the Vajjian Confederacy.

Relations with other kingdoms

The Vajjian Confederacy included various clans and fribes.

Vajji kingdom

The Vajji kingdom declined and eventually lost its independence to the Magadha The capital city of the Vaji kingdom was Vaishali

empire.

Capital city

Vaishali was an important political and cultural center of ancient India.

The annexation of the Vajji kingdom by the Magadha empire marked the end of its
existence.

End of the Vajji kingdom
The Vajji kingdom had a prosperous economy based on agriculture and trade.
However, the Vaijji culture and traditions continued to influence the region even after

Economy and trade
its fall.
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The kingdom was known for its skilled craftsmen and flourishing trade routes.



Ensuring speedy and fair delivery of justice

Handling a large number of pending cases

Dealing with constitutional and legal complexities

Addressing judicial reforms and improving the justice system

Maintaining public trust and confidence in the judiciary

Challenges and responsibilities of the Chief Justice of

India
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Responsible for the functioning of the Supreme Court <

Heggl of the Indian judiciary Appointed by the President of India <

Holds office until the age of 65

Leads the proceedings in the Supreme Court
Presides over a bench of judges <

Highest judicial post in India

Presides over important legal matters

Exercises administrative control over the judiciary
Based on the recommendation of the collegium system

Consists of the CJI and four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court

Can be impeached for proven misconduct or incapacity

Determines the composition of benches for hearings
Assigns cases to other judges <
Ensures efficient and fair distribution of workload

Coordinates with the President and the Prime Minister on judicial matters <

Establishes legal precedents
Contributes to the evolution of legal principles

Safeguards fundamental rights and constitutional values

Maintains judicial independence
Represents the judiciary in the relationship with the executive and legislative
branches
Delivers judgments on important cases <
. - . Plays a crucial role in the development and interpretation of law Upholds the Constitution of India <
Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Interprets laws and resolves legal disputes <

Symbolizes the rule of law and the independence of the judiciary
Represents the highest authority in the judicial system
Significance of the Chief Justice of India Guards the Constitution and protects the rights of the citizens

Shapes the direction of the Indian legal system

Influences the judicial reforms and policies
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Ensures justice and equality for all citizens

Decides the constitutionality of laws

Sets legal standards and guidelines

Participates in the appointment of judges

Advises on legal and constitutional issues
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Resolving disputes between companies from different countries
} International commercial arbitration

Governed by international arbitration laws and treaties

Adherence to established rules and guidelines : . : . . .
} Arbitration rules and procedures Role in resolving international commercial disputes

Selection of applicable law and procedural rules Independent institution for settling international disputes

Introduction Definition and purpose of International Arbitration Centre <

Recognition and enforcement in different jurisdictions Promotes alternative dispute resolution

} Enforcing arbitral awards internationally
New York Convention facilitates enforcement

Providing administrative support and facilities

Facilitation of arbitration proceedings <

Encourages foreign investment and trade Appointment of arbitrators

Functions of International Arbitration Centre . . .
4 . - Does not provide legal advice or representation
International Arbitration Centre Enforcement of arbiral awards <

} Promoting stability and predictability

Guarantees legal certainty and enforcement mechanisms

Provides a reliable and efficient mechanism
} Cross-border dispute resolution
Enhances business confidence and certainty

Ensures compliance with awards
Contribution to global business and investment

Setting precedents and shaping legal principles _ _ o Ensures fair and unbiased decisions
Neutrality and impartiality

> Developing international arbitration jurisprudence . )
Different from national court systems

Influencing future arbitrations and legal practice

Keeps disputes confidential and private
Confidentiality and privacy <
Protects sensitive business information

Allows parties to tailor procedures to their needs
Flexibility and efficiency <
Saves time and costs compared to traditional litigation

Advantages of International Arbitration Centre
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Developed in South India
Ancient architectural tradition Predominant in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh

Flourished between 7th and 17th centuries

Overview of Dravidian architecture

Elaborate and ornate

Use of intricate carvings and sculptures

Chola architecture in Southeast Asia Key features of Dravidian architecture

Towering and pyramidal structures

> Influence on other architectural styles

Vijayanagara architecture in South India . o
Incorporation of vastu principles

UNESCO World Heritage Sites

> Preservation and restoration efforts Influence and legacy of Dravidian architecture Dravidian style of Architecture

Conservation and maintenance of temples

Religious pilgrimage sites
> Cultural significance and tourism
Tourist attraction and appreciation of Indian heritage

Temples as religious and cultural centers
Introduction of temples {
Focus on deities and worship rituals

Layout and arrangement of temples

Temple structures Gopuram (entrance tower)
Temples in Dravidian Style Main architectural elements of temples Mandapa (hall)
Inner sanctum
Brihadeeswarar Temple, Tanjore
Famous Dravidian temples Meenakshi Amman Temple, Madurai

Srirangam Temple, Trichy
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Located in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India

Considered one of the oldest and largest temples in the city
Constructed in the 11th century <
Architectural masterpiece

Ancient Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Shiva

Place of worship and pilgrimage for devotees of Lord Shiva
Exemplifies the rich cultural heritage of Odisha Significance and purpose of the temple <
Symbolizes the religious and cultural heritage of Odisha

Showcases the craftsmanship and skills of ancient artists and sculptors Cultural significance

Contiguous to Bindusagar Lake, considered sacred by devotees
Characterized by its magnificent spire and stone carvings

= = Built in the Kalinga style of architecture
Llngaraj Temple A Intricate sculptures depict various Hindu deities and mythical creatures

Sanctum houses a lingam, representing Lord Shiva

Popular tourist attraction and pilgrimage site

Visitors can witness the architectural grandeur and spiritual ambiance Main sanctum and other shrines within the temple complex

Tourism and visitor experience Other deities worshipped include Parvati, Ganesha, Kartikeya, and others

Local guides provide insights into the history and legends associated with the temple

Surrounding market offers traditional handicrafts and local cuisine

Daily rituals performed by temple priests Include offering prayers, ablutions, and aarti (ceremonial worship)

Rituals and festivals Maha Shivaratri - dedicated to Lord Shiva, attracts thousands of devotees

Major festivals celebrated at Lingaraj Temple <
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Rukuna Rath Yatra - the annual chariot festival, draws large crowds



The Vesara style combines elements of both the Nagara and Dravidian architectural
styles.

The style spread to other parts of India, such as
Rajasthan and Gujarat, and influenced the architecture
of neighboring countries like Nepal and Bangladesh.

Over time, regional variations of Nagara architecture
emerged, resulting in different sub-styles such as the
Vesara style in South India.

Despite regional variations, Nagara architecture

remains an important and enduring architectural style
in India.
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Nagara architecture, also known as Nagara style, is a
style of architecture that originated in North India.

The architectural style reached its peak during the
Nagara architecture Gupta period (4th-6th century CE) and the post-Gupta
period.

Nagara architecture is closely associated with the
Hindu religion and is typically found in temples
dedicated to Hindu deities.
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It is characterized by the use of a square grid layout and a central focus on a temple
or shrine.

Nagara architecture is known for its intricate carvings and ornate decorations.

The layout typically consists of a main shrine surrounded by smaller shrines, halls,
and courtyards.

The main shrine is often a tall tower-like structure called a shikhara, which represents
a mountain peak.
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Satvahana dynasty's earliest ruling period
Origin and rise of the Satvahana dynasty <

Expansion and consolidation of the dynasty

Governance and territorial divisions

Political structure and administration under the Satvahana rulers <
_ Administrative officials and their roles
Introduction to Satvahana rulers
Religious patronage and support
Socio-cultural developments under the Satvahana rulers <
Architecture and art during their reign

Agricultural advancements and land management
Satva ha na TU|e rs Economic prosperity and trade during the Satvahana rule <

Maritime trade and connectivity

Successor rulers and their contributions

Legacy and decline of the Satvahana dynasty

Factors leading to the decline of the dynasty
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Held in Stockholm, Sweden

Attended by representatives from 113 countries, as well as intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations

Aimed to address global environmental issues

Discussed various environmental issues such as pollution, resource depletion, and

Focused on two main themes: human environmental problems and technical and { wildlife conservation
entif i
Established in 1972 as the first United Nations " Highlighted the interdependence of human well-being and the environment
onrterence on e Nnuman Environmen opted by the conference participants as a non-binding statement of principles for
Conf the H Envi t Adopted by the conf ticipant binding statement of principles f

. | hi
Resulted in the Stockholm Declaration environmental stewardship

Emphasized the need for environmental protection and sustainable development

Created as a result of the conference to coordinate environmental activities within the

’ . . . United Nations system
Established the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Provided a platform for international cooperation on environmental issues

Stockholm conference

Served as a significant milestone in the global Raised awareness about environmental issues on an international scale
environmental movement Paved the way for future international environmental conferences and agreements

Signaled the recognition of the importance of

environmental protection in sustainable development
and human well-being
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The establishment of the United Nations
Enhancing the role of United Nations agencies

Background and history

> Strengthening global environmental governance Growing environmental concerns

Facilitating collaboration between nations The need for a global conference on the environment <

Lack of international coordination

Addressing global environmental issues
Objectlves of the conference Balancing environmental protection and economic growth
Promoting sustainable development {

Ensuring social equity and inclusion

International cooperation and partnerships

Mobilizing resources for environmental projects

} Public-private partnerships for sustainable development
Encouraging corporate responsibility and innovation

Establishing indicators and benchmarks

United Nations Conference on the
Implementation and follow-up Environment

} Monitoring progress and assessing outcomes
Reviewing national action plans regularly

Supporting developing countries in implementation

Mitigation strategies and targets

> Capacity building and technology transfer

Promoting the sharing of environmentally friendly technologies Climate change and greenhouse gas emissions <

Adaptation and resilience-building measures

Preserving habitats and wildlife

Committing to continued collaboration and action Biodiversity conservation and ecosystem management <

Enhancing biodiversity education and awareness

Conclusion and future prospects

Business and industry

} Incorporating environmental considerations in all sectors Promoting organic farming practices

Key topics and discussions Sustainable agriculture and food security <

Education and awareness campaigns

Ensuring access to nutritious food for all

Implementing efficient water-use practices
Water resource management and pollution control <
Preventing water pollution and contamination

Reduce, reuse, and recycle initiatives

Waste management and recycling <
Proper disposal of hazardous waste
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Recognizes the intrinsic link between a healthy environment and human well-being

Promotes the rights of wulnerable groups and marginalized communities in
environmental decision-making

Supports developing countries in strengthening their environmental institutions and
capabilities

Facilitates access to knowledge, expertise, and technologies for sustainable
development

Responds to new issues and trends in a rapidly changing world

Promotes innovation and collaboration to address emerging environmental threats

Advocates for environmental rights and social justice

Facilitates capacity-building and technology transfer

Continues to evolve and adapt to emerging

environmental challenges

United Nations Environment Programme

UPSC Gold Prelims Portal

Established in 1972 at the United Nations Conference

on the Human Environment in Stockholm

Guided by the principles of integrity, transparency,
accountability, and inclusiveness

(UNEP)

Focuses on a range of thematic areas and priority
issues

Collaborates with a wide range of partners and
stakeholders
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The leading global environmental authority within the United Nations system ) ) ) .
Coordinates and catalyzes environmental action and supports member states in
implementing environmental policies

Aims to provide leadership and encourage partnerships in caring for the environment

Engages with governments, civil society, businesses, and other stakeholders

Upholding the values of fairness, respect, and collaboration < . o .
Seeks to foster cooperation and holistic approaches to address environmental

challenges

Emphasizes the importance of science-based decision-making and the

Conducts research, assessments, and analysis to inform policy-making
precautionary principle <

Promotes the use of scientific knowledge and expertise in environmental
management

Works to conserve and sustainably manage ecosystems, species, and genetic

o diversity
Biodiversity and ecosystems

Coordinates efforts to combat illegal wildlife trade and protect endangered species

Advances global efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change
Climate change <

Supports countries in implementing the Paris Agreement and transitioning to low-
carbon development pathways

Promotes the environmentally sound management of chemicals and waste
Chemicals and waste <

Assists countries in developing and implementing strategies for safe chemical use
and waste reduction

Encourages the sustainable use and management of natural resources
Resource efficiency <
Promotes circular economy principles and green economy approaches
Strengthens institutional and legal frameworks for environmental management
Environmental governance <
Supports capacity-building and knowledge sharing on environmental governance

Addresses environmental aspects of disasters and conflicts
Disasters and conflicts
< Assists in building resilience and promoting sustainable recovery in crisis-affected

areas

Works closely with other United Nations agencies, international organizations, and
regional bodies

Engages with civil society, including non-governmental organizations and grassroots
movements

Cooperates with the private sector and encourages corporate environmental
responsibility

Works towards sustainable development by promoting sound environmental practices



The treaty aims to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere.

Parties to the convention meet annually to negotiate and implement measures to

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an It was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit. addross ciimate change.

international environmental treaty.

The ultimate objective is to prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the
climate system.

This includes discussions on emission reduction targets, financing mechanisms, and

technology transfer. Parties continue to negotiate and update the framework for international climate Ongoing Negotia tions
The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015 under the UNFCCC, sets a global framework action. They set their own targets and implement measures to achieve them.

for climate action beyond 2020. . . . Developed countries provide financial and technological support to developin
United Nations Framework Convention on Mitigation Parties commit to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. countriﬁs_ b ° PP Pne
Climate Change (UNFCCC - inding emissi

It provides a platform for countries to collaborate and take action on mitigation, g ( ) -rrehgu}é%lg:]ot;roet?sc%r Z:/%?(l) ”;Ztré’gi?:iggder the UNFCCC, sets binding emissions
adaptation, technology transfer, finance, and transparency. > The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is a key W h ° ° '

; ‘o - ; international agreement to address climate change. This includes building resilience to climate change and reducing wulnerability.
Through ongoing negotiations, parties aim to enhance global efforts to combat 9 9 Adaptation Parties develop and implement adaptation strategies to address the impacts of 9 9 g Y
climate change and protect the planet for future generations. P climate change. Adaptation actions aim to protect ecosystems, communities, and economies from the

adverse effects of climate change.

This helps developing countries reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to

Developed countries support the transfer of environmentally friendly technologies to climate change.

deeloping countries. Capacity building initiatives enhance the capabilities of developing countries to
address climate change effectively.

Technology Transfer and Capacity Building

. - . ) i This includes funding for mitigation and adaptation measures.
Developed countries provide financial resources to developing countries to support

climate change actions. The Green Climate Fund, established under the UNFCCC, mobilizes climate finance
for developing countries.

Finance

) . o ) This promotes transparency and allows for the assessment of progress made.
Parties report on their greenhouse gas emissions and actions taken to address

climate change. The UNFCCC's compliance mechanism ensures parties meet their obligations under
the convention.

Transparency and Accountability



Kalinga Architecture refers to the architectural style prevalent in the Kalinga region of
ancient India.

Definition

It is known for its unique and distinctive features.

Kalinga Architecture was influenced by various ancient Indian architectural styles.
1. Influences

It also incorporated elements from East Asian architectural traditions.

The primary materials used in Kalinga Architecture were stone, bricks, and wood.

2. Materials used . . : )
Stone and brick were extensively used in the construction of temples and other

structures.

Kalinga Architecture ~ Kalinga Architecture is particularly famous for its temple architecture.

- 3. Temple Architecture ——= Temples were built with intricate carvings and sculptures, displaying exceptional
craftsmanship.

\

The temples had elaborate entrance gates and multiple chambers.

Kalinga Architecture placed great emphasis on the design and layout of temples

dedicated to various deities.
4. Deity-centric design

The temples were designed to accommodate the rituals and worship practices
associated with the specific deity.

Kalinga Architecture featured rich ornamentation and decorative elements.

4 5. Ornamentation ) ) . .
L 4 Intricate carvings of gods, goddesses, mythical creatures, and floral motifs adorned

the temples and other structures.

Kalinga Architecture employed various structural elements like pillars, beams, and
1 domes.
6. Structural elements
These elements not only provided stability but also added to the aesthetic appeal of
the structures.

Kalinga Architecture incorporated water management systems such as tanks and

reservoirs.
7. Water management

These systems served multiple purposes, including water storage and irrigation.

Efforts have been made to preserve and restore the remaining Kalinga Architecture

. structures.
8. Preservation

The architectural style continues to influence modern-day architecture in the region.

Kalinga Architecture is an important part of the cultural heritage of the Kalinga

o region.
9. Cultural significance

It reflects the artistic and architectural achievements of ancient India.
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Initiated in 1959
Background of the ATS Established to govern activities in Antarctica
Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty Consists of the Antarctic Treaty and its related agreements

Established in 1991 Environmental protection under the ATS

Sets forth provisions for preserving the Antarctic environment Signed on December 1, 1959

Antarctic Treaty Signed by 12 countries initially

Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings (ATCMs) Now has 54 Parties

Committee for Environmental Protection (CEP) Institutional framework of the ATS

Preserve Antarctica for peaceful purposes and scientific research

Antarctic Treaty SyStem (ATS) Objectives of the ATS Prohibit military activities, nuclear testing, and disposal of radioactive waste

Facilitate international scientific cooperation

Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR)

Promoted scientific research and knowledge about Antarctica

Achievements of the ATS

Maintained peace and stability in the region
Protected the Antarctic environment Bans military activities and fortifications

Key provisions of the Antarctic Treaty Demilitarizes Antarctica
Climate change and its impact on Antarctica Prohibits nuclear testing and the disposal of radioactive waste

Expanding human activities and tourism Challenges and future prospects of the ATS

Strengthening conservation efforts and international cooperation Meetings of Parties and Consultative Meetings

Measures to ensure compliance with the treaty Inspection and verification procedures

Exchange of information and data
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The coldest, driest, and windiest continent

Antarctica holds about 90% of the world's ice

The Antarctic Treaty System establishes rules for scientific research

Mostly covered in ice and snow Ice sheets and glaciers dominate the landscape The Antarctic ice sheet is over 4 kilometers thick in some areas

Climate and Geography

} International agreements regulate human activities
Countries must cooperate and protect the environment Glaciers constantly move and shape the land

Scientists explore climate change, ecosystems, and geology

Average winter temperatures range from -40°C to -70°C
Extremely low temperatures <

McMurdo Station is the largest center of scientific research Some of the lowest temperatures ever recorded on Earth are in Antarctica

Neumayer-Station Ill is a German Antarctic research station Remote and challenging conditions require self-sustaining facilities Research stations study various aspects of Antarctica

Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station is located at the Geographic South Pole Human Presence and Exploratlon Anta I'Ctlca Emperor penguins can withstand the harshest conditions
Visitors have limited access to protect the fragile ecosystem _ _ o _ _ \ Penguins are the most iconic and abundant animals Adélie penguins are skilled swimmers and divers
Antarctic tourism allows people to visit and experience the continent
Activities include wildlife observation and ice exploration Gentoo penguins have a distinguishable orange beak
Roald Amundsen and Robert Falcon Scott raced to the South Pole in 1911-1912 Weddell seals are known for their diving ability
Ernest Shackleton's ill-fated Endurance expedition captured international attention Exploration history shaped by famous expeditions Peculiar ecosystem with unique species Seals and whales inhabit the surrounding seas Crabeater seals feed on krill
Modern explorers continue to push boundaries and conquer challenges Different species of whales migrate to Antarctic waters

Wandering albatross has the largest wingspan of any bird
Birds like albatrosses and petrels soar above the Southern Ocean Antarctic petrels rely on krill and small fish for food

Snow petrels are well-adapted to cold environments
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The Cold War was a period of political tension and military rivalry between the United
States and the Soviet Union

Definition and Overview It lasted from the end of World War 11 in 1945 until the early 1990s

The conflict was characterized by ideological differences and the fear of nuclear war
Development of nuclear weapons and intercontinental ballistic missiles

Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) doctrine Arms Race and Nuclear Threats Confrontation of two superpowers after World War I

Fear of nuclear war and doomsday scenarios Origins and Causes Differences in political systems and ideologies (capitalism vs. communism)

Competing for global influence and control

Influence on literature, films, and art

Spy novels and movies (James Bond, John le Carré) Cold War in Popular Culture Cold War

Cold War themes in music and TV shows (The Americans)

Berlin Blockade and Airlift (1948-1949)

Korean War (1950-1953)

Major Events and Conflicts Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)

Collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 Vietnam War (1955-1975)

Reunification of Germany

End of the Cold War Space Race (1955-1972)

The easing of tensions and signing of arms control treaties

NATO and Warsaw Pact
Strategies and Alliances Deterrence through nuclear weapons

Proxy wars and supporting allies
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Hindu College, Calcutta was established in 1817.

Many distinguished personalities have graduated from Hindu College, Calcutta. Background of Hindu College, Calcutta It was one of the oldest and prestigious educational institutions in India.

Notable Alumni of Hindu College, Calcutta

The college was founded by David Hare, a Scottish businessman.

Some notable alumni include Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda, and Subhas
Chandra Bose.

. : : Hindu College, Calcutta was located in Kolkata, West Bengal, India.
Hindu College, Calcutta played a significant role in the socio-cultural development of H Indu C0"ege, CaICUtta Location of Hindu College, Calcutta It was situated in the northern part of the city.

India.

It produced several influential leaders, scholars, and intellectuals.
The college offered undergraduate courses in various disciplines.

Impact and Legacy of Hindu College, Calcutta

The college contributed to the Indian independence movement.

i i It provided education in arts, sciences, and commerce.
Its alumni went on to make significant contributions in various fields. Academic Programs at Hindu College, Calcutta P
) ) ) ) o ) The curriculum included subjects like literature, mathematics, history, and
Hindu College, Calcutta left a lasting legacy in the history of education in India. economics.
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Founded by Mahavira, a contemporary of Buddha.

Originated in the 6th century BCE in India. <
Mahavira is considered the last of the 24 Tirthankaras (spiritual leaders) in Jainism.

Ahimsa (non-violence) is the highest moral principle.
Beliefs and principles <
Jainism emphasizes the soul's journey towards spiritual purity and liberation.

Ancient Indian religion that emphasizes non-violence

and spiritual liberation. Divided into two main categories: Shwetambara and Digambara.

Sacred texts

Anekantavada: Jainism's concept of non-absolutism or relativity. Agamas are the primary scriptures in Jainism. <

Contain teachings and accounts of the lives of Tirthankaras.

Jain philosophy

Syadvada: Jain theory of conditional or qualified knowledge.

Jains follow a strict vegetarian diet to practice non-violence.
Practices and rituals <

Jainism

They engage in fasting, meditation, and prayer as part of their spiritual practices.
Jainism has influenced Indian culture, philosophy, and art.

Jain temples and monuments are renowned for their intricate architecture. Contributions and impaCt Shwetambara sect allows the use of white clothing and believes in female ascetics
Jainism promotes environmental conservation and respect for all living beings. - Shwetambara and Digambara are the two main sects in Jainism. — ¢ bel in nucity and d ¢ allow femal y

igambara sect believes in nudity and does not allow female ascetics.
Divisic

Other minor sects exist, such as Sthanakvasi and Terapanthi.
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Rishabhnatha
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Rishabhnatha, also known as Adinatha, was the first

Jain Tirthankara.

He is believed to have lived millions of years ago.

Jainism is an ancient Indian religion.
Rishabhnatha is considered the founder of Jainism. <
It follows the teachings of the 24 Tirthankaras.

Rishabhnatha is revered as a spiritual leader by Jains.
Rishabhnatha is often depicted in art and literature.

Rishabhnatha practiced rigorous penance and meditation.
He is known for his asceticism and self-discipline. <
He renounced worldly possessions and desires.

Rishabhnatha's teachings focus on non-violence and self-control.

Rishabhnatha taught the principles of Ahimsa, non-violence towards all beings.
He emphasized the importance of truth and compassion. <
He encouraged his followers to practice austerity and simplicity.

Rishabhnatha's life serves as a guiding example for Jains.

Rishabhnatha's teachings resonate with people seeking inner peace.
He is an inspiration for those seeking spiritual enlightenment. <
His teachings promote harmony and respect for all life forms.

Rishabhnatha's legacy continues to thrive in Jainism today.

Rishabhnatha's teachings are passed down through scriptures and oral traditions.
He is remembered and venerated for his spiritual wisdom. <
His life story is celebrated in various Jain festivals and rituals.

His teachings continue to shape the beliefs and practices of Jains.

Rishabhnatha's impact on Jainism is profound and enduring.
P P g < Rishabhnatha's message of non-violence and compassion remains relevant in today's

world.
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Brahmins: priests and scholars, highest varna
Divided society into four main varnas: Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, Shudras <

Ancient social stratification system in India based on

Kshatriyas: warriors and rulers, second highest varna

occupation and inherited status Vaishyas: merchants and farmers, third varna

Varna system Shudras: laborers and servants, lowest varna Each varna had specific duties, rights, and privileges

Varna system influenced all aspects of life, including Brahmins had the highest social status and were often the custodians of religious
marriage, occupation, and social interaction rituals and knowledge
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Varna system gradually became hereditary, with limited

Inter-caste marriage or loss of caste was seen as a major social taboo Birth determined one's varna and occupation

mobility between varnas

Though officially abolished in modern India, remnants
of the varna system still persist in some communities

Affirmative action programs attempt to address historical inequalities caused by the

Discrimination and prejudice based on caste are still present in society
varna system.




Alvars
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Divine worshippers of South India

— 0 - Y

Devotion to deities
Bhakti movement {
Emotional and personal connection with gods

Emerged in 6th-7th century
.l < Vaishnava tradition

Developed in Tamil Nadu {
Shaiva tradition

Composed songs in Tamil
Nammalvar {
Praised Vishnu

Devotion to Krishna
Periyalvar <

Known for emotional poetry

Karnataka Alvar
Akka Mahadevi {
Worshiped Shiva

Female Alvar
Andal <

Immersed in love for Lord Krishna

Composed devotional poetry
Contributions {
Spread the message of divine love

Played crucial role in Bhakti movement
Influence on society {
Inspired millions of devotees

Considered as incarnation of deities
Divinity of Alvars <
Revered as saints Followers seek their blessings

Alvar temples and shrines
Legacy < Vaikunta Ekadasi

Festivals dedicated to Alvars {
Andal Thirukalyanam

Efforts made by scholars and organizations
Revival and preservation <
Translation of Alvar's poetry

12 Alvars

Influence on Tamil poetry
Impact on literature and music <
Songs sung in Carnatic music concerts
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Vaishnavite saints

Composed by 12 Alvars <
Devoted to Lord Vishnu

Collection of Tamil hymns Periya Thirumozhi
Thiruppavai

During religious ceremonies .
Passages are sung and recited Divided into four parts
Thiruvay mozhi

To invoke spiritual devotion
Thirunedunthandakam

Revival of devotional worship

" > Inthe Bhaki movement Played a crucial role Nalayira Divyaprabandham
In South India Considered the Dravida Veda Highly revered by Vaishnavites

Of Tamil literature : _
} Considered a treasure Nalayira Divyaprabandham Explores concepts of devotion
Into Vaishnavite theology <

In the realm of devotion.
Emphasizes the glory of Lord Vishnu

Provides philosophical insights
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Associated with Lord Vishnu's avatars

Contains stories and events
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Well-known commercial banks include JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America, and

" P Commercial banks are financial institutions that accept deposits from individuals and
Citigroup. Definition businesses and provide various financial services.

Commercial banks operate globally and serve customers across different sectors and
industries.

Commercial banks provide a safe place for individuals and businesses to deposit
their money.
1. Accepting deposits y

Commercial banks face risks such as credit risk, interest rate risk, and liquidity risk. They offer various types of accounts to meet the needs of different customers
} 1. Risk management '

Effective risk management is essential to protect the bank's financial stability. Commercial banks lend money to individuals and businesses in the form of loans.

C ial banks need to k ith technological ad ts to provid 2. Lending money
cgr:?/emrﬁ;ﬂ?angns;z?s ba%kiizpsg:\nyges echnological advancements fo provide They assess the creditworthiness of borrowers and set interest rates accordingly.
. — . . > 2. Technological advancements Challenges Commercial banks have the power to create new money through the process of
They invest in digital banking platforms and cybersecurity measures. ; ;
3. Creating mon credit creation.
Commercial banks need to stay updated with changing regulations and ensure h - reaing money . .
compliance to avoid penalties and reputational damage When they make loans, they increase the money supply in the economy.
: . . . > 3. Regulatory compliance Co ercial Banks Commercial banks facilitate the transfer of funds through various payment methods,
Comlpli_ance departments play a vital role in ensuring adherence to laws and such as checks, debit cards, and online banking.
regulations.

4. Providing payment services
They ensure the smooth flow of transactions within the financial system.

Commercial banks are expected to continue evolving with advancements in

technology and changing customer preferences. Commercial banks are regulated by banking authorities to maintain stability and

protect the interests of depositors.

Future prospects

Digital banking, artificial inteligence, and automation are likely to reshape the

N : Regulation
banking industry in the future.

Regulations include capital requirements, reserve ratios, and compliance with anti-
money laundering and customer protection laws.

Commercial banks are essential pillars of the financial system, providing vital

services to individuals, businesses, and the economy as a whole. Commercial banks play a crucial role in the economy by mobilizing savings and

channeling funds to productive sectors.
Their functions, regulation, role in the economy, examples, challenges, and future 9 P

prospects highlight their significance in modern society.

Role in the economy

They contribute to economic growth by financing investments and facilitating the
efficient allocation of resources.
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Limited financial resources compared to larger commercial banks. Definition

Financial institutions owned and operated by their customers.

Their main objective is to serve the financial needs of their members.
Potential conflicts between the interests of members and the financial stability of the
bank.

Challenges faced

Competition from other banks and financial institutions. Emerged in the 19th century as a response to the shortcomings of traditional banks.

Origins and history

First cooperative bank was established in Germany in 1852.

Cooperative banks exist in many countries worldwide.
The International Cooperative Banking Association (ICBA) promotes cooperation > Global presence

among cooperative banks globally.

Owned and controlled by their members, who have equal voting rights.

Structure and governance Operate under the principles of self-help, self-responsibility, and democracy.

= Members elect a board of directors to manage the bank's operations.
o Cooperative banks ° °
Raiffeisen Bank (Germany).

Crédit Agricole (France). Examples of cooperative banks Accept deposits from members and offer savings accounts with competitive interest

Co-operative Bank (United Kingdom). rates.
Services provided Provide loans and credit to members for various purposes.
Cooperative banks are expected to continue playing a crucial role in inclusive and Offer a wide range of banking services, such as ATM access, online banking, and
sustainable finance. insurance.

Embracing technology and digitalization to enhance services and reach a broader
customer base.

Future outlook

Local focus and community-oriented approach.

Collaborating with other cooperative institutions to foster economic development and

: Advantages of cooperative banks Strong customer service and personalized attention.
social progress.

Members have a say in decision-making and profit-sharing.
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DICGC is a subsidiary of the Reserve Bank of India
Definition It was established under the DICGC Act of 1961

Primary objective is to provide deposit insurance and promote stability in the banking
system

DICGC offers insurance on deposits held by individuals and entities in banks

Insurance coverage is limited to a maximum of INR 5 lakh per depositor per bank
Deposit Insurance

Includes all types of deposits such as savings, current, recurring, and fixed deposits

Insurance coverage extends to both principal and interest

DICGC also provides credit guarantee to facilitate lending to small borrowers

Offers guarantee on loans and advances granted by banks to eligible borrowers
Credit Guarantee

Aim is to promote credit flow and support the growth of small businesses

DICGC covers up to 75% of the defaulted portion of the credit facility

DICGC regulates and supervises member banks to ensure compliance with deposit
insurance guidelines

Conducts inspections and audits to monitor the financial health of banks

Deposit insurance and credit guarantee ] Regulatory role
] Introduction \
Corporatlon (DICGC) Role and Functions

Resolution role In case of a bank's failure, DICGC takes over the bank's assets and liabilities

/:— DICGC plays a key role in the resolution of failed banks

Pays the insured depositors up to the maximum coverage limit
Ensures the safety and confidence of depositors in the banking system
Benefits —{ Provides a safety net against bank failures and unforeseen events
Promotes financial stability by preventing runs on banks
Benefits and Limitations o . ) )
Coverage limit of INR 5 lakh may not be sufficient for high-value depositors
. Excludes certain types of accounts such as inter-bank deposits and deposits of
Limitations .
foreign governments
Does not cover losses due to fraud, willful default, or negligence of depositors
DICGC plays a crucial role in safeguarding depositors' interests and maintaining

stability in the banking sector
Conclusion
Its deposit insurance and credit guarantee functions provide a safety net for

individuals and small borrowers.



