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Definition The funds are managed by professionals

A pooled investment vehicle where multiple investors contribute funds

Investors benefit from diversification and economies of scale

Regulated by financial authorities to protect investors Open-ended structure allowing investors to buy/sell units at prevailing net asset value

Require disclosure of information to investors Regulations and Oversight Professional management by a fund manager

Regular audits and reporting to ensure compliance and transparency Diversification across various asset classes and investment strategies

CO"eCtive Investment Scheme Potential for higher returns due to economies of scale

Professional management and expertise

Diversification across multiple investments

. Investors pool money to invest in a portfolio of securities
Benefits for Investors Mutual Funds {

Access to various asset classes and strategies Offered to public and managed by investment companies

Liquidity through buying/selling units Traded on stock exchanges like regular stocks

Exchange-Traded Funds (ETFs) <

Provide exposure to a specific index or sector

Fixed portfolio of securities
Unit Investment Trusts (UITs) <
No active management by a fund manager

Types of Collective Investment Schemes

Targeted at high-net-worth individuals and institutional investors
Hedge Funds {
Can employ various investment strategies, including leverage and derivatives

Invest in real estate properties
Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) <

R||academy - Indla,s MOSt POpUIar UPSC—CSE Portal Income generated from rental or sale of properties
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SEBI plays a crucial role in ensuring the fair and transparent functioning of the
securities market in India. It protects investors, promotes market development, and
regulates market participants to maintain market integrity.

SEBI is the regulatory body for the securities market in India

Introduction

Introduction of electronic trading and dematerialization of securities It was established in 1988

Implementation of corporate governance reforms

. . i i i ities
Introduction of investor protection measures, such as the Investor Protection Fund To protect the interests of investors in securiti

Initiatives by SEBI

To promote the development of the securities market

Promotion of transparency and disclosure in the securities market Obj ectives

. ' . " its in diaries
Regular review and update of regulations to adapt to changing market dynamics To regulate the securities market and its intermediari

Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

To prevent fraudulent and unfair trade practices

SEBI monitors and investigates market manipulations and insider trading

Registration and regulation of stockbrokers, sub-brokers, and other market

It conducts inspections and audits of market participants Market Surveillance intermediaries

SEBI has the power to impose penalties and take legal actions against violations Registering and regulating securities issuers, such as companies and mutual funds
Monitoring and regulating stock exchanges and other securities markets

SEBI derives its powers from the Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992 N .
Promoting investor education and awareness

It works under the oversight of the Ministry of Finance Regulatory Framework

SEBI has the authority to make regulations and guidelines for the securities market R | IaCademy B I n d Ia|S M OSt PO p u I ar U PSC_CSE PO rtal

Enforcing securities laws and regulations
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The Indian soldiers at Rezang La faced a numerically superior Chinese force.

They were heavily outnumbered but displayed great courage and determination.

The Indian soldiers held their positions and fought valiantly against the Chinese

onslaught.
Brave defense
They fired at close range, inflicting heavy casualties on the PLA.

Despite being greatly outnumbered, the Indian soldiers fought till the last man.

Battle details

} Sacrifices and heroism
They refused to retreat or surrender, showcasing their bravery and dedication.

The battle resulted in heavy casualties for both sides.
. . ) ) } Final outcome
However, the Indian soldiers managed to repel the Chinese attack and held their

ground.

The Battle of Rezang La was a major engagement during the Indo-China War of
1962.

It took place on November 18, 1962, near the Rezang La pass in the Chushul sector
of Ladakh, India.

The Battle of Rezang La highlighted the valor and sacrifice of the Indian soldiers. The Indian soldiers at Rezang La were part of the 13th Battalion of the Kumaon

Battle of Rezang La Regiment.

They were led by Major Shaitan Singh, who was awarded the Param Vir Chakra
posthumously.

It became a symbol of the Indian Army's resilience and determination.

The brave soldiers who fought at Rezang La were honored with gallantry awards.

} National recognition Significance of the battle
Major Shaitan Singh's bravery earned him the nation's highest military decoration.

The Battle of Rezang La continues to inspire generations of Indians. The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) launched a massive offensive in the
> Inspiration and remembrance

region.
It is remembered as a testament to the indomitable spirit of the Indian Army.

Chinese offensive

They intended to capture strategic locations and gain control over Ladakh.

The Battle of Rezang La serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by soldiers in
defending the nation.

It stands as a symbol of bravery and dedication, inspiring future gerﬁéa{iens.
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India's defeat led to reassessment of military and foreign policies

Growing tensions between China and India in the 1950s

Background

Strengthening of China-Pakistan relations

Aftermath and consequences Border disputes regarding Tibet and Aksai Chin

Increased militarization and tensions in the region

Long-lasting impact on India-China relations c fth Disagreements over the McMahon Line and border demarcation
H H auses o e war
San'Indlan War Of 1 962 China's concern over India's support to Tibet's Dalai Lama

Initial lack of preparedness and inadequate military infrastructure

Indian attempts to regain lost territory failed Indian res ponse and defeat China launched a surprise attack on Indian positions in October 1962

Indian forces suffered heavy casualties and territorial losses Chinese offensive Rapid advances by the Chinese forces

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Capture of strategic locations I he Himalayas
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Born as Siddhartha Gautama to a royal family in ancient India.

Started preaching his teachings, attracting followers who became monks and nuns.
Led a sheltered life in the palace, shielded from the realities of the outside world.

Early life and upbringing

Embarked on several journeys to spread his message and gained followers across
India and beyond.

Spread of Buddhism

Discontent with his life of luxury, ventured out of the palace and encountered human
suffering.

Established a monastic community known as the Sangha and encouraged them to
practice his teachings.

— Renounced his luxurious lifestyle at the age of 29.

Challenged the dominant social and religious practices of his time. ‘ _ Underwent a spiritual journey to seek answers to the nature of suffering and the

. . .
Emphasized equality, compassion, and non-violence in his teachings. Impact on society Gautam Buddha A \ EEGoloiliic
Meditated under a Bodhi tree for 49 days and attained enlightenment.

Buddhism spread and influenced various aspects of art, philosophy, and culture in
different regions.

Life is suffering.

Considered the founder of Buddhism and revered as the Supreme Buddha. The cause of suffering is desire.

. . . . . Taught the Four Noble Truths as the foundation of his teachings.
His teachings, known as the Dharma, form the foundation of Buddhist philosophy and The cessation of suffering is attainable.

practice.

Four Noble Truths and Eightfold Path The path to cessation of suffering is the Eightfold Path.

Right understanding, thought, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and
concentration.

Continues to inspire millions of people to seek clarity, peace, and enlightenment in
their lives. Introduced the Eightfold Path as a guide to ethical conduct and mental discipline.

Rilacadémy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal




The horse was strong, fast, and fearless, making it the perfect companion for Prince

Siddhartha.
Kanthaka was a magnificent white horse with exceptional qualities. < I

Kanthaka was highly regarded by the people of the kingdom.

Kanthaka was the horse of Prince Siddhartha Gautama, who later became the The horse played a significant role in Prince Siddhartha's journey towards becoming
Buddha. the Buddha.
As a young prince, Channa accompanied Prince Siddhartha in all his travels Kanthaka carried Prince Siddhartha across the palace walls, marking the beginning This event symbolized his renunciation of worldly desires and his commitment to
| . Channa was deeply devoted to Prince Siddhartha and served him faithfully. Prince Siddhartha rode Kanthaka when he decided to leave the palace to search for of his spiritual quest. seeking the truth.
Channa was witness to Prince Siddhartha's encounters with suffering and his enlightenment.
growing discontentment with the palace life.

Kanthaka remained loyal and devoted to Prince Siddhartha throughout his journey. The horse supported him during challenging times and acted as a source of

inspiration.
He witnessed Prince Siddhartha's intense practices and persevering efforts towards . : . . . .
enlightenment. When Prince Siddhartha decided to renounce his luxurious life, Channa followed him Channa was Prince Siddhartha's loyal charioteer and aftendant during his fme as & Kanthaka, Alara Kalama and Channa Chring bis inoree apitual practioes, oo o Frines Siadaring
Channa remained by Prince Siddhartha's side throughout his spiritual journey. N b (ie f arina decide to Z Iou (I:e s ’ prince. ’ during his intense spiritual practices.
Channa provided assistance and guidance during challenging times, offering his as a symbol of unwavering support and loyalty. B
unwavering support.
. . . . . . . . Alara Kalama was a highly respected guru known for his profound knowledge and Prince Siddhartha was attracted to Alara Kalama's teachings and sought his
Channa's presence symbolizes the importance of trusted companionship and support Channa remained with Prince Siddhartha even after he became the Buddha, meditative abilities. guidance.
in one's spiritual journey. becoming an important figure in the early Buddhist sangha.
Prince Siddhartha reached the highest level of meditative absorption, known as the This achievement deepened his understanding of consciousness and its
Alara Kalama was one of the first spiritual teachers Prince Siddhartha encountered Under the tutelage of Alara Kalama, Prince Siddhartha mastered the various levels of realm of nothingness. Impermanence.
in his quest for enlightenment. meditative absorption.

Despite this advancement, Prince Siddhartha realized that this level of attainment did
not lead to liberation from suffering.

Prince Siddhartha decided to leave Alara Kalama and continue his spiritual journey,
a ~ as he still sought enlightenment and the end of suffering.
AT
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Popular tourist destination Located in the Bay of Bengal

Pristine beaches and watersports activities Consists of 572 islands

Location and geography

Historical sites and landmarks Largest island is Andaman Island

Ecotourism opportunities Separated by the Ten Degree Channel from Nicobar Islands

Limited infrastructure and connectivity Human habitation since the Paleolithic era

Growth in tourism and related industries . Colonized by the British in the 18th century
Development and infrastructure

Infrastructure projects for better connectivity Used as a penal colony for Indian freedom fighters

Balancing development with environmental protection Witnessed Japanese occupation during World War 11

Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Mainly dependent on tourism, agriculture, and fisheries Home to numerous rare and endemic species

Export of coconuts, palm oil, and seafood Rich coral reefs and marine life

Biodiversity and conservation

Economy and trade

Potential for growth in renewable energy sector Protected under various national parks and wildlife sanctuaries

Promoting sustainable and inclusive economic development Efforts towards sustainable tourism and conservation

Vulnerable to climate change and natural disasters Inhabited by various indigenous tribes

Balancing development and environmental conservation Jarawa, Sentinelese, Onge, and others

Indigenous tribes

Challenges and future prospects

Preserving indigenous culture and rights High level of cultural diversity

Opportunities for sustainable development and responsible tourism R | |aca d e my - I n d | a.S M 0S t P 0 p u I ar U P S C - C S E P or tal Government policies to protect and preserve their rights
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They have a strong sense of community and social cohesion
Traditional knowledge and skills are passed down through generations

Despite the challenges, they strive to maintain their way of life and protect their
ancestral lands.

The Shompen and Nicobarese tribal peoples continue

to adapt and preserve their rich cultural heritage

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Shompen and Nicobarese tribal peoples

Shompen tribe is an indigenous group in the Nicobar

Islands

Efforts have been made to preserve and revive the
indigenous cultures

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

They have a hunter-gatherer lifestyle
They inhabit the southern part of Great Nicobar Island <
The tribe is known for their distinct language and culture
They are the largest indigenous group in the region
The Nicobarese tribal people also live in the Nicobar Islands <
The tribe consists of various subgroups with their own customs and languages
They rely on the forests and sea for their livelihood
Both tribes have a close connection with nature Hunting, fishing, and gathering are essential activities for sustenance
They have a deep knowledge of the local ecosystems
Colonialism and forced assimilation have disrupted their traditional way of life

The Shompen and Nicobarese tribes have faced challenges <
Natural disasters, such as the 2004 tsunami, have also affected their communities

Government initiatives aim to protect their land and rights

Cultural programs and festivals celebrate their heritage

Education programs promote the local languages and traditional practices Bilingual education is encouraged to maintain their unique identities

Collaboration between the tribal communities and researchers support cultural
documentation and conservation efforts
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Helps individuals connect with their inner selves
Emphasizes self-discovery and self-improvement <
Encourages exploring one's thoughts and emotions

Focuses on being present in the moment
Teaches meditation and mindfulness techniques <

Promotes calmness and clarity of mind <

Emphasizes moral values and ethical behavior
Guides individuals towards leading a virtuous life <

Encourages compassion and kindness towards others <

A way to achieve inner peace and happiness Cultivates a sense of inner tranquility

Enhances mental well-being

Encourages individuals to set goals and aspirations

Focuses on overcoming limitations and obstacles Promotes harmony and understanding in relationships

> Emphasizes the importance of personal growth and development Offers guidance on leading a purposeful and

Promotes continuous learning and self-improvement meaningful life PaumaCharlyam Fosters a sense of community and social responsibility

Advocates for acts of kindness and service to others

> Inspires individuals to make a positive impact on the world e
Encourages individuals to contribute to the betterment of society Explores the concept of attachment and its impact

: . : : : : Encourages detachment and non-attachment
Provides insights into the nature of suffering and its Identifies desire as the root cause of suffering { g

causes Promotes contentment and gratitude

Emphasizes the pursuit of knowledge and wisdom

Discusses the importance of overcoming ignorance {

R| |academy \ I nd Ia,S M OSt Popu Iar U PSC—CSE Portal Guides individuals towards self-realization and enlightenment
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In Sanskrit
Written by Valmiki <
Composed in 500 BC

one of the two major Sanskrit epic texts of ancient India

A Hindu epic

Exiled from his kingdom
Prince of Ayodhya <
Spends 14 years in the forest

Focuses on his adventures and challenges

With his wife Sita and his loyal brother Lakshmana Sita gets kidnapped by the demon king Ravana Rama sets out on a quest to rescue her With the help of the monkey king Hanuman

Epic battle between Rama and Ravana Rama defeats Ravana and rescues Sita

Ra Mmayana Upholding Dharma

Rama symbolizes righteousness
Good triumphs over evil <
Ravana symbolizes euvil

Loyalty
Devotion

Teaches lessons of duty, honor, and rightEEEREEES Moral and ethical values emphasized Sacrifice

Forgiveness
Tells the story of Lord Rama g
Virtue

Lord Hanuman

Lord Shiva

Divine intervention and guidance Gods and goddesses play significant roles

Goddess Sita
Lord Vishnu

Folk traditions, dance, and music

Celebrated in various forms of art and literature {
Adaptations in different languages and cultures around the world

Provides insight into Hindu mythology
Inspires devotion and spirituﬁcontenef)létia] for millions ofI peo

lacademy - Iidia's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Great Nicobar Island is relatively less visited compared to other islands in the

archipelago.
. . o It is the southernmost island of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Offers opportunities for eco-tourism and adventure activities.
. - L . . Situated in the Bay of Bengal.
Tourists can explore the pristine beaches, go trekking in the rainforests, and indulge
in water sports.
The island also has a lighthouse and a national park. Covering an area of approximately 1,045 square kilometers.
It is the fourth largest island in the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago.

. . . Geography

Great Nicobar Island was severely affected by the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004. Dominated by dense tropical rainforest and mangrove swamps.

The tsunami caused widespread damage to the infrastructure and displaced many Sandy beaches and rocky cliffs can be found along the coastline.

residents. Tsunami Impact Great Nicobar Island

Efforts have been made for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the island. )
Home to a diverse range of flora and fauna.

The disaster raised global awareness about the wlnerability of coastal areas. . ) o o
Biodiversity The island is known for its rich marine life and coral reefs.
Endangered species like the Nicobar megapode and Nicobar tree shrew can be
Conservation efforts are being undertaken to protect the unique biodiversity of the found here.
island.
Various initiatives are focused on preserving the coral reefs and rainforest o ) ) ) ] .
ecosystems. : The indigenous tribes of the island include the Nicobarese and Shompen tribes.
Conservation i _ _
Strict regulations are in place to restrict human activities that may harm the Indigenous People They have a unique culture and lifestyle.
environment. Traditional practices such as hunting and fishing are still important to their livelihoods.

The island is also a part of the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve. R“academy N |nd|a'5 MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE POI’ta|




|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Females lay around 80-100 eggs in a nest

Nests are built above the high tide line Reproduction: Largest species of sea turtles

Gender determined by temperature during incubation Appearance: Unique leathery shell

No scales, instead, have a streamlined body covered in thick skin

Habitat loss due to coastal development
Found in both temperate and tropical oceans

leatherback sea turtle Highly migratory species

Nest on sandy beaches

Pollution and plastic ingestion

Capture in fishing gear

Climate change affecting nesting beaches

Listed as winerable by the IUCN Primarily feed on jellyfish

Feeding: Have downward-pointing spines in their throats to prevent jellyfish escape

Protected by international agreements .
Conservation:

Nesting beaches monitored and protected Also eat other marine invertebrates and sea grass

Awareness programs aim to reduce threats RIIaCademy  \ Indla's Most Popular UPSC—CSE Portal
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Focuses on the use of rituals, meditation, and visualization techniques
A mystical branch of Hinduism and Buddhism <
Aims to achieve spiritual awakening and enlightenment

Emerged around the 5th century CE
Originated in ancient India {
Influenced by ancient Indian traditions and scriptures

Emphasizes the union of opposites
Philosophy of Tantra {
Sees the divine in the mundane and embraces all aspects of life

Kundalini energy awakening

Incorporates Tantric elements
} Vajrayana Buddhism
Emphasizes the use of rituals and techniques for spiritual transformation

Divided into four classes based on complexity
} Tibetan Buddhist Tantra
Includes deity yoga and rituals for purification, healing, and empowerment

Mantra chanting
Key elements of Tantric practice
Yantra visualization

Tantric practices in Buddhism Rituals involving physical and sexual energy

Guidance and transmission of teachings from a qualified guru

> Importance of guru-disciple relationship Use of symbols and metaphors Represent spiritual concepts and transformation

Essential for Tantric practice and realization . . .
Geometric diagrams representing deities

Used for meditation and visualization

Tantricism ) Yantras

Tantra often misunderstood as purely sexual
>— Associated with sexual practices Hand gestures used to channel energy

Sexual energy seen as a means to spiritual awakening Mudras

Often combined with mantras and breath control

Misuse of Tantric practices for personal gain or entertainment

} Commercialization and commodification Misconceptions about Tantra Tools for worship and meditation

Commercialization leads to distortion and deviation from authentic teachings Ritual objects

Includes bells, candles, incense, and sacred texts
Tantra is a profound spiritual path

} Need for proper understanding and respect
Requires proper guidance and sincere practice Shaivism dedicated to Lord Shiva

Tantra in Shaivism and Shaktism Shaktism focused on the divine feminine

Emphasize ritual worship and yogic practices

Temples dedicated to specific deities
Tantric temples and rituals <

R | |acad e IT]y B I‘ r]d | aIS M OSt Popu |ar U PSC—CS E PO rtal Rituals involving offerings, mantras, and visualizations

Tantric practices in Hinduism
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Known as 'ford-makers' or 'crossing-makers'

Attain enlightenment and show path to liberation <

Considered divine and worshiped by Jains Teach the principles of Jainism

} Tirthankars are highly revered in Jainism Spiritual leaders in Jainism

Seen as embodiments of perfection and enlightenment Regarded as the highest level of spiritual beings

Teach principles like non-violence, truthfulness, and non-attachment Tirthankars are remembered for their sermons and
Emphasize on leading a life of simplicity and self-discipline teachings

The term 'Tirthankar' means 'ford-maker' or 'crossing- Symbolizes leading others to 'cross over' the cycle of birth and death
maker’ Guides individuals towards liberation

Tirthankars

Devotees visit these temples for worship and meditation First Tirthankar is Rishabhdev

Jain temples often have images or idols of Tirthankars

Jain tradition recognizes 24 Tirthankars

Seek blessings and guidance from the Tirthankars Last Tirthankar is Mahavira

Encourage believers to practice compassion and non-violence Tirthankars inspire followers to follow the path of Each Tirthankar establishes a 'tirth' or a spiritual Represents a path to spiritual liberation
Serve as guiding lights on the journey towards spiritual liberation righteousness crossing Act as role models for spiritual seekers
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TFR provides valuable insights into population
dynamics and demographic trends.

Low TFR values can lead to population decline and
aging populations.

High TFR values are traditionally associated with

Policies promoting family planning and female

empowerment can help reduce TFR. developing countries, where large families are

common.

! ! Total fertility rate (TFR) is a measure of the
High TFR values can pose challenges for social and i ] ] ] ] !
economic development. average number of children a woman Factors influencing TFR include social, economic, and
cultural variables.

would have in her lifetime.

Understanding TFR trends is crucial for informed

policy-making and sustainable development. TFR has an impact on population growth, age

structure, and labor force participation.

TFR is a key indicator used by demographers,

TFR is influenced by contraception use, education

economists, and policymakers to assess population
levels, and women's empowerment.

dynamics.

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



safety concerns.

planning and monitoring.

Karst terrains act as important water sources.

The underground drainage systems store and provide water to springs, rivers, and

wells.

Karst terrains support unique ecosystems and biodiversity.

The caves and underground habitats provide shelter for various species, including

specialized cave dwellers.

Karst terrains often have cultural and historical significance.

They can be home to ancient cave paintings, archaeological sites, and cultural
traditions.

Rapid urbanization can pose challenges in karst terrains.
. i . > Urban Development
Sinkholes and unstable ground conditions can lead to infrastructure damage and

Managing water resources in karst terrains can be complex.
. . . Water Management
The interconnected nature of underground drainage systems requires careful } 9

Karst terrains attract tourists from around the world.
> Tourism

Caves, underground rivers, and unique landscapes provide opportunities for
adventure and exploration.

Conservation efforts are necessary to protect karst terrains.

Preventing pollution, managing tourism impact, and preserving cultural and natural
values are important considerations.

Challenges

> Conservation

> Water Resource
} Biodiversity Importance
> Cultural Heritage

Human Interaction

Karst Terrains

Definition

Karst terrains are landscapes characterized by soluble rock formations such as
limestone and gypsum.

These terrains are mainly formed through the process of dissolution by water.

Sinkholes are depressions in the ground that are formed when the underlying rock

. dissolves.
Sinkholes

They can vary in size from small to very large and can pose a threat to infrastructure.

Karst terrains often have complex underground drainage systems.

Underground Drainage Systems ) )
Water flows through underground caves and channels, creating underground rivers

and lakes.

The dissolution of rock in karst terrains leads to the formation of caves and caverns.

Caves and Caverns ) ) ) )
These underground chambers can be beautifully decorated with various formations

such as stalactites and stalagmites.

Karst springs are a common feature in karst terrains.

Karst Spri
arst Springs They occur when groundwater that has been flowing through underground channels

resurfaces at the surface.
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° i > Property damage

Sinking of roads and sidewalks Erosion of limestone
Costly repairs and redevelopment Natural processes Dissolution of underground rocks
} Economic impact

Disruption of transportation and utilities Gradual collapse of caves
Loss of vegetation and habitat Mining operations

Groundwater contamination Environmental consequences Man-made activities Groundwater extraction
Altered hydrological systems Excavation and construction

Geophysical surveys Formed by gradual settling of surface materials
} Early detection and monitoring Cover-subsidence sinkholes
Groundwater level monitoring

Lack of visible surface depressions
Filling sinkholes with grout or concrete

i Result of water dissolving soluble rocks
SI n khOIES - Dissolution sinkholes

Reinforcing structures and foundations Engineering measures Prevention and mitigation Characterized by a circular depression on the surface
Redirecting water flow in winerable areas Sudden collapse of surface material into an underground void
Cover-collapse sinkholes
Restricting construction in sensitive areas Often creating a deep hole or depression
>— Land-use planning and regulations
Proper waste management practices
Weathering and erosion
Natural causes {
The Dead Sea sinkholes in Israel Geological changes over time
The Bayou Corne sinkhole in Louisiana . Excessive water pumping
Case studies
The Winter Park sinkhole in Florida

Human causes Improper waste disposal

fiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal constueton nferstarees

The Guatemala City sinkhole in Guat
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Heliodorus dedicates the pillar to "Vasudeva" (a form of Lord Krishna)
> Dedication
Expresses gratitude for being allowed to dedicate the pillar
Heliodorus identifies himself as an ambassador from the Indo-Greek king Antialcidas
> Personal details

Describes his journey to India and his arrival at the court of King Bhagabhadra

! ! T Marks the earliest known reference to the Greek ambassador, Heliodorus, in India
Historical significance
Provides evidence of the religious diversity present in ancient India
Besanagar inscription of Heliodorus

- : Discovered in Besanagar, Madhya Pradesh, India
Inscription details
Inscribed on a Garuda pillar of the Besnagar Vishnu temple

Heliodorus converts to the worship of Vasudeva
} Religious conversion
Describes his belief in the divine nature of Vasudeva and his commitment to the deity

Expresses the importance of religious tolerance and harmony
> Message of peace and unity
Encourages others to follow the path of righteousness and respect all religions

Inscription content

Concludes with a prayer for the well-being of King Bhagabhadra and the land of

India .
} Epilogue

Asks for blessings from Vasudeva for himself and his descendants RIIaCademy N Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE POFta|
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Known as the eighth avatar of Vishnu
Krishna is considered the supreme god in Bhagavatism <
Celebrated for his divine leelas (miracles) and teachings in the Bhagavad Gita

Devotees strive for an intimate, personal relationship with Krishna
Bhakti (devotion) is the core practice in Bhagavatism <
Belief in surrendering oneself to Krishna's will and seeking union with him

Regularly engage in bhajans (devotional singing) and kirtans (chanting) in praise of
Krishna
Devotees focus on cultivating deep emotional attachment towards Krishna
Recite sacred texts, such as the Bhagavad Gita and the Srimad Bhagavatam, to
Bhagavatism emphasizes the importance of love and devotion over rituals and deepen their understanding of Krishna's divinity
knowledge

Bhagavatism teaches the concept of moksha (liberation) through surrender to
Krishna

{ Liberation achieved by developing pure divine love for Krishna, known as prema

Hindu philosophical tradition centered around One aims to attain Goloka, the spiritual abode of Krishna, through their devotion

devotion to the god Krishna Vaishnavas worship various forms of Vishnu, with Krishna being one of the most
prominent deities

Bhagavatism

Vaishnavism is a broader tradition that incorporates Bhagavatism

Bhagavatism's emphasis on devotion has shaped Vaishnavism's practices and beliefs
Bhagavatism has influenced other Hindu traditions and the development of
Vaishnavism Bhakti movements gained popularity in medieval times, emphasizing devotion and
love for gods like Krishna
Bhagavatism also influenced the growth of bhakti movements in India
These movements played a significant role in making devotional practices accessible

to people of all castes and social backgrounds

Temples dedicated to Krishna are found across the globe, attracting pilgrims and
followers

Festivals like Janmashtami and Holi celebrate Krishna's birth and his playful

Bhagavatism continues to be practiced by millions of devotees worldwide : ; .
interactions with devotees

Bhagavatism's teachings on love and devotion continue to inspire individuals in their
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By quantifying risk, ECF facilitates effective decision-
making.

It helps firms optimize their capital allocation strategy.

ECF provides a basis for stress testing and scenario
analysis.

Through these exercises, firms can evaluate their

resilience to adverse events.

The framework enhances the overall financial stability
of organizations.

ECF is an evolving tool that is continuously refined and
updated.

It enables firms to adapt to changing risk landscapes.

Economic Capital Framework (ECF)

By incorporating historical data and industry
knowledge, ECF enhances risk assessment.

The framework supports regulatory compliance and
reporting requirements.

Firms can demonstrate their ability to withstand
potential losses.

ECF is a valuable tool for risk managers and senior
executives.

It provides a structured approach to managing and
mitigating risks.

By considering the full spectrum of risks, ECF
promotes a comprehensive risk management culture.

Organizations can enhance their risk governance
framework through the implementation of ECF.
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Economic Capital Framework (ECF) is a risk
management tool.

It is used to calculate and allocate capital for potential
losses.

ECF considers various risk factors and their impact on
the firm's financial condition.

The framework helps to determine the amount of
capital required to cover unexpected losses.

ECF is often utilized in financial institutions, such as
banks and insurance companies.

It provides a comprehensive approach to risk
management.

The framework enables organizations to assess risk
across different business lines.

ECF takes into account both quantitative and
qualitative factors.

It considers market risk, credit risk, operational risk,
and other relevant risks.

By assessing these risks, ECF helps firms identify
areas of vulnerability.

Each risk factor is assigned an appropriate weight
based on its importance.

This weighting ensures a more accurate estimation of
capital requirements.

ECF allows organizations to set risk tolerance levels
and establish risk appetite.

The framework promotes a better understanding of risk
across the organization.
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Established in 1935

Also known as the Banker's Bank
Headquartered in Mumbai {
Controls monetary policy in India

Ensures stability and strength of the Indian banking system

Regulates and supervises financial institutions in India Issues licenses to new banks Obijective is to promote competition and financial inclusion

Conducts inspections and audits of banks

Responsible for issuing currency notes and coins
Issues and manages the Indian rupee currency {
Maintains currency reserves

Manages the government's bank accounts

Acts as the banker to the Government of India {
Helps the government manage its finances

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Central banking institution of India

Researches and analyzes economic and financial issues

Conducts research and sets policies <
Develops and implements monetary policies

Cooperates with other central banks on global economic issues
Collaborates with other central banks and international organizations <
Participates in international forums and committees

Provides education and awareness programs

Promotes financial inclusion and literacy <
Encourages financial empowerment and inclusion for all citizens

— 7 ?8)" )

Manages risks and crises in the financial sector

Enhances the stability of the Indian financial system {
Implements measures to ensure financial stability

Facilitates credit flow to various sectors of the economy

Supports economic development and growth {
Implements policies to promote sustainable economic growth

<HaC
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Founded in ancient India

By Siddhartha Gautama

Suffering exists
Desire causes suffering
Four Noble Truths
To end suffering, end desire
To end desire, follow the Eightfold Path

Right view

Emphasizes individual efforts for enlightenment
> Theravada

Oldest surviving Buddhist school

Emphasizes compassion and universal salvation
> Mahayana
Largest Buddhist school in East Asia

Emphasizes esoteric practices and rituals
} Vajrayana
Known as Tibetan Buddhism

Beliefs

Right intention

Siddhartha Gautama B u d d h | sm Right speech
Dalai Lama Right action
Eightfold Path
Bodhisattvas Right livelihood
Right effort
Spread to Southeast Asia, East Asia, and Central Asia Right mindfulness
Assimilated with local beliefs and customs Spread and Influence Right concentration

Contributed to art, literature, and philosophy

Meditation
Mindfulness
Compassion
Karma

Reincarnation
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Teachings of compassion and kindness

|AS Gold Prelims-Partal
Stories to illustrate moral values and teachings <

Depictions in sculpture, paintings, and murals Source of inspiration for art and literature Buddhist tales about the previous lives of Buddha Lessons on overcoming greed and ignorance
Themes incorporated in poetry and drama Stories of animal characters in different human situations

Jataka stories

Elements of Jataka stories in modern fables and children's literature Infl ¢ ¢ i Stories passed down orally
nriuence on contemporary storyteliin : :
Moral lessons still relevant in today's society P Y yt 9 POPUIar collection of Jataka stories Pali language

Written versions compiled in different languages {
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Second highest varna after the Brahmins
Part of the Vedic varna system <
Responsible for protecting the society

Engaged in warfare and military activities

Ruled over kingdoms and territories <
Commanded armies and fought in battles

Upheld moral and ethical principles
Valued code of conduct called dharma {
Expected to protect the weak and oppressed

Kshatriyas Warrior caste in ancient Indian society

Performed yagnas and offered sacrifices

Participated in rituals and religious ceremonies <
Sought blessings from deities for victory

Passed down through generations
Social status based on birth and heritage <
Enjoyed privileges and entitlements

Arjuna from the Mahabharata

Associated with iconic figures in Hindu epics

Rilacademy+ India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Rama from the Ramayana



It aids in the assessment of a country's economic and financial stability, as well as its
ability to manage external risks.

CGRA also contributes to the transparency and credibility of a country's monetary
and financial system.

The use of CGRA allows countries to accurately

measure and report the value of their currency and gold
assets.

In conclusion, Currency and Gold Revaluation Account
(CGRA) serves as an important tool for accounting and
managing the revaluation of a country's currency and
gold holdings. It helps in accurately reflecting the

current worth of these assets, impacting a country's
financial position and international reserves. CGRA
plays a vital role in assessing a country's economic
stability and managing external risks, enhancing
transparency and credibility in its monetary system.
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Currency and Gold Revaluation Account
(CGRA)
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CGRA is an accounting entry used to record the
revaluation of a country's currency and gold holdings.

The revaluation of currency and gold can have
implications for a country's international reserves and
its ability to meet external obligations.

CGRA is subject to periodic adjustments based on
changes in exchange rates and the market value of
gold.

It serves as a temporary account to hold unrealized gains or losses resulting from
changes in currency exchange rates and the market value of gold.

CGRA is usually maintained by central banks and is integral to their monetary policy
and reserve management.

A positive revaluation signifies an increase in the value of a country's currency or
gold holdings, which can enhance its financial strength.

Conversely, a negative revaluation implies a decrease in the value of a country's
currency or gold holdings, which can adversely affect its financial position.

These adjustments are made to reflect the actual gains or losses from the revaluation
of currency and gold.

The frequency of adjustments may vary depending on accounting practices and the
volatility of currency and gold markets.

<

{
{

The revaluation of currency and gold helps to accurately reflect the current worth of
these assets in a country's balance sheet.

Changes in exchange rates or gold prices can significantly impact a country's
balance of payments and financial position.

It may boost a country's ability to service external debt and support its economy
during periods of economic instability.

A positive revaluation can also provide a cushion against potential losses in other
international investments.

It may lead to a reduction in a country's international reserves and limit its capacity to
meet external obligations.

A negative revaluation can also erode confidence in a country's economy and impact
its borrowing costs in international markets.
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Headquartered in Mumbai
Established on April 1, 1935 <
Governed by a central board of directors

Aims to maintain price stability
Formulates and implements monetary policies {
Controls inflation and supports economic growth

Responsible for monetary policy

Regulates lending rates of commercial banks
Sets interest rates <
Manages the money supply in the economy

Issues licenses to banks
Acts as a regulator for banks <
Monitors their activities and financial stability

Manages the foreign exchange reserves
Oversees banking system Maintains financial stability <
Supervises payment and settlement systems

Central bank of India

Supports initiatives for financial literacy
} Focuses on inclusive growth and development
Promotes access to banking services for all

Directs funds for priority sectors like agriculture and MSMEs
> Implements social welfare schemes
Facilitates affordable housing and rural development

Promotes financial inclusion

Provides refinancing facilities to banks

Promotes development of banking sector <
Supports financial inclusion initiatives

Reserve Bank of India

4 Issues and manages the Indian currency

Prints and distributes banknotes and coins

Board of Governors of the International Monetary Fund
>— Represents India in international forums Ensures supply of adequate currency in circulation

Basel Committee on Banking Supervision

International engagements

Maintains a stable exchange rate

Exchange of information and best practices Manages foreign exchange reserves

} Collaborates with other central banks and regulatory authorities Facilitates foreign trade and payments

Joint initiatives for global financial stability

Banks, non-banking financial companies, and cooperatives
Supervises and regulates financial institutions <
Ensures compliance with regulations and prudential norms

Conducts periodic inspections and audits

Regulatory functions Manages the financial system's stability <

Imparts supervisory guidance and advice

Monitors the deposit insurance system

Protects the interests of depositors <
Resolves banking failures
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On the Gulf of Khambhat
Located in western India <
Near present-day Bharuch

Important trade hub

Flourished during the Roman Period Textiles

Spices
Renowned for its goods
Pearls

Precious stones

Ancient Indian port city

Participated in maritime trade
Connected to various regions Linked to the Roman Empire
Engaged in trade with the Red Sea region
Gradual decline in the 5th and 6th centuries CE Cotton fabrics
Textiles <
Silks

Changes in maritime trade routes

Decline of the Roman Empire Factors contributing to decline Pepper
: Spices <
Rise of other port cities in India . Exported Indian products Cinnamon
Decline and abandonment Barygaza
Abandoned by the 8th century CE Pearls
Pottery Precious stones
Coins Unearthed artifacts
Sculptures Rediscovered through archaeological excavations

Evidence of Roman settlements
Roman presence in Barygaza {

Revealed the city's history and significance Roman coinage found in the region

Wine

Imported Roman products Glassware

Cultural exchange with the Romans _
Silverware

Roman-style clothing
Adoption of Roman Gods and cults
Influence on local culture
Incorporation of Roman architectural elements

Integration of Roman artistic styles
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Native to Brazil

Brazilian forest <

Used in gardens and landscapes Grown for its decorative foliage

Ornamental plant } Camara
Camara . )
Believed to have various health benefits Leaves and stems are brewed into a tea Used in traditional medicine Medicinal plant African forest < Native to Africa
Provides a rich, dark finish Used in furniture making Cultivated for medicinal use
} Wood is highly valued for its strength and durability Timber tree , .
Resistant to decay and insect damage Used in construction > Kalapattana Kalapattana ndian forest < Native to India
Planted in parks and along streets Provides shelter from the sun Shade tree Cultivated for timber

Camara or Kalapattana

Can outcompete native plants and disrupt ecosystems

Introduced to various countries outside of its native range . - it
} Invasive species vergreen shrub or small tree

Removal and eradication programs Efforts are being made to control its spread

Camara Camara
Amazon Rainforest destruction Deforestation and land conversion Bears small, tubular flowers
> Loss of habitat i
Threatens biodiversity and ecosystem health Puts natural populations at risk i Produces small, fleshy fruit
Threats and Conservation
Unsustainable practices contribute to habitat loss Logging for timber extraction .
} Deforestation Tall, deciduous tree
Increases wulnerability to disturbances and loss of biodiversity Fragmentation of forests
Kalapattana Kalapattana

Bears small, yellow flowers

Promote sustainable management and preservation Protected areas and reserves
} Conservation efforts
Reforestation and restoration projects

Aim to restore habitats and increase tree cover Produces elongated fruits

ademy

Cultivated for ornamental purposes

Found in the Amazon Rainforest

Popular houseplant Grown for its colorful foliage

Found in tropical rainforests

Traditional remedy for various ailments Used in herbal medicine

Found in the Western Ghats region

Hardwood used for furniture and construction Durable and resistant to decay

Grows up to 5 meters tall Varies in size depending on location
Has glossy, elliptical leaves Leaves are green or variegated with yellow or white
Flowers are usually white or cream-colored Fragrant and attractive to pollinators
Berries are green or red when ripe Eaten by birds and other animals
Can reach heights of 30 meters or more Impressive and majestic in appearance
Has large, compound leaves Leaves are dark green and leathery
Flowers are borne in clusters Attractive to bees and butterflies

Fruits are green when young and turn brown when mature Contain multiple seeds
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Connected with Egypt, Greece, Rome, and China

Declined due to natural disasters and political changes Known for its flourishing trade with foreign merchants < Thrived during the ancient and medieval periods

Decline and Rediscovery Ancient trading port in India

Rediscovered by archaeologists in the 20th century Located on the Malabar Coast

Significant role in ancient Indian Ocean trade . Exported various goods such as spices, silk, pearls, and precious stones
Importance Muziris
Represented India's commercial and cultural ties with the world

Imported goods like glass, ivory, and gold

Interaction with different civilizations and cultures Influence of Roman, Greek, Egyptian, and Chinese cultures

Note: Due to the limitations of token count, the content
provided in each section is a brief summary.

Cultural Exchange
Blend of diverse traditions and practices
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Few schools with inadequate facilities and qualified teachers
Introduction of vocational training programs for skill development > Limited access to quality education in Sopara

} Efforts being made to improve the education system

Few healthcare centers with inadequate facilities and medical staff
> Healthcare services are also limited

} Government initiatives to improve healthcare infrastructure and services

Located in the Badagry Local Government Area

Scholarships and educational support for disadvantaged students Was a major center for the slave trade in the 16th century

Education and healthcare

Known for its rich history and cultural heritage <

A town in Lagos, Nigeria

Many historical sites and artifacts can still be found in the town

Construction of a new hospital in the town Yoruba, Egun, and other ethnic groups live harmoniously in the town
Home to a diverse population with different ethnicities and religions <

Deployment of more healthcare professionals to the area Christianity, Islam, and traditional African religions are practiced

Regular community meetings and events to address local issues Cultivation of crops such as corn, cassava, and vegetables
_ _ _ > Strong sense of community among the residents of Sopara ® Agriculture is a major economic activity ' ’
Collaborative efforts to promote unity and development in the town Fishing is also an important source of livelihood for residents

Annual festivals showcasing the town's rich cultural heritage Lack of basic amenities such as good roads and electricity

> Cultural festivals and celebrations play a significant role in the community Community development and social activities

Traditional dances, music, and costumes are featured in the celebrations Limited infrastructure development in the town

Construction of a new road to connect Sopara with neighboring towns
Initiatives to improve infrastructure are being undertaken by the government

Establishment of cultural centers and museums Plans to provide stable electricity supply to the residents

} Efforts to preserve and promote Sopara's history and culture
Documentation and research on the town's historical significance A
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Ensures that any law that contravenes the fundamental rights shall be declared void

. . . . . . o to the extent of the contravention.
Tackles the issue of laws that are inconsistent with or Provides for the invalidation of such laws. {

in derogation of the fundamental rights guaranteed by Empowers the judiciary to strike down laws that violate fundamental rights.
the Constitution. Serves as a safeguard for citizens' fundamental rights.

Safeguards the principles of justice, equality, and

liberty enshrined in the Constitution.

Article 13(2) of the Indian Constitution

Requires the State to make laws that are consistent with the constitutional provisions. Ensures that Iegislation is in accordance with the
Prevents the State from enacting laws that violate fundamental rights. fundamental rights of the citizens.

Protects individuals against laws that infringe upon
their fundamental rights.
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Judicial pronouncements on the binding nature of

Article 141 as a binding precedent for lower courts
Supreme Court’s interpretation of Article 141 <
Effect of Article 141 on the legal system

Article 141 Power of the Supreme Court to review laws
Judicial review under Article 141 <

Scope of judicial review under Article 141

Article 141 as a safeguard of constitutional interpretation

Role of stare decisis in maintaining consistency

Article 141 of the Indian Constitution

Role of Article 141 in upholding the rule of law Significance of Article 141 in ensuring consistency in legal decisions <

Challenges to maintaining consistency under Article 141

Protection of fundamental rights through Article 141

Independence of the judiciary under Article 141

Role of the Supreme Court in shaping Indian jurisprudence Landmark judgments under Article 141

Impact of Article 141 on the Indian judiciary

Flexibility in interpreting Article 141
Evolving interpretation of Article 141
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Prevents obstruction or hindrance to the implementation of court decisions
Restricts activities that interfere with the execution of court judgments <

Ensures the effectiveness and authority of court judgments

Imposes a duty on every citizen to respect and obey court orders

Prohibition of intereference with court judgments Applies to all individuals and entities in India Holds accountable any person violating court judgments

Includes government officials and public authorities Aims to prevent abuse of power and ensure compliance with judicial rulings

Grants the court the power to punish for contempt of court
Allows the court to take appropriate action against those defying judicial orders <
Enables the court to maintain its dignity and integrity

Article 144 of Indian Constitution

Ensures that judicial decisions are binding and enforceable

Upholds the principle of rule of law {
Promotes the credibility and authority of the judiciary

Protects the judiciary from external pressures and influences

Facilitates the smooth functioning of the judicial Strengthens the independence of the judiciary Safeguards against interference in judicial processes

system

Enhances public trust and confidence in the judiciary

Enables prompt and effective implementation of court orders

Supports the efficient administration of justice Facilitates timely resolution of disputes

R“academy - Indla'S MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE POI’ta Promotes access to justice for all individuals

Ensures justice is not delayed or denied

Ensures equal protection and enforcement of rights for everyone



Led to frequent warfare and conflicts

Competed for resources and supremacy

} Contributed to political fragmentation

Political and economic significance

Facilitated by river networks
} Flourishing trade and commerce
Exchanged goods and ideas

Powerful and influential
> Magadha
Capital of many dynasties

Ruled by King Prasenaijit
} Kosala

Prominent during Buddha's time

Known for its wealthy capital city
> Vatsa

Advanced in trade and administration

Flourished under King Pradyota
} Avanti
Known for its cultural and intellectual development

Located in present-day Bihar
} Anga
Fought against Magadha for supremacy

Ruled by Bharata dynasty
> Kuru

Significant in Hindu epic Mahabharata

Region of ancient Taxila
} Gandhara
Influenced by Persian and Greek cultures

Birthplace of Gautama Buddha
> Shakya
Known for its republican system

Ruled by King Drupada
} Panchala
Prominent during Mahabharata period

Traded with ancient Greece
} Malla
Known for its art and literature

Ruled by King Shishupala
> Chedi

Kingdom of Krishna's cousin

Prominent during the reign of King Janaka
} Videha
Center of intellectual and philosophical activities

Famous for its learning and culture
} Kashi
Site of ancient city Varanasi

Located in the Hindu Kush region
} Kamboja
Influenced by Persian and Central Asian cultures

Protected the Matsya kingdom
} Matsya
Mentioned in the epic Mahabharata

Known for its skilled seafarers
> Kalinga
Engaged in naval frade with Southeast Asia

Important Mahajanpadas

16 Mahajanpadas

Ancient Indian republics

Emerged in the 6th century BCE
16 powerful states <
Covered large parts of ancient India

Ruled by kings or
Republics with their own government {

Divided into Kshatriya, Brahmin, Vaishya, and Shudra <

councils

Governed by elected officials

Based on Vedic social structure

Defined by occupation and birth

Located in present-day India and Nepal

Spread across the Indo-Gangetic plains

Extended from present-day Punjab to Bihar

Controlled important trade routes

Strategically located states

Had access to fertile agricultural lands
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Ancient kingdom in India, located in present-day
Maharashtra

Flourished between the 2nd century BCE and 3rd century CE
Ruled by a dynasty known as the Satavahanas <
Known for their contributions to art, architecture, and literature

. _ _ _ . Capital of Asmaka kingdom was Pratishthana (modern-day Paithan)
Mentioned in ancient Buddhist and Jain texts Historical records mention cultural and social aspects

Known for its patronage of arts and literature of Asmaka

Asmaka Participated in various conflicts and alliances with Engaged in battles with the Mauryas and the Satavahanas

neigh boring kingdoms Entered into alliances with the Satavahanas against the Shakas
Absorbed into larger political entities in northern India

Declined in importance during the Gupta Empire period

Lost its political independence

_ . Fertile land supported the cultivation of crops like rice, wheat, and sugarcane
Had a predominantly agricultural economy

Rilacademy - Tadia's MG
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Agriculture formed the backbone of the economy
} Mostly agrarian societies Emerged during the 6th century BCE
Farming and cattle rearing were prominent

Socio-economic conditions in Mahajanapadas

. . . . . 16 major Mahajanapadas were known
Ancient kingdoms in ancient India Preceded the Maurya Empire <
Some sources mention up to 52 Mahajanapadas

Produced goods for trade and commerce Some Mahajanapadas had skilled artisans and industries

Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras Social hierarchies existed in the form of varna system

Functioned as independent political entities

Rituals, sacrifices, and worship of deities Most were adherents of the Vedic religion
Controlled by monarchs or oligarchies
Rejected the authority of the Vedic scriptures

} Buddhism and Jainism also emerged during this period Religious and cultural practices in Mahajanapadas

. o : : : - Some covered vast territories
Mahajanapadas Administrative and territorial divisions Divisions varied in size and power {

Others were smaller and less influential

Emphasized ethical conduct and spiritual enlightenment

Beginning of heterodox religious movements Cultural exchanges led to the spread of ideas and beliefs

Included multiple smaller towns and cities

Chandragupta Maurya unified most of the Indian subcontinent

} Rise of the Maurya Empire marked their decline Frequent rivalry and battles for power

This centralized power diminished the significance of the Mahajanapadas
Annexation of weaker Mahajanapadas was common

Some Mahajanapadas were absorbed into the Maurya Empire Interactions and conflicts between Mahajanapadas Expansionist policies led to conflicts <

End of the Mahajanapadas

Some mahajanapadas formed alliances against stronger ones
Others were conquered by foreign invasions

The period of the Mahajanapadas laid the foundation for subsequent empires R | IaCademy B I N d Iaus M OSt PO p u |al’ U PSC_CSE PO I’ta|
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The labour force participation rate measures the proportion of the working-age
population that is either employed or actively seeking employment.

Definition:

A higher labour force participation rate can contribute to economic growth as it
expands the productive capacity of an economy.

Economic growth , . : o " .
Higher economic growth can lead to an increase in job opportunities and higher

Economic growth labour force participation rate.

Closing the gender gap in labour force participation can promote gender equality and
increase women's economic empowerment.

Economic conditions

.. . Unemployment rate A higher unemployment rate can lower the labour force participation rate as
Implications Labour force participation rate y discouraged workers may exit the labour force.

Younger individuals typically have higher labour force participation rates compared to

—— Gender equality

Lower labour force participation rates may result in higher dependency ratios and .
. ) Social welfare
place a strain on social welfare systems. -

Age e .
T . . o older individuals who may retire.
Labour force participation rates impact income distribution, where a smaller \
workfgrcg can lead to income inequality if the majority of the population is not Income inequality Demoaraphics Gender Historically, labour force participation rates have been higher for men than women,
participating. p grap but the gap has narrowed over time.
. Higher levels of education are associated with higher labour force participation rates
Education

as individuals are more likely to seek employment.

Societal norms and expectations can influence labour force participation rates, for

Cultural norms .
example, regarding gender roles.

Social factors
Balancing work and family responsibilities can impact labour force participation,

Family responsibilities particularly for women.

. I Access to affordable and quality childcare can support higher labour force
Childcare availability participation rates, especially for parents.

Government policies
Policies that encourage or discourage retirement can influence labour force

Retirement policies participation rates among older individuals.

a0el
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Definition

The unemployment rate is a key indicator that measures the percentage of the labor
force that is unemployed.

Underemployment and discouraged workers are not fully captured in the rate.

The rate may not reflect the true extent of employment challenges. . A vibrant economy with high growth rates tends to have a lower unemployment rate.
Critiques of the unemployment rate Economic conditions {

Changes in labor force participation can impact the interpretation of the rate. Economic recessions and downturns often lead to higher unemployment rates.

The rate may nOt differentiate bet\Neen different typeS Of Unemployment. Age group distribution affects the unemp'oyment rate_
Demographics {

_ Education level and skills of the population play a role as well.
Factors affecting unemployment rate

Different countries may use different measurement methods. Job creation and destruction influence the unemployment rate.
Labor market dynamics {

Cultural and societal factors play a role in the interpretation of rates. International comparison of unemployment rates U nemployment Rate

The availability of job opportunities affects the rate.

Economic factors and policies contribute to international variations. Labor market regulations impact the unemployment rate.

Government policies and regulations <
Welfare policies and support systems can also affect the rate.

Helps policymakers and economists understand the state of the labor market.

Useful for assessing the impact of economic policies on employment. Usefulness of the unemployment rate

Conducted by gathering data from households about their employment status.
Household survey <

Guides decision-making in workforce development and job creation initiatives. Used to estimate the labor force and calculate the unemployment rate.

Collects data from employers on the number of employees.
Establishment survey <

Key methods of measuring unemployment rate

Helps estimate employment levels and calculate the unemployment rate.

Tracks the number of individuals filing for unemployment benefits.
Unemployment insurance claims <

R||academy - Indla,s MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE Portal Provides an alternative measure of unemployment.




Buddhism Origins and Overview
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Founded by Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha
Originated in ancient India { _
Taught the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path
Emphasizes the concept of impermanence
Core Beliefs and Philosophy Teaches the cessation of suffering and attainment of enlightenment
Believes in the cycle of rebirth and karma
Meditation as a key practice
Buddhist Practices and Rituals Chanting and recitation of sutras
Observance of ethical precepts
Theravada Buddhism
Buddhist Schools and Traditions Mahayana Buddhism
Vajrayana Buddhism
Expansion across Asia
Spread and Influence Influenced art, culture, and philosophy in various regions
Introduction to the Western world in the 19th century
Engaged Buddhism
Modern Adaptations and Reinterpretations Secular Buddhism
Western Buddhism
Fosters mindfulness and personal transformation
Impact on Individuals and Society Promotes compassion and altruism
Influences social activism and environmental awareness
Harmonious coexistence with other faiths

Interactions with Other Religions and Philosophies Incorporation of local beliefs and traditions

Dialogue and exchange with Christianity, Hinduism, and other religions.



Interpret and expound upon the principles laid out in the Upanishads
> Form the philosophical basis of Vedanta

Assert the non-dual nature of reality and the unity of all existence

Provide guidance on the cultivation of self-discipline and mindfulness

> Inspire meditation, yoga, and other spiritual practices
Offer techniques for realizing one's true nature and attaining enlightenment

Explore the concept of karma as the law of cause and effect

} Shape the understanding of karma, reincarnation, and liberation
Shed light on the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth and the quest for liberation

Offer timeless wisdom for navigating the challenges of existence
Provide insights into the nature of consciousness and the pursuit of self-realization

Serve as a source of inspiration and contemplation for spiritual seekers.
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Considered to be the essence of the Vedas

Contain profound spiritual insights and philosophical teachings <

Collection of ancient Hindu scriptures Written in Sanskrit

Composed in the form of dialogues between teacher and student

Influence various schools of Indian philosophy and

Represents the source from which everything arises
spirituality Brahman refers to the ultimate reality, the supreme creative power {

Embodies the divine essence within all beings

Believed to be identical with Brahman

Explore concepts such as Brahman, Atman, and Maya Atman represents the individual soul or self <

Upanishads

Signifies the eternal, unchanging essence within each being

Seen as the cause of suffering and delusion

Maya refers to the illusory nature of the physical world {
Still relevant today for seekers of spiritual truth and Reminds individuals to seek true understanding beyond appearances

wisdom

Emphasize the importance of realizing the transient nature of the world

Contemplate the impermanence and interconnectedness of all things <
Encourage detachment from worldly pursuits and desires

Discuss the nature of existence, purpose of life, and
path to enlightenment
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Highlight the need to transcend the limitations of the ego

Advocate for self-realization and liberation from the cycle of birth and death <
Urge individuals to seek union with the divine through spiritual practices
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Angel funds play a vital role in supporting startup ecosystems by providing crucial
early-stage investment and mentorship. They contribute to the growth and success of
innovative companies, driving economic development and job creation.

1. Increased angel funding activity globally in recent years.
2. Emergence of specialized angel groups focusing on specific industries or sectors. Trends in Angel Funding

3. Rise of angel syndicates, where multiple angels collaborate on investments.

Definition An investment fund that provides capital to startup companies or entrepreneurs.

1. High failure rate of startups may lead to loss of investment.
2. Difficulty in predicting success or failure of early-stage companies. Risks and Challenges
Support and nurture early-stage companies in their growth and development.
3. Limited liquidity as investments are typically held for a long period. Angel Fund Purpose PP y-s'ag P g P

1. Angel investors evaluate business proposals and pitches from entrepreneurs.

1. Typically formed by high-net-worth individuals or successful entrepreneurs.

2. Select startups with high growth potential, unique ideas, and competent Characteristics 2. Invest their own personal funds in promising startups.

management teams. Angel Fund Process
3. Negotiate investment terms, including equity ownership and valuation.

3. Seek capital appreciation and a share in the company's success.

4. Provide funding to the selected startups.

1. Access to early-stage funding when traditional sources may be unavailable.

2. Mentorship and guidance from experienced angel investors. Benefits for Startu Ps

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

3. Potential network connections and introductions to other investors.
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Initial Public Offering (IPO) Invests their own personal funds.

Definition

An individual who provides financial support to startup companies or entrepreneurs in <

Acquisition by a larger company Options for angel investors to exit their investments Exit strategies exchange for equity or ownership stakes. Not affiliated with venture capital firms or other institutional investors.

Buyout by management or other investors

- Require a solid investment opportunity with growth potential.
Characteristics High net worth individuals with disposable income. {

Support innovation and technological advancements. Often seek startups in their area of expertise or interest.

} Angel investors contribute to job creation and economic growth. Impact on the economy

. . Smaller equity requirement compared to venture capital.
: : . Angel Investor Benefits for startups Access to initial capital for business development. <
Peter Thiel: Co-founder of PayPal and early investor in Facebook. Potential mentorship and guidance from experienced investors.

Reid Hoffman: Co-founder of LinkedIn and renowned angel investor. Famous ange| investors

Fill the funding gap for startups that may not qualify for traditional financing.

Ron Conway: Known as the "Godfather of Silicon Valley Angels" for his investments

D Evaluate the business model, market potential, and financial projections.
in Google, Facebook, and Twitter. Roles and responsibilities Conduct due diligence on potential investments. <

Negotiate terms and conditions of the investment.

Angel investors play a crucial role in the startup ecosystem by providing essential
funding, expertise, and support to promising entrepreneurs and early-stage
companies.

Lack of liquidity and long-term commitment.

Risks and challenges High risk investment due to the nature of early-stage startups. <
Ty | Uncertainty of returns and potential loss of investment.
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Ruled the Maurya Empire

Known for his conquests and territorial expansion United most of the Indian subcontinent

Ancient Indian emperor

Revered as one of India’s greatest emperors Inspired by the suffering caused by his conquests

Converted to Buddhism after the bloody war of Kalinga <

Inscribed on pillars and rocks throughout his empire Adopted non-violence and compassion as guiding principles

Ashoka

Promoted principles of good governance and moral conduct Ashoka's edicts

Serve as valuable historical and cultural artifacts Aimed to create a just and righteous society

Established the concept of "Dharma” <

Remains a symbol of peace and enlightenment in Indian history Encouraged moral and ethical behavior

Promoted social welfare and justice

Built roads and infrastructure to facilitate trade and communication
Implemented policies to improve the lives of his subjects {

RI |academy B I nd Ials M OSt POpU I ar U PSC_CSE POFta| Supported education and encouraged religious tolerance
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Shift towards a more compassionate and peaceful society
} Transformation of society
Growth of Buddhism as a prominent religion

Ashoka's policy shaping subsequent rulers' governance
> Enduring impact on Indian history

Influence on the political and moral thought of future generations
Significance of Ashoka's policy of Dhamma in promoting social harmony and ethical
governance.
Governance based on righteousness <

Riiacademy - Tadia's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal auieble dstibuton ofresources

! . Introduction Dhamma - Ashoka's central policy
Influence and legacy of Ashoka's policy

ASh oka’s p Oll Cy Of Dh amma Soread of Buddhism { Construction of stupas and pillars

Sending missionaries to propagate Buddhism

Edicts promoting non-violence and ethical conduct
Promotion of moral values {
Establishment of hospitals and welfare institutions

Implementation of Ashoka's policy

Fair and just administration
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Stocks: ownership shares of a company
Types of securities: stocks, bonds, derivatives <

Bonds: debt securities, issued by governments or corporations
Investors: individuals or institutions buying securities
Participants: individuals, companies, and governments <
Issuers: entities offering securities for sale

1. Allocation of capital: matching funds with investment opportunities

Functions 2. Price discovery: determining the value of securities based on demand and supply

Definition: A financial market where long-term

Capltal ma rket securities are traded 3. Secondary market trading: facilitating buying and selling of existing securities
1. Exchanges: centralized markets where securities are bought and sold
Key components 2. Clearinghouses: entities ensuring the completion of transactions
3. Regulators: overseeing and enforcing regulations in the market

1. Facilitating economic growth through funding investment projects

Importance 2. Providing liquidity to investors by allowing easy buying and selling of securities
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Promoted by leading financial institutions in India
Established in 1999 <
Regulated by SEBI

Dematerialization of securities

Leading depository service provider in India Settlement of trades

Offers various depository services

Introduction of e-Voting facility . "
Electronic transfer of securities

Implementation of electronic auction platform

Corporate actions processing

Establishment of robust risk management systems Key initiatives and achievements

Facilitates efficient and secure trading
Continuous technological upgradation

Recognized as a systemically important depositor
9 y y 1mp P y Eliminates the need for physical certificates

Central Depositories Services India Ltd
Holds securities of investors in electronic form Safeguards against loss, theft, or damage of securities

Conducts various programs and workshops ] B
Provides ease of transfer and pledge of securities

Spreads knowledge about the benefits of dematerialization Promotes investor education and awareness

Assists In resolving investor queries and grievances Collaborates with depository participants and intermediaries
Provides a single platform for all capital market

transactions

Enables seamless movement of securities

Enhances transparency and reduces paperwork

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE
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After the death of Buddha
Emerged in ancient India <
Focused on individual liberation

Emphasized meditation and self-control
Characterized by strict discipline <
Monastic lifestyle Renunciation of worldly pleasures

Prevalent in Southeast Asia
} Theravada
Emphasis on meditation and monastic discipline

Flourished in India and Central Asia
> Sarvastivada
Believed in existence of all things in all times

Early Buddhist school

Hinayana divided into different sects

Hinayana

Compared to Mahayana Buddhism Suffering is inherent in existence

: " . Desi ftori
Focus on personal liberation Considered as the "lesser vehicle esire causes suffering

Teachings centered on the Four Noble Truths

Instead, emphasizes individual efforts towards enlightenment Rejects the concept of Bodhisattva Cessation of desire leads to liberation
Right understanding, thought, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and

concentration

Eightfold Path as a guide to achieve liberation

Ritacademy - adia's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



Views devas and bodhisattvas as compassionate beings who assist sentient beings
on their spiritual path

Believes in the possibility of rebirth in different realms based on one's karma

Festivals honor important events in the life of the Buddha and bodhisattvas

Rituals often involve chanting, offering ceremonies, and pilgrimage

Advocates the study of Buddhist philosophy and ethical principles

Emphasizes the importance of guided teachings and spiritual guidance from qualified
teachers

Seeks to alleviate suffering and promote the welfare of all beings

Considers compassion and loving-kindness as fundamental qualities to be cultivated
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Known for its emphasis on compassion and the pursuit of spiritual liberation

Emerged in India around 2nd century CE <
Believes in the existence of multiple Buddhas and bodhisattvas

Adapted and incorporated local customs and practices
Spread to various countries across Asia, including China, Japan, and Tibet <

One of the major branches of Buddhism Developed diverse philosophical schools and traditions

A bodhisattva is an enlightened being who postpones their own liberation to help

Teaches the doctrine of the bodhisattva ideal others attain enlightenment

Acknowledges the existence of celestial beings and
realms

Encourages followers to cultivate altruism, wisdom, and compassion

: _ Collection of scriptures that expound the teachings of the Buddha
Emphasizes the importance of the Mahayana sutras

Celebrates festivals and rituals as part of religious Considered canonical in Mahayana Buddhism

practice

Emptiness refers to the absence of inherent existence in all phenomena

Mahayana

Encourages practitioners to realize the interdependence and impermanence of all

Encourages the cultivation of wisdom and Promotes the concept of emptiness things

understanding

Aims to transcend dualistic thinking and attain ultimate liberation

Focuses on mindfulness, concentration, and insight

Offers various forms of meditation practices

Strives for the liberation of all sentient beings Aims to develop clarity, equanimity, and a direct experience of reality

Upholds principles such as nonviolence, generosity, and patience

Promotes ethical conduct and moral virtues
Encourages practitioners to cultivate positive qualities and engage in altruistic actions
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Originating in India and spreading to Tibet

A form of esoteric Buddhism

Introduction to Vajrayana Emphasizes the importance of direct experience and meditation
Incorporates various rituals and symbolism

Main goal is to achieve enlightenment in one lifetime
Importance of lineage and oral transmission

. . . Tantric rituals and ceremonies
Transmission from guru to disciple Vaj rayana Ilneage and transmission

Use of mantras and mandalas
Preservation and continuation of teachings : : o _
Key beliefs and practices Visualization and deity yoga

Guru-disciple relationship
Misunderstandings and misinterpretations

Importance of empowerment and initiation
Accusations of misuse of power and authority : o
Controversies and criticisms Vaj rayana

Criticisms of secrecy and exclusivity

Focuses on external rituals and purification practices
Challenges with adapting to modern society Kriya tantra <

Emphasizes ethical conduct and discipline

_ Emphasizes consciousness transformation and meditation
Spread to other parts of Asia, such as Nepal and Bhutan Three main classes of tantra Charya tantra <

Focuses on the practice of deity yoga

Focuses on internal practices and meditation
Yoga tantra <
Emphasizes the awakening of subtle energy channels

Influence on Tibetan culture, art, and literature

Impact and influence
Play a significant role in the spiritual lives of many individuals

Continues to attract followers and practitioners globally

Buddhas and bodhisattvas as objects of meditation

Wrathful deities and protectors

Vajrayana deities and symbols
Mudras and hand gestures

Symbols such as vajra, bell, and lotus

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Under the patronage of Sthavira Mahakassapa
Held at Sattapanni Cave in Rajgir {
Aimed to preserve the Buddha's teachings

. : : Mainly senior disciples of the Buddha
Initiated by King Ajatasattu of Magadha 500 arhats attended the council <
Included Ananda and Upali

To recite and compile the Sutta and Vinaya Pitaka
Purpose of the council <
Ensure the accuracy of the teachings

Laid the foundation for future councils

:> Significance in the history of Buddhism
Established the authority of the monastic community

Ensured the accuracy and consistency of the texts . . .
} Preservation and transmission of the teachings Impact of the First Buddhist Council

Allowed future generations access to the Buddha's teachings

Consolidation and standardization of Buddhist scriptures
>— Contribution to the development of Buddhism Ananda recited the Sutta Pitaka

Different recitation methods were used

First Buddhist Council )’ Upali recited the Vinaya Pitaka

Agreement and acceptance by all attendees

Solidified the Sangha as the custodian of Buddhist tradition

Non-controversial nature of the recitation

Teachings arranged based on subject matter
} Recitations and compilations were combined No disputes or disagreements recorded

Texts organized into chapters and sections

Represented the two main parts of the Tripitaka
} Finalized Buddhist scriptures
Preserved the essence of the Buddha's teachings

Arrangement of the council's resolutions

Areas of agreement and consensus identified
Vinaya Pitaka was compiled and verified first <
Rules and codes established for monastic discipline

Compilation and verification of the teachings

Sermons and discourses of the Buddha categorized
Sutta Pitaka was compiled and verified next <
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Consolidated the Theravada tradition of Buddhism.

Significance

Laid the foundation for future councils and the preservation of Buddhist teachings.
Decision made to include certain rules in the Vinaya.
A separate council held to settle disputes arising from the main council.
Practices around the use of Vajjian capital. .
> Disputes addressed
Various interpretations of the Vinaya rules.

Examination of Vinaya, the monastic code.

Held around 100 years after the Buddha's death.

Historical context

Purpose was to settle disputes within the Buddhist community.

Second Buddhist Council w Vaishali, an important city in ancient India.

King Kalasoka, who convened the council.

Key participants

Elder Revata, who presided over the council.

Compilation and recitation of Buddhist scriptures.
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Prominent centers in Magadha, Kosala, and Avanti
> Established monastic communities in India and neighboring regions Disagreement over the interpretation of monastic discipline
Influence on monastic practices in South Asia

Introduction of Theravada Buddhism in Sri Lanka
} Dissemination to Southeast Asia
Expansion to Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos

Split from the Mahasanghika school in India <

Spread to different regions Originated from the first schism in Buddhist monastic

Led by elder monks who adhered to stricter rules

el Ity Emerged as a separate school in the 4th century BCE

o Detailed guidelines for monastic conduct
Monastic discipline and adherence to rules Emphasis on Vinaya rules {

Prescribed code of ethics for monks and nuns

Avoiding disciplinary transgressions
Strict adherence to rules {
Maintaining purity and discipline in monastic life

Emphasis on personal practice and meditation

Distinctive characteristics Sthaviravada school in Buddhism LIPS Gl e EAE GIECTE I

Exegesis of early Buddhist texts
> Focus on the original teachings of the Buddha
Study and contemplation of the Dhamma

Preserved the teachings of the early Buddhist elders

Ewvolution of Sthaviravada into Theravada tradition Considered as the orthodox school <

} Sthaviravada as precursor to Theravada Rejected later interpretations and additions

Continuation of monastic discipline and teachings

Preservation of early Buddhist teachings

Influence on Theravada tradition

Preservation of the Tripitaka scriptures

Predominant school in Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos Transmission of Buddhist scriptures <

} Theravada tradition as dominant form of Buddhism in Southeast Asia Emphasis on accurate transmission of the texts

Influence on local culture, rituals, and traditions RIIaCademy N Indlaus MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE POI’ta|
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Promoted religious harmony

} Efforts to unify Buddhist teachings

. . King Kanishka was a patron of Buddhism
Strengthened Buddhist community Organized by King Kanishka <

Held in Kashmir in 72 CE Aims to compile Buddhist scriptures
Scholars from different regions attended

Ensured accuracy and authenticity

} Preservation of Buddhist scriptures and doctrines Contributions and significance
Foundation for future Buddhist studies

Spread of Buddhist art across regions
> Influence on art and culture
Integration of Buddhism into local traditions To validate and preserve the teachings of Buddha

Fourth BUddhlSt COU"C“ » Preservation of oral traditions

Standardization of Buddhist scriptures

Compilation of Buddhist texts

Differences in interpretation resolved
> In-depth debates on various Buddhist teachings
Consensus reached on doctrines

Harwan monastery
Sutras, Vinaya, and Abhidharma texts Held at various locations in Kashmir <

> Compilation and categorization of scriptures Jampur monastery

Proceedings and outcomes
Preservation for future generations

Venues and participants

Leading Buddhist scholars
Scholarly works translated into different languages Monks and scholars from across Buddhist world attended <

} Dissemination of Buddhist teachings Representatives from different Buddhist schools

Spread of Buddhism to new regions Ritacademyss India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Compilation and recitation of Buddhist scriptures

Clarification of contentious issues in Buddhist doctrine The third council in the history of Buddhism

Expulsion of corrupt monks Backg round Convened in the 3rd century BCE

Sponsored by Emperor Ashoka

- . H Tc il d purify the Buddhist teachi
Thlrd BUddhlSt COU“CI' Purpose o reconcile and purify the Buddhist teachings
To settle disputes and maintain doctrinal unity

Buddhist monks from different regions

The Abhidhamma Pitaka was added to the Buddhist canon

Standardization and preservation of the Tripitaka scriptures Main Outcomes

Elimination of heretical views and practices

Strengthened the Buddhist monastic community

Participants

Spreading of authentic Buddhist teachings Scholars and experts in Buddhist philosophy

Contributed to the preservation and dissemination of Buddhism | IaCademy B I nd Ia|S M OSt POpU I ar U PSC_CSE PO rtal




Detailed analysis of consciousness and mental factors

Systematic examination of the mind and its processes

Discusses the nature of mind, perception, and ultimate reality

Provides insights into the workings of the mind and human experience

} Analytical and philosophical interpretation of Buddhist teachings

} Covers topics like morality, mental states, and meditation techniques
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Abhidhamma Pitaka

Three Pitakas
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Guidelines for conduct and behavior of Buddhist monks and nuns
Rules and regulations for monastic discipline <
Record of the Buddha's teachings on ethical conduct and discipline

Vinaya Pitaka

Bhikkhu Vibhanga - Rules for monks
Divisions on different areas of monastic discipline Bhikkhuni Vibhanga - Rules for nuns

Patimokkha - Recital of offenses and confession

Discourses on various aspects of life and spiritual practice
Collection of the Buddha's discourses and teachings
Instructions on meditation and mindfulness
Digha Nikaya - Collection of long discourses
Majjhima Nikaya - Collection of middle-length discourses
Categorized into different sections based on themes and topics Samyutta Nikaya - Collection of connected discourses
Anguttara Nikaya - Collection of numerical discourses

Khuddaka Nikaya - Collection of miscellaneous texts



It has contributed to the recovery of various species, such as the Southern White
Rhino and the American Crocodile.

The agreement has also played a crucial role in combating illegal trade in products
derived from endangered species, such as ivory and rhino horn.

The illegal trade in wildlife remains a significant threat to biodiversity and requires
concerted international efforts to address it.

Insufficient resources, corruption, and weak enforcement in some countries hinder
effective implementation of the agreement.

Parties are exploring innovative approaches, such as the use of technology and
collaboration with local communities, to enhance implementation.

There is a growing recognition of the need to address demand reduction and the
involvement of organized crime in wildlife trafficking.

Strengthening international cooperation and raising awareness are crucial for the
future success of the CITES Agreement and wildlife conservation.

}
>

The CITES Agreement continues to evolve and adapt to new challenges in wildlife
conservation and international trade.

The CITES Agreement has achieved significant successes in protecting endangered
species and curbing illegal wildlife trade.

Despite its successes, the CITES Agreement faces ongoing challenges in combating
wildlife trafficking and ensuring compliance.
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CITES Agreement

Future Perspectives

Introduction

The main objective of the CITES Agreement is to regulate the international trade of
endangered species.

Regulatory Mechanisms

Implementation
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The CITES Agreement, also known as the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, is an international treaty.

Each party to the CITES Agreement designates a management authority and a
scientific authority responsible for implementing the agreement.

It aims to protect endangered species and ensure that international trade does not

threaten their survival.

The agreement was established in 1975 and is now one of the most powerful tools for

wildlife conservation.

It seeks to prevent the unsustainable exploitation of wildlife by monitoring and

controlling trade activities.

The agreement promotes sustainable use, aiming to enhance the conservation of

species and their habitats.

CITES operates through a system of permits and certificates that govern the import,
export, and re-export of protected species.

The agreement categorizes species into three appendices based on their
conservation status and trade restrictions.

Appendix | includes species threatened with extinction, and trade is strictly regulated
or prohibited.

Appendix Il includes species that may become endangered if trade is not controlled,
and permits are required for trade.

Appendix Il includes species protected in at least one country, which requests the
cooperation of other parties to regulate trade.

These authorities assess the conservation status of species, issue permits, conduct

inspections, and enforce the regulations.

Parties are encouraged to collaborate and share information to ensure effective

implementation of the agreement.



Poaching for ivory.

} Threats faced by African elephants

Habitat loss and fragmentation.
African elephants

Anti-poaching efforts and law enforcement.
} Conservation measures for African elephants
Conservation initiatives to protect their habitats.

Commercial whaling.
} Threats faced by blue whales

Ocean pollution and noise disturbance.
Blue whales

International regulations on whaling

' } Conservation measures for blue whales Definition and purpose of CITES Appendix 1 <

Conservation programs to reduce pollution and mitigate noise impacts

Habitat destruction and fragmentation.
> Threats faced by mountain gorillas
lllegal wildlife trade.

Examples of species listed in CITES Appendix 1

Criteria for inclusion in CITES Appendix 1
Overview of CITES Appendix 1

Mountain gorillas

Protected areas and national parks.
} Conservation measures for mountain gorillas
Community-based conservation projects.

Loss of prey species.
} Threats faced by snow leopards
lllegal poaching for their fur.

Importance of CITES Appendix 1

CITES Appendix 1

Snow leopards

International initiatives to protect their habitats.
} Conservation measures for snow leopards
Anti-poaching efforts and community engagement.

Trade restrictions on species listed in CITES Appendix 1

Some species have shown population recovery due to CITES Appendix 1.
> Success stories and challenges

Challenges include illegal trade and enforcement issues.

Strengthening regulations and enforcement mechanisms.
} Potential future developments
Expanding the scope of protection for additional species.

Conservation efforts for species listed in CITES Appendix 1

Global impact and future prospects of CITES Appendix
1

R1ac

Species included in CITES Appendix 1 meet specific criteria <

Conservation and protection of endangered species {

CITES Appendix 1 is a list of endangered species.

Its purpose is to protect and regulate trade of these species.

They are threatened with extinction.

Their trade is heavily regulated to ensure their survival.
CITES Appendix 1 plays a crucial role in conserving species at risk.

It helps prevent further decline in their populations.

CITES Appendix 1 promotes collaboration among countries to address the illegal
wildlife trade.

International cooperation and trade regulations

It sets restrictions and permits for the trade of endangered species.

International trade of these species is highly regulated.
Strict permits and documentation are required for their trade.
Species in CITES Appendix 1 receive increased conservation attention.

Governments and organizations focus on protecting their habitats and promoting their
recovery.
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Export permits may be required International trade of species listed under Appendix 2 is allowed, but regulated }

Trade must not be detrimental to the survival of the species

Provides the list of species that are not necessarily threatened with extinction, but still

Introduction require regulation

Appendix 2 provides an important tool for protecting species that are not yet at the
brink of extinction, but still face threats from trade

Conservation Impact

Helps prevent the future decline of species by addressing unsustainable trade

- Purpose Ensures trade does not endanger the survival of the listed species
practices

CITES Appendix 2

. Can designate species as requiring permits for international trade
Implementatlon Countries are responsible for managing the trade of species within their territories <
Global Cooperation Monitoring and reporting trade activities

Based on scientific assessment and population status

CITES facilitates international cooperation to regulate trade and ensure conservation
efforts are effective

Sharing information and best practices Countries work together to monitor and enforce regulations for species listed under

Collaborating on enforcement actions Appendix 2

Includes both plants and animals

Spe cies Listin g Appendix 2A: Species threatened by trade that requires export permits
Constant monitoring and reassessment of species listing is necessary to adapt to

changing conservation needs Appendix 2B: Species for which there should be a management system to ensure

Future Challenges Species are listed under three different categories trade does not become incompatible with their survival

Cooperation between law enforcement agencies and conservation organizations is Strengthening enforcement mechanisms and addressing illegal trade are ongoin . . . . . e .
cru cFi)aI 9 9 E— challe% ges 9 9 1leg going Appendix 2C: Species that require regulation only in specific situations or for certain
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Considered the last Tirthankara (spiritual teacher)
} Follow the teachings of Mahavira
Advocate for non-violence and compassion

Seek spiritual enlightenment and liberation

} Engage in meditation and self-reflection
Practice internal reflection and introspection

Believe in the concept of cause and effect

} Acknowledge the importance of karma
Strive to minimize negative karma

Live in monastic communities

} Maintain a strong sense of community

Engage in communal activities and rituals

Spread the message of non-violence and truth
} Promote Jain ideals and principles
Advocate for harmony and empathy with all beings

Both Digambara and Svetambara traditions:

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Digambara (sky clad ascetics) and
Svetambara (white robed ascetics)

Digambara ascetics:

Symbolize their detachment from worldly possessions
Live a minimalist lifestyle
Wear no clothes
Completely renounce materialism
Strive for ultimate liberation from karma
Believe that shedding clothes removes all worldly attachments
Emphasize nudity as a means of liberation {
Nakedness represents the soul in its pure form
Practice austerities and self-control
Maintain strict discipline and celibacy Abstain from sexual activity
Channel their energy towards spiritual growth
Worship goddesses and female deities

Believe in the divine feminine principle {
Reverence for the power of female energy

Indicate purity and cleanliness
Wear white robes Considered practical in daily life
Symbolize the ascetic's commitment to spiritual growth

Use a simple begging bowl and a broom
Allow the use of basic possessions
Carry minimal personal belongings

Clothes protect the body from harsh elements
Believe in the necessity of external coverings
Reflects modesty and adherence to societal norms

Emphasize the study of scriptures and texts
Value knowledge and education
Frequent debates and discussions

May consume food after sunset
Hold a less strict view on rules and observances
Have flexibility in dietary restrictions
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Originated in ancient India 6th century BCE

Founded by Mahavira 24th Tirthankara

Ahimsa Vedic culture
Truthfulness Influenced by earlier religious traditions <
Sramanic movements
Non-stealing Five vows (Mahavratas)
Chastity

Fundamental principle
Nonviolence (Ahimsa) {
Avoiding harm to all living beings

Concept of cause and effect
Karma {
Determines one's future experiences

Avoidance of possessiveness
Non-attachment (Aparigraha) {
Liberates the soul from worldly attachments

Ethics and Morality

Non-attachment

Practical moral principles
} Conduct guidelines (Anuvrats)
Cultivating purity of mind and action

Beliefs and Principles

Sky-clad monks
} Digambara

Equality of men and women

Jainism

Sects and Divisions

White-clad monks

Focusing the mind
Meditation <

Achieving self-realization

Offerings and devotional practices
Rituals and Prayers <
Seeking spiritual enlightenment

Engaging in self-discipline
Asceticism <
Denying physical pleasures

Slightly more flexible in rules

Spiritual Practices

Diaspora communities
} Global spread
Jain temples worldwide

Advocacy for nonviolence
} Social and environmental activism
Preservation of natural resources

Modern Jainism

Sacred Jain texts
Agamas <

Teachings and doctrines

Explains Jain philosophy
Tattvartha Sutra
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Comprehensive Jain scripture



Outlines roles and responsibilities of government agencies

Aimed at providing a legal framework for disaster management Emphasizes the importance of proactive measures

Establishes a structure for planning, response, and recovery < Encourages coordination between different stakeholders

. Includes provisions for disaster risk reduction and mitigation < _ o . _
Disaster Management Act of 2005: Key legislation for managing disasters in India Provides guidelines for preparing disaster management plans

Prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery
Covers all phases of disaster management {

Focuses on a holistic approach to disaster management < Promotes a multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral approach

Encourages community participation and capacity-building Enhances the role of local authorities and communities

Disaster Manageme nt Act of 2005 and the Allows for the inspection of ships, trains, and other means of transport

Provides necessary powers to the government

Epldemlc Diseases Act of 1897 Enables isolation and quarantine of infected individuals

Aimed at controlling the spread of epidemic diseases
\ Disinfection of infected areas and public spaces
Empowers the government to take necessary measures

Originated from the bubonic plague outbreak in Bombay Regulation of public gatherings and movements

Authorizes the government to issue necessary regulations

Facilitates the mobilization of resources for disease management
Enables the appointment of people with specific responsibilities Medical officers, health inspectors, and other officials
Enacted during the British rule in India
Provided legal basis for lockdowns and movement restrictions
Used during various disease outbreaks in the country Including the recent COVID-19 pandemic Enabled contact tracing and quarantine measures

Continues to be relevant in managing public health emergencies Supported the implementation of public health guidelines

Can-he adapted and modified as per the requirements of the situation



Definition and purpose of the Covenant

Right to work and fair wages
Right to social security

Economic rights Right to an adequate standard of living
Right to health

Right to education

Right to family and protection of children
Right to an adequate standard of living for individuals and families
Key provisions Social rights Right to housing

// Historical background

Right to enjoy cultural life and participate in cultural activities

Right to access information and media

Right to participate in cultural life
International Covenant on Economic, o Right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress
SOCiaI a nd C u Itu ral ng htS Cultural rights Right to benefit from intellectual property
Right to access and participate in cultural heritage

Right to cultural expression

States' obligations under the Covenant
Role of the United Nations
Implementation and monitoring mechanisms

State reporting and review process
Optional Protocol and individual complaints mechanism
Enforcement and accountability issues
Economic disparities and unequal access to rights
Challenges and criticisms Cultural relativism and clash of rights
Lack of awareness and understanding of the Covenant
Limitations in addressing emerging issues and advancements
Potential for promoting human rights and development
Importance of international cooperation and collaboration
Conclusion and future prospects

Calls for further ratification and implementation

Prospects for strengthening the Covenant in the future



It involves practicing asceticism, meditation, and
introspection to detach oneself from the material world.

Through the process of renunciation, individuals strive
to attain spiritual enlightenment and realize their true
nature.

Mahabhinishkrama is not limited to a specific religion
or belief system, as the quest for spiritual liberation
transcends religious boundaries.

The concept is rooted in the belief that true happiness
and fulfillment can only be achieved by renouncing

transient worldly attachments.

Mahabhinishkrama serves as a reminder to detach
ourselves from the materialistic pursuits that often
cause suffering and dissatisfaction.

It encourages individuals to seek inner peace and
contentment through spiritual practices and self-
realization.

In conclusion, Mahabhinishkrama is a concept that
emphasizes the renunciation of worldly desires in
pursuit of spiritual enlightenment, ultimately leading to
liberation and transcendence.
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Mahabhinishkrama

Mahabhinishkrama, also known as the Great
Renunciation, is a concept in Hinduism.

It refers to the renunciation of worldly attachments and
desires in pursuit of spiritual enlightenment.

This concept is often associated with the life of Lord
Buddha, who renounced his royal life to seek ultimate
truth.

The Great Renunciation is considered a significant
milestone in one's spiritual journey.

It signifies the transcendence of mundane desires and
the pursuit of higher consciousness.

In the context of Mahabhinishkrama, renunciation
involves detachment from material possessions and
the relinquishment of ego.

By renouncing worldly attachments, one aims to attain
spiritual liberation and freedom from the cycle of birth
and death.

The path of Mahabhinishkrama requires discipline,
self-control, and a deep understanding of the
impermanence of worldly pleasures.
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Definition A legal protection for distinctive marks used in commerce

Can lead to legal consequences and damage the reputation of the mark owner Unauthorized use of a registered trademark

Assessing if the infringing mark may cause confusion among consumers

Likelihood of confusion Trademark infringement

Similarity of marks Factors considered in infringement cases

Establishes brand recognition and reputation Helps consumers identify and distinguish products or services

Comparing the overall appearance, sound, and meaning of the marks Benefits

Grants exclusive rights to the owner Prevents others from using similar marks in the same industry

Determining if the goods or services are related or in the same industry Goods or services offered

Word marks

Trademark Design marks

Consist of a single word or combination of words Easily recognizable but limited in scope

Registering trademarks in specific countries or regions Regional and national filing options

Incorporate logos, symbols, or unique visuals Provide visual identity and differentiation

Streamlines the registration process in multiple countries International registration through Madrid System Trademark protection internationally

Composite marks Combine word and design elements Offer both textual and visual representation

Adhering to the specific laws and regulations of each country or region Enforcement of trademark rights in different jurisdictions

Collective marks

Indicate membership or affiliation with a group or organization Promote unified identity and reputation

Allows for expansion of business and revenue streams Granting permission to others to use the trademark

Conduct a trademark search

Trademark licensing and assignment

Check for existing marks that may conflict with the proposed mark

Requires legal agreements to ensure proper transfer and protection Transferring ownership of the mark to another party Assignment of trademark rights

Submit a trademark application Include relevant details such as mark classification and specimen of use

Registration process Examination by the trademark office

Reviews the application for compliance with legal requirements

Publication for opposition

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal egisration and maiienance

Allows others to challenge the application within a specified period

If no opposition is filed, the mark will be registered and maintained by paying fees
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The Controller General plays a crucial role in ensuring the protection and

The Controller General is responsible for overseeing the entire process of patent, enforcement of intellectual property rights.
design, and trademark applications.

The Controller General of Patents, Designs, and

The Controller General is the ultimate authority for granting patents, registering

Trademarks is a key position in the field of intellectual designs, and trademark registrations.

In summary, the Controller General of Patents, Designs, property rights.

and Trademarks plays a crucial role in the protection
and enforcement of intellectual property rights,

The Controller General is appointed by the government and holds a high level of
expertise in the field of intellectual property laws.

including patents, designs, and trademarks. They are

The Controller General examines trademark applications for their distinctiveness and
likelihood of confusion with existing trademarks.

The Controller General maintains a register of trademarks for easy identification and
protection.

Trademarks help consumers identify and distinguish the source of goods or services.
Trademarks build trust, reputation, and goodwill for businesses.

Trademark registrations can include words, logos, slogans, sounds, and even colors.

responsible for examining applications, granting rights,
and ensuring legal protection for inventors, designers,

and businesses.

The Controller General is responsible for the registration of trademarks, which protect

the identity and branding of goods and services.

Trademark registrations provide exclusive rights to the owner and prohibit others from
using similar marks in the same industry.

Trademark infringement cases fall under the jurisdiction of the Controller General and
are subject to legal proceedings.

Trademarks

Controller General of Patents, Designs, and
Trademarks

\ S

The Controller General is responsible for the grant of patents, which provide exclusive

rights to inventors for their inventions.

Patents grant inventors the right to exclude others from using, making, or selling their
invention for a limited period.

The Controller General is responsible for the registration of designs, which protect
the visual appearance of a product.

Design registrations provide exclusive rights to the owner and prevent others from
using the design without permission.
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<

The Controller General examines patent applications to determine their novelty and
inventiveness.

The Controller General conducts thorough research and analysis before granting a
patent.

Patents encourage innovation and reward inventors for their contributions to society.

Patents provide legal protection and create an incentive for inventors to disclose their
inventions to the public.

Patents can be granted for products, processes, or improvements of existing
inventions.

The Controller General examines design applications to ensure they are new and
distinctive.

The Controller General considers various factors like aesthetics, functionality, and
originality in design registrations.

Design registrations help businesses differentiate their products and create a unique
brand identity.

Design registrations encourage creativity and originality in product design.

Design registrations can be obtained for a wide range of products, including
industrial designs and ornamental designs.
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Provisions for assignment and licensing of trademarks.
Enacted to provide robust protection to trademarks in India.

Sets forth requirements and restrictions for transfer. Assignment and Licensing
Backg round Consolidates and amends law relating to trademarks.
Governs rights and obligations of assignees and licensors.
Replaces the old Trademarks Act, 1958.

Outlines the process for renewal of trademark registrations.
Defines various terms, including trademark, certification mark, etc.
Provides for restoration of lapsed registrations. Renewal and Restoration Definitions

Provides clarity on the scope and applicability of the Act.

Specifies time limits and requirements for renewal.

Procedure for registration of trademarks outlined.
Aligns the Act with international trademark treaties.

Facilitates adherence to global trademark standards. International Treaties Trademark Act, 1999

Enhances protection of trademarks in cross-border scenarios.

Registration of Trademarks Specifies requirements and documents necessary for registration.

Establishes the role of the Registrar of Trademarks.

Grants exclusive rights to registered trademark owners.
Establishes offenses related to trademark violations. ) )
. Rights and Remedies Provides for infringement actions and remedies.
Prescribes penalties and punishments for such offenses. Offenses and Penalties
Outlines defenses and exceptions for infringement.

Aims to deter infringement and protect trademark rights.

Recognizes and protects well-known trademarks.
The Trademarks Act, 1999, is a comprehensive legislation.

Well-Known Trademarks Specifies factors for determining the well-known status.

Sets the framework for trademark protection in India.
Offers additional protection to such trademarks.
Encourages innovation and brand development.
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Buddhism emphasizes the importance of compassion, mindfulness, and moral
conduct.

The goal of Buddhism is the attainment of nirvana, a state of liberation from suffering
and rebirth.

Buddhist practices include meditation, ethical living, and the study of Buddhist
scriptures.

Buddhism influenced the development of various schools of thought and practices.

The Buddha's emphasis on personal experience and direct insight continues to
inspire seekers of truth.

His teachings on compassion and non-violence have had an enduring influence on
humanity.

The teachings of Gautama Buddha spread throughout

Asia and continue to guide millions of people.

Gautama Buddha's teachings have had a profound

impact on philosophy, spirituality, and society.
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Gautama Buddha, also known as Siddhartha Gautama,

was the founder of Buddhism.

At the age of 29, Gautama renounced his worldly
possessions and set out on a spiritual journey.

Gautama Buddha

Gautama achieved enlightenment, becoming the

Buddha, the awakened one.
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He was born in 563 BCE in Lumbini, present-day Nepal.
Siddhartha was born into a wealthy and privileged family.
His father, King Suddhodana, ruled the Shakya kingdom. <
He lived a sheltered life within the palace walls.

Siddhartha was deeply affected by the suffering he witnessed outside the palace.

He sought to understand the root cause of suffering and find a path to liberation.
However, he realized that extreme deprivation did not lead to enlightenment.
Gautama practiced severe asceticism for six years. {
He decided to adopt a middle path between extremes.

Gautama sat under a Bodhi tree and meditated for 49 days.

The first truth is the existence of suffering (dukkha).
The second fruth is the origin of suffering (samudaya), which is craving.

He discovered the Four Noble Truths. The third truth is the cessation of suffering (nirodha), attainable through the cessation
of craving.

The fourth truth is the path that leads to the cessation of suffering, known as the
Noble Eightfold Path.

The Buddha taught his insights and the path to enlightenment to others.
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Jainism is one of the oldest religions in the world

Non-violence is a key principle in Jainism

Jain temples and pilgrimage sites are dedicated to the
worship and commemoration of Mahavira.

He was the founder of Jainism Mahavira's teachings focused on non-violence and spiritual enlightenment <

Mahavira advocated for the protection and care of all living beings

Mahavira renounced worldly possessions and led an ascetic life

Mahavira's philosophy continues to inspire millions of . N ¢ _ _ : L - :
followers worldwide Mahavira was a sp|r|tua| leader Mahavira's life was marked by austerity and self- He practiced intense meditation and fasting

discipline Mahavira achieved enlightenment and became a Tirthankara

According to Jainism, liberation from the cycle of birth and death can be attained

through seff-realization and detachment Jainism emphasizes the idea of karma and the cycle of Mahavira's teachings are recorded in sacred texts
The principle of karma states that every action has consequences and affects one's birth and death called "agamas"
future
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AT1 bonds have a loss-absorption mechanism, which allows for the conversion or
write-down of the bonds' principal in case of a specified trigger event. AT1 bonds are a type of debt instrument issued by banks.

Loss-absorption mechanism Definition and purpose

This mechanism helps protect taxpayers and other stakeholders in case of a bank's
distress.

They are designed to strengthen a bank's capital position.

) ) ) AT1 bonds have perpetual maturity, meaning they have no fixed repayment date.
AT1 bonds carry higher risks compared to other debt instruments. >_m_~
et ~ They can be called by the issuer after a specified period.
Investors may face losses if the issuer experiences financial difficulties. Additional Tier-1 (AT1 ) bonds y Y P P
The coupon payments on AT1 bonds are discretionary, depending on the issuer's
financial performance.

The market for AT1 bonds has grown in recent years, with increased issuance from
banks.

Investor demand for higher-yielding instruments has contributed to the popularity of
AT1 bonds.

AT1 bonds fulfill regulatory capital requirements under Basel |1l framework.

Market trends and outlook Regulatory requirements

They qualify as Tier-1 capital for banks.

Regulatory changes and evolving market conditions can impact the outlook for AT1
bonds.
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Price of the underlying asset: Higher asset prices increase the value of call options.

Volatility: Higher volatility leads to higher option prices, as it increases the likelihood
of large price movements.

Factors influencing call option prices

Time to expiration: Longer expiration periods increase the value of call options.

Interest rates: Higher interest rates decrease call option prices.
A call option is a financial contract that gives the holder the right, but not the
Definition obligation, to buy an underlying asset at a specified price, known as the strike price,
within a certain period of time.

Dividends: Higher dividend payouts decrease call option prices.

Long call: Buying a call option with the expectation of the underlying asset's price
Increasing. The buyer of a call option pays a premium to the seller, who is obligated to sell the

Covered call: Selling a call option while holding the underlying asset to generate asset if the buyer decides to exercise the option.
income from the premium. The buyer has the potential to profit from an increase in the price of the underlying

asset, as they can buy it at a lower price than market value.

Basic characteristics

Trading strategies using call options

Bull call spread: Combining a long call option with a short call option at a higher strike
price to limit potential losses and costs. The seller of the call option has the potential for unlimited losses if the price of the

underlying asset rises significantly.

Protective call: Buying a call option as insurance against a potential decline in the

value of long positions. Call Optlon

Strike price: The predetermined price at which the buyer can purchase the

Limited lifespan: Call options expire, and if the underlying asset's price doesn't reach underlying asset.

the strike price, the option becomes worthless.

Components of a call option

Potential loss of premium: If the call option is not exercised, the buyer loses the exercise their right.

premium paid. Risks associated with call options

Market volatility: Rapid price movements can result in significant losses for both
buyers and sellers of call options.

The payoff of a call option depends on the price of the underlying asset at the
expiration date compared to the strike price.

If the price of the underlying asset is higher than the strike price, the buyer can
exercise the option and profit from the price difference.

Payoff and profit
Speculation on price appreciation: Traders can use call options to profit from

anticipated price increases in stocks or other assets. The profit for the buyer is the payoff minus the premium paid for the option.

Risk management: Investors can use call options to hedge against potential losses in

their investment portfolios. Examples of call option usage

Income generation: Selling call options can provide income for investors who are
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Expiry date: The date on which the call option contract expires and the buyer must
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Introduction

Lack of enforcement mechanism

Some businesses use it for reputation management without real commitment

Inclusion of companies with controversial practices raises questions

Partnerships and Initiatives
Annual Communication on Progress (COP) required from participants . . .
Reporting and Communication
Transparency and accountability emphasized

United Nations Global Compact plays a crucial role in advancing responsible
business practices

Collaboration with other UN entities and initiatives

Focus on key issues such as climate change, gender equality, and human rights
advocacy

United Nations Global Compact

It provides a platform for dialogue and collaboration between businesses and other
stakeholders Participants

Benefits
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Ten Principles

Created in 2000
Voluntary initiative

Aims to promote responsible business practices

Respect and support human rights
Human rights {
Avoid complicity in human rights abuses

Uphold freedom of association and collective bargaining
Labour {

Eliminate all forms of forced and child labor

Support a precautionary approach to environmental challenges
Environment {

Encourage the development and diffusion of environmentally friendly technologies

Combat corruption in all its forms
Anti-Corruption {
Promote transparency, accountability, and anti-corruption measures

UN Secretary-General's initiative
Global Compact Office oversees the initiative

Local networks facilitate implementation at the country level

Companies from various sectors

Non-business entities, including civil society organizations, labor unions, and
academic institutions

Access to a global network of stakeholders
Sharing of best practices and expertise

Opportunity to contribute to sustainable development goals



Carries out the day-to-day work of the organization
Provides support to other UN organs and member states

Coordinates efforts to address global challenges

International Court of Justice

Principal judicial organ of the UN
Settles legal disputes between states
Consists of 15 judges elected by the General Assembly and the Security Council

Ensures compliance with international law

Peacekeeping operations in conflict zones

Promotion of human rights and sustainable development

Global efforts to combat poverty, hunger, and disease

Addressing climate change and environmental protection

Striving for gender equality and empowerment of women

Current challenges include conflicts, terrorism, and humanitarian crises
Need for reforms to enhance efficacy and representation

Conclusion: The United Nations plays a crucial role in addressing global challenges
and maintaining international peace, although it faces various challenges that require
ongoing efforts and reforms.

Administrative arm of the UN

Led by the Secretary-General
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Founded in 1945

Committed to maintaining international peace and security

Composed of 193 member states
Purpose and Structure

Consists of six main organs: General Assembly, Security Council, Economic and
Social Council, Secretariat, International Court of Justice, and Trusteeship Council
(inactive)

Each member state has one vote in the General Assembly

Secretariat

Main deliberative and policymaking organ

All member states represented

General Assembly Discusses and makes recommendations on international issues

Approves the UN budget

Decisions on important issues require a two-thirds majority

United Nations

Responsible for maintaining international peace and security

Composed of 15 members (5 permanent, 10 non-permanent)

Permanent members: China, France, Russia, UK, and USA

Non-permanent members elected by the General Assembly for two-year terms

Can impose sanctions and authorize military action

Achievements and Challenges

Deals with economic, social, and environmental issues

Consists of 54 member states elected by the General Assembly
Economic and Social Council

Cooperates with specialized agencies, such as the World Bank and the World Health
Organization

Promotes international cooperation and development
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|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Created one of the largest empires in history

Spread Greek culture and language throughout his conquered territories : . o
Legacy and |mpact Born in Pella, Macedonia in 356 BC

Established Alexandria as a center of learning and trade Son of King Philip Il and Queen Olympias

Inspired future conquerors, such as Julius Caesar and Napoleon Bonaparte Tutored by the philosopher Aristotle

Marries multiple times and has several children Becomes king of Macedonia at age 20 after his father's assassination

Shows great loyalty to his companions, the "Companions of Alexander"

Rise to power Consolidates his rule by eliminating potential rivals

Personal life Alexander

Possesses a strong belief in his own divine guidance and immortality Begins his military campaigns to expand his empire

Dies in Babylon in 323 BC at the age of 32

Conquers Greece and takes control of city-states

Some see him as a visionary leader who united diverse cultures Milit ¢ Defeats the Persian Empire and becomes ruler of Asia Minor
. . . " Iitary conquests
Others view him as a ruthless conqueror driven by personal ambition ry Conquers Egypt and founds the city of Alexandria

Historical debates and interpretations

Debate continues over his strategy and tactics in military campaigns

His influence on subsequent military leaders remains a topic of study Rl |academy \ I nd |alS M OSt Popular U PSC_CSE POrtal

Marches into India, crossing the Indus River, before his troops mutiny
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Comprised of central banks and regulatory authorities from different countries
Established in 1974 <

Aimed at maintaining stability and integrity in the global banking system
Different interpretations and approaches by national regulators

International banking standards created by the Basel
Committee on Banking Supervision

} Inconsistent implementation across countries

_ _ Expanded on Basel | by integrating credit and operational risk management
Variation in capital requirements and risk weightings Basel Il introduced in 2004 <

Implemented risk-based capital requirements

Banks finding ways to exploit loopholes or reduce regulatory burdens

Criticisms of Basel norms Updated periodically to adapt to changing market conditions Strengthened capital and liquidity requirements for banks

> Potential for regulatory arbitrage and unintended consequences
Unintended impacts on lending and economic growth

. . . . - Higher capital and liquidity buffers
Difficuly in keeping up with technological advancements and innovation Basel Il introduced in response to the global financial crisis of 2008

> Insufficient coverage of emerging risks and rapidly changing financial landscape Countercyclical capital buffer

Need for continuous updates and revisions to address new challenges Introduced macroprudential policies to mitigate system-wide risks

Leverage ratio

Basel norms

Liquidity coverage ratio
Overall, Basel norms have played a crucial role in
shaping and improving the global banking system.

) " " Banks required to maintain higher capital levels to absorb potential losses
While they have enhanced the resilience and stability Increased focus on risk management and capital adequacy

Improved risk assessment and mitigation strategies

of banks, there are ongoing challenges and criticisms
that need to be addressed for effective implementation - Reduced probability of bank failures
'\ X

_ys . . Enhanced stability and resilience of the banking system
and adaptability to evolving risks. Y 9y

Lower systemic risks
Increased compliance costs

Challenges faced by banks in complying with Basel norms Complex regulations requiring advanced risk measurement and management systems

R | IaCademy N I ﬂdla'S M OSt Popu I ar U PSC_CSE PO rtal Potential impact on profitability due to higher capital requirements
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Improved credit assessment and monitoring

Effective loan recovery mechanisms Definition of NPAs

Reasons for the creation of NPAs

Restructuring and rescheduling of loans Measures to reduce NPAs

Introduction to NPAs
Strengthening risk management practices Impact of NPAs on the banking system

Stringent regulations and guidelines Importance of managing NPAs effectively

NPA management policies and frameworks Substandard assets

Collaboration with borrowers Doubtful assets

Classification of NPAs

Provisioning and write-off procedures Role of banks in man aging NPAs Loss assets

Asset reconstruction companies Criteria for classification

Disposal of NPAs through auctions and sales

Non-performing Assets (NPAs)

Economic factors

Establishment of asset reconstruction companies Business-related factors

Causes of NPAs

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) Management-related factors

Government initiatives to tackle NPAs External factors

Recapitalization of banks
Formation of oversight committees

Promoting transparency and accountability Financial implications for banks
Impact on profitability
Consequences of NPAs Risk of capital erosion

Potential threat to the stability of banks
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Alexander led his army to victory against the Persian forces
Battle of Granicus was the first major battle <
Established his dominance over Anatolia

Alexander defeated the Persian king Darius |1l

Battle of Issus was a significant battle in the invasion < _ _ o
Invasion of Persia marked a major turning point in Gained control over Syria and Phoenicia

Alexander's campaign

Alexander laid siege to the island city for several months
Siege of Tyre was a notable event during the invasion <
Eventually captured and destroyed Tyre

Alexander defeated Darius Il once again
Battle of Gaugamela was a decisive battle <
Established his rule over Babylon and Mesopotamia

Alexander faced King Porus and his army

Invasion Of Alexander undergone Battle of Hydaspes was a significant clash {

numerous battles and conquests

Emerged victorious, but faced increased resistance

: : : Alexander captured several cities and regions
Invasion of India expanded Alexander's empire further Campaign in the Indus Valley led to further conquests {

Extended his empire to the easternmost borders
Exhausted and facing dissent among his troops

Return journey marked the end of the invasion <
Alexander decided to turn back towards Persia

Invasion of Alexander reshaped the political landscape

of the ancient world.

SE Portal
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Definition of loan write-off

Assessment of the loan's collectability

Approval from the bank's management

Process of loan write-off

Adjustment of the bank's financial records
Communication with the borrower regarding the write-off

Reporting the write-off to relevant regulatory authorities

Reasons for loan write-off

Relief from debt burden

Loan write-off

Negative impact on credit score and credit history Impact of loan write-off on borrowers

Potential difficulty in obtaining future loans

Stringent loan approval process

Regular monitoring and evaluation of borrower's financial situation

Measures to prevent loan write-off
Loan recovery efforts through legal actions or negotiations

Implementation of risk management strategies

Types of loan write-off
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Partial loan write-off

Loan write-off is a process where a lender declares a loan as uncollectible and
removes it from their financial records.

Non-payment by borrowers
Bankruptcy of borrowers
Insufficient collateral
Fraudulent activities by borrowers
Allows banks to clean up their balance sheets
Advantages of loan write-off Reduces non-performing assets

Provides tax benefits in certain cases

Loss of revenue for the lender
Disadvantages of loan write-off <
May lead to a negative impact on the lender's financial reputation

Portion of the loan amount is forgiven, and the remaining debt is still payable by the
borrower.

Entire loan amount is forgiven, and the borrower is no longer obligated to repay the

Full loan write-off ——— debt.
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It involves understanding public opinion, engaging with stakeholders, and managing
crises. They had a key role in leading armies and ensuring victory in battles.

} Political Strategos focuses on developing effective policies and campaigns. Strategos were responsible for planning and executing military strategies. <

Political Strategos aim to achieve political objectives and gain popular support. Strategos plays a significant role in political and The term "Strategos" refers to a high-ran king miIitary Their main focus was on coordinating troops, logistics, and tactics.
_ _ . - - o diplomatic strategies as well. officer in ancient Greece i i i i i
It includes promoting national interests, resolving conflicts, and forging alliances. D|plomat|'c Strategos involves negotiating and maintaining favorable relationships with The title of Strategos was held by influential leaders like Pericles and Alexander the
other nations. Great.
Strategos
™ summary, Strategos can be seen as a multifaceted & . . . It involves setting goals, formulating plans, and making critical decisions.
o i . In modern business, Strategos refers to strategic leadership and management. ) » )
concept that encompasses military, business, political, Strategos also encompasses analyzing market trends, competition, and risk
. . . . . t.
and diplomatic strategies. It involves strategic assessmen
plan ning, Ieadership, and decision_making to achieve The role of a Strategos in business is to guide and steer the organization towards

success.

desired outcomes in different domains. _ e
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Ball made of leather or synthetic materials
Played with a round ball <

Chants, songs, and cheers Size and weight vary depending on age
} Fans and supporters

Team colors and merchandise

Consists of 11 players on each team

A popular sport played worldwide Two teams compete against each other <

Iconic venues and architecture o
} Football stadiums Football culture and traditions
Atmosphere during matches

Victory parades and trophy presentations
> Celebrations and rituals
Player celebrations after scoring goals

Different positions on the field

By getting the ball into the opponent's net
Objective is to score goals <
Goals awarded when the ball crosses the goal line

Goalkeeper, defenders, midfielders, forwards

Similar games played in ancient China and Greece
Origins date back to ancient civilizations {

Live broadcasts, highlights, analysis Ancient Mesoamerican cultures had ball games
} Extensive media coverage

Sports journalism and commentating

Movies, documentaries, and TV shows
} Football in popular culture
Influence on fashion and music

Formation of the Football Association (FA)
Football and media

i Modern football started in England in the 19th century {
HlStOI'y of football First set of rules established in 1863

British influence during colonial times
Spread of football globally {

International competitions and leagues established {
Scandals and investigations Football
} Match-fixing and corruption
Efforts to combat corruption

FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association)
UEFA (Union of European Football Associations)

Red cards, suspensions, fines

_ Millions of fans and players
} Player misconduct and disciplinary issues Football controversies and challenges Most popular sport worldwide <
Fair play initiatives and campaigns

High viewership for major tournaments

Transcends borders and cultures
Football clubs and rivalries <
Fierce rivalries between teams

Generates economic revenue
Social and economic impact <

Brings people together and builds communities

FIFA World Cup, UEFA Champions League
Gender disparities

> Inequality and discrimination in football

Racial and ethnic discrimination

Popularity of football

VAR (Video Assistant Referee) system
>— Technological advancements
Goal-line technology

Efforts to make football more eco-friendly
} Sustainability and climate change Future of football
Reducing carbon footprint of stadiums and events

Changes in rules and regulations
> Evolution of the game
Introduction of new competitions and formats

Passing, shooting, dribbling, tackling

Possession-based play, counter-attacks

Football techniques and skills Tactical formations and strategies <

Set pieces and attacking patterns

Training and conditioning
Physical fitness and endurance <
Importance of speed, agility, and strength

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



Semi-automated offside technology refers to a technological system used in sports,

Definition and purpose

Semi-automated offside technology improves the accuracy of offside calls by utilizing
video replays and computer-generated lines, reducing subjective errors made by
human referees.

Increased accuracy

The use of advanced technology allows for a relatively faster review process,
enhancing the speed of decision-making regarding offside offenses to minimize
interruptions to the flow of the game.

—— Quick decision-making ) . .
Benefits and considerations
There can be variations in how offside boundaries are interpreted, and the calibration

of the automated offside line must be accurate to ensure fair and consistent
decisions.

Video assistant referee (VAR)

Interpretation and calibration

Challenges and controversies
Despite technological assistance, offside decisions may still involve subjective

judgments and can lead to controversies, as the determination of offside often relies
on fine margins and delicate positioning.

Subjectivity and controversy

Semi-automated offside technology

Automated offside line

Continuous advancements in technology and ongoing refinement of the rules and
regulations for offside decisions would contribute to the effectiveness and
acceptance of semi-automated offside technology.

Refining technology and regulations

Future prospects and developments

The success and adoption of semi-automated offside technology in soccer could
lead to its potential incorporation in other sports, where similar challenges regarding
positional judgments exist.

Integration in other sports

Workflow and implementation

particularly in soccer, to determine and rule on offside offenses with the assistance
of advanced tools and human judgment.

It aims to enhance the accuracy and efficiency of offside decisions while
considering the limitations and subjectivity of the human referees.

VAR is a crucial component of semi-automated offside technology, which involves a
team of officials watching replays and providing real-time feedback to the on-field
officials regarding potential offside situations.

VAR uses multiple camera angles and video playback to assist in determining the
position of players at the time the ball was played, helping to assess offside offenses
more accurately.

An automated offside line is generated using computer algorithms, which digitally
superimposes a line across the field, aligned with the last defender, to determine the
offside boundary.

This technology enables a quick visualization of the offside position and assists in
evaluating split-second decisions, helping to minimize errors made by human
referees.

The referee and assistant referees make initial offside judgments based on their
observations during the game.

On-field decision-making process

If there is uncertainty or a potential offside situation, the VAR gets involved and
communicates with the on-field officials about reviewing the footage before making a
final decision.

The VAR team operates in a dedicated room equipped with video screens,
communication devices, and advanced software to support their assessments and
decisions.

VAR room and communication

They maintain constant communication with the on-field officials through headsets or
other communication channels to provide their analysis and recommendations in
real-time.
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. . Born in Kucha, now modern-day Xinjiang, China
Early life and upbringing

Enhanced understanding and appreciation of Buddhist teachings Son of a Brahmin from a kingdom in Central India

Influenced the development of Chinese Buddhist schools Impact on Chinese Buddhism

Helped establish Mahayana Buddhism as the predominant tradition Trained in various Buddhist and non-Buddhist traditions

Kuma raj iva Studies and spiritual journey Became a disciple of the renowned Buddhist scholar, Kumara Vijaya

Revered as one of the greatest Buddhist translators in history Immersed himself in the study of Buddhist scriptures

His translations continue to be widely studied and revered Legacy and recognition

Recognized as a key figure in the history of Chinese Buddhism Translated numerous Buddhist texts into Chinese

Major contributions

RIIaCademy N Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC'CSE Portal Played a crucial role in spreading Buddhism in China

Known for his accurate and eloquent translations
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Emphasizes compassion and the pursuit of enlightenment for all beings

Cultivating mindfulness, concentration, and insight Meditation

Developed as a distinct branch of Buddhism <

Believes in the existence of vast numbers of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas

Originated in India during the 1st century CE

Utilized to invoke the presence and teachings of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas Chanting and recitation

Practices and rituals

Spread across East Asia, including China, Korea, and Japan

Expressing devotion and generating positive karma Making offerings and prostrations

Visiting locations associated with important figures and events in Buddhist history Pilgrimages to sacred sites

Contains the Vinaya Pitaka, Sutra Pitaka, and Abhidharma Pitaka

Tripitak the "Three Baskets'

Focuses on faith and devotion to Amitabha Buddha g - O e 1Nree Daskets Offers guidelines for conduct, discourses of the Buddha, and philosophical analysis
. R . . Pure Land Buddhism respectively

Aims to be reborn in his Western Pure Land, a realm conducive to attaining

enlightenment

e

Additional texts beyond the Tripitaka

Mahayana sutras Lotus Sutra emphasizes the universality of Buddha nature

Mahayana Buddhism

Emphasizes direct i d meditati P
mphasizes direct experience and meditation > 2en Buddhism Schools and traditions

Seeks sudden awakening to one's true nature Include the Lotus Sutra, Heart Sutra, and Diamond Sutra

Heart Sutra explores the concept of emptiness

Incorporates elements of Bon, the pre-Buddhist religion of Tibet
} Tibetan Buddhism

Places importance on the Dalai Lama as a spiritual leader

Denotes the true nature of all phenomena
Sunyata or emptiness <
Inseparable from dependent origination and interconnectedness

Creation of statues, paintings, and mandalas depicting Buddhas and Bodhisattvas Development of Buddhist art

Bodhisattva ideal Motivated by compassion and vows to liberate all beings from suffering

Influence on art and culture

Inspiring works that explore Buddhist themes and teachings Influence on literature, poetry, and music

Key concepts and beliefs

Emphasis on skillful means

Shaping moral principles and perspectives on the nature of reality and existence Employing various methods to adapt to different individuals and circumstances

Impact on philosophy and ethics
Dharmakaya, the ultimate truth and reality

Three Bodies of the Buddha

Rifacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Sambhogakaya, the celestial Buddha body

Nirmanakaya, the physical manifestation of the Buddha in the world

Diamond Sutra delves into the nature of reality and perception

Bodhisattvas strive to attain enlightenment but postpone their own liberation to aid
others
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Buildings and infrastructure can collapse, trapping people
> Human casualties and injuries
Falling debris can cause injuries or fatalities

Destruction of buildings, bridges, roads, and utilities

Earthquakes impact various aspects of society and the
environment

> Property damage and economic losses Plates are massive and constantly shifting pieces of the Earth's lithosphere

Disruption of business operations and transportation systems Usually created by the movement of tectonic plates <

Natural disaster caused by the sudden release of

Collision or sliding between plates can lead to the accumulation of stress

Tsunamis are large ocean waves that can cause widespread destruction energy in the Earth's crust

Accumulated stress is released as seismic waves, causing an earthquake

: _ : Measured on the Richter scale, which quantifies the energy released
Can occur in various magnltudes
Magnitudes range from micro to mega earthquakes

Result from the release of stress between tectonic plates

} Tsunamis, landslides, and aftershocks can be triggered by earthquakes

Landslides and aftershocks can further compromise infrastructure

Building codes and regulations can ensure structures are earthquake-resistant

Early warning systems can provide vital seconds to minutes of warning Mitigation and preparedness measures can help Ea I'thquake:

Drop, cover, and hold on during an earthquake minimize the ImpaCt

>— Public education and awareness campaigns can inform about safety measures

Have emergency supplies and a family communication plan in place Tectonic earthquakes are the most common type <

Often occur along plate boundaries

Caused by the movement of magma beneath the surface

Studying the Earth's interior and plate tectonics Different types of earthquakes Volcanic earthquakes are linked to volcanic activity <

Can serve as a warning sign of an imminent volcanic eruption

Ongoing scientific research aims to deepen our
understanding of earthquakes

Monitoring seismic activity and using advanced prediction models L - - . .
Result from activities such as mining, drilling, or hydraulic fracturing

Developing technologies to detect earthquakes and improve response times Induced earthquakes are caused by human activities <

Rllacademy - Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Can occur in regions where the earth is already stressed
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Democratic republic with a presidential system
Multi-party system

Governance and administration at various levels
Struggles for political stability and corruption eradication

International relations and regional cooperation

Natural attractions such as beaches, mountains, and diving spots
Cultural heritage sites and historical landmarks
Rich biodiversity and national parks In d on eSi a

Popular destinations like Bali, Jakarta, and Yogyakarta

Developing tourism infrastructure and promoting ecotourism

Environmental issues and biodiversity conservation
Infrastructure development and connectivity among islands

Education and human resource development

Challenges and Future Outlook

Enhancing healthcare and social welfare systems

Economic diversification and sustainable growth

Role in regional diplomacy and global affairs

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Archipelago of more than 13,000 islands
Located in Southeast Asia
Geography Fourth-most populous country in the world

Home to various ecosystems and landscapes

Rich in natural resources

Early human migration to the region
Indianized kingdoms and trading ports

Arrival of Islam and Islamic kingdoms

Dutch colonization and independence struggle

Post-independence era and formation of the Republic of Indonesia

Diverse ethnic groups

Official language: Indonesian

Blend of indigenous and foreign cultural influences
Traditional arts and cuisines

Religious diversity with Islam as the majority

Agriculture as a significant sector

Abundant natural resources like oil, gas, and minerals
Manufacturing and processing industries

Growing service sector, including tourism

Challenges of income inequality and poverty alleviation
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The Greco-Bactrian Kingdom embraced both Greek and indigenous traditions and
customs.

Greek was the official language of the administration, but Bactrian and other local Culture and Society
languages were also spoken.

The Greco-Bactrian Kingdom was a Hellenistic state located in Central Asia.

Introduction

The kingdom was known for its vibrant art, architecture, and literature. It existed from the late 3rd century BC to the early 2nd century BC.

The Greco-Bactrian Kingdom had extensive contacts with the Maurya Empire in The kingdom was founded by Diodotus |, a Bactrian satrap of the Seleucid Empire.
India.
Diodotus | declared independence from the Seleucids and established his own
Th . . . . . . = = | .
ere were diplomatic exchanges and intermarriages between the two kingdoms. Contacts with the East Greco-Bactrian K|ngdom kingdom.
These interactions contributed to the spread of Hellenistic culture in the Indian The Greco-Bactrian Kingdom was influenced by both Greek and Iranian cultures.
subcontinent.
Under the reign of Demetrius |, the kingdom expanded its territory significantly.
Internal conflicts and external pressures gradually weakened the Greco-Bactrian ) ) )
Kingdom. Demetrius | conquered parts of modern-day Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
The Indo-Scythians eventually overran the kingdom and established their own rule. End of the Kingdom The kingdom became a major power in the region and established trade links with

India and China.

The fall of the kingdom marked the end of Greek presence in Central Asia. RIIaCademy \ Indlans MOSt Popular UPSC'CSE POI’ta|



Parthians, an Iranian people, overthrew the Seleucid Empire and established the
Parthian Empire.

Definition

Rise of the Parthians that existed in ancient India.

Indo-Parthians, led by Gondophares, invaded northwestern India and founded the
Parthian Kingdom of India.

Invasion of India

Indo-Parthians

Indo-Greeks refer to the Greco-Bactrian, Indo-Scythian, and Indo-Parthian kingdoms

Formation Established in the 3rd century BCE by Diodotus |, a Bactrian satrap.
Maintained diplomatic relations and trade connections with the Roman Empire. Promoted the spread of Hellenistic culture, art, and architecture in the Indian
: . . : L . Relations with Rome subconinent
Roman coins have been discovered in archaeological sites in the Indo-Parthian - Influence and Trade '
territories. P 4 Engaged in trade with China, Central Asia, and other neighboring regions.

Indo-Greeks
Indo-Greeks, Indo-Scythians, and Indo-Parthians played a significant role in the
cultural and artistic history of India.

Cultural Syncretism
Synthesized Greek, Iranian, Central Asian, and Indian influences, leading to the

development of Gandhara art.

Indo-Greeks and Indo-Scythians greatly influenced the spread and development of
Buddhism in the Indian subcontinent.

Invasion of India

Influence on Buddhism

Gradually assimilated into the local Indian population and lost their distinctive political
identities.

) Political Establishments
Decline

Indo-Scythians

Cultural Fusion

Introduced coinage system in India, blending Greek and Indian symbols and script.

Contributions

Patronized Buddhism and supported the construction of Buddhist stupas and
monasteries.

Nomadic tribes from Central Asia, known as the Scythians, invaded northwestern
India in the 2nd century BCE.

Established multiple Indo-Scythian kingdoms, such as the Apracharajas, Mathuras,
and the Northern Satraps.

Adopted certain Indian customs and religions, resulting in the amalgamation of
Scythian and Indian cultures.

Encouraged trade along the Silk Road and enhanced cultural exchange between the
East and West.
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Introduction The Ahom Kingdom was a medieval kingdom in present-day Assam, India.

Establishment The kingdom was established in 1228 by Sukapha, a Tai prince from Mong Mao.
. . . It conquered neighboring kingdoms and assimilated different ethnic groups.

Expansion and Consolidation The Ahom Kingdom expanded its territory through military campaigns. <
The kingdom reached its peak during the reign of Swargadeo Suhungmung.

The king, known as the Swargadeo, was the supreme ruler.

The Ahom dynasty ruled the kingdom for about 600 years.

This caste system determined a person's occupation and social status. Ahom society was divided into castes known as "phuns."

Society and Culture

Ahom language, dance, music, and festivals became an integral part of the kingdom.
Attacks by the Mughals and Burmese weakened the kingdom. . .
} Internal conflicts and invasions led to the decline of the Ahom Kingdom. Decline and Fall Ahom K|ngdom
The kingdom finally fell to the Burmese in 1819.

Their contributions can be seen in the art, literature, and architecture of the region. The Ahom Kingdom left a lasting impact on Assamese culture and history.
The Ahom dynasty's rule symbolizes the Assamese people's resilience and

sovereignty.

They adopted and blended various aspects of local Assamese culture. The Ahom people had a rich cultural heritage.

Sukapha led a group of Tai people to settle in the Brahmaputra Valley.

The Battle of Saraighat in 1671 marked a significant victory against the Mughals.

Integration of local cultures and languages contributed to its diversity.

Suhungmung conquered regions as far as Bengal and Manipur.

His authority was absolute, and he was revered as a deity.

Political Administration The Ahom Kingdom had a highly centralized administration. <

The kingdom was divided into administrative units called "sibs." Sibs were headed by "Borpatrogohain" and "Borphukan."

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular
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Conquered territories across India

} Expanded the Mughal Empire to its largest size
Fought several wars

Military and Expansion Mughal Emperor during the 17th century

Suppressed revolts
> Constant conflicts with Hindu kingdoms
Engaged in long-lasting battles

Aurangzeb

Praised by some for his military achievements

Criticized for his religious intolerance

Policies and Beliefs

Viewed as a complex and controversial figure

Legacy and Controversies

Left behind a large empire in decline

Contributed to the eventual downfall of the Mughal Empire.

Riiacademy - Tadia's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Known for strict Islamic policies

Implemented an orthodox agenda <

Son of Emperor Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal
Born in 1618 <
Ascended to the throne in 1658

Ruled for nearly 50 years

Banned many cultural practices

Encouraged the spread of Islam

Closed Hindu temples
Discouraged art and music

Imposed strict dress codes
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Reign in 1st century CE

Led successful campaigns against Greek and Sakas rulers

Known for his military achievements <
Expanded the Satavahana Empire's territory

Ruler of Satavahana Empire Encouraged development of literature and poetry
Patron of art and culture Supported scholars and artists
Promoted the use of Prakrit language

Built numerous temples and Buddhist stupas
Construction of monuments and cities <
Founded several cities, including Amaravati

Gautamiputra Satakarni

Revered as a great warrior and king
Contributed to the golden age of Indian history
Legacy and impact Inspired future generations of rulers

His administration and infrastructure development improved the lives of his subjects

R“academy - Ind|a S M Hlstrelgy marked enUﬁ@& &gﬁeﬁ for t_E Slatavahana Empire
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Formed in the Deccan region
Ruled from around 230 BCE to 225 CE <

Established their capital at Pratishthana (present-day Paithan)

Expanded their kingdom through conquests
Achieved significant political and military power {
Controlled a large territory in ancient India

Encouraged the development of architecture, sculpture, and literature
Known for their patronage of art and culture <
Supported the growth of Buddhism and Brahmanism

Benefited from the strategic location of their capital

Satavahanas Ancient Indian dynasty Engaged in both local and international trade {

Participated in trade with Roman Empire and Southeast Asia
Ruled under a central authority

Had a well-structured administration <
Divided their empire into provinces and appointed governors

Faced internal conflicts and foreign invasions

Declined by the end of the 2nd century CE {
Weakened by the Gupta Empire in the north

Influenced succeeding dynasties in terms of administration and art
Left a lasting impact on Indian history and culture

R | |academy \ I nd Ia'S M OSt Popu Iar U PSC—CSE lﬂ'xgi)rrcfigsland inscriptions provide valuable historical insights
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Income generation: Sustainable use of forest resources in CFR areas allows

communities to generate income through various activities. el ; ;
>— CFR areas promote livelihood improvement and poverty reduction among A CFR area refers to a designated forest land managed by a community or group.

communities.

Definition and significance

Diversification of livelihoods: Communities can diversify their income sources by
engaging in eco-tourism, handicraft production, and ecologically friendly enterprises. Livelihood improvement and poverty reduction

Strong links between CFR areas, livelihoods, and poverty reduction contribute to
sustainable development in local communities.

CFR areas are vital for sustainable forest management and community livelihoods.

CFR areas serve various purposes such as timber production, NTFP collection, and

Resource depletion: Unregulated resource extraction can lead to overexploitation and
grazing.

depletion of CFR resources.

Lack of capacity: Communities may need technical and financial support to

effectively manage CFR areas. Challenges faced in CFR areas require specific attention and interventions.

External threats: lllegal logging, encroachment, and conflicts can pose significant

challenges to the sustainability of CFR areas. Challenges ] e R e e Community ForeSt Resource (CFR) area

Strengthening governance and community participation CFR areas involve active community participation in decision-making and
management.

Building capacity through training and access to information

Community participation and governance

Recommendations for addressing challenges and enhancing CFR area management

Collaboration with government agencies and NGOs for monitoring and enforcement

Encouraging sustainable livelihood practices and income diversification within CFR efforts, and sustainable utilization.
areas

Community Forest Resource (CFR) areas are critical for sustainable forest

. A . . CFR areas play a crucial role in conserving biodiversity and maintaining ecological
management, conservation, livelihood improvement, and poverty reduction.

balance.

Effective management, community participation, and addressing challenges are
essential for the long-term sustainability of CFR areas and their multiple benefits.

Conservation and biodiversity

Sustainable forest management in CFR areas contributes to global efforts for

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal piodhersily conseration

Timber production: Communities can sustainably harvest timber for construction and
economic activities.

Non-Timber Forest Product (NTFP) collection: Communities gather products like
mushrooms, medicinal plants, and bamboo, fostering local income.

Grazing: CFR areas can support animal livestock grazing, promoting pastoral
activities within communities.

Community involvement: Local communities actively engage in planning and
implementing forest management practices.

Governance structure: CFR areas usually have a governance structure that includes
forest user groups and committees.

Participatory forest management enhances community ownership, conservation

Habitat preservation: Forest areas within CFRs provide habitats for various plant and
animal species.

Conservation practices: Communities implement conservation measures like
protection of endangered species and reforestation initiatives.
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Endemic flora and fauna can thrive without disturbances Provide revenue for the government

} Provide a safe haven for endangered species Generate income through timber harvesting and other activities <
Promote biodiversity conservation and genetic diversity . : Contribute to the economic development of the region
Protected areas established to conserve wildlife and natural resources Forest areas designated for commercial purposes

Limited access for visitors and tourists

Prevent illegal logging and overexploitation
> Restricted human activities to minimize habitat degradation Strict regulations and monitoring to ensure sustainable use <

Control hunting, fishing, and other extractive activities Preserve the ecological balance of the forest ecosystem

Revenue forest

Contain diverse flora, fauna, and geological features - Contains a significant number of trees and other biodiversity
} Preserve unique landscapes and ecosystems Retain the characteristics of a forest ecosystem
Represent important ecological regions or historical sites Support the overall ecological health of the area
Reserved for the conservation of natural and cultural heritage National parks Forest areas that do not have official forest status
Offer opportunities for outdoor activities and tourism Lack of formal recognition as a forest
> Managed to balance conservation and recreation Designated as deemed forest due to legal or administrative reasons

Implemented sustainable practices to minimize environmental impacts R | | aCad e my B I n d | arS M OSt P O p U I ar U PSC B CS E P O I’ta| Not included in official forest statistics or classification
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Built during the Vijayanagara Empire
Located within the royal enclosure <

An ancient archaeological structure in Hampi, India Represents the power and grandeur of the empire

Depict various mythological scenes and characters Also known as "Dasara Dibba" or "Mahanavami Platform”

Showcases the artistic skills of the artisans Detailed carvings and sculptures on the structure

Provides insights into the rich cultural heritage of the empire Consists of three ascending platforms

Mahanavami dibba Unique architectural features Each platform adorned with intricate carvings and motifs

Declared as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1986 Numerous steps leading to the topmost platform

Restoration and conservation works undertaken to protect the structure Preservation efforts and historical importance

Celebrated for nine days during Navaratri

Offers valuable insights into the architectural brilliance of ancient India Used as a ceremonial platform for the Mahanavami festival <

Signifi cance durin g the Vi J ayanagara Empire Marked by elaborate processions and cultural performances

Riiacademw,- India's Most Popular UF

Platform from where the king watched the festivities Demonstrated royal power and authority
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Thrived due to agriculture, trade, and commerce

Controlled important trade routes Founded by Harihara | and Bukka Raya |

Economic prosperity

Produced and exported various goods like textiles, spices, and precious stones Established in the 14th century in South India Named after its capital city, Vijayanagara

Attracted merchants from different parts of the world Flourished during the 15th and 16th centuries
Faced invasions and territorial disputes with neighboring kingdoms Ruled by a monarch, known as the Maharaja

Battled the Deccan Sultanates in the 15th century Divided into several provinces, each governed by a Nayaka

Challenges and conflicts Vijayanagar kingdom Political and administrative organization

Conflict with the Bahmani Sultanate Supported by a council of ministers and advisers

Eventually succumbed to the combined forces of the Deccan Sultanates in 1565 and Strong central administration

declined rapidly

Promoted Hinduism as the main religion
Remembered as a glorious and prosperous empire

Patronized art, literature, and architecture
Influenced the culture and architecture of South India

Religious and cultural significance
Constructed numerous temples, palaces, and other structures

Sacred pilgrimage sites and remains of ancient structures still exist
Supported scholars, artists, and musicians

Remembered in historical texts and literature

Rilacadémy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Accusations listed in a specified format
Chargesheet as a formal document presenting accusations <

. , _ Definition and purpose of chargesheet Accusations supported by evidence and witnesses
Provision for accused person's defense and legal representation

Purpose of chargesheet in legal proceedings
Opportunity for accused person to provide counter-evidence

Verification of the admissibility of evidence Ensuring fairness and protection of rights

Rights of the accused person during the trial

Accused person's identification details

Details of the alleged offense
Fairness in the evaluation of chargesheet in court

Components of a chargesheet Evidence supporting the allegations

Chargesheet

Witness statements and their relevance
Scrutiny by the legal authority for completeness and accuracy

Investigating officer's report and conclusions

Assessment of the strength of evidence and witness statements
Checking compliance with legal procedures and requirements Review and evaluation of chargesheet

Collection of evidence by the investigating officer
Decision on acceptance or rejection of chargesheet

Examination of witnesses and recording statements
Possible amendments or additions to the chargesheet

Process of filing a chargesheet Analysis of collected evidence and corroborating facts
Preparation of chargesheet by the investigating officer

Submission of chargesheet to the appropriate authority
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The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) is a legislation that governs the procedure
for the investigation and trial of criminal cases in a country.

The CrPC sets out the rights of the accused, the powers of law enforcement
agencies, and the rules to be followed during the criminal justice process.

Definition and Purpose

Once a judgment or order is passed, the CrPC outlines the procedure for its Its purpose is to ensure fair and efficient administration of justice while protecting the
execution. ’ rights of both the accused and the victims.

It covers various aspects such as the enforcement of fines and penalties, the arrest
and detention of the convicted, and the procedures for release on bail or parole.

Execution of Orders and Sentences

The CrPC lays down the procedure to be followed by law enforcement agencies
The CrPC also mandates the establishment and functioning of correctional during the investigation of criminal cases.

institutions for the rehabilitation of offenders. It provides guidelines for the arrest, search, and seizure of evidence, as well as the

recording of statements and collection of forensic evidence.

In cases involving international aspects, the CrPC provides for cooperation between
countries in the investigation and prosecution of crimes.

The CrPC also details the requirements for conducting identification parades and
handling of witnesses.

It sets out procedures for the extradition of accused persons and the mutual legal

assistance in matters such as gathering evidence and transferring prisoners. International CooPeratlon and Extradition

Once the investigation is completed, the CrPC outlines the procedure to be followed
during the trial of criminal cases.

Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)

The CrPC aims to facilitate international cooperation in combating transnational
crimes and ensuring justice is served across borders.

It covers various aspects such as the framing of charges, examination and cross-

Procedure for Trial examination of witnesses, and presentation of evidence.

The CrPC is subject to periodic amendments and revisions to address emerging
challenges and align with societal and legal developments.

The CrPC also sets out the rules for the recording of court proceedings, including
the maintaining of case records and the issuance of summons and warrants.

Amendments and Revisions

These amendments are aimed at improving the efficiency of the criminal justice
system, protecting the rights of all stakeholders, and addressing any loopholes or
shortcomings in the existing law.

The CrPC ensures that the accused is given a fair opportunity to defend themselves
by guaranteeing certain rights.

. 1 if These rights include the right to legal |, the righ inf f th
nghts of the Accused and the Victims ese rights include the right to legal counsel, the right to be informed of the

The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) provides a comprehensive framework for charges, and the right to a speedy and public frial.

the investigation and frial of criminal cases.

Furthermore, the CrPC provides for the protection and compensation of victims,
It ensures the fair administration of justice, protects the rights of the accused and the allowing them to participate in the frial and seek justice.

victims, and facilitates international cooperation in matters of criminal law.

The CrPC is a dynamic legislation subject to amendments and revisions to cater to

- : The CrPC establishes a mechanism for appeals and revision of criminal cases to
evolving legal and societal needs.

ensure the possibility of reviewing and rectifying any errors or injustices.

It sets out the grounds for appeals and specifies the procedure to be followed before

Appeals and Revision a higher court for seeking redress.

The CrPC also empowers the court to revise its own orders in case of any material

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal iregularity or ilegality.
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He was the third ruler of the Maurya Dynasty and one of the greatest Indian

Emperors.
Ashoka ruled from 268 to 232 BC.

Ashoka's reign was marked by a transformation from a conquering emperor to a
peaceful and compassionate ruler.

After a violent war, Ashoka felt immense remorse and turned to Buddhism for
guidance.

Emperor Ashoka was an Indian Emperor of the Maurya

Dyn asty Ashoka is known for his conversion to Buddhism and promotion of the religion.
: He promoted Buddhist principles throughout his empire and built numerous stupas

and monasteries.

He implemented policies to improve the lives of his subjects and promote equality.

Ashoka's administration focused on social welfare and justice. ) ) ) ) )
Ashoka established hospitals, built roads, and provided assistance to the poor and
Ashoka needy.

His conversion to Buddhism influenced the spread of the religion in India and
neighboring countries.

Ashoka's legacy has had a lasting impact on Indian Ashoka's edicts, inscribed on pillars and rocks, provide valuable historical and moral
history and culture. lessons to this day.

His emphasis on non-violence and compassion continues to inspire people around
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Background of Ashoka and his reign as Mauryan emperor

Introduction

Significance of Ashoka’s Edicts in Indian history
Influence on future Indian empires and rulers

Preservation and dissemination of Buddhist teachings . Ashoka’s conversion to Buddhism
Impact of Ashoka’s Edicts
Inspiration for moral and ethical governance Spread of Buddhism

Promotion of Buddhist principles
Ashoka’s Edict

Cultural and historical significance in India Construction of Buddhist stupas and monasteries

Emphasis on moral governance
Principles of Dharma 4{ Promotion of religious tolerance

Concern for welfare of his subjects

Ashoka’s Edicts as a testament to the ideals of peace, morality, and religious
diversity

Creation of centralized administration

Content of Ashoka’s Edicts

Administrative Reforms Introduction of welfare policies for public

Establishment of governance through local officials

Prohibition of animal sacrifice
Social and Moral Codes 4{ Encouragement of kindness and compassion

Promotion of ethical conduct in society
Ashoka’s efforts to avoid war

Establishment of Peace Use of diplomacy in international relations
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Antigens are foreign substances that induce an immune response
Involves the recognition of antigens by immune cells <
Immune cells include B cells and T cells

Clonal expansion increases the number of specific immune cells

Mechanism of immune memory acquisition during
infection or vaccination

Immune cells undergo clonal expansion and differentiation <
Differentiation leads to the formation of memory cells

They can rapidly respond to re-exposure to the same antigen
Memory cells provide long-term protection against future infections <
Memory cells can generate a stronger and faster immune response

Immune imprinting is more effective in adults than in infants Age

Exposure to diverse pathogens enhances immune imprinting Environmental factors Factors influencing immune imprinting

First encounter with a specific antigen

Primary immune response

Variations in immune genes can affect the strength of immune imprinting Genetic factors

Initial activation and expansion of immune cells

Immune imprinting

Je Subsequent encounter with the same antigen

Lack of immune imprinting can lead to increased susceptibility to infections Secondary immune response

Memory cells recognize the antigen and mount a faster response

Autoimmune diseases result from the immune system attacking the body's own
tissues

Impaired immune imprinting may contribute to autoimmune diseases Role of immune imprinting in disease susceptibility Recognition of related antigens by memory cells

Cross-reactive immune response

Memory cells can recognize transplanted organs as foreign and mount an immune Provides some level of protection against similar pathogens

response

Immune imprinting can influence the outcome of organ transplantation

Efficient and rapid immune response upon re-exposure to pathogens

Reduction in the severity and duration of infections

Benefits of immune imprinting

Vaccines stimulate immune imprinting to confer protection
Important for the success of vaccination strategies <

Rl |academy B I ﬂd Ia'S M OSt Popu I ar U PSC-CSE PO rtal Memory cells generated by vaccines can prevent disease development

Examples: measles, flu, and tetanus vaccines
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Generated during primary immune response

Long-lived

: : Recognize and respond to previously encountered antigens
Formation and function Provide immunological memory <

Rapidly produce antibodies upon re-exposure to antigens

Harnessing memory B cell response for vaccine development Vaccination promotes the generation of memory B cells

Potential therapeutic applications

Key role in vaccine-induced immunity <

Monoclonal antibodies

} Targeting memory B cells for immune-based therapies Memory B cells confer long-term protection against pathogens

Chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T cell therapy

Arise from activated B cells
Contribute to autoimmunity

} Dysregulation of memory B cell response Express surface markers < ozt

CD45RO

Play a role in the pathogenesis of autoimmune diseases

Differentiation and characteristics

Role in autoimmune diseases and cancer

B cell ymphomas Nl mo B Memory B cells : : - :
> Implicated in the development and progression of certain cancers € ry cells Display high affinity for antigens
Multiple myeloma

Differentiate into two types Exhibit specialized effector functions

Produce and secrete large amounts of antibodies
T follicular helper cells Plasma cells {

Lack proliferative capacity
Dendritic cells Dependent on interactions with other immune cells

T regulatory cells Found in peripheral blood

Maintenance and regulation

Cytokines and chemokines influence survival and maintenance of memory B cells Spleen
Interaction with antigens and germinal centers enhance longevity Lymph nodes
Circulation and localization Reside in secondary lymphoid tissues

Peyer's patches

Bone marrow

Can also migrate to sites of infection or inflammation Provide localized immune response

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Middle Indo-Aryan stage
Verb conjugation
Grammatical features Noun declension
Case system

Pali language
Influence on other languages <
Bengali language

Jain literature
Literary works <
Buddhist literature

Jain Ardhamagadhi
Regional variations <
Digambar Ardhamagadhi

Prakrit language

Charyapada poetry
Indo-Aryan language

Hindi language

Tripitaka
Marathi language

Influence on modern languages

Gujarati language

Kannada language

Ardhamagadhi language Magadha Empire

Jain Maharashtri Prakrit Historical importance

Rise of Buddhism and Jainism

Shauraseni Prakrit

Sanskrit language

Magadhi Prakrit Comparison with other Prakrit languages \ Decline in popularity

Decline and revitalization

Vernacular languages

Sauraseni Apabhramsa
' Research and academic study
Other Prakrit languages Modern resurgence

Cultural preservation

Vowels and consonants

Phonology Prakriya vowels
Sound changes
Raddoppiamento
Linguistic features
Word order
Grammar Tenses and moods

Dvandva compounds
Compound words
Bahuwvrihi compounds
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Held in Pataliputra in 3rd century BCE

Called by Devardhi Kshamasramana

Preserve and recite the teachings of Lord Mahavira Aimed to compile the Jain scriptures

Prevent corruption or misinterpretation of the scriptures Resulted in the compilation of the Jain Agamas

Reasons for the councils

Establish a standardized version of Jain doctrine Attended by 60 or 80 Ganadharas

Address disputes and disagreements within the Jain community Ganadharas played a major role in the council

First Jain council and second Jain council

Compilations provided a foundation for Jain philosophy and practice Held in Vallabhi in 5th century CE

Served as a guiding force for future generations of Jains

Called by Emperor Skandagupta

Formation of distinct sects led to diverse Jain traditions Impact of the councils

Aimed to purify and recompile the Jain scriptures

Councils contributed to the development of Jain literature Resulted in the division of Jain community into two major sects

Symbolized the importance of unity and cooperation in Jainism. Svetambara and Digambara sects emerged after the council

R||academy \ Iﬂdla'S MOSt POpUIar UPSC—CSE POrtaI Differences in practices and beliefs led to the split



Concepts like Anekantavada (non-absolutism), Syadvada (doctrine of conditional
predication), and Nayavada (theory of standpoints) are discussed.

The importance of non-violence, truthfulness, celibacy, non-stealing, and non-
possessiveness are emphasized.

The Jaina Agam literature describes the Jaina understanding of the universe,
including the realms of existence, celestial beings, and the cycle of birth and death.

The texts also contain stories and legends related to Tirthankaras (spiritual leaders),
their teachings, and their spiritual journeys.

Philosophy

Ethics

Cosmology

Mythology

The Jaina Agam literature covers various aspects of Jaina philosophy, ethics,
cosmology, and mythology.

The Jaina Agam literature is considered sacred and is highly revered by Jainas.

These texts serve as a source of guidance and inspiration for Jaina practitioners.

The literature has played a crucial role in preserving and transmitting the Jaina
traditions and teachings throughout history.

It has influenced Jaina philosophy, ethical practices, and rituals.

Scholars and researchers study the Jaina Agam literature to deepen their
understanding of Jaina religion and philosophy.

The literature has also had an influence on Indian art, literature, and culture.

Contents of Jaina Agam literature

Significance and impact

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Definition and characteristics

Jaina Agam literature

<@
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Agam literature refers to the sacred texts of the Jaina tradition.

These texts contain the teachings, philosophy, and stories related to Jaina philosophy
and practice.

The Angas are further divided into sections known as Upangas.
Jaina Agam literature is classified into 12 major texts called Angas.
The 12 Angas are considered the primary scriptures of the Jaina tradition.

Apart from the Angas, there are also other texts known as Angabahya scriptures.

The Upangas focus on specific topics and provide further insights into Jaina
teachings.



The conversion of bagasse into biofuels, such as ethanol, can help reduce reliance
on fossil fuels and contribute to renewable energy targets.

Bioplastics derived from bagasse have the potential to replace petroleum-based
plastics in various applications, reducing plastic pollution.

Bagasse-based biochemicals, such as organic acids and enzymes, can find use in
various industries, including food, pharmaceuticals, and agriculture.

Bagasse pulp can be bleached and refined to produce high-quality paper with good
strength properties.

Bagasse-based products are often considered more environmentally friendly than
those made from virgin wood pulp.

However, bagasse pulp may have lower brightness and certain limitations in terms of
printability and surface smoothness.

Advanced technologies, such as biochemical conversion and biorefinery processes,
hold promise for extracting a wider range of value-added products from bagasse.

These include biofuels, bioplastics, and biochemicals, which could further enhance
the sustainability and economic viability of the sugarcane industry.

Collaboration between researchers, industry stakeholders, and policymakers is
crucial to unlocking the full potential of bagasse and promoting its sustainable
utilization.

Bagasse-based paper and board products have their
advantages and limitations.

Research and development efforts are ongoing to
explore new applications and improve the utilization of

bagasse.
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Bagasse

Bagasse is the fibrous residue that remains after
sugarcane is crushed to extract juice.

Bagasse is an abundant agricultural byproduct,
especially in countries with a significant sugarcane
industry.

The use of bagasse as a renewable energy source has
economic and environmental benefits.

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Itis primarily used as a renewable source of biomass for energy production.

Bagasse can also be used as a raw material in the production of paper, board, and
other fiber-based products.

The amount of bagasse generated depends on the sugar content of the sugarcane
and the efficiency of the extraction process.

Proper management and utilization of bagasse can help reduce waste and contribute
to a more sustainable bioeconomy.

It reduces dependence on fossil fuels and mitigates greenhouse gas emissions.

Bagasse-based power plants can contribute to the decentralization of energy
production, particularly in rural areas with sugarcane mills.

On-site power generation from bagasse can also provide a reliable source of
electricity for the sugarcane industry, reducing reliance on the grid.

Bagasse can be burned to produce steam, which can then power a turbine to
generate electricity.

The combustion of bagasse releases carbon dioxide, but it is considered carbon-
neutral because the carbon emitted is offset by the carbon absorbed by sugarcane
during growth.

On average, sugarcane contains about 30-35% fiber, which makes up the bulk of
bagasse.
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Biofuel is a type of fuel produced from renewable biological resources.

Definition and Types

It includes different types such as ethanol, biodiesel, and biogas.

Governments play a crucial role in promoting biofuel production. Biofuel production leads to lower greenhouse gas emissions compared to fossil fuels.

} Government Support and Policies

Environmental Benefits

Supportive policies, incentives, and regulations encourage investment and growth. It helps reduce air pollution and improve air quality.

Biofuel production reduces dependence on imported fossil fuels.
Energy Security

Biofuels have the potential to play a significant role in reducing carbon emissions. ! . ‘0/ It offers a sustainable and domestic energy source.
: o . Future Potential Biofuel
Furthfar dgyelopment can lead to advanced biofuels with improved efficiency and Biofuel industry creates employment opportunities and stimulates economic growth.
sustainability. Economic Benefits
It can contribute to rural development and agricultural sector.

Biofuels offer a renewable and cleaner alternative to traditional fossil fuels.

Overcoming challenges and increasing government support can drive the growth of

Availability and accessibility of feedstock for biofuel production can be a challenge.
coming Feedstock Availability <
the biofuel industry.

Competition with food production and land use issues may arise.

Adequate infrastructure for biofuel production, storage, and distribution is required.
Infrastructure <

Challenges

Upgrading existing infrastructure and building new facilities can be costly.

Continuous research and development are needed to improve biofuel production

technology.
Technology 9

R | |academy B I n d Ia,s M OSt PO pu I ar U PSC—CSE PO rtal Efficient conversion processes and higher yield are areas of focus.
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Emerged around 600 BCE

Divided into sixteen mahajanapadas

Considered the first major political entities in ancient India <

Ancient Indian kingdoms during the Mahajanapada era Each mahajanapada had its own capital and ruler

Dominated the political and social landscape of ancient India

Society divided into varnas or social classes Played a crucial role in shaping India's history and culture

Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras . .
Social and cultural aspects of Mahajanapadas

Religious practices varied across mahajanapadas Spread across the Indo-Gangetic plains

Influence of Jainism and Buddhism began during this period Covered areas of present-day northern and eastern India

Location and boundaries of Mahajanapadas

Extended from modern-day Bihar to Uttar Pradesh and beyond

Constant power struggles and conflicts Surrounded by natural boundaries such as rivers and mountains

Wars fought for territorial expansion and dominance Political rivalries and warfare among Mahajanapadas Mahajanapadas

Ruled by kings or monarchs

Magadha emerged as the most powerful Rise and fall of various mahajanapadas

Administrative and political structure of King was the head of the mahajanapada
Laid the foundation for future political systems in India VEUETERETELEL Governed by a council of ministers and advisors

Contributed to the development of art, literature, and philosophy Legacy and impact of Mahajan apadas Divided into smaller administrative units called janapadas

Influence of ancient Indian culture on modern-day India

Agriculture was the primary occupation

. . eas . . Vast agricultural lands and fertile soil
Economic activities and trade in Mahajanapadas

Produced various crops and commodities

Rl |academy - I nd Ia'S M OSt Popu I ar U PSC—CSE PO rtal Trade and commerce flourished within and outside the mahajanapadas
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Definition: A term in Buddhism referring to the

Sanghas foster a sense of belonging, interconnectedness, and mutual support
among practitioners

> 1. Community Bonding
Members share experiences, challenges, and achievements in their spiritual journey

Sanghas provide a space for the sharing and exchange of insights, understanding,
and perspectives

2. Wisdom Exchange Benefits of Sanghas

Different members bring diverse backgrounds, experiences, and interpretations of
the teachings

Sanghas help individuals stay committed to their practice through collective
accountability

> 3. Accountability
Peer support and guidance motivate and encourage practitioners to stay on the path 2. Lay Sanghas

Sanghas play a vital role in the cultivation of an individual's spiritual path in Buddhism

Importance of Sanghas

They offer guidance, inspiration, and a sense of community, enabling practitioners to
progress on the path towards enlightenment.

Functions of Sanghas
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community of Buddhist practitioners

1. Monastic Sanghas

Composed of monks and nuns who have dedicated their lives to the renunciation of
worldly pursuits

Focus on meditation, study, and upholding the monastic code of discipline
Found in monasteries and nunneries

Composed of laypeople who live in the world and practice Buddhism in their daily
lives

Engage in meditation, study, and ethical living, while still fulfiling societal
responsibilities

Can be found in local Buddhist centers or temples

Sanghas provide a supportive community for spiritual growth and development
1. Spiritual Support {

Members can learn from and inspire each other's practice

Sanghas serve as a means of transmitting Buddhist teachings from one generation to
another

2. Transmission of Teachings

Oral transmission, written texts, and personal instruction contribute to the
preservation of wisdom

Sanghas create opportunities for group meditation sessions and retreats
3. Collective Practice {

Practicing together enhances concentration, insight, and compassion



The project provides broadband connectivity by
utilizing a mix of technologies, including underground
fiber optic cables, overhead lines, and satellite
connectivity.

BharatNet project not only aims to provide connectivity
but also encourages the use of digital services in areas
such as education, healthcare, and governance.

The availability of high-speed internet is expected to
drive digital innovation and empower rural
communities.

The project faces challenges such as difficult terrain,
inadequate infrastructure, and funding constraints.

Efforts are being made to overcome these challenges to
ensure the successful implementation of the project.

The success of BharatNet project will have a

significant impact on the socio-economic development
of rural India.
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BharatNet project is an initiative in India to
provide high-speed broadband connectivity
to all villages in the country.
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The project aims to bridge the digital divide in rural
areas by ensuring internet access for all.

It is one of the largest infrastructure projects in the
world, aiming to connect over 250,000 gram panchayats
(village councils) with optical fiber network.

BharatNet project is being implemented by Bharat
Broadband Network Limited, a special purpose vehicle
set up by the Government of India.

The project is divided into three phases, each targeting
a specific number of gram panchayats.

Phase 1 of the project aimed to connect 100,000 gram
panchayats and was completed in December 2017.

Phase 2 aims to connect an additional 150,000 gram
panchayats and is expected to be completed by August
2021.

The final phase, Phase 3, will cover the remaining gram
panchayats and is scheduled to be completed by March
2023.




Universal Service Obligation Fund

Definition: A fund established by the government to

ensure the availability of basic telecommunications
services in underserved areas
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Purpose: To bridge the digital divide and promote equal access to communication
services
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To provide universal access to affordable and quality telecommunication services
Objectives: 4{ To promote socio-economic development and inclusion in underserved areas

To support infrastructure development in remote and rural regions

Contributions from telecommunication service providers
Funding: 4{ Government subsidies and grants

Other sources such as fines and levies imposed on the industry

Building and maintaining telecommunication infrastructure in remote areas
Initiatives { Subsidizing the costs of service provision in high-cost regions

Promoting the adoption of digital technologies in underserved communities
Managed by a designated government agency or regulatory body
Administration 4{ Responsible for collecting and allocating funds
Conducts regular monitoring and evaluation of fund utilization and impact
Ensuring transparency and accountability in fund management
Challenges 4{ Addressing the evolving needs and expectations of users
Balancing the costs and benefits of universal service obligations
Enhanced connectivity and communication opportunities for underserved populations
_ Improved access to information, education, healthcare, and government services
penefis Economic growth and job creation in remote and rural areas

Reduction of inequalities and promotion of social inclusion
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Expanded the kingdom's boundaries
Notable for his military conquests <
Successful in defending against foreign invasions

Focused on improving infrastructure
Implemented several reforms <
Promoted trade and commerce

Encouraged the growth of Sanskrit literature
Patron of the arts and literature <
Supported artists and scholars

Rudradaman | Ruler during the Satavahana dynasty

Remembered as a powerful and influential ruler
Legacy and impact
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The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is a greenhouse gas emission reduction

(UNFCCC).

Introduction

The process of determining additionality has been criticized for being complex and and investment.
subjective.

Additionality Determination
There is a risk of loopholes and false claims, leading to the issuance of CERs for

projects that do not deliver real emission reductions.

Some argue that the current criteria for sustainable development in CDM projects are
not stringent enough.

Sustainable Development Criteria Challenges and Criticisms

There is a need for clearer guidelines to ensure that the projects truly contribute to
sustainable development goals.

There have been concerns about the lack of transparency and accountability in the
CDM process.

Accountability and Transparency
There is a need for stronger monitoring and verification mechanisms to ensure the

integrity of CDM projects and their claimed emission reductions.
Additionality

Efforts are being made to enhance the credibility and integrity of the CDM process. Clean Development MGChanlsm (CDM)
} Enhanced Credibility and Integrity

This includes improving additionality determination, strengthening sustainable
development criteria, and increasing transparency.

The scope of CDM projects can be expanded to include new sectors and activities.
. . o . i Expansion of Project Types and Scope
This would allow for a wider range of emission reduction opportunities and greater

contribution to sustainable development.

CDM can collaborate with other greenhouse gas emission reduction mechanisms,
such as emissions trading schemes and voluntary carbon markets. Future Outlook

Collaboration with Other Mechanisms
This would create synergies and maximize the impact of emission reduction efforts

globally.

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) plays a vital role in addressing climate
change and promoting sustainable development.

It provides an avenue for developed countries to support emission reduction projects

in developing countries while achieving their own climate targets. Conclusion

Benefits of CDM

Sustainable Development

With continuous improvement and collaboration, CDM can contribute significantly to
global efforts in mitigating climate change and fostering sustainable development.

Economic Opportunities

Project-centric Approach

Baseline and Monitoring

initiative under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

It aims to promote sustainable development by reducing emissions in developing
countries through projects that contribute to technology transfer, capacity building,

The CDM allows developed countries to invest in emission-reducing projects in
developing countries and receive certified emission reductions (CERSs) in return.

The CDM is based on project proposals that need to comply with certain rules and
guidelines.

Projects can be in various sectors, including energy, waste management, agriculture,
and forestry.

Both public and private entities can initiate CDM projects.

One of the key criteria for a project to be eligible for CDM is additionality, which
means that the emission reductions achieved by the project would not have happened
without CDM support.

Additionality is assessed through a robust and transparent process to ensure that
CDM projects result in real emission reductions.

The baseline is the reference scenario against which the emission reductions
achieved by the project are measured.

Monitoring is required to track the actual emissions and calculate the emission
reductions achieved.

Both the baseline and monitoring methodologies are defined by the UNFCCC and
need to be approved before the project can start.

CDM projects contribute to global efforts in mitigating climate change by reducing

greenhouse gas emissions.
Climate Change Mitigation

They help to bridge the gap between developed and developing countries in terms of
emission reductions.

CDM promotes sustainable development by supporting projects that enhance energy
efficiency, promote renewable energy, and contribute to poverty alleviation.

It facilitates technology transfer and capacity building in developing countries,
leading to long-term sustainable development.

CDM creates economic opportunities by attracting investments in developing
countries and generating revenue streams.

It opens up avenues for technology suppliers, project developers, and local
communities to participate in sustainable projects.



Mainly emitted through human activities like burning fossil fuels
Carbon dioxide (CO2) {
Major contributor to global warming
Released during the production and transport of coal, oil, and natural gas
Methane (CH4) <
Also emitted by livestock and other agricultural practices

Main types of greenhouse gases Result of agricultural and industrial activities, as well as the burning of fossil fuels and

. ) solid waste
Nitrous oxide (N20O)

Contributes to both global warming and ozone depletion

Synthetic gases used in various industrial applications
Fluorinated gases <
Some have extremely high global warming potentials

Mainly from power plants, vehicles, and industrial processes
Fossil fuel combustion {

Largest contributor to global greenhouse gas emissions
Cutting down trees releases carbon dioxide stored in the forest
Sources of greenhouse gases Deforestation <
Loss of forests also reduces the planet's ability to absorb carbon dioxide
Livestock farming produces methane through the digestive process of animals
Agriculture <
Rice cultivation and the use of synthetic fertilizers emit nitrous oxide

Greenhouse gases trap heat, leading to a rise in global temperatures
Global warming {

Definition: gases in the atmosphere that trap heat,

Greenhouse gases

. Causes climate change and disrupts ecosystems
causing the greenhouse effect

Melting ice caps and thermal expansion of seawater contribute to rising sea levels
Sea-level rise <

Leads to coastal erosion and increased coastal flooding
Impact and consequences of greenhouse gases

Increased temperatures fuel more frequent and severe heatwaves
Extreme weather events {
Changes in precipitation patterns result in more intense storms and floods
Absorption of carbon dioxide by oceans leads to increased acidity
Ocean acidification <
Jeopardizes marine life and ecosystems

Promote the use of solar, wind, and hydropower instead of fossil fuels
Transition to renewable energy sources {

Encourages sustainable development and reduces greenhouse gas emissions

Implement measures to reduce energy consumption in buildings, transportation, and

- . industries
Energy efficiency improvements

Decreases the need for fossil fuel combustion

Mitigation and reduction strategies Protect existing forests to preserve carbon sinks

Forest conservation and reforestation <
Planting new trees helps absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere

Reduce methane emissions from livestock through better animal management
Sustainable agriculture practices <

Adopting organic farming methods reduces the use of synthetic fertilizers
Encourage collaborative efforts to address climate change on a global scale

International cooperation and policy measures {
Implement regulations and policies to limit greenhouse gas emissions
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Mainly found in the northern regions
Located across the Indian subcontinent <
Also present in modern-day Afghanistan and Bangladesh

Dating back to the 3rd century BCE
Constructed during the Mauryan dynasty <

Smoothly polished
Made from sandstone <
Vary in height

Written in Prakrit language

Ancient pillars erected by Ashoka, an ancient Indian Inscribed with edicts of Ashoka Using the Brahmi script

i pleielr Communicated Ashoka's principles and policies

Offer valuable insight into ancient Indian civilization

Serve as important historical artifacts Shed light on Ashoka's governance and beliefs

Withstand the test of time for over two millennia Convey his emphasis on dharma and moral conduct

Endure as enduring symbols of Ashoka's reign AShOkan Stone pillars Depict various symbols related to Buddhism

Symbolize Ashoka's commitment to Buddhism Reflect Ashoka's conversion to the religion

Withstand natural disasters, wars, and changing landscapes

Stand as reminders of Ashoka's powerful reign

Continue to inspire awe and curiosity about India's past Represent his efforts to spread Buddhism

Attract tourists and history enthusiasts

: - Provide evidence of the Mauryan Empire's influence
Considered significant landmarks
Inspire admiration for ancient Indian architectural achievements

Remind people of Ashoka's contributions to Indian history
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It can be suitable for small-scale or simpler applications where the benefits of
microservices architecture may not outweigh the added complexity.

Monolithic architecture can also be a good choice for applications that do not require
frequent updates or scalability.

Additionally, migrating from a monolithic architecture to a microservices architecture
can be a complex and time-consuming process.

While it has limitations in terms of scalability and maintainability, it can still be a viable
option for certain types of applications.
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In technology, monolithic refers to a type of software architecture where all the parts
Describing something as monolithic means it is of a system are combined into a single program.
characterized by being massive, uniform, and

indivisible. Monolithic architecture is in contrast to microservices architecture, where an
application is broken down into smaller, independent services.

Despite the drawbacks, monolithic architecture still

has its uses in certain scenarios.

Monolithic

It was easier to develop and deploy monolithic applications as the technology and
In summary, monolithic architecture refers to a software Monolithic software architecture was common in the development processes were less advanced.

design where all components are tightly integrated into early days of computing when systems were simpler
a single program. and codebases were smaller. However, as systems became more complex and technology evolved, the limitations

of monolithic architecture became apparent.
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This architecture design is also known as "big ball of mud" due to its complex and
tightly coupled nature.

Monolithic applications are typically difficult to scale, maintain, and modify as
changes in one part can have a ripple effect on the entire system.

Monolithic applications can become hard to manage, understand, and debug as they
grow over time.

They can also lead to longer deployment times and increased risk of system failures
due to their interconnected nature.
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Enables organizations to quickly obtain necessary resources
FTP route is designed to accelerate the acquisition of goods and services <

Shortens the traditional procurement timeline

Definition: A streamlined approach for expediting the
procurement process

Simplified procedures for faster decision-making
Potential lack of competition due to limited time for bidding

Reduced paperwork and documentation requirements
Potential compromise on quality or value for money Key features of the FTP route

Challenges of using the FTP route

Limited number of review stages
Need for efficient evaluation and selection processes

Potential for faster contract award and implementation
Effective monitoring and control mechanisms to mitigate risks

Speeds up the procurement process
Clearly define project requirements and objectives

Enables timely response to urgent requirements
Engage with key stakeholders for support and buy-in

Adopt transparent and fair evaluation criteria } Best practices for implementing the FTP route Fast-track procurement (FTP) route

Advantages of using the FTP route
Facilitates faster project execution

Minimizes administrative burden
Monitor and evaluate performance throughout the process

Continuously improve and refine the FTP route based on feedback
Emergency situations and disaster response
Industries or scenarios where FTP route is often

- High-technology industries requiring rapid innovation
utilized

Rapid procurement of medical supplies during a pandemic

Time-sensitive projects and programs
Quick acquisition of critical equipment for defense purposes

Examples of successful usage of the FTP route
Efficient sourcing of technology solutions for time-sensitive projects

Appropriate risk and stakeholder management
Expedited procurement for emergency infrastructure repair and construction

Considerations when opting for the FTP route
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Ensuring compliance with applicable regulations

Balancing speed and thoroughness



Union Defence Ministry
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As the central governing body for defense affairs in the
country, the Union Defence Ministry plays a crucial role

in ensuring national security and safeguarding the
territorial integrity of the nation.

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

— Y . -

The Union Defence Ministry is headed by the Defense Minister, who is a member of
the Union Cabinet appointed by the Prime Minister.
Structure

It consists of various departments and organizations responsible for different aspects
of defense operations and management.

Formulating defense policies and strategies to protect the nation's interests.

o Ensuring the preparedness and capability of the armed forces to handle any security
Key Responsibilities threats.

Overseeing defense budget allocation and utilization for military modernization and
infrastructure development.

The Union Defence Ministry acts as the interface between the government and the
three branches of the armed forces: the Army, Navy, and Air Force.
Armed Forces Coordination

It maintains coordination among these forces for effective joint operations and
integration of capabilities.

The Union Defence Ministry handles the acquisition and procurement of defense
equipment, weapon systems, and technology from domestic and international

A W sources.
Defense Acquisition and Procurement

It ensures transparency, efficiency, and compliance with procurement guidelines to
meet the requirements of the armed forces.

The Union Defence Ministry promotes and supports research and development

activities in the defense sector.
Defense Research and Development
It collaborates with research institutions, public and private sectors, and foreign

partners to enhance indigenous defense capabilities and innovation.

The Union Defence Ministry engages in discussions, negotiations, and collaborations

with foreign counterparts on defense policies, security cooperation, and military
p . partnerships.
International Relations

It represents the country's interests in international forums and contributes to global
peacekeeping efforts.

The Union Defence Ministry is responsible for the well-being of serving personnel,
veterans, and their families.
Welfare and Rehabilitation

It ensures adequate support for their healthcare, pensions, housing, employment
opportunities, and rehabilitation programs.

The Union Defence Ministry coordinates with other ministries like Home Affairs,

External Affairs, Finance, and others to address security-related issues that intersect
. . L various domains.
Working with Internal Ministries

It facilitates inter-ministerial cooperation and synergy for effective decision-making
and implementation of defense policies.

The Union Defence Ministry promotes indigenous defense production and

development of the defense industry.
Defense Industry Development

It encourages public and private sector participation, foreign direct investment, and
technology transfer to strengthen self-reliance in defense capabilities.

The Union Defence Ministry contributes to the formulation of national security

strategies and contingency plans.
National Security Planning
It assesses security threats, coordinates intelligence inputs, and collaborates with

security agencies to ensure a comprehensive approach towards national defense.



I AS G O I d P rel | mS PO rtal Ashoka's religious transformation was triggered by the Kalinga War.

He is known for his conversion to Buddhism and promotion of the religion. < . . .
After the war, he renounced violence and dedicated himself to peace and non-
violence.

Ashoka is an Indian emperor who ruled from 268 to 232

He instituted social welfare programs and implemented policies to promote justice
and equality.

BCE.

Ashoka's reign was marked by a period of moral and political reform.
Ashoka's edicts, inscribed on pillars and rocks throughout his empire, spread his

teachings and principles.

Ashoka's legacy as a visionary ruler and advocate of Ashoka

peace and compassion is still celebrated today.

His empire extended over most of the Indian subcontinent, making him a powerful

Ashoka is considered one of the greatest kings in and influential ruler.
Indian history. Ashoka's policies and principles continue to inspire people around the world to this
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IAS G O I d P rel Ims PO rtal Represent the enlightenment of Buddha

Stupa's central chamber houses relics of Buddha or other revered individuals Ancient structures used as re|igious monuments in Symbolize various aspects of Buddhist beliefs and teachings < ; ; ;
. . . N Function as a repository for sacred relics and texts Buddhi Symbolize the Buddha's physical presence even after his death
Many stupas contain scriptures or important religious texts u Ism Serve as an object of veneration and a focal point for pilgrimage

Buddhist Stupas

Acts as a visual and tangible reminder of Buddha's teachings Basic structure includes a dome and a spire

Varied designs and sizes based on different Buddhist

circumambulation around the stupa Provide a space for meditation and prayer Multi-purpose nature and significance in Buddhism

traditions Four gates representing the Four Noble Truths
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Encourage devotion and spiritual merit-making among Buddhists May incorporate various architectural elements and decorations <

Carvings depicting scenes from Buddha's life or teachings
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Safeguarded by constitutional provisions Oversee and ensure the conduct of free and fair elections

Free from political influence or interference )
P Implement and enforce electoral rules and regulations

Independence and Autonomy

Actin an impartial and neutral manner Role and Responsibilities Manage and supervise election processes

£ he i . . . . . e
nsure the independence of the Elecion Commission Preserve the integrity and impartiality of the electoral system

Promote voter education and awareness

Subject to parliamentary scrutiny and oversight

Required to submit periodic reports and updates Appointed by the President or the constitutional authority

Accountable for the efficiency and effectiveness of electoral processes Accountability and Oversight Chief Election Commissioner

Appointment and Tenure Serves for a fixed term or until retirement age

Responsible for addressing public concerns and complaints Can be removed only through a specific process
Can be held responsible for any electoral malpractice
Decision-making authority on election matters
Foster partnerships with international election bodies Authority to issue and enforce election-related directives

Exchange best practices and experiences Powers and Authorities Power to take disciplinary actions against electoral officers

Collaborate on election management and capacity building International Cooperation and Collaboration Jurisdiction over electoral disputes and complaints

Participate in international projects and initiatives

Promote democracy and electoral integrity globally RIIaCademy B Indlals MOSt POpU|aI’ UPSC_CSE POFta|

Authority to oversee campaign financing and funding



Established in 1950 under the Constitution of India
Formation of the Election Commission of India {
Independent constitutional body responsible for conducting elections

Consists of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners
Composition of the Election Commission <
Appointed by the President of India

Ensuring free and fair elections
Conducting and supervising elections at various levels

Enforcing the Model Code of Conduct

Encouraging eligible citizens to register as voters Role and responsibilities of the Election Commission
Registering political parties and monitoring their finances

Simplifying the voter registration process Voter Registration
Pitying 9 P 9 Setting electoral guidelines and rules

Conducting awareness campaigns on voter registration . . .
9 palg 9 Resolving disputes related to elections

Educating voters about their rights and responsibilities

Creating awareness about the importance of voting Voter Education Voter Education and Awareness

Chief Election Commissioner as the head
Structure of the Election Commission

Promoting voter literacy and civic engagement Election Commissioners as supporting members

Organizing campaigns to increase voter turnout Assists the Commission in day-to-day functioning

1 Election Commission Secretariat

Election Commission of India Provides administrative support and logistic arrangements

Coordinating with State Election Commissions for state-level elections

Spreading awareness about voting procedures and locations Voter Awareness Programs

Promoting inclusive and equitable participation in elections

Relationship with State Election Commissions
Providing assistance and guidance to State Election Commissions

Preparation of electoral rolls with eligible voters' names
Electoral Rolls {
Continuous updating of electoral rolls
Timely announcement of election schedule
Ensuring proper nomination and scrutiny process
Conducting Elections
Conducting polling and counting of votes
Implementing security measures for peaceful elections
Election Process Ensuring the fairness of the electoral process
Model Code of Conduct Regulating the behavior of political parties and candidates
Guidelines for political campaigns and ethics
Deployment of observers to monitor election process
Election Observers {
Oversight of fair practices and observance of rules
Implementing reforms to improve the electoral system

Electoral Reforms Introducing new technologies for better efficiency

Enhancing transparency in the electoral process
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The term "Mahajanapadas” refers to the 16 major kingdoms or republics in ancient
India.

1. Background

These kingdoms emerged around the 6th century BCE and lasted until the 4th
century BCE.

The period of Mahajanapadas witnessed significant cultural advancements.
6. Cultural Developments

Literature, art, and architecture flourished, showcasing regional variations and

. The 16 Mahajanapadas were spread across different regions of the Indian
influences.

subcontinent.

2. Geography

They encompassed areas from present-day northern India to parts of present-day
Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Interactions between different Mahajanapadas varied from peaceful trade and

alliances to conflicts and wars. : .
7. Interactions and Conflicts

The competition for resources and territorial expansion often led to clashes between The formation of Mahajanapadas occurred through the gradual consolidation of

neighboring kingdoms. y _ _ smaller tribal territories.
16 Mahajanapadas 3. Formation of Mahajanapadas
Several factors such as economic growth, political alliances, and warfare contributed
The Mahajanapada era started declining around the 4th century BCE. to their formation.
The rise of the Mauryan Empire marked the integration of several Mahajanapadas } 8. Decline and Integratlon
under imperial rule. Each Mahajanapada had its own ruling authority, which could be a monarchy or a
republic.

4. Administrative Structures

The administration was primarily governed by a king or a council of elected

The Mahajanapada period played a vital role in shaping the political and cultural
representatives.

landscape of ancient India.

9. Historical Significance

It laid the foundation for future empires and political unification of the Indian

subcontinent. Agriculture was the primary occupation in most Mahajanapadas, supplemented by
trade and crafts.

5. Economic and Social Life
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Society was stratified with distinct classes, including the ruling class, warrior class,
and commoners.
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Divided into two regions: Uttarakoshala and
DELCHIMELGIELE!

Ruled by King Dasharatha and his successors

Ancient Indian kingdom that existed during the
Mahajanapada era

> Uttarakoshala located in the northern part
Rich in natural resources and agricultural production

Ruled by King Sumitra and his successors
} Dakshinakoshala located in the southern part
Focused on trade and commerce

Located in present-day northern India

Led to the decline of Koshala kingdom

Engaged in frequent conflicts with neighboring

kingdoms ] Tt o e [T e (e : Founded by King lkshvaku
KOShaIa klngdom e ythe fkshvaxu dynasty Believed to be the first dynasty of Ayodhya

Many important religious and philosophical texts were composed in Koshala Koshala culture influenced by Brahmanism and
Buddhism

} Most notable was the war with the rival kingdom of Magadha
Magadha emerged as a dominant force in northern India

. . . . . . Important religious and cultural center
Prominent Buddhist monasteries were established in the region

Capital city was Ayodhya
Birthplace of Lord Rama, according to Hindu mythology

Mauryan Emperor Ashoka played a significant role in the annexation

} Eventually absorbed into the Maurya Empire
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Flourished during the reign of King Dasharatha and his Known for its prosperity and military strength

Koshala lost its political identity and became a part of the larger empire. ) _
sons, including Lord Rama Participated in various wars and conflicts



Late Vedic Period
(c:. 1100-500 BCE)
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Conducts Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha elections
Ensures free and fair elections <
Conducts state legislative assembly elections

Protected by the Constitution
Autonomous and independent <
Has powers to superintend, direct, and control elections

Nation's largest democratic exercise

Constitutionally established body

> Successful conduct of general elections
Smooth conduct across diverse regions

Voter helpline for assistance and information

} Introduction of voter-friendly initiatives Achievements and contributions
Indelible ink for preventing multiple voting

Appointed by the President of India
Special arrangements for people with disabilities Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)

} Promoting inclusiveness and accessibility Plays a vital role in decision making

Facilitating voting for senior citizens and the differently-abled

< Assist the CEC in conducting elections
Election commissioners

Election Commission of India (ECI) Appointed by the President based on the advice of the CEC

Encouraging voter participation
> Voter awareness and turnout
Addressing voter apathy and indifference

Tackling misuse of power and resources
> Political influence and misconduct

Preventing electoral malpractices

Ensuring secure electronic voting
> Technology and security concerns
Protecting against cyber threats

Enrols eligible voters
Voter registration <
Updates voter lists

Schedules elections
Electoral process management {
Implements election rules and regulations

Challenges faced by ECI

Registers and regulates political parties
Enhancing accountability and transparency

Functions and responsibilities Political party registration and regulation <

> Electoral reforms and transparency Monitors party finances and accounts

Ensures adherence to election code of conduct
Conduct of elections <
Conducts multiple phases of polling

Streamlining electoral procedures

Tabulates and declares election results
Election result declaration and certification <
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Symbolic representation and identification of political parties

Impact on voter perception and decision-making

The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968

Effect of Reservation and Allotment Introduction Purpose and significance of the order

Equal opportunities for parties with reserved symbols

Enacted in India
Importance for fair and transparent elections

Categories of symbols for national parties
Controversies surrounding symbol allocation

Reservation of symbols for political parties {
. - - : Categories of symbols for state parties
Election Symbols (Reservation and Provisions for Reservation

Criteria for allocation
Allotme nt) Orde r, 1968 Allocation of reserved symbols to parties { e |

Allotment process

Difficulty in accommodating all eligible parties

Criticism and Challenges
Misuse and manipulation of reserved symbols

Need for periodic review and amendments

Application for allotment of symbols

Details required for verification
Verification of eligibility criteria <
Disqualifications for symbol allotment

The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 plays a crucial role in
symbolically representing political parties during elections in India. Its provisions for
reservation and allotment ensure fair opportunities and equal representation.

However, challenges and criticisms necessitate continuous evaluation and SymbOIS Allotment Process
improvement of the order.

Decision-making authority for symbol allotment

Riiacadenly = India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal fimeframe for symbelalotment
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. Enacted in 1951 in India
Introduction

Filing of nominations, scrutiny, withdrawal . :
} Outlines the procedure for conducting elections Electoral law governing the conduct of elections

Campaigning, polling, counting of votes

Conduct of Elections

Ensures free and fair elections

Sets out the qualifications required for becoming an elector Age, citizenship, residence criteria

Qualifications and Disqualifications

Specifies disqualifications for being disqualified as an elector Criminal offenses, corrupt practices, unsound mind, others

Filing of election petitions in case of irregularities

> Deals with election disputes and offenses
Penalties for corrupt practices and electoral offenses Election Petitions and Offenses Re prese ntation of the Peop'e Act, 1951
Ensures accountability and resolution of election disputes

Representation of the People Act, 1951 is a comprehensive legislation governing
elections in India

Provides for the delimitation of constituencies Determining boundaries and number of seats for each constituency

Constituency Delimitation Carried out by the Delimitation Commission

Aims to ensure fair representation and equal distribution of seats

L . . . . Includes registration, inclusion, deletion of names
Ensures democratic principles, fair representation, and integrity of electoral process. Details the process of preparing and revising electoral rolls <

Electoral Rolls Updating and publication of rolls

Ensures accuracy and completeness of voter lists
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Ashoka's patronage of Buddhism had a lasting impact on the religion's spread and IAS G O I d P re' | mS PO rtal

development. Buddhist _missionaries were sent to various parts of the world to spread the teachings Ashoka is known for his conversion to Buddhism and his efforts to spread the religion
Buddhist art and architecture flourished during his reign and reflect his support for of Buddhism. He was the third ruler of the Maurya dynasty and ruled over a vast empire { throughout his kingdom.
the faith. Ashoka's influence extended beyond his empire. Emperor Ashoka was an important figure in ancient He promoted principles of non-violence, religious tolerance, and social weffare.
Ashoka's teachings of non-violence and religious tolerance remain relevant in the He is celebrated as a visionary ruler who prioritized the welfare of his people and , . N Indian h iStOI'y.
Ashoka's legacy continues to inspire people today.
modern world. promoted peace.

Ashoka's reign was marked by significant achievements and reforms.

Ashoka

Ashoka advocated for the fair treatment of prisoners, the protection of animals, and
the provision of medical care.

The story of Ashoka serves as a reminder of the power

Ashoka's edicts, inscribed on rocks and pillars, provide These edicts reveal his commitment to justice, morality, and the welfare of his
valuable insights into his policies and beliefs. subjects.
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of transformation and the potential for individuals to
create positive change.

He built hospitals and veterinary clinics for the benefit of all. Ashoka's policies aimed to create a just and compassionate society.
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The disease was first discovered in 1958 when outbreaks occurred in monkeys kept

The disease is considered a zoonotic infection, meaning it can be transmitted for research.

between animals and humans.

{ The disease is similar to smallpox but generally less severe in humans.

Monkeypox outbreaks have been reported in central

and West African countries, with occasional cases
In some cases, human-to-human transmission of monkeypox has been documented. outside of Africa.

. . . . Monkeypox is caused by the monkeypox virus, a member of the Orthopoxvirus
Monkeypox is a rare viral disease that mainly affects genus.yp Y yP P

This can occur through respiratory droplets or contact with bodily fluids and lesions mon keys and other non-human primates.

of infected individuals. Monkeypox can be transmitted to humans through close contact with infected

animals.

The smallpox vaccine offers some protection against monkeypox, although it is no

longer available to the general public. Prevention of monkeypox includes avoiding contact

with sick animals, practicing good hygiene, and Monkeypox
vaccination.

In humans, monkeypox causes a rash similar to that of
smallpox, along with fever, headache, and muscle
aches.

Public health authorities play a crucial role in surveillance and response to Isolation of infected individuals and quarantine measures can help control the spread
monkeypox outbreaks. of the disease.

The disease presents with a rash, fever, and other flu-like symptoms. . I . . . . s
P ymp Monkeypox is usually a self-limiting disease, with most patients recovering within a

The disease can be severe, with complications few weeks.

Monkeypox can be transmitted between animals and humans, as well as through In conclusion, monkeypox is a rare viral disease that
human-to-human contact. primarily affects monkeys but can also infect humans.

including pneumonia and death, although mortality
rates are generally low.

There is no specific freatment for monkeypox, but supportive care measures can
help alleviate symptoms.

Prevention measures, such as avoiding sick animals and practicing good hygiene,

are important in controlling the spread of the disease. R“academy % Indla's MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE Portal
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World Health Organization’s intensified efforts in the 1960s-70s Variola major and Variola minor are the two strains
} Successful global eradication through vaccination Caused by the Variola virus <
Last natural case in 1977, declared eradicated in 1980 Variola major: More severe and with higher mortality

Live-virus vaccine using Vaccinia virus
> Smallpox vaccine
Highly effective in preventing smallpox infection

Eradication and vaccination Highly contagious viral disease

Responsible for numerous epidemics throughout history
Historically significant <
Devastating impact on indigenous populations during colonization

Smallpox

Eradication of smallpox is considered one of the greatest achievements in public Incubation period of about 10-14 days

health

Initial symptoms include fever, fatigue, and body aches

Impact and legacy Symptoms and transmission

Development of the smallpox vaccine paved the way for other vaccination programs o _
Characteristic skin rash appears later, progressing through stages

Lessons learned from smallpox eradication guide strategies for tackling other

diseases Rilacademy - fpdia's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Respiratory droplets and direct contact with infected individuals transmit the virus



Avalokitesver's teachings resonate with those who
seek to alleviate suffering in the world.

Avalokitesver's teachings encourage individuals to
cultivate empathy and act with kindness towards
others.

Avalokitesver's compassion is seen as a transformative
force that can bring about positive change.

Avalokitesver's legacy continues to inspire countless
individuals in their spiritual journeys.

Avalokitesver's presence is felt in Buddhist
communities worldwide, offering guidance and
support.

Avalokitesver's compassion is a reminder of the
inherent goodness and potential for growth in all
beings.

Avalokitesver's teachings remind us of the power of
compassion to heal and transform.

Avalokitesver's symbolizes the boundless wisdom and
compassion of the enlightened mind.

Avalokitesver's teachings inspire individuals to
cultivate a compassionate attitude towards themselves
and others.

Avalokitesver's compassion is a guiding force that
leads individuals towards greater peace and
happiness.

Avalokitesver's teachings emphasize the
interconnectedness of all beings and the importance of
caring for one another.

Avalokitesver's example serves as a reminder to live
with kindness, empathy, and compassion.

Avalokitesver's teachings transcend religious
boundaries and speak to the universal human desire
for love and understanding.

Avalokitesver's compassion is a source of inspiration
for individuals seeking to make a positive impact on the
world.

Avalokitesver's embodiment of compassion serves as a
role model for those on the path of spiritual awakening.

Avalokitesver's teachings encourage individuals to
cultivate a sense of interconnectedness with all
beings.

Avalokitesver's compassion is a guiding light that
illuminates the path towards enlightenment.

Avalokitesver's teachings inspire individuals to lead
lives filled with love, kindness, and compassion.

Avalokitesver's embodiment of compassion serves as a
beacon of hope in a world often plagued by suffering
and strife.

Avalokitesver's compassion is an invitation to all
beings to awaken their own innate capacity for love
and empathy.

Avalokitesver's teachings remind us that compassion
is not only a virtue but a transformative force that can
bring about profound change.
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Bodhisattva Avalokitesver is a prominent
figure in Buddhism.
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Avalokitesver is known as the embodiment of
compassion.

Avalokitesver is highly revered in Mahayana Buddhism.

Avalokitesver is believed to be the bodhisattva who
embodies the compassion of all Buddhas.

Avalokitesver is often depicted with multiple faces and
arms, symbolizing his ability to reach out and help
countless beings.

Avalokitesver is especially venerated in the Tibetan
Buddhist tradition.

Avalokitesver is considered a savior and protector.

Avalokitesver is believed to hear the cries of all beings
and come to their aid.

Avalokitesver is associated with the mantra "Om Mani
Padme Hum," which is recited to invoke his
compassion.

Avalokitesver is also associated with the lotus flower,
symbolizing purity and enlightenment.

In some Buddhist traditions, Avalokitesver is seen as a
female figure called Guanyin.

As Guanyin, Avalokitesver is seen as the motherly
figure, providing nurturing and compassionate care.

Avalokitesver is a central figure in the practice of metta
(loving-kindness) meditation.

Avalokitesver is viewed as a spiritual guide who helps
practitioners develop compassion and mindfulness.

Avalokitesver's teachings emphasize the importance of
relieving suffering and fostering kindness and
empathy.

Avalokitesver's role as a bodhisattva is to assist all
beings on their path towards enlightenment.

Avalokitesver's compassion is limitless and boundless.

Avalokitesver's teachings inspire individuals to
cultivate compassion in their own lives.

Avalokitesver's example serves as a reminder to extend
kindness and compassion to all beings.

Avalokitesver's presence brings peace and harmony to
those who seek his guidance.

Avalokitesver's message is one of love, compassion,
and understanding.

Avalokitesver's qualities are seen as ideals to aspire to
in the Buddhist path.

Avalokitesver's compassion extends to all sentient

beings, regardless of their species or background.
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Aspires to attain Buddhahood for the benefit of all beings
> Bodhisattva Path Emerged in ancient India

Practices the six perfections: generosity, morality, patience, effort, meditation, and
wisdom

Believes in the existence of multiple Buddhas and bodhisattvas

Emphasizes compassion and enlightenment for all beings <
Teaches the concept of emptiness and interconnectedness

Origins and Philosophy

Focuses on devotion to Amitabha Buddha } bure Land Buddhism Practices and Traditions

Aims to be reborn in the Pure Land to continue the spiritual journey

Emphasizes direct experience and meditation
> Zen Buddhism
Seeks sudden enlightenment through intense practice and questioning

Advocates for the pursuit of ultimate liberation for all beings

Distinguishes itself from Theravada Buddhism <
Views the Buddha as a divine figure and the embodiment of compassion

Mahayana Buddhism

X Tripitaka

Consists of sutras, vinaya, and abhidharma

Flourished in East Asia, particularly in China, Japan, and Korea Contains teachings and stories related to Mahayana Buddhism

Established monastic communities and temples Expounds the doctrine of skillful means

Spread and Influence Lotus Sutra

Inspired the creation of intricate Buddhist sculptures and paintings Teaches that all beings have the potential to become a Buddha

Contributed to the development of East Asian literature and poetry Influenced art, literature, philosophy, and social ethics Emphasizes the concept of emptiness

Shaped ethical and moral values of societies influenced by Mahayana Buddhism L -
Rilacademy.z India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Heart Sutra
Teaches the path to liberation through wisdom and compassion
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The MTP Act has faced criticism and calls for amendments over time. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971, is a law in India.

Overview of the Act

Some argue that the 20-week limit poses challenges in cases of fetal abnormalities

It regulates the conditions under which a pregnancy can be legally terminated.
detected later. Legal considerations and hurdles

The Act also requires the opinion of two medical practitioners, which can be a barrier

The MTP Act was enacted to address the issue of unsafe abortions.
in certain situations.

Reasons for the enactment of the Act

It aimed to provide a legal and safe option for women to terminate unwanted

pregnancies.
The government has taken measures to create awareness about the provisions of the

MTP Act.

Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP)
Awareness and implementation Act, 1971

Implementation challenges include limited access to safe abortion facilities in rural
areas.

The Act allows pregnancy termination up to 20 weeks gestation.

Key provisions of the MTP Act Medical practitioners can perform abortions under certain conditions.

Efforts are being made to improve access and ensure the Act's effective
implementation.

The Act places restrictions on abortion after 12 weeks and requires the opinion of
two doctors.

The MTP Act, 1971, plays a crucial role in providing women with the right to safe and Termination is allowed if the pregnancy poses a risk to the physical or mental health
legal abortions in India. of the mother.
Ongoing discussions and efforts aim to address existing challenges and make

It is permitted in cases of contraceptive failure or danger to the life of the pregnant
necessary amendments for better implementation.

Situations permitted for abortion woman.

Abortions are allowed for pregnancies resulting from rape or incest.

Economically/socially disadvantaged women can also avail of abortion services.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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HICDP scheme aims to bring about positive changes in communities.

Introduction It focuses on high impact projects for community development.

The scheme is designed to address various community needs.

Conduct community surveys and assessments.

Improved quality of life for community members. Identification of community needs and priorities.

Enhanced access to essential services. Engage with community leaders and stakeholders.

Develop project proposals.

Increased economic opportunities. Benefits and Outcomes

Project planning and design. Determine project objectives and outcomes.

Enhanced community participation and empowerment.
Allocate resources and establish timelines.

Sustainable development and environmental protection.
+ Mobilize project teams and resources.

Execute planned activities.

Limited funding and resources. Project implementation and management.

Ensuring long-term sustainability of projects. H Igh ImpaCt Commu nlty Developme nt

Overcoming logistical and administrative challenges. Challenges P roj ect (H ICD P) scheme Ensure effective utilization of funds.
Collaborate with local organizations.

Addressing social and cultural barriers.

Monitor project progress and make necessary adjustments.

Stakeholder engagement and participation. Involve community members in decision-making.

Managing community expectations and conflicts.
Conduct regular meetings and consultations.

The HICDP scheme plays a crucial role in community development.
Constructing roads, bridges, and buildings.

It focuses on high impact projects for positive change.

The scheme brings numerous benefits and addresses various challenges. Infrastructure development. Installing water supply and sanitation systems.
Improving electricity and communication networks.
Establishing healthcare facilities.

Social services enhancement. Upgrading educational institutions.

Promoting access to clean drinking water.

Types of Projects

Supporting entrepreneurship and small businesses.
Economic empowerment initiatives. Creating job opportunities.
Enhancing agricultural practices.
Implementing waste management systems.
Environmental conservation and sustainability. Promoting renewable energy sources.

Protecting natural resources.
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India and Maldives
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Geographical proximity to Maldives.

Historical and cultural ties.

Bilateral trade and economic cooperation.

Political relations and diplomatic engagements.

Strategic partnership in defense and security.

Tourism and people-to-people exchanges.

Collaboration in education and capacity building.
Development assistance and infrastructure projects.
Cooperation in climate change and environmental issues.

Challenges and areas of potential improvement.

Geopoalitical significance of India in the Indian Ocean region.
Dependency on India for defense and security.

Economic ties and trade relations with India.

Cultural and historical connections with India.

Tourism and investment opportunities from India.

Cooperation in development projects and infrastructure.

Educational and capacity building collaborations.

Joint efforts in combating climate change and environmental challenges.
Recent political developments and India's role.

Potential areas for enhanced cooperation and future prospects.
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Established in 2010

A financial mechanism to support climate action in developing countries

Support developing countries in their efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change

Projects focus on mitigation and adaptation efforts
Renewable energy projects >

> Priority given to projects that have transformative impact Contributions come from developed countries as well as the private sector

Aim to mobilize $100 billion per year by 2020

Climate-resilient infrastructure projects

Green Climate Funds

Funding h ted jects in developi tri Renewable energy
unding has supported numerous projects in developing countries Contributions used to finance projects and programs in developing countries

Improved access to renewable energy and increased energy efficiency Adaptation measures

Enhanced climate resilience in vulnerable communities Results and Impact

Governed by a Board with equal representation from developed and developing

Strengthened capacities of developing countries to address climate change countries

Contribution to global efforts in achieving the goals of the Paris Agreement Governance Decision-making through consensus

R | IaCademy \ I ndlars M OSt POpU |al’ U PSC_CSE Portal Recipient countries have a say in the project selection process
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REDD stands for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation

Developing robust monitoring systems can be complex and require technical Aim to combat climate change by providing financial incentives for forest

expertise '
P > Technical and Capacity Challenges Background conservation
Capacity building needed to ensure accurate reporting and verification Established under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

Adequate funding is essential for implementing and sustaining REDD+ activities _ _ (UNFCCC)
Lack of long-term financial support can hinder the effectiveness of the programme } Financial Support Cha"enges and Limitations
Strong governance structures are necessary to ensure transparent and inclusive - 7 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation
decision-making } Governance and Stakeholder Engagement 0_ Enhance forest carbon stocks through sustainable forest management
Engagement with local communities, indigenous peoples, and other stakeholders is p ~ Support developing countries in their efforts to implement REDD+ activities

crucial for success

REDD+ programme:

Develop robust systems to monitor and measure forest carbon stocks

REDD+ can contribute significantly to reducing global greenhouse gas emissions _ o
> Climate Change Mitigation Measurement, Reporting, and Verification (MRV) Ensure accurate reporting of emissions reductions and removals

Helps in achieving climate targets under the Paris Agreement
Verify the results through independent audits

Establish comprehensive systems to monitor and assess forests

Benefits of the REDD+ Programme

Forest conservation enhances habitat for a wide range of plant and animal species
> Biodiversity Conservation

Helps safeguard biodiversity and preserve ecosystems
National Forest Monitoring Systems (NFMS) Include satellite imaging, remote sensing, and ground-based data collection

REDD+ activities can provide economic incentives for local communities o
} Poverty Alleviation Aid in the estimation of forest cover, deforestation rates, and emissions

Offers alternative livelihood opportunities and income generation Components of REDD+ Programme

Determine baseline levels of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation
Forest Reference Emission Levels (FRELs) and Forest Reference Levels (FRLs) Provide a reference point for measuring emissions reductions
Help countries set their REDD+ targets and monitor progress
Ensure the protection of the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities
Safeguards Promote biodiversity conservation and social benefits

Avoid conversion of natural forests into other land uses
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Kyoto Protocol

Paris Agreement

Insufficient emission reduction commitments
Lack of enforcement mechanisms

Disagreements between developed and developing countries

Enhancing ambition in climate action
Encouraging renewable energy and low-carbon development

Strengthening adaptation and resilience efforts

Key agreements under the UN Framework Convention

on Climate Change

Challenges and criticisms of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change

Future prospects and actions of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change
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Introduction to the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change

Key objectives of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change

Role of the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change

Components of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change

Established in 1992
Aim to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations

Recognize the importance of the climate system

To achieve sustainable development
To prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system

To build resilience to the impacts of climate change

Facilitate international cooperation on climate change
Provide a platform for negotiations and policy-making

Strengthen the response to climate change through technology transfer and capacity
building

Conference of the Parties (COP)
Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI)
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA)
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Last human presence on the Moon to date

Significant advancements in lunar exploration and scientific discoveries Final manned mission of NASA's Apollo program

Legacy and impact of Apollo 17 mission Overview of Apollo 17 mission Launched on December 7, 1972

Inspiring future generations of scientists and astronauts

Continued interest in revisiting the Moon and exploring deeper into space. Crewed by Eugene Cernan, Harrison Schmitt, and Ronald Evans

Departure from the Moon and successful rendezvous with Command Module Landed in the Taurus-Litirow region of the Moon

; . First nighttime launch of a human spaceflight mission
Safe reentry into Earth's atmosphere o . = = :
Return to Earth and mission achievements Apollo 17 mission Lunar landing of Apollo 17

Achieved longest total lunar surface stay time of all Apollo missions

Evidence of ancient lunar volcanic activity discovered

Successful completion of Apollo progrant's goals Collected samples, conducted experiments, and deployed scientific instruments

Malfunction of the lunar rover fender extension Famous "Blue Marble" photograph of Earth

Signature moments of Apollo 17 mission Schmitt's discovery of orange-colored soil on the Moon

Difficulty in collecting certain rock samples due to rough terrain Challenges faced during Apollo 17 mission

-mied communication during fhe Hoomale Riiacadery.s India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Record-breaking lunar rover exploration
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Collaborative effort with international and commercial partners
Aims to establish a sustainable human presence on the Moon <

Promotes scientific research and exploration
Apollo 11 first landed humans on the Moon in 1969

Builds upon the achievements of the Apollo missions {
Artemis will expand upon the knowledge gained from Apollo

Artemis |: Uncrewed test flight of the Space Launch System (SLS) and Orion
spacecraft

Key components of the Artemis Mission Artemis 1l: Crewed mission to orbit the Moon without landing
Artemis Ill: Crewed mission to land astronauts on the lunar surface
Artemis Mission NASA's program to return humans to the Moon by 2024 g Small space station that will orbit the Moon
Lunar Gateway Serves as a staging point for lunar landings and deep space exploration
Provides a platform for research and technology development

Proposed lunar habitat for sustained human presence
Artemis Moon Base Camp Supports long-duration missions, lunar surface operations, and scientific exploration

Enables the development of technologies for future deep space missions

Advances human space exploration capabilities and technology

Beneficial outcomes of the Artemis Mission Expands our understanding of the Moon's geology and potential resources

R||academy B Indla,s MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE POrtaI Paves the way for future missions to Mars and beyond
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U.S. government agency <

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Aim to return humans to the Moon Artemis program

Conduct research in space science

Collect and return samples from Mars Mars Sample Return mission

Explore outer space

Successor to Hubble telescope James Webb Space Telescope

Advance aeronautics

International cooperation with space agencies worldwide . .
Collaboration and partnerships

Mercury program

SpaceX, Boeing, etc. Collaboration with private companies

Gemini program

NASA

Apollo program

First launched in 1981
Space Shuttle program <
Retired in 2011

Inspiring future generations to pursue careers in STEM fields

Space programs

Technological advancements and innovations Impact on society

GPS, satellite communication, medical advancements Spinoff technologies benefiting daily life

Joint project with other countries

International Space Station (ISS) <
NASA plays a crucial role in space exploration and scientific discoveries, pushing the Maintained and operated by NASA
boundaries of human knowledge and inspiring the world with its missions and —

achievements.

Moon landing in 1969

Mars exploration missions

Achievements
Hubble Space Telescope

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE PoPEay™ " eererees npenstar seence

Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Established in 1958

Responsible for civilian space exploration

Mars rovers: Spirit, Opportunity, Curiosity, Perseverance



Guru Ghasidas

Guru Ghasidas, also known as Guru Ghasi Das, was a
spiritual leader and social reformer from India.

Guru Ghasidas founded the Sathami community, a sect
that followed his teachings and principles.

Guru Ghasidas's teachings had a profound impact on

the society of his time and continue to inspire people
today.

AS Gold Prelims Portal

He was born in the 18th century in present-day Chhattisgarh, India.

He strongly believed in the abolition of caste discrimination and social inequalities.

Guru Ghasid t of lity, justice, and ion for all beings. . ' o
uru Ghasidas was a proponent of equality, justice, and compassion for all beings { Guru Ghasidas advocated for the upliftment of the downtrodden and marginalized

communities.

The Satnami community aimed to create a society based on egalitarianism and
spiritual enlightenment.

Satnamis considered all individuals as equal and encouraged inter-caste marriages.
They rejected the hierarchical social structure prevalent in the Hindu caste system. {
They promoted education and emphasized the importance of knowledge and wisdom.

Guru Ghasidas composed several devotional songs and hymns, which are still
revered by his followers today.

His philosophy emphasized the importance of self-realization and spiritual
development.

. . . vy . . . . His principles of equality and social harmony are relevant in contemporary society.
Guru Ghasidas's teachings continue to guide individuals in their quest for a just and {

compassionate world. Guru Ghasidas's legacy lives on through various institutions dedicated to promoting

Riiacadémy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal i feachings andidess
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Founded by Guru Ghasidas in the 19th century
Emerged in the Chhattisgarh region of India
Rooted in the Bhakti tradition of Hinduism
Faced opposition from upper-caste Hindus Advocated for social equality and religious harmony

Met with violent reprisals, including massacres and attacks Resistance and Suppression

Despite hardships, the movement continued to grow and resist oppression Rejected the caste system and untouchability
. Emphasized the importance of equality and social justice
Satnami Movement _ o

Satnami community continues to uphold the teachings of Guru Ghasidas Promoted education for all, including the lower castes
Served as an inspiration for other social and religious reform movements Encouraged the use of regional languages in religious practices
Symbolizes the struggle for equality and justice in India's history
. . . . e Attracted a large following among the lower castes

Remains relevant in contemporary discussions on caste and social discrimination

Gained popularity for challenging the oppressive social order

Spread and Impact

Inspired the Satnami community to organize and demand their rights

R||academy \ Iﬂdla'S MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE Portal Contributed to the social reform movements in colonial India
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Rich in biodiversity, the Western Ghats is home to numerous endemic species

The region offers a remarkable variety of ecosystems, including forests, grasslands, Western Ghats, India
and wetlands
Efforts are underway to conserve this unique biodiversity hotspot

The Sundarbans, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is the largest mangrove forest in
the world

It supports a diverse range of plant and animal species, including the Bengal tiger Sundarbans, Bangladesh and India

Conservation programs aim to protect the Sundarbans' ecosystem and mitigate
human-wildlife conflicts

Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS) represent areas of significant ecological and

Examples of Biodiversity Heritage Sites
cultural value

The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest coral reef system and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site

Definition and Importance These sites play a crucial role in the conservation and preservation of biodiversity

It is a hotspot of marine biodiversity, housing thousands of species, including corals,

fishes, and turties Great Barrier Reef, Australia

BHS contribute to maintaining healthy ecosystems and addressing the impacts of

Conservation measures focus on combatting climate change and reducing pollution climate change

impacts

Serengeti is renowned for the annual wildebeest migration, a natural spectacle of

BHS are selected based on their biodiversity richness, rarity, and vulnerability
immense significance

Biodivers Ity Heritage Sites Sites with unique habitats, species, or ecosystems are considered for designation

Protection and management plans are essential factors in the selection process

The park supports a wide variety of wildlife, including lions, elephants, and giraffes Serengeti National Park, Tanzania

Conservation efforts aim to preserve the park's unique ecosystems and prevent
habitat degradation

Some BHS are located within designated global biodiversity hotspots

BHS face various threats, including habitat loss, climate change, and unsustainable o . Hotspots are regions with exceptionally high levels of biodiversity and significant
human activities Global Biodiversity Hotspots threats

Strengthening legal frameworks and increasing public awareness are crucial for
effective conservation

Conservation efforts in hotspots are prioritized due to their extraordinary ecological
importance

Challenges and Future Perspectives

Future initiatives should prioritize the integration of local communities and sustainable

development Rliacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



Recognizes rights of indigenous communities and local stakeholders
Protects traditional knowledge associated with biodiversity

Establishes mechanisms for benefit sharing from utilization of traditional knowledge

Enforces penalties for non-compliance with the Act
Prohibits unauthorized collection or commercial use of biological resources

Prescribes punishment for violation of provisions

Facilitates cooperation with other countries for conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity

Enables exchange of information and expertise

Participates in international agreements and conventions on biodiversity

Allows for periodic review and update of the Act

Enables amendments based on changing needs and emerging challenges

Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs)

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Defines biological diversity

o : . Aims to conserve and manage biodiversity
Definition and Objectives
Promotes sustainable use of biological resources

Protects India's rich biodiversity

Establishes the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA)

Offences and Penalties

Institutional Framework Sets up State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs)

Defines roles and responsibilities of NBA and SBBs
Biological Diversity Act, 2002
Regulates access to biological resources and traditional knowledge

Access and Benefit Sharing Ensures fair and equitable sharing of benefits

International Cooperation
Requires prior approval for commercial utilization of biodiversity

Provides for biodiversity registers and local biodiversity funds

Review and Amendment

. Encourages biodiversity conservation through incentives and rewards
Conservation Measures
Regulates activities impacting biodiversity

Promotes ex-situ conservation efforts

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Promoted social and cultural reforms Advocated for women's rights and equality

Focused on education, literature, arts, and science

Challenged traditional beliefs and practices
Influenced by European Renaissance and Enlightenment thinkers
Inspired by Western ideals and Enlightenment philosophy Aimed to modernize Bengal society
Emphasized rationality, scientific inquiry, and secularism
Pioneer of the Bengal Renaissance
Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Promoted women's education, widow remarriage, and social reforms

Advocated for religious reform and abolition of Sati

Cultural and intellectual movement in Bengal during

Key figures and contributions Rabindranath Tagore Established Visva-Bharati University
Popularized Bengali literature and cultural traditions
Promoted Hindu spiritual philosophy in the West

Swami Vivekananda Emphasized the unity of religions and the divinity of mankind

the late 19th and early 20th centuries E Nobel laureate poet, writer, and philosopher

Be ngal Re naissance Founded the Ramakrishna Mission
Revitalized Bengal's cultural and intellectual landscape
Impact and legacy Laid the foundation for the Indian independence movement

Contributed to the rise of modern Bengal and India

Continues to inspire generations with its progressive

ideas and contributions.

Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Born in 1820 in West Bengal, India
Early Life and Education Became an orphan at a young age

Received education from Sanskrit College in Kolkata

Advocated for the rights of women and widows
Remembered as a key figure in the Bengali Renaissance

Worked towards abolishing child marriage and polygamy

His efforts led to significant social and educational reforms Legacy and Impact Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar Social Reform Work

. N ) e Promoted widow remarriage and female education
Continues to inspire generations with his ideals

Fought against the practice of Sati

Known for his extensive knowledge of Sanskrit literature

. . . . - Translated and simplified various texts into Bengali
Authored and edited several books on various subjects Literary and Intellectual Achievements

_ . Played a key role in the development of modern Bengali prose
Worked towards the preservation of Bengali language and culture Contributions to Education

Promoted secular education and established schools and colleges

Rllacademy \ Indla'S MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE Portal Advocated for the inclusion of girls in formal education
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a. Governments need to manage deficits while ensuring economic growth.

} 1. Balancing fiscal deficit and economic growth

a. Reducing deficits may involve unpopular measures like spending cuts or tax

increases. . . .
2. Political considerations
b. Palitical challenges can arise in implementing such measures.

> 1. United States

b. Striking the right balance requires careful fiscal planning and policy
implementation.

Challenges Definition

public finances.

a. In recent years, the US has faced significant annual fiscal deficits. 1. Increase in government spending

b. High spending on defense, healthcare, and social security contribute to the
deficits.

Annual fiscal deficit

2. Decrease in government revenue

a. Greece experienced a severe fiscal deficit crisis during the global financial
downturn.

> 2. Greece
b. Excessive government spending and tax evasion contributed to the crisis.

1. Debt accumulation {

1. Organizations like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) provide assistance and

guidance to countries facing fiscal deficit challenges. Conse quences

International cooperation

2. Collaboration among countries can facilitate the exchange of best practices and
policy coordination to address fiscal deficits.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

2. Impact on interest rates {
3. Inflationary pressures {

The annual fiscal deficit refers to the amount by which a government's spending
exceeds its revenue in a given fiscal year.

It is an important indicator of a country's financial health and the sustainability of its

a. Government may spend more on public services and infrastructure projects.
b. Social welfare programs and subsidies may contribute to higher spending.
a. A decline in tax collection due to economic downturn or tax evasion.

b. Reduction in tariffs or tax cuts may result in lower revenue.

a. Persistent fiscal deficits lead to an accumulation of government debt.
b. This can create a burden on future generations to repay the debt.

a. Large deficits may increase borrowing needs, leading to higher interest rates.

b. High interest rates can have adverse effects on investment and economic growth.
a. Deficits can increase the money supply through government borrowing.

b. This can lead to inflationary pressures on the economy.
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The FRBM Act plays a significant role in ensuring fiscal discipline and accountability
in India.

It sets targets, establishes monitoring mechanisms, and provides a framework for
responsible fiscal management.

The FRBM Act (Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act) is a legislation in

Critics argue that the Act's targets are too rigid and may hinder economic growth. India.

Introduction

Some suggest that the Act should focus on quality of spending rather than just deficit
reduction.

It was established in 2003 with the aim of maintaining fiscal discipline in the country.

The Act aims to bring transparency and accountability in fiscal operations.
FRBM ACt Key objectlves It focuses on reducing revenue deficits and ensuring the long-term sustainability of

The Act requires the government to publish fiscal outcome statements regularly. public debt.

Challenges and criticisms

There have been concerns about states' compliance with the Act's provisions.

These statements include details of revenue, expenditure, and deficits.

These statements outline the government's revenue and expenditure projections for It promotes the use of medium-term fiscal policy statements to provide a clearer . . .
the next few years. picture of the government's fiscal plans. Monitoring mechanisms

It aims to bring down the fiscal deficit to a certain percentage of GDP.
. ) The Act sets targets for the government to achieve fiscal consolidation. <
The Act also requires the government to present a statement on the impact of

. . It also aims to reduce the revenue deficit.
subsidies on fiscal deficits. Core provisions

The Act establishes a Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Committee
(FRBMC) to oversee the implementation and monitoring of fiscal targets.
The FRBMC is responsible for assessing the fiscal stance of the government.

It provides recommendations on fiscal policy and measures to achieve fiscal targets. Res ponsi bilities of the FRBMC

The committee also evaluates the fiscal risks and suggests corrective actions if
needed.

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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The National Commission on Agriculture was established to address key issues in
agriculture.

Establishment and Purpose

It aims to provide recommendations for improving productivity, sustainability, and
profitability in the agricultural sector.

The commission consists of representatives from government, academia, industry,

Collaborating with international organizations and foreign governments. . "
and farming communities.

Composition and Structure

Engaging with farmers' associations, agricultural unions, and industry stakeholders. Itis headed by a chairman appointed by the government

Collaboration and Engagement

Conducting public consultations and engaging with rural communities.

Facilitating knowledge sharing and capacity building through workshops and

Conducting research and analysis on agricultural policies and practices.
conferences.

Assessing the impact of government interventions on agriculture.

Recommending policy changes to enhance efficiency, competitiveness, and
resilience in the sector.

Submitting periodic reports on agriculture-related issues and recommendations to the

overnment. - .
g Policy Recommendations and Reports
Providing evidence-based policy guidance for informed decision making.
National Commission on Agriculture
Monitoring and evaluating the implementation of agricultural initiatives.
Monitoring the implementation and effectiveness of policy changes in agriculture. . . . S
Evaluation and Impa ct Assessment Providing guidance on land use, water management, and environmental sustainability
Conducting impact assessments to measure the outcomes of agricultural in farming.

interventions.

Key Responsibilities

Collaborating with stakeholders to promote innovation and technology adoption in
agriculture.

Developing strategies to increase crop yields and livestock production.

Regularly reviewing the commission's performance and adjusting strategies. . . . . . .
1. Enhancing Productivity Promoting the use of advanced farming techniques and technologies.

Incorporating feedback from stakeholders and the farming community. . E . h and devel . icultural sci
Continuous Improvement ncouraging research and development in agricultural sciences.

Keeping abreast of emerging trends and challenges in agriculture. ) . . .
Promoting sustainable farming practices to preserve natural resources.

Adapting policies and approaches to meet evolving needs in the sector. ) o ) ) ) ) oo ) )
2. Ensuring Sustainability Addressing soil erosion, water pollution, and biodiversity conservation.

Promoting organic farming and reducing the use of chemical inputs.
Improving infrastructure for storage, transportation, and market connectivity.
Focus Areas 3. Facilitating Market Access Strengthening supply chains to reduce post-harvest losses.
Promoting fair trade practices and market diversification.
Providing financial assistance, subsidies, and insurance schemes.
4. Supporting Farmers Ensuring fair prices for agricultural products.
Enhancing access to credit, training, and extension services.
Developing climate-smart agricultural practices.
5. Climate Resilience and Adaptation Promoting drought-resistant crops and water-efficient irrigation systems.

Supporting farmers in adapting to climate change impacts.
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Definition

and participation of local communities.

Lack of awareness and participation by local communities.

Limited institutional capacity and resources for implementation.

Conflicts between different stakeholders over resource use and management.

Despite its benefits, social forestry faces several challenges, including Challenges
The main objectives of social forestry are

Unsustainable harvesting practices leading to degradation of forests. ’ 4

Community-led forest management in Nepal, where local communities have
successfully protected and managed forest resources.

provided additional income to farmers.

Agroforestry initiatives in Kenya, which have improved agricultural productivity and There are successful examples of social forestry around the world, such as Case studies Soc|a| ForQStry I

Urban greening programs in cities like Singapore, which have enhanced the urban

environment and promoted biodiversity.

The future of social forestry looks promising, with growing recognition of its

importance in achieving sustainable development goals. Efforts are being made to
scale up social forestry initiatives and integrate them into national policies and Future prospects
programs. With increased awareness and support, social forestry can play a
significant role in addressing environmental, social, and economic challenges.

Benefits Social forestry offers several benefits, such as

Riacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Social forestry is the management and conservation of forests with the involvement

To meet the needs of local communities for fuelwood, fodder, and other forest
products.

To provide livelihood opportunities to the rural poor.

To promote the conservation and sustainable use of forest resources.

Agroforestry: Planting and managing trees on agricultural lands to provide both
economic and environmental benefits.

Community forestry: Involving local communities in the management and protection
of forest resources.

Strategies Social forestry is implemented through various strategies, including

Urban forestry: Planting and managing trees in urban and peri-urban areas to
improve the environment and enhance the quality of life.

Joint Forest Management: Collaborative management of forests by the government
and local communities.

Increased availability of wood, fodder, and other forest products for local
communities.

Improved livelihood opportunities for rural people through sustainable use of forest
resources.

Conservation of biodiversity and protection of ecosystems.
Mitigation of climate change through carbon sequestration.

Enhancement of water resources through reforestation and watershed management.
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Indian one-horned rhinos are solitary animals and prefer to live alone.
Indian one-horned rhinos are a species of rhinoceros that inhabit the Indian
subcontinent.

Male rhinos are territorial and mark their territories with dung piles and urine. Behavior and social structure

Description

Females and their calves may form temporary groups. . . .
They are also known as the Indian rhinoceros or the greater one-horned rhinoceros.

Indian one-horned rhinos were once on the brink of extinction, but conservation

efforts have helped increase their population. Indian one-horned rhinos have a large body covered in gray-brown skin with folds

and prominent skin folds.

They are currently listed as wlnerable by the I[UCN. . . . .
They have a single horn that can grow up to 25 inches in length and is made of

Conservation status .
keratin.

Poaching for their horns and habitat loss are the main threats to their survival.

Physical characteristics _
Protected areas, such as national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, have been They have a hump on their neck and a barrel-shaped body.

established to conserve their habitats. . . . .
They have a thick, hairless, and prehensile upper lip.

Indian one-horned rhinos
They can weigh up to 2,700 kg and reach a length of 13-15 feet.

Indian one-horned rhinos play a crucial role in maintaining the ecosystem by
dispersing seeds and grazing on vegetation.

Slgn ificance Indian one-horned rhinos primarily inhabit grasslands, swamps, and forests near

rivers and water sources.

They are also an important tourist attraction, contributing to local economies through
wildlife tourism.

Habitat and range

They are found in parts of India, Nepal, and Bhutan.

Various conservation measures have been implemented to protect Indian one-horned
rhinos. . . . o
oS Indian one-horned rhinos are herbivores and primarily feed on grasses, leaves,

fruits, and aquatic plants.

These include anti-poaching patrols, habitat restoration, and community involvement
In conservation initiatives. They are also known to consume agricultural crops, which often leads to conflicts

with farmers.

Conservation efforts
Translocation of rhinos to suitable habitats has also been carried out to establish new

populations.

Awareness campaigns and education programs are conducted to promote

conservation awareness among local communities. Rllacademy - Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary is a key conservation area for the Indian one-horned
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area in Assam, India.

rhinoceros.

Conservation Efforts Introduction

Efforts have been made to protect the sanctuary and its wildlife from poaching and It is known for its dense population of Indian one-horned rhinoceroses.

habitat loss.
The sanctuary offers wildlife safaris and elephant rides for tourists. .
Visitors can experience the rich biodiversity and witness the majestic rhinoceroses >—m— PObItOI"a Wlldllfe SanCtua ry

up close.

Q \ Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the Morigaon district of Assam.
(o! anco )

It covers an area of about 38.80 square kilometers.

The sanctuary is primarily covered with grasslands and wetland vegetation.

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary is a thriving habitat for the Indian one-horned rhinoceros
and various other wildlife species.

. . rhinoceroses in the world.
Indian One-Horned Rhinoceros

Flora and Fauna , ,
It provides a safe habitat for these endangered creatures.

Its conservation efforts and tourist attractions make it a significant wildlife destination

in Assam, India. ) . . . . .
The sanctuary attracts a wide variety of migratory and resident bird species.
Birds <

It is home to various species of animals, birds, and reptiles. . - . . .
P P Birdwatchers can spot species like the white-bellied heron and greater adjutant stork.

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary has the highest density of Indian one-horned

Pobitora is also home to various reptiles, including the Assam roofed turtle and Indian

thon.
Reptiles Py

The wetland areas attract these reptiles due to their favorable ecosystem.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Origin and history

Emperor of Maurya Empire
} Ashoka the Great
Played a significant role in spreading Buddhism

Trade route facilitating the transmission of ideas and culture :
> Sik Road The spread of Buddhism

Buddhism spread from India to Central Asia, China, and beyond

Buddhism contributed to the development of art, literature, and philosophy Cultural influence

Socially and politically engaged form of Buddhism
> Engaged Buddhism
Promotes activism and social justice

Buddhism

Modern expressions of Buddhism

Buddhism adapted to Western cultural contexts
} Western Buddhism
Interest in meditation and mindfulness practices

Buddhism's influence on other religions and philosophies

Contributions to psychology and mindfulness-based therapies

Impact and influence

Promotion of peace, compassion, and self-awareness in global society

Schools and traditions

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Core beliefs and teachings

Founded in ancient India by Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha
Emerged in the 5th century BCE

Spread throughout Asia and beyond

Life is suffering
Suffering is caused by desire
Four Noble Truths
Ending desire leads to the end of suffering

The Eightfold Path leads to the end of desire

Belief in rebirth after death
Reincarnation and karma {
Actions in this life affect future lives

Ultimate goal of Buddhism
Nirvana {
State of liberation from suffering

Meditation Practice to achieve mindfulness and insight

Respect for all living beings
Non-violence and compassion <
Commitment to non-harming

Oldest surviving school
Theravada Buddhism <
Focus on monastic practice and original teachings

Emphasizes compassion and the idea of the bodhisattva
Mahayana Buddhism <

Includes Pure Land, Zen, and Tibetan Buddhism
Also known as Tibetan Buddhism
Vajrayana Buddhism Unique rituals and practices

Incorporates elements of shamanism and tantra
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Nibbana marks the liberation from the cycle of suffering and the cycle of existence. ) . . ) ) . . .
Nibbana is the ultimate goal in Buddhism, representing the cessation of suffering and

the attainment of liberation.

Liberation Definition

Itis the ultimate goal of all Buddhist teachings and practices.

Nibbana is described as the state of complete peace, bliss, and freedom from all

S forms of suffering.
Characteristics °
It is beyond the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth.
Attaining Nibbana requires deep insight and realization of the true nature of reality. N Ibbana in BUddhlsm

i i Nibbana can be achieved through the practice of the Noble Eightfold Path.
It involves the direct experience and understanding of the Three Marks of Existence: Realization W
impermanence, suffering, and non-self. It requires the eradication of ignorance, craving, and attachment to worldly desires.
Once Nibbana is attained, the cycle of rebirth ends, and the individual achieves Nibbana is considered the highest and most desirable state for all Buddhist
liberation from the cycle of suffering. practitioners.
Importance

The liberated being becomes an arahant and no longer experiences the inherent It signifies the end of the cycle of samsara and the attainment of enlightenment.

dissatisfaction of worldly existence. R“academy N Indla's Most POpUIar UPSC—CSE Portal

Nibbana is often described as an ineffable experience beyond words or concepts.

Experience
It is a state of complete freedom, peace, and transcendence of worldly concerns.
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Numerous tribal communities inhabit the area Cultural significance

Eastern Ghats region has a rich cultural heritage Eastern Ghats: a mountain range in India

Introduction Located along the eastern coast of India

Traditional practices and rituals associated with the mountains Stretching from Odisha in north to Tamil Nadu in south

Eastern Ghats have mineral resources like bauxite and limestone Eastern Ghats divided into several smaller ranges

Agriculture is a major source of livelihood for people in the region Economic aspects Geographic features Vindhya and Mahendragiri are prominent ranges

Forests in the Eastern Ghats contribute to the economy through timber and non-

imber forest products Numerous hills, peaks, and valleys in the region

Eastern Ghats of India

Conservation organizations working to protect the biodiversity Eastern Ghats home o rich biodiversity

Biodiversity Diverse range of flora and fauna

Government initiatives to preserve the Eastern Ghats Conservation efforts

Conservation areas and national parks established in the region Many endemic species found in the region

Eastern Ghats of India, an important mountain range Ecologically significant region

Importance Serves as a habitat for various endangered species

Holds significance in terms of ecology, culture, and economy

Conservation efforts crucial for its SUStainabilitPiiacademy - Ind|als MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE POrta|

Acts as an important water catchment area
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The IUCN Red List is a comprehensive inventory of the conservation status of
species across the globe.

Introduction

It provides an essential tool for assessing the extinction risk and conservation needs
of various species.

These are species that are no longer found on Earth.
Extinct species

They are of high conservation concern as they have completely died out.

These species are facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the near future.
Critically endangered species

The Red List helps identify priority species and areas for conservation efforts. Urgent action is required to save them from disappearing forever.

Conservation implications

It guides decision-making and resource allocation for biodiversity conservation. These species are ata very high risk of becoming extinct in the wild.

Endangered species

\ Efforts are needed to prevent their population decline and eventual extinction.
IUCN Red List

The IUCN Red List is regarded as the most authoritative resource on the

These species are considered to be at a high risk of endangerment.
conservation status of species.

Vulnerable species
Imp ortance Their populations are declining, and they require conservation measures to survive.

It plays a crucial role in raising awareness, informing policy decisions, and

. X . These species are close to qualifying for a threatened category.
promoting conservation actions. Near threatened species

They may be at risk in the near future if conservation actions are not taken.
These species have the lowest risk of extinction.

Least concern species
They are not currently facing any significant threats to their survival.

The IUCN Red List assessments are conducted by expert scientists and
organizations.

They evaluate various factors such as population size, habitat loss, and species'

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal "o e
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It is also known as Pterocarpus santalinus

Native to the forests of South India

Red Sanders is a type of tree

Belongs to the family Fabaceae

Known for its rich red wood

Overall, Red Sanders is a valuable tree species, prized
for its wood, cultural significance, and ecological

importance. Efforts are being made to protect and SESE Sl G Ll

conserve this endangered species.

Mainly for making furniture and handicrafts

Red Sanders

The wood is used for various purposes <

lllegal felling and smuggling are common Red Sanders is high Iy valued Also used in religious ceremonies and carvings

Strict measures are taken to prevent illegal trade Due to its scarcity and limited availability

Red Sanders is protected under the law

The demand for Red Sanders is high <

Tree plantations are established It is considered a threatened species

Conservation awareness programs are conducted

Used to treat various ailments
It has a long history of use in traditional medicine <
Believed to have medicinal properties

Red Sanders has a cultural significance

Produces a bright red color
Red Sanders is also used in dyeing and coloring <

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal eedlo dye fodies andsbries
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Indian Bison (Bos gaurus)
Indian Elephant (Elephas maximus)
Indian Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis)

Lion-Tailed Macaque (Macaca silenus)

. . Malabar Giant Squirrel (Ratufa indica)
List of animals protected by the Act

Imprisonment for a term not less than three years and a fine of not less than 25,000
rupees.

Nilgiri Tahr (Nilgiritragus hylocrius)

Offenses related to hunting, capturing, or killing animals in Schedule IV ' o
Subsequent offenses may result in imprisonment for a term not less than seven years Great Indian Bustard (Ardeotis nigriceps)

and a fine of not less than 50,000 rupees. Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia)

Imprisonment for a term not less than three years and a fine of not less than 10,000

rupees. . . .
> Offenses related to trade or commerce of Schedule IV animals or their parts Offenses and penalties Schedule IV of The Wildlife Protection Act
Subsequent offenses may result in imprisonment for a term not less than six years

and a fine of not less than 25,000 rupees. |

Asiatic Lion (Panthera leo persica)

Bengal Tiger (Panthera tigris tigris)

Imprisonment for a term not less than three years and a fine of not less than 10,000 Hunting, capturing, or killing these animals is strictly prohibited.

rupees. Offenses related to possession, transport, or export of Schedule IV animals or their Trade and commerce involving any part or derivative of these animals is strictly
Subsequent offenses may result in imprisonment for a term not less than six years parts regulated.
and a fine of not less than 25,000 rupees.
Possession, transport, and export of these animals or their parts require special
permissions.

Any person found violating the provisions of this schedule shall be penalized.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Used stock characters and typical situations Born in Athens in 342 BC

Father was a well-known general

Employed clever wordplay and banter

Studied under the philosopher Theophrastus

Balanced humor with moral lessons Dramatic Style Life and Background

Employed irony and satire to criticize society Wrote over 100 plays, but only 11 survived

Created engaging and entertaining plots Known for his wit and realistic portrayal of everyday life

Menander

Highly regarded during his lifetime Innovated the New Comedy genre

Popularized the New Comedy genre Focused on the lives of everyday people

Served as a model for subsequent playwrights Portrayed human flaws and weaknesses

Legacy and Influence Works and Contributions

Inspired numerous adaptations and translations Created complex and relatable characters

Influenced later playwrights such as Plautus and Terence

Recognized as one of the greatest Greek playwrights

poines lobe shied and performegiodey Riiacademy: India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Addressed social and political issues in his works
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Menander's curiosity about the meaning of "self"
Using the metaphor of a chariot to explain the concept of "self"

Nagasena's skillful responses to King Menander's questions <
Clarifying that there is no permanent, unchanging self

Nagasena's influence on King Menander

Held in the city of Sagala

King Menander's initial doubts about Buddhism Hearing about Nagasena's wisdom, King Menander initiates the debate

The debate between Nagasena and King Menander
Impressing King Menander with his knowledge and logical explanations
Nagasena's eloquence in presenting Buddhist teachings <

Nagasena A Buddhist monk in the early reign of King Menander Known for his debate with KIRGISHEMNdSE Convincing King Menander to have faith in Buddhism

Marked a turning point in King Menander's spiritual journey

The significance of Nagasena's debate Demonstrated the intellectual depth of Buddhist philosophy

King Menander's support and patronage of Buddhism
Contributed to the spread and acceptance of Buddhism in the region <
Influence on the population's perception of Buddhism
Regarded as one of the greatest philosophers in Buddhist history

' His debate with King Menander became a prominent example of skillful debate in
Nagasena's legacy Buddhist literature

Remembered for his ability to communicate complex concepts in a clear and

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Established in 1952

Introduction Supreme legislative body of India

Bicameral structure

Monsoon Session, Winter Session, and Budget Session :
Sessions and Procedures

Question Hour, Zero Hour, and Private Members' Bills

Members appointed by President
Rajya Sabha (Council of States) <
Represents states and union territories

Members elected directly by the people
Lok Sabha (House of the People) {
Represents the people of India

Composition

Safeguarding democratic values

Balancing power between the branches of government Impo rtance P a I'I | ame nt Of I n d ia

Facilitating public participation in decision-making

Enacts laws
Ensuring effective functioning and productivity Legislative power <
Approves the national budget

Addressing issues of parliamentary disruptions Challenges and Reforms
Examines government policies
Executive control <
Ensures accountability of the executive

Monitors government expenditures
Financial control <
Approves taxes and loans

Represents diverse interests and opinions
Representation {
Upholds democratic principles

Strengthening transparency and accountability measures

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Joined the Indian National Congress
Played a significant role in India's struggle for independence <

Actively involved in various underground activities against the British Raj
Fought for land reforms and improved labor conditions

Advocate for the rights of peasants and workers <
Represented the concerns of marginalized sections of society

Served as a Member of the Lok Sabha

Indian Bengali politician and freedom fighter Elected as a Member of Parliament several times <

Contributed to legislative discussions on national issues

Promoted education among the masses
Scholar and educationist <
Established educational institutions in rural areas

Pandit Bhabani Charan Pathak

Remembered as a pioneer in the fight for social justice
Legacy and recognition <
Honored with several awards for his contributions

Continue to inspire generations with his ideals and

achievements

UPSC-CSE Portal
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Boycott of British goods and institutions . . .
> Use of non-violent protests and agitations £ i« distress faced by the Indi ; Heavy taxation and increase in land revenue
Encouragement of Swadeshi movement conomic distress taced Dy the Indian peasantry o . y . . o
Loss of traditional industries due to the British policy of industrialization

Methods and Impact

Laid the foundation for future freedom struggles

} Amplified nationalist sentiments against British rule

Strengthened the Indian national identity Decentralized power in the hands of the Zamindars

Introduction of the Permanent Settlement in Bengal {
Exploitative land revenue system leading to farmers' grievances

Imprisonment and execution of rebel leaders . .
> Brutal British repression Drain of wealth from India

Crushing of rebelions through military force Sa nyasi Revolt British economic policies Neglect of Indian industries and agriculture

- . . . : Suppression and Consequences
Realization of the need for collective action and unity among Indians PP q Introduction of cash-crop cultivation leading to food shortage

Emergence of new leaders and organizations dedicated to India's freedom struggle

Led the revolt in Punjab
Baba Ram Singh <
Demanded social and economic reforms

Advocated for the revival of Vedic values and Hinduism
Swami Dayananda Saraswati <
Inspired the rebellion in North India

Catalyst for future anti-colonial movements

Inspiring example of resistance against British rule Long-term Significance

Leaders and Influence

Paved the way for the Indian independence movement Shaped the trajectory of Indian nationalism

Tamil Nadu-based tribal leader who fought against British oppression
Veerapandiya Kattabomman <

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Votated fhe revoltin fhe soufhern region
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Wetlands are vital ecosystems that are characterized by the presence of water

Wetlands play a crucial role in maintaining biodiversity

Definition and importance of wetlands , o _ _
Wetlands act as natural water filters and help in improving water quality

Wetlands provide habitat for a wide variety of plant and animal species

Mangroves are salt-tolerant trees growing in coastal areas

Mangrove wetlands Mangrove wetlands provide shelter to many marine species

Mangrove forests act as a buffer against coastal erosion

Through these various levels, the wetlands in India can

Riverine wetlands are formed along the banks of rivers

be explored, highlighting their significance, types,

hr n nservation m res.
t eats, and conservatio casures Riverine wetlands Riverine wetlands serve as breeding grounds for many fish species

Riverine wetlands help in recharging groundwater levels

< Lakes and ponds are freshwater wetlands found across India

WEtIandS In Indla Lakes and ponds Lakes and ponds support a diverse range of flora and fauna

Lakes and ponds provide recreational and tourism opportunities

The Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017 provide legal protection
to wetlands

National and state level policies aim to protect and conserve wetland ecosystems Legal protection and policy initiatives

Ramsar Convention recognizes and promotes the conservation of wetlands
Ox-bow lakes are formed when a meandering river gets cut off from its main channel

Restoration projects focus on reviving degraded wetlands and their biodiversity
s . he ] Ox-bow lakes Ox-bow lakes are important breeding grounds for water birds
ustainable management practices aim to ensure the long-term preservation o . . . :
wetlands Restoration and management efforts Conservation measures for wetlands in India Ox-bow lakes help in nutrient recycling and sediment trapping

Community participation and awareness play a key role in wetland conservation
Construction of roads, buildings, and industries encroach upon wetlands

Regular monitoring helps in assessing the health of wetland ecosystems
Urbanization and infrastructure development Urbanization leads to increased pollution and waste discharge into wetlands

Research studies provide valuable insights into wetland ecology and conservation Monitoring and research
Infrastructure development disrupts natural hydrological patterns

Data collection and analysis guide decision-making for wetland management
Industrial and agricultural pollution affects the water quality of wetlands

Pollution and solid waste dumping Improper solid waste management leads to accumulation of waste in wetlands

Threats to wetlands in India
Pollution and waste dumping harm the aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems

Overfishing and hunting of species disrupt the ecological balance of wetlands

Overexploitation of wetland resources Excessive water extraction for irrigation affects the water levels in wetlands

Unsustainable tourism activities degrade the natural beauty of wetlands

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Rich in plant and animal species, many of which are rare or endangered
} Biodiversity hotspots

Serve as breeding grounds and habitats for numerous migratory birds
Wetlands are areas where water covers the soil or is present near the surface

Wetlands trap sediments, nutrients, and pollutants, improving water quality
} Water purification and filtration Important role of wetlands in maintaining water balance

Wetlands are transitional zones between land and water ecosystems <

Help in replenishing groundwater and maintaining water flow in rivers

Definition and characteristics of wetlands Wide variety of wetland types including marshes, swamps, and bogs

Presence of water for a significant duration of time
Key features of wetlands {
Unique plant and animal communities adapted to wet conditions

Importance of wetlands

Wetlands act as natural sponges, absorbing excess water and reducing flood risks
} Flood control and erosion prevention

Vegetation in wetlands helps stabilize soil and prevents erosion

Wetlands store large amounts of carbon in plant biomass and soil
} Climate regulation and carbon storage

Mitigate climate change by capturing and storing greenhouse gases
Wetlands Found in both freshwater and saltwater environments
- Marsh Ch terized b t herb lants lik d sed
Drainage and conversion of wetlands for agriculture and urban development _ _ arsnes aracierized by emergent NErbaceols pian's fike grasses and sedges
> Habitat loss and degradation \ Act as filters for pollutants and provide habitat for various species

Pollution from industrial activities and excessive nutrient inputs
Dominated by trees and woody vegetation

Non-native species outcompete native wetland plants and animals
Can be classified into different types based on tree species, such as cypress

Invasive species and altered hydrolo -
> P yerology Threats and conservation of wetlands Swamps o

Act as a natural buffer against floods and help in water purification

Changes in water flow disrupt the natural balance of wetland ecosystems

Wetland protection and restoration through legislation and policies

Increased public awareness and education about wetland values Conservation efforts Form in areas with poor drainage, resulting in waterlogged and acidic conditions

Collaboration between governments, NGOs, and local communities for effective Bogs Mainly composed of sphagnum moss and other specialized plant species

conservation
) ~l er Function as carbon sinks and support unique plant and animal communities
A \ ’
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Factors such as interest rates, inflation, and economic stability influence the level of

. L Economic Conditions:
investment in fixed assets.

Policies related to taxation, regulation, and subsidies can impact the investment
decisions of both public and private sectors.

Government Policies:

Definition:

economy over a given period of time.

Determinants of Fixed Capital Formation

The availability of advanced technology and innovation can encourage investment in
new and improved fixed assets.

Technological Advancements:

The overall confidence of businesses in the economic environment affects their
willingness to invest in fixed capital.

Business Confidence: country.

Measurement and Analysis Fixed Capital Formation Gross Fixed Capial Formaton

Net Fixed Capital Formation:

Fixed Capital Formation is measured as a component of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and can be analyzed to assess economic growth and productivity.

Access to affordable financing is crucial for promoting investment in fixed capital. Financing:

Residential Investment:

Inadequate infrastructure can hinder the process of fixed capital formation. Infrastructure Deficits:

Uncertain government policies and regulations can create a lack of confidence
among investors.

Non-residential Investment:

Policy Uncertainty:

Challenges

Types of Fixed Capital Formation

Balancing economic growth with sustainability considerations is essential for
responsible fixed capital formation.

Public Sector Investment:

Sustainability:

The distribution of fixed capital formation across different regions and sectors can
contribute to income inequality.

Inequality: Private Sector Investment:

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Fixed Capital Formation refers to the process of increasing the fixed assets in an

It plays a crucial role in the long-term economic growth and development of a

It includes all the investments made by both public and private sectors in fixed assets.

It is the difference between gross fixed capital formation and the depreciation of
existing fixed assets.

It includes the construction and renovation of houses and other residential buildings.

It includes investments made in non-residential buildings such as offices, factories,
and infrastructure.

Itincludes investments made by the government in infrastructure projects like roads,
bridges, and schools.

It includes investments made by private companies in machinery, equipment, and
other fixed assets.



Buddhism and Brahmanism

Buddhism

Founded by Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha <

Prince who renounced his luxurious lifestyle to seek enlightenment
Attained enlightenment under the Bodhi tree

Existence of suffering and its causes

Teachings based on Four Noble Truths Cessation of suffering is attainable

Originated in ancient India

Attracted followers from various social backgrounds {

The path to end suffering is the Eightfold Path
Monks and nuns renounced worldly life to follow the Buddha's teachings

Lay followers practiced moral conduct, meditation, and wisdom

Emperor Ashoka played a significant role in its expansion
Spread to other parts of Asia <

Ancient religious and social system in India

Split into different traditions (Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana)

Vedic texts, rituals, and sacrifices played a central role
Emerged from the Vedic period
Brahmins (priestly class) held a dominant position

Veneration of various gods and goddesses

Belief in the eternal order of the universe (Rita)
Performance of rituals to maintain cosmic harmony

Scriptures containing hymns, rituals, and philosophical discussions
Authority of the Vedas and Brahmins
Elaborate caste system with strict social hierarchy

Many Hindu practices and beliefs evolved from Brahmanism
Influence on Hinduism
Absorption of regional traditions and deities into Hinduism
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Ancient Indian kingdom that existed from around 230

Ruled over a large part of present-day South India

Many rulers were patrons of Buddhism and built numerous stupas and viharas Known for its significant political, economic, and cultural influence <

> Showed a significant influence of Buddhism and Jainism Flourished during the Satavahana golden age

Jainism also flourished, with the presence of Jain temples and inscriptions

BCE to 220 CE

. . . Had its capital at Pratishthana, present-day Paithan in Maharashtra
Constructed Hindu temples and supported Brahmanical rituals __

} Encouraged the growth of Hinduism as well Religion and culture
Epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana were patronized
_ _ o Believed to have been a native dynasty
Sculptures, caves, and monasteries showcase their artistic prowess Ruled by a dynasty of rulers called Satavahanas

> Art and architecture flourished during their rule Initially, ruled as local chieftains and later established a central authority

The Amaravati Stupa and the Sanchi Stupa are prominent examples v

Satava ha na klngdom Governors had administrative and military responsibilities
Divided into provinces and districts, each under the control of governors

. o . Central administration oversaw the governance of the entire kingdom
Gradually lost control over its territories to other regional powers

} Weak successors and internal conflicts weakened the kingdom
Eventually succumbed to the Gupta Empire and the rise of other dynasties

Decline and legacy

Benefited from the rich river valleys of Godavari and Krishna

Satavahana rule shaped the political landscape of South India Flourished due to agricultural productivity and trade networks <

} However, their influence on regional politics and culture remained Main agricultural products included grains, fruits, and textiles

Their art and architecture continue to inspire and captivate today.

Economy and trade

Traded goods like spices, precious stones, and textiles
Connected to major trade routes such as the Silk Road and maritime trade routes <

RIIaCademy A |ﬂdla'S MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE POI’ta| Played a vital role in regional and international trade
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State in eastern India Second most populous state in India

Capital city is Patna

Historical attractions like Nalanda, Bodh Gaya, and Patna Sahib

Known for its rich history and cultural heritage
Natural beauty with mountains, rivers, and wildlife sanctuaries

Located in the fertile Gangetic plains

Geography

Diverse cultural heritage with influences from various regions Bordered by Nepal, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand

Famous for its folk dances, music, and art forms

Ancient kingdom during the time of Mahabharata
Participates In fhe demooratic system of India >—m—— B|h ar —_'HHI:II% Important center of power during the Maurya and Gupta empires
Varied political affiliations and parties in the state

Witnessed the rise and fall of several dynasties

Poverty and development issues Major agricultural state

Challenges

Poor infrastructure in certain regions Known for production of rice, wheat, and vegetables

Growing industry and service sectors
Efforts for economic growth and development

Future prospects

Focus on improving infrastructure and quality of life

Home to reputed educational institutions like Nalanda University

PO r fé?rs on improving literacy rates in recent years

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular -



v BIHAR

a+ Hamﬁagar
gﬂhﬂ-

- % N E P A L

b

PASHCHIM b Raxaul

@%5;: H;nL|mr-'.uu=n|!u\|R
sl

Eeu@h lSagaull m
Sy Jﬂnﬂhaﬂ m;srmmm-u

Tal LI}
.""\--..-—"'

FI
LIHBA She nl‘@r ‘@ﬁitama nagar.. ]
GQF:ALEAN CHAMPARAN @ ;; : MADHUBAN} \,_ﬁ :

3 [rarel %, Qg [T L__ L5 .
—"'".x Eﬂpﬂ.lﬂ'ﬂn] ’E wll q.lill'ﬂ.. '+3HtE? H a:h .Hidhlﬂ]ll‘!l A;'ﬂa”
o 25y N LIy g ....‘fi "‘ém‘\, Sl e

Siwan 5, q_,mlanFAHPUR harpls
), —1 rbimng‘a;hﬂ;.r = @Supaul - *TJ; F— O e

@-1, 5 B
SIWAN ,Maﬁaﬁ.]g; ‘é%_ E A ™ S Aratia g
] BT iz 5
\—\\ (o) ' (| Gy Mu fr.-rpu ‘"DAHEHMJGA ok IINEADHEF'U P
UTTAR '

‘F SHANGA .1

£ gyl e kg lFm‘t}EEganj
z EUPALJL \AR&HIA 117!
.H !:'

e Mamaura" A 1.!:_;_ . W @ Madh pL !
B el S *-gARAH 7 LA @samstw-- Stharsa® =& Bl ey, DAv 3
- gChhapra, TI.‘I.’RISH#.LIE'-?’ 5, *5-‘“’“"*5_5# i [ .PURNIA 'EFPumf.-w
iktbiﬁ}'ﬂh Wm\_ﬂ“ AY ) (- ‘-5'“".!:1',"' |- :
Danapure. 7, L?‘"ﬁﬂié@“”“wﬂ“ Wﬁ-mslaw 2 & X\ s “"""‘.H
i f +— 4
sl -r@@f‘“!‘“ [ 'F"itn!._ s e xﬁﬁummﬁqa@mmﬂaﬂﬁ u Z L
Jagdiepur’ PA]]HA e R Bam '*@...-u—‘umm i) [ggHERaT ) ai WEST
e Masautig | F.rmann = ""“P“f E"’""ﬁ e AGALPY BENGAL
_.-':‘;. oy o Ba o l 1 !:!-_.--r@
e Arwal(s) 2 Joha hi'f'{namar 2 H "MLINGER,
~ ROHTAS' v ARWAL Vil Q?a Sharif 3 o S.b'?f @Fa"h' -Hh.mgﬁf E;:Eﬁlpur
v LN G W A JEHAN ﬁﬂﬁg : shiﬁ;ﬁ ura Aummmhm @ Aman
by -:;P,r"lDaudnaﬁg ww %.r e WD i -~ 1 LEGEND |
Eﬁj AT I_” f L1 ; & e} "”“’I@quul" &Ba ——— International Boundary !
KAIMUR -'EHE-EI'HI‘I'Ih 3 Hi @Mamda Lr | BANKA ~5% — State/JT Boundary
EHABU%\ ! e Ga!@' i §ﬁa. @ Jhi_i‘lﬂlh, S UV District Boundary
} Aupan nhad@ &) - u:ih s ; hNAWADA =) ) ®  State/JT Capital
AURANGABAD gmrg ¥

3 jw‘j ®  District Headgquarter
gt 5= Mational Highway

L3
= State Highway

Sherghati®.- han z
WG‘_: '—'/_r} Major Road
ol e Railway
JHARKHAND “%-  RiverlLakes

Copyfght & 2022 www.mapsofindia.com & City/Town

A NN Y W A W R WS BN BN SR V A B S R W N S SR N NN VAN B W SUR N SN S W N W N W I N A S SIS W A SIS A WSS W T N S S S A

1)




|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Dealing with logistical issues Government initiative

Challenges

Ensuring sustainability of the project

Overcoming resistance from local communities Introduction Aim to provide clean drinking water to every household

Obtaining necessary funds and resources Inspired by the success of the Namami Gange project

. : . Collaborations with various stakeholders
Expanding the project to other regions

. I . Construction of water treatment plants
Continuous monitoring and evaluation

Implementation

Har Ghar Gangajal project

Encouraging community participation Installation of water pipelines

N . . Training of local communities for maintenance and management
Implementing innovative technologies

Har Ghar Gangajal project plays a crucial role in providing clean drinking water to

Improved access to clean drinking water
every household

Reduction in waterborne diseases
Government's commitment towards improving public health and well-being

Benefits

Enhanced quality of life for residents

Riiacademy™ India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Promefon effgiene and sanfaton practices

Continued efforts needed for the success and long-term impact of the project
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Originated in Africa

Rich in protein and fiber

Pearl Millet
Used in making porridge, bread, and snacks
Can withstand drought and heat
Grown in Asia
: Gluten-free and easily digestible
Types of Millets Foxtail Millet
Used in various dishes like salads, soups, and stir-fries Good source of iron and calcium
Substitute for rice, wheat, and other grains . . Used in making dosa, upma, and porridge
Culinary Uses of Millets
Versatile ingredient in baking and cooking Native to Africa and Asia
Adds nutty flavor and texture to dishes High in calcium and fiber
Finger Millet

Helps in managing diabetes and weight loss

Grown in dry regions with low water requirements Used in making roti, porridge, and malt

Thrive in diverse soil conditions

Resistant to pests and diseases Growing Millets Rich in antioxidants

Millets

Sustainable and eco-friendly crop High in fiber, promoting digestion

Can be cultivated organically

Nutritional Benefits of Millets Good source of minerals like magnesium and phosphorus

Low glycemic index, suitable for diabetics

Staple food in many developing countries Gluten-free, suitable for those with gluten intolerance

Provide nutrition to millions of people

Help in food security and poverty alleviation Global Importance of Millets Aid in weight loss

Adapt to climate change and contribute to sustainability Control blood sugar levels

Promote biodiversity and preserve indigenous farming methods

Health Benefits of Millets

Reduce the risk of heart disease

Improve digestion and prevent constipation

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal oSy Ene e anem



Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare \

Soil Management
Crop Production <
Pest Control

Crop Cultivation
Horticulture Floriculture
Department of Agriculture Olericulture

Pesticide Regulation
Plant Protection <
Quarantine Measures

Farmer Training Programs
Agricultural Extension {
Technology Transfer
Cattle Rearing
Livestock Farming Poultry Farming
Goat and Sheep Raising
Milk Production
Department of Anftag{§lusbandry Dairy Development Dairy Infrastructure
Milk Processing
Vaccination Programs
Animal Health Services { _
Disease Control Measures
Fish Farming
Inland Fisheries Aquarium Fish Production
Fish Seed Production
Deep-sea Fishing
Department of Fisheries Marine Fisheries Fish Processing
Export of Seafood
Shrimp Farming
Aquaculture Fish Hatcheries
Fish Feed Production

Farmers' Organizations
Cooperative Societies {
Marketing Cooperatives

Agricultural Loans
Department of Agricultural Cooperation Credit and Insurance {
Crop Insurance Schemes

Wholesale Markets
Agricultural Marketing <
Promotion of Agri-business

Plant Breeding
Crop Research {

Genetics and Biotechnology

Animal Nutrition
Department of Agriculture Research and Education Livestock Research {
Animal Genetics

Aquatic Ecology
Fishery Research {
Fish Health Management
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Born in 1853

Published the book "Gujarat and the Gujaratis" in 1883 Grew up in Gujarat, India

Recognized as a social reformer Education at Elphinstone College, Bombay

Impact on women's rights movement in India

Remembered for his progressive views and activism ’m_< Advocate in Bombay High Court
Behra mj i Malabari Journalist and Writer

Behramiji Malabari, a social reformer and writer, dedicated his life to fighting against
social injustices, particularly those affecting women. Through his activism, he
advocated for the abolition of child marriage, widow remarriage, and education for
girls. His contributions and progressive views continue to inspire and have left a
lasting impact on the women's rights movement in India.

Activism against child marriage

Worked for women's rights

Contributions Advocate for widow remarriage

Advocate for education of girls

Founder of the Widows Home

Rilacademy India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Reflects the architectural styles of the time
Built in the early 20th century <

Provides education and vocational training opportunities Known for its unique design and craftsmanship
} Offers various programs and services for women

Supports women to become financially independent Provided them with a safe and supportive environment

Role today in promoting women's empowerment A historical building in Bangalore Served as a shelter for destitute women <
Advocates for gender equality and empowerment Empowered women through education and vocational training
> Collaborates with other organizations to address women's issues

Engages in advocacy campaigns and awareness programs Played a vital role in advocating for women's rights

Significance in the Indian women's rights movement <
Hosted important meetings and discussions on women's issues

Seva Sadan

‘4

Aims to provide services to more women in need
> Expanding its reach and impact

Plans to open new centers in different locations Recognized for its cultural and historical importance
Declared a heritage site by the government
Seeks to work with like-minded organizations and individuals Protected and preserved for future generations

} Strengthening partnerships and collaborations Future plans and hopes
Wishes to create a wider network for women's empowerment

Strives to uphold its mission and values
> Continuation of its legacy

Hopes to inspire future generations to work towards women's rights and welfare R | IaCad e rny . I n d Ials M OSt PO p U | ar U PSC B CS E PO rtal

Requires restoration and repairs to maintain its structural integrity
Facing maintenance and funding challenges
Seeks financial support to continue its social welfare activities




IAS G O I d P rel Ims PO rtal The virus is believed to have originated from rodents and monkeys in Africa.

It is caused by the monkeypox virus, which belongs to the same family as the
smallpox virus. The primary mode of transmission is through direct contact with infected animals or
humans.

Monkeypox is a viral disease that affects humans and

Treatment is primarily supportive, as there is no specific antiviral medication for Diagnosis of monkeypox involves laboratory tests, animals

However, smallpox vaccine can provide some protection against the disease. ———
monkeypox.
P such as PCR or ELISA. Monkeypox typically causes a mild illness in humans, resembling smallpox.

This includes regular handwashing and avoiding consumption of bushmeat. > Prevention strategies for monkeypox include avoiding stptoms of mon keypox include fever, rash, swollen The rash usually starts on the face and then spreads to other parts of the body.

contact with wild animals and practicing good hygiene. Monkeypox lymph nodes, and body aches. Although rare, monkeypox can occasionally cause severe illness and even death.

These can help control the spread of the disease. Vaccination campaigns may also be implemented in affected areas.

Outbreaks are often linked to close contact with infected animals, such as rodents or

It is important to be aware of the symptoms and take preventive measures to reduce In conclusion, monkeypox is a viral disease that can Monkeypox has been reported in various countries, primates
the risk of infection. cause mild to severe illness in humans. including the Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, '
and the United States. The disease can also spread from person to person through respiratory droplets. This makes it a potential public health concern.

Rilacademyi- India's Most Popular U



WHO provides technical support for strengthening health systems

WHO assists countries in capacity-building and improving health infrastructure

WHO supports the development of policies and strategies for climate change
adaptation

WHO works on preventing and reducing environmental health risks

WHO focuses on addressing health inequalities and addressing social determinants
of health

WHO emphasizes the importance of health promotion and disease prevention
strategies

WHO fosters partnerships for health development and innovation

WHO encourages community participation and engagement in health programs and
initiatives

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

WHQO's primary goal is to promote and protect the health of all people

WHO works on various areas such as public health, infectious diseases, and
noncommunicable diseases

WHO is a specialized agency of the United Nations

WHO works with member states to develop and
implement health policies and strategies

WHO collaborates with other international organizations and partners to achieve its
goals

WHO conducts research and provides evidence-based guidance on health issues

WHO plays a key role in addressing the health impacts

S TUEU GET D ELe) IR IS TS WHO's main functions include setting health priorities,

World Health Organisation (WHO) monitoring health trends, and promoting research

WHO is committed to promoting health and well-being
for all people throughout their life course WHO plays a crucial role in response to global health WHO coordinates international efforts during outbreaks and pandemics

eme rgencies WHO provides guidance on prevention, treatment, and control of diseases

WHO engages with the private sector, civil society, and
communities to promote health and well-being

WHO works towards the achievement of universal WHO promotes equitable access to essential health services
health coverage for all individuals and communities WHO advocates for health equity and social determinants of health

Rilacademy - India's Most PS3E

WHO provides leadership and coordination on global health issues

WHO sets norms and standards, and provides technical assistance and capacity-
building to countries
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Bal Shastri Jambhekar's birth and family background

Early life and education
His education and early influences

Jambhekar's involvement in social and political movements

His advocacy for women's rights and education Social and political involvement

Jambhekar's founding of the first newspaper in Marathi language

Jambhekar's role in the freedom struggle of India His role in promoting the use of Devanagari script

Career as a journalist
Jambhekar's efforts in social reform through journalism

Circumstances of Jambhekar's death

Recognition and honors posthumously awarded to Jambhekar Death and legacy Bal Shastri Jambhekar

Impact of Jambhekar's journalism on society

Influence of Jambhekar's work on future generations Jambhekar's role in standardizing Marathi language

Contribution to Indian languages His contributions to the development of other Indian languages

Jambhekar's impact on journalism and language Jambhekar's efforts in language education

development in India

Jambhekar's writings and publications

Literary works Themes and style of Jambhekar's literary works

Rllacademy - Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE Portal Reception and legacy of Jambhekar's literary contributions
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News on politics, sports, entertainment, and more
Provides news on various topics <

A popular newspaper in Mumbai Updates on local events and happenings

Known for its unbiased reporting

Facilitates informed decision-making

Contributes to the democratic fabric of the city

Expands readership across different communities
Reaches a diverse audience {

Acts as a watchdog for accountability and transparency Ensures everyone can access news and information

Published in both English and local languages

Reflects the cultural diversity of Mumbai

Investigative reports uncovering corruption and scandals
Offers in-depth analysis and features Stimulates critical thinking and discussion
Bombay Darpan Opinion pieces showcasing different perspectives <

Promotes dialogue on important issues

Influences public discourse and debates . : : . -
Plays a crucial role in shaping public opinion

Raises awareness about social issues and injustice

Follows journalistic ethics and standards
Guards against misinformation and fake news Serves as a reliable source of information
} Fact-checks news and ensures accuracy

Builds trust with the audience

Gives voice to the marginalized and underrepresented

Allows readers to stay updated on-the-go
Website and mobile app provide convenient access to news <
: Enables sharing and engagement through social media
Has a strong online presence _ '
Provides an essential platform for communication and dialogue Overall, Bombay Darpan is an integral part of Mumbai's Enhances storytelling and user experience

) Provides multimedia content like videos and photo galleries <
Empowers citizens by keeping them informed. media landscape

Appeals to a wider range of readers

. . . Embraces digital platforms and emerging technologies
Continues to evolve and adapt to the changing media grarp 9ne 9

landscape

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Live streaming of events and interviews
Implements innovative strategies to engage readers <
Interactive quizzes and polls for audience participation



The CrPC is a code of criminal procedure used in India.
Introduction Definition and Purpose <

It outlines the legal process for the investigation, trial, and punishment of criminal
The CrPC has undergone several amendments and revisions since its enactment.
} Evolution of the CrPC

offenses.
These changes aim to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the criminal
justice system. . -
Amendments and Revisions The CrPC is divided into various chapters and sections.
Recent reforms in the CrPC focus on streamlining procedures, improving access to Chapters and Sections
justice, and protecting the rights of the accused. Each chapter deals with specific aspects of criminal proceedings.
Recent Reforms ~

These reforms aim to ensure a fair and expedited criminal justice system.

Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)

The CrPC provides guidelines for the arrest and detention of individuals suspected of

committing crimes.
The CrPC plays a crucial role in maintaining law and order in India.

Arrest and Detention

It lays down the rules for when and how a person can be arrested and the duration of
It provides a framework for fair and transparent criminal proceedings. Significance of the CrPC

their detention.
The code ensures the protection of individual rights and promotes the rule of law.

The CrPC outlines the powers and procedures for conducting criminal investigations.
Investigation <

It specifies the role of the police, their powers of search and seizure, and the
Key Provisions collection of evidence.

The CrPC sets out the procedure for conducting criminal trials in courts.
Trial and Proceedings <

It covers various aspects such as the framing of charges, examination of witnesses,
and the role of the judge.

The CrPC provides guidelines for sentencing convicted individuals.
Sentencing and Appeals <

It also outlines the process for filing appeals against the verdict of a lower court.



|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Protects the privacy and well-being of wlnerable individuals, especially victims

Encourages open testimony from witnesses who may otherwise be hesitant to share
L . Advantages
sensitive information

Maintains the confidentiality of classified information or sensitive family matters

Advantages and disadvantages of in-camera
proceedings

Reduces transparency in the legal system, potentially limiting the public's trust in the
judiciary

May hinder media scrutiny and accountability, raising concerns about fairness and Disad
impartiality isadvantages

Definition and purpose of in-camera proceedings
Requires careful balancing of interests to avoid unnecessary secrecy or infringement
of rights

Some countries restrict public access to courtrooms, making in-camera proceedings
more common

Types and examples of cases that require in-camera
proceedings

Different jurisdictions have varying approaches to in-camera proceedings
Others prioritize open justice and limit in-camera proceedings to exceptional

circumstances

In-camera proceedings

International perspectives on in-camera proceedings

Courts must strike a balance between protecting privacy and ensuring access to

justice for all parties involved } International human rights standards emphasize the need for a fair and impartial trial,

The principle of proportionality is crucial in determining the appropriateness of in- considering both privacy and transparency
camera proceedings

Virtual or remote in-camera hearings may become more prevalent in certain
circumstances

Legal considerations regarding in-camera proceedings

With advancements in technology, the challenges of conducting in-camera
proceedings are changing

Courts are increasingly adopting a case-by-case approach, tailoring the use of in-
camera proceedings to best serve the interests of justice

Evolution and future of in-camera proceedings

Public opinion and ongoing debates may shape the future of in-camera proceedings,
calling for a harmonized approach across jurisdictions.

Rifacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

In-camera proceedings refer to court hearings held in private, away from the public

These proceedings aim to protect sensitive information or the safety of individuals
involved

They ensure confidentiality and encourage open testimony from witnesses

In-camera proceedings may be ordered by courts in certain cases

Srr‘;r:g:::iggges involving minors or sexual offenses often require in-camera — This protects the privacy and well-being of the victims and avoids further trauma

National security cases, such as those involving classified information, might also be This ensures the sensitive information remains confidential and does not compromise
subject to in-camera proceedings security

Family and child custody cases may occasionally use in-camera proceedings to
safeguard sensitive matters

The decision to have in-camera proceedings is made by the judge based on the

circumstances of each case —— The judge weighs the necessity for privacy against the principles of open justice

The parties involved in the case, including the prosecution and defense, have the

. : o : —— They must demonstrate the potential harm that might arise from public disclosure
right to present their arguments for or against in-camera proceedings

The judge may also impose restrictions on reporting and publication to maintain the
integrity of in-camera proceedings
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Studied customs, rituals, religious practices, and folklore Aimed to promote research, knowledge, and understanding of the East

} Conducted fieldwork and collected ethnographic data Dedicated to the study of languages, literature, and science of Asia <

Explored and documented Asian cultures and
traditions

Published valuable ethnographic studies and travel accounts Gathered a diverse collection of manuscripts, books, and artifacts

Founded in 1784 by Sir William Jones

Facilitated cultural exchange and understanding between East and West Fostered scholarly exchange and collaboration among Crientalists

Asiatic Society of Bengal

Compiled and published numerous scholarly works Translated ancient texts and explored linguistic similarities

> Established a library, museum, and publishing activities Conducted studies on Indian languages and their connections to Sanskrit {

Promoted the preservation and dissemination of
knowledge

Played a pivotal role in the foundation of comparative
linquistics

Preserved ancient manuscripts and rare books through cataloging Sought to decipher the roots and historical development of languages

Contributed to the growth of academic institutions and intellectual societies Contributed to the understanding of Indo-European language family

academy - India‘’s Most Popular UPS
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Published the first English translation of a Sanskrit text
Worked as a tutor Pioneer in the study of Sanskrit <

Contributed to the development of Indo-European linguistics

Appointed as the head of the Asiatic Society of Bengal Career and achievements

Linguist and mathematician

Introduced the symbol 1t for pi

Contributed to the advancement of linguistics and mathematics Notable for his work in the field of mathematics <

Proposed the use of the term "function”

William Jones

His works continue to be influential in linguistics and mathematics
. Born in Wales in 1675
Considered a pioneer in the fields he studied Legacy and influence

Early life and education

The Jonesian tradition in linguistic and mathematical studies. Rl IaCademy B I ndlaus M OSt Popu |al’ U PSC_CSE POFta|

Attended the University of Oxford



