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The trading in the Indian stock market takes place through an electronic platform. The Indian stock market is a crucial part of the Indian economy.

Introduction

Trading Mechanism

It operates on a T+2 settlement cycle, where trades are settled two working days

It plays a significant role in mobilizing savings and investments in the country.
after the transaction.

The Indian stock market consists of two major exchanges: the National Stock

The Indian stock market is subject to market volatility due to various factors such as Exchange (NSE) and the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

global events, economic indicators, and company-specific news. Market Structure

Market Volatility

. . ) . . It provides a platform for buying and selling stocks, bonds, and other securities.
Volatility can lead to price fluctuations and investment risks.

. ) ) » Retail investors: Individuals who invest their own funds in the stock market.
The Indian stock market offers a wide range of investment opportunities for

individuals and institutions. o .
Investment Opportunities Indian Stock Market
Investors can choose to invest in different sectors, such as banking, technology,

pharmaceuticals, and consumer goods.

Institutional investors: Mutual funds, insurance companies, and pension funds that

Participants invest in the market on behalf of their clients.

Foreign institutional investors: Overseas entities allowed to invest in the Indian stock
market.

The stock market plays a vital role in driving economic growth by facilitating capital

formation and entrepreneurship. The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) regulates the Indian stock

Role in Economic Growth market.

It provides companies with a platform to raise funds for expansion and development. Regulations

It ensures transparency, fairness, and investor protection in the market.

The Indian stock market faces challenges such as regulatory complexities, market
manipulation, and investor education. The major stock market indices in India are the S&P BSE Sensex and the NIFTY 50.

Challenges
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Measures are continuously taken to address these challenges and ensure the
stability and growth of the market.

These indices represent the performance of a specific set of stocks in the market.
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SEBI Act, 1992 Established in 1988

Securities and Exchange Board of India

Securities Contracts Regulation Act, 1956 Regulatory authority for securities markets in India

Legal framework
Depositories Act, 1996

Other relevant laws and regulations Protecting the interests of investors

Promoting the development and regulation of the securities markets
Inspection, investigation, and surveillance Regulating the activities of intermediaries
Imposing penalties and taking disciplinary action Enforcement mechanisms

Collaboration with other regulatory bodies Ensuring fair and transparent trading practices

SEBI Investor protection Preventing fraudulent and unfair trade practices

Cooperation with international securities regulators Educating and informing investors

Exchange of information and best practices International collaborations

Participating in global regulatory initiatives Facilitating the growth of the securities markets

Market development Introducing new financial products and services

Developing a robust framework for corporate governance Encouraging innovation and competition

Promoting the use of technology in securities markets L.

Future initiatives o .

Strengthening risk management and supervision . . Licensing and regulating stockbrokers and sub-brokers
Intermediary regulation
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Enhancing financial literacy and investor awareness Regulating mutual funds, portfolio managers, investment advisors, etc.
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Definition and Purpose of Consumer Confidence Survey

Key Takeaways from Consumer Confidence Survey Introduction to Consumer Confidence Survey Importance of Consumer Confidence Survey

Role of Consumer Confidence in Economic Stability and Growth

Sample Selection and Size

Sampling Bias Methodology of Consumer Confidence Survey Data Collection Techniques

Criticisms and Limitations of Consumer Confidence

Subjectivity of Responses Survey Consumer Confidence Su rvey Survey Questions and Measurements
Influence of Current Events
GDP Growth
Consumer Spending Economic Factors Employment Rate
Business Investments Impact of Consumer Confidence on the Economy Inflation Rate

Factors Affecting Consumer Confidence

Financial Markets

Income Distribution

Social Factors Consumer Spending Patterns
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Ensures the stability and efficiency of the banking
sector.

Conducts research and analysis on economic and
financial matters.

Formulates policies for the development of the banking
sector.

Regulates and oversees the functioning of payment
systems.

Issues licenses to banks and regulates their
operations.

Supervises and monitors the activities of non-banking
financial institutions.

Monitors and regulates the foreign exchange market.

Implements measures to combat money laundering and
financing of terrorism.

Plays a crucial role in maintaining financial stability in
the country.

Collaborates with other regulatory authorities for
effective supervision.

Engages in international cooperation and policy
coordination.

Contributes to the overall economic development of
India.
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Promotes financial literacy and consumer protection. Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

The central banking institution of India.

Regulates the monetary and credit system in the
country.

Formulates and implements monetary policies.

Controls the issue and supply of the Indian rupee.

Acts as the custodian of foreign exchange reserves.

Supervises and regulates banks and financial
institutions.

Promotes the development and stability of the financial
system.

Manages the government's debt and securities market.

Provides essential financial services to the government
and public.

Monitors and maintains price stability and inflation
control.

Promotes financial inclusion and economic growth.

Collaborates with international monetary
organizations.

Implements measures to manage systemic risks.

Supports the development of payment systems.
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Harnessing the power of critical and emerging technologies

Addressing global challenges through technology <
Promoting innovation and sustainable development

Importance of iCET in today's world

Multilateral cooperation for shared benefits and progress
Collaborative efforts towards technological advancements <
Promoting policy dialogue and coordination Fostering partnerships and knowledge sharing
} Engaging governments, academia, and industry leaders

Encouraging investment in critical and emerging technologies

Collaboration with stakeholders and partners

Establishing global norms and standards for technology use Identifying key areas for focus and investment

> Building international consensus on technology governance Facilitating research and development in critical and emerging technologies
Initiative on Critical and Emerging v
Technologies (|CET) Ensuring responsible and ethical implementation of technologies

Enhancing trust and cooperation among nations Promoting scientific advancements and breakthroughs

Ethical considerations in technology development and use

Strengthening countries' innovation capacities Mitigating risks and potential negative impacts
> Advancing technological capabilities and competitiveness

Driving economic growth and societal progress

Impact and future prospects of iCET

Tackling climate change, cybersecurity, and public health issues Advancing Al for societal and economic benefits

} Addressing global challenges through technology solutions Artificial Inteligence and Machine Learning <

Leveraging technology for sustainable development Ethical Al development and regulation

Exploring the potential of gene editing and modification

Areas of focus for iCET Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering <

Addressing ethical and legal implications of genetic engineering

Unlocking the power of quantum computing for complex problem solving
Quantum Computing and Communication <

R | |acad e my - I n d Ia,S M OSt PO p U I ar U PSC —CS E P O rtal Securing quantum communication and protecting sensitive information
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Third most populous country in the world

Population of over 330 million people <
Diverse ethnic and cultural makeup

Constitution as supreme law
Federal republic <
Three branches of government

Political center of the country
Capital is Washington, D.C. <
Seat of the federal government

Country in North America

Executive, legislative, and judicial
National Football League (NFL)
National Basketball Association (NBA) Major sports leagues

Mejor League Baseball (MLB) Sports and entertainment

Birthplace of many influential musicians Highly developed industries

> Cultural influence through music and movies Largest economy in the world

Hollywood movies have global reach Major global player in trade and finance

Leading producer of corn, soybeans, and wheat

USA Agricultural powerhouse

Harvard University, Stanford University Important exporter of agricultural products

} World-renowned universities and colleges

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Tehnologicaly ad g Home to many innovative companies
echnologically advance

Attracts international students Silicon Valley known for tech startups

>— Emphasis on research and innovation Education system
Produces world-leading research and discoveries

K-12 education funded by local and state government

Iconic symbol of freedom and democracy
Statue of Liberty {
Located in New York Harbor

Spectacular natural wonder in Arizona
Grand Canyon <
Carved by the Colorado River

} Varied system with public and private institutions
Higher education institutions charge tuition fees

Landmarks and attractions

Center of the American film industry
Hollywood {
Famous for its movie studios and celebrities
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Definition and Purpose

ASM refers to enhanced monitoring and oversight measures implemented to ensure
compliance with regulations and mitigate potential risks.

These measures are often put in place to enhance the existing surveillance and

. . . " control systems.
ASM should be proportionate and risk-based to avoid undue burden on entities.

Regulatory bodies should communicate the purpose and expectations of ASM to
ensure cooperation and understanding.

ASM is initiated by regulatory bodies or authorities responsible for monitoring and

1 1 supervising specific entities or sectors.
Effective coordination and information sharing among relevant authorities are vital for Key Considerations P 9P
the success of ASM. ) D 3 The implementation process involves the identification of high-risk entities or activities
J ']'\ v''g¢ that require additional surveillance.
Regular evaluation and review of ASM are necessary to determine its effectiveness
o The authorities conduct assessments and evaluations to determine the appropriate

and make necessary adjustments.
level of surveillance and monitoring required.

Additional Surveillance Measures (ASM)

ASM helps to strengthen the regulatory framework and improve the overall integrity of

the monitored entities. Entities subject to ASM are usually required to provide more frequent and detailed

reports.
The increased surveillance contributes to a reduction in potential risks and enhances 1. Enhanced Reporting Requirements

the transparency of operations. These reports help regulatory bodies to closely monitor the activities and identify any

Benefits and Impact irregularities or potential misconduct.

It enables regulatory bodies to detect and respond to any non-compliance or

misconduct promptly. Regulatory bodies may conduct on-site inspections to assess the compliance of

entities with regulations.
ASM also fosters confidence among stakeholders and enhances the stability of the 2. On-Site Inspections

financial and business sectors. These inspections allow authorities to directly observe the operations and practices

of the entities under surveillance.

Types of Additional Surveillance Measures

ASM often involves the collection and analysis of a larger volume of data to identify

patterns or anomalies.
3. Increased Data Collection and Analysis
This is done through the use of advanced technology and data analytics tools to

monitor and detect any suspicious activities.

Regulatory bodies may perform compliance audits to ensure that entities adhere to
the prescribed regulations.

4. Compliance Audits
These audits evaluate the effectiveness of existing compliance measures and identify

areas that require improvement.
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SEBI

Platform for securities regulations in India

Under Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992
Established by the Government of India {
Regulates and oversees the securities market in India
Protecting the interests of investors
Promoting the development and regulation of the securities market
Functions and responsibilities Regulating intermediaries such as stockbrokers, sub-brokers, and depositories
Prohibiting fraudulent and unfair trade practices

Conducting investigations and imposing penalties for violations

SEBI Act, 1992 Empowers SEBI with regulatory powers and functions

Regulatory framework Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956 Regulates the contracts in securities market

Depositories Act, 1996 Provides for the electronic holding and transfer of securities
Issuance and listing of securities

Disclosure and investor protection norms

Market regulation Regulates various aspects of the securities market Takeovers and mergers
Mutual funds and collective investment schemes
Commodity derivatives market
Educating and empowering investors
Implementing strict disclosure and transparency norms
Investor protection initiatives Establishing grievance redressal mechanisms
Punishing market manipulation and insider trading
Enhancing corporate governance and auditing practices
Encouraging participation of retail investors
Promoting market infrastructure institutions
Market development initiatives Enhancing market liquidity and efficiency
Introducing innovative investment products

Facilitating ease of doing business in the securities market
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Caused by human activities, such as mining, reservoir-induced seismicity, fracking,
etc.

Altering the stress and pressure distribution in the Earth's crust leads to induced
earthquakes. Induced Earthquakes

, The most common type of earthquake.
Can occur in areas not prone to natural earthquakes. typ q

. . . . . Plates sliding past each other result in strike-slip earthquakes.
Magnitude and impact depend on the specific activity causing the earthquake.

Caused by the movement of tectonic plates. <

Tectonic Earthquakes Plates colliding or separating cause compressional or tensional earthquakes.

Precede the main earthquake event. Can occur along plate boundaries or within the Earth's crust.

Smaller earthquakes that occur before the main shock. Can have various magnitudes and intensities.

Indicate the buildup of stress along a fault line.

A iated with volcani tivity.
Can provide a warning sign of an impending larger earthquake. ssociated with voleanic activity

Caused by the movement of magma beneath the volcano.

Different types of Earthquake

Volcanic Earthquakes

Follow the main earthquake event. Can occur before, during, or after an eruption.

Smaller earthquakes that occur in the same region and timeframe. Usually of smaller magnitude compared to tectonic earthquakes.

Caused by the readjustment of stress in the Earth's crust.

. . Also known as mine shocks or mine bursts.
Can be equally destructive as the main earthquake.

Caused by the collapse of underground mines or caves.

Collapse Earthquakes

Induced by human activities, particularly explosions. Generally of low magnitude and localized impact.

Nuclear testing, quarry blasts, or large-scale demolitions can trigger these Can pose risks to miners or people residing nearby.

earthquakes. Explosion Earthquakes

Usually of smaller magnitude and localized impact.

Rarely capable of causing significant damage or casualties.
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epresents a major tectonic zone in the region

Forms the boundary between the Anatolian Plate and the Eurasian Plate Plate boundary characterized by significant seismic activity <

Associated with numerous earthquakes over the years

Influences the regional landscape and topography

Crosses mountains, valleys, and plains

Extends for approximately 1200 kilometers Runs from the eastern part of the country to the Aegean Sea Passes through various geographical features

Located in eastern Turkey

Consists of several segments and branches Not a simple linear fault line Composed of interconnected faults and fractures Creates a complex geological structure

Linked to the convergence between the Anatolian and Eurasian Plates Influences the dynamics of the region

Helps understand the deformation of the Earth's crust in the area

Presence of active fault line poses risks and challenges Geologically significant Provides insight into the tectonic processes

Fault line influences the regional economy Impact on human activities and infrastructure East Anatolian fault line

Construction of buildings and infrastructure need to consider seismic hazards

Exploitation of these resources supports economic development Geological features associated with the fault line contribute to resource availability Rich in natural resources, including minerals and geothermal energy

Promotes local tourism industry and cultural exchange Geological formations and landscapes created by the fault line attract visitors Tourism potential in the area - Earthquakes of varying magnitudes and frequencies Result of the ongoing tectonic activity Releases accumulated strain along the fault
1939 Erzincan earthquake Devastating earthquake with a magnitude of 7.8 Caused widespread destruction and loss of life Highlighted the seismic hazards in the region
Major earthquakes in the past
2010 Elazig earthquake Another significant earthquake measuring 6.1 in magnitude Impacted the eastern part of Turkey Led to casualties and damages Raised awareness about earthquake preparedness
Continuous monitoring and research Scientists study the fault line and its seismic behavior Aim to better understand earthquake occurrence and prediction
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Plate boundaries: Strike-slip earthquakes commonly occur along transform plate
boundaries.

Fault movement: Two tectonic plates slide past each other horizontally.
Definition: A type of earthquake characterized by Stress accumulation: Plate movements build up stress along the fault line.

horizontal movement along a fault line.

Left-lateral: The plate on the opposite side of the observer moves to the left.
Fault types: Strike-slip earthquakes can be left-lateral or right-lateral. <

Building codes: Constructing structures that can withstand ground shaking. Right-lateral: The plate on the opposite side of the observer moves to the right.

Preparedness and safety: Public awareness and

Education and drills: Informing the public about earthquake safety measures. Emergency plans: Creating evacuation plans and disaster response strategies. preparedness can minimize the impact of these

Plate tectonics: These earthquakes result from the movement of tectonic plates.

Communication: Timely dissemination of warnings and alerts to affected areas. earthquakes-

P-waves: Primary waves that move in a push-pull motion.

Strike'SIip ea rthquake Causes and effects: Various factors contribute to Fault slip: The sudden release of accumulated stress causes seismic waves.

. - Seismic waves: These vibrations travel through the Earth, causing ground shaking. <
strike-slip earthquakes.

S-waves: Secondary waves that move in a side-to-side motion. Damage: Ground shaking can result in structural damage and landslides.

Seismology: The study of seismic waves helps in understanding earthquake behavior.

Secondary effects: Aftershocks can cause further damage and hinder rescue
efforts.

Understanding and prediction: Scientists study strike-

) ! C Aftershocks: Secondary earthquakes that occur after the main event.
slip earthquakes to improve prediction methods.

Earthquake precursors: Changes in ground elevation, water well levels, and radon
gas emissions.

Fault monitoring: Tracking fault movement can provide early warning signs.

Forecasting: Predicting the likelihood and magnitude of future earthquakes.
San Andreas Fault: The infamous fault in California is known for its strike-slip motion.

Notable events: Several significant strike-slip
earthquakes have occurred.

Sumatra-Andaman earthquake: This mega-thrust earthquake in 2004 triggered a Tsunami: Large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, resulting in
tsunami. widespread devastation.






|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Drying and shrinkage of clay soils Natural causes
} Drought and excessive rainfall

Saturation and softening of soil

Saltwater intrusion
} Sea-level rise

Subsidence due to increased load

Climate-related causes

Causes of land subsidence

Fault movement and ground shaking
> Earthquakes and aftershocks
Landslides and slope failure

Lava flows and volcanic ash
} Volcanic activity
Ground deformation from eruptions

Sediment buildup and river channel changes
> Floods and river erosion
Erosion of riverbanks and floodplains

Natural disasters

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Over-pumping
Groundwater extraction <

Aquifer depletion

Consolidation of loose sediments
Natural compaction of soil <

Subsidence due to compression

Faults and earthquakes
Tectonic activity <

Regional uplift or subsidence

Underground mining
Mining activities
Open-pit mining

Subsidence due to reservoir depletion
Qil and gas extraction
Subsidence from gas extraction

Erection of heavy structures
Construction and urbanization
Compaction from buildings and roads

Drainage of wetlands and marshes
Land drainage and reclamation
Filling of coastal areas

Extraction of petroleum products
Underground storage and tunnels
Excavation for transportation systems



Groundwater extraction has caused significant subsidence, resulting in infrastructure
damage and increased flood risk

Natural processes and groundwater extraction have caused the city to sink, leading
to increased flooding and structural damage

Intensive groundwater pumping for agriculture has resulted in subsidence, impacting
irrigation systems and groundwater availability

Use of satellite imagery and GPS to track land surface changes
> 1. Monitoring techniques

Installation of sensors to measure ground movement

Implementing regulations on groundwater extraction
> 2. Groundwater management
Promoting sustainable practices and water conservation

Avoiding construction on areas prone to subsidence
> 3. Land use planning
Limiting development in high-risk zones

Retrofitting structures to withstand subsidence
> 4. Engineering solutions
Injecting fill materials to stabilize the ground

— 2. Venice, ltaly

3. San Joaquin Valley, California

1. Mexico City, Mexico

Monitoring and prevention

Land subsidence

Definition

. Groundwater extraction

. Mining activities

It refers to the sinking or settling of the Earth's surface

Excessive pumping of underground water can cause the underlying sediments to
compact, leading to subsidence

Consolidation of sediments due to the weight of overlying materials

. Natural processes

Tectonic activity such as faulting or folding

Underground mining can create voids that collapse over time, resulting in land
subsidence

Earthquakes can cause the ground to shake and settle, causing subsidence

. Natural disasters

Volcanic eruption can lead to subsidence due to the collapse of volcanic material

Subsidence can lead to cracking of buildings, roads, and other structures
Infrastructure damage {
Damage to underground utilities such as pipelines and sewers

Subsidence can alter the natural drainage patterns, resulting in increased risk of
flooding

. Flooding

Lowered land levels can cause sea or river water to encroach into coastal areas
Subsidence can create pathways for pollutants to enter groundwater sources
Groundwater contamination {
Sinking land can cause the mixing of different water layers, leading to contamination
Subsidence can render previously productive land unsuitable for farming
Loss of agricultural land {

Reduced soil fertility and changes in water availability can impact crop yields
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Practitioners believe that Vaikrita Thrust can lead to profound spiritual experiences

and personal growth.
It is said to enhance awareness, clarity, and intuition. Benefits

This practice is also believed to purify the energy channels and balance the chakras.
It is important to approach the practice of Vaikrita Thrust with caution and under the
guidance of an experienced teacher. It involves the movement of prana, or life force, through the energy channels of the

. . . . . . body.

This practice can be intense and may bring up powerful emotions or physical i . . ¥y

' REEcantions Vaikrita Thrust A | R
sensations. This force is said to be directed towards the higher chakras, resulting in spiritual

growth and transformation.
The practice of Vaikrita Thrust involves various yogic techniques.

It is advisable to start slowly and gradually increase the intensity of the practice.
Vaikrita Thrust is a powerful concept in yoga that involves the activation and control
of Kundalini energy.
It is a transformative practice that can lead to spiritual growth and personal
development.
With proper guidance, the practice of Vaikrita Thrust can be a deeply rewarding This energy is then guided upwards through the sushumna, the central energy

These techniques may include asanas (physical postures), pranayama (breathing
The aim is to awaken and activate the Kundalini energy at the base of the spine.
journey. . - hannel.
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Vaikrita Thrust is a concept in yoga that refers to a transformed energetic force
within the body.

Definition

It is believed to be an advanced stage of pranic energy manipulation.

Vaikrita Thrust is characterized by the activation and control of Kundalini energy.

exercises), and meditation.
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The Western Himalayas have a rich cultural heritage and are deeply intertwined with
the local communities.

The region is inhabited by various ethnic groups, each with its unique traditions and
customs.

Cultural Significance

Buddhism has a significant influence on the culture of the Western Himalayas, with
many monasteries and pilgrimage sites scattered throughout the region.

The Western Himalayas attract a large number of tourists from around the world.
-~

m— Western Himalayas

Visitors come to explore the majestic mountains, trek through remote trails, and
experience the local culture.

Popular tourist destinations in the Western Himalayas include Ladakh, Shimla, and
Manali.

Conservation efforts are underway to protect the fragile ecosystems of the Western
Himalayas.

Various organizations and government bodies work towards preserving the
biodiversity and natural beauty of the region.

Conservation Efforts

Initiatives are being taken to promote sustainable tourism and raise awareness about
the importance of preserving this unique landscape.

Biodiversity
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The Western Himalayas is a mountain range in South Asia.
Itis located in the northern part of the Indian subcontinent.

The range extends across several countries, including India, Pakistan, and Nepal.

The Western Himalayas is known for its diverse terrain and stunning landscapes.
It is home to some of the highest peaks in the world, including Mount Everest.

The region is characterized by deep valleys, rugged mountains, and beautiful lakes.

The climate in the Western Himalayas varies greatly depending on the altitude.

The higher regions experience cold and snowy winters, while the lower regions have
a milder climate.

Monsoon rains are common during the summer months, providing much-needed
water to the region.

The Western Himalayas is incredibly biodiverse, with a wide range of plant and
animal species.

It is home to numerous national parks and wildlife sanctuaries.

The region is known for its diverse flora, including alpine meadows, rhododendron
forests, and coniferous trees.
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Healthcare: Al can assist in diagnosing diseases, monitoring patient health, and
suggesting treatment plans.

Finance: Al algorithms are used for fraud detection, risk assessment, and algorithmic
trading.

Transportation: Self-driving cars and autonomous vehicles rely on Al technologies for

navigation and decision-making. Al is used in various fields and industries App||cat|ons

. . . . . . Artificial intelligence refers to the simulation of human intelligence in machines that
Education: Al can personalize learning experiences, provide tutoring, and assess are programmed to think and learn
student performance. .

Definition and overview

It involves the development of computer systems that can perform tasks that would

Entertainment: Al is utilized in gaming, virtual reality, and recommendation systems typically require human inteligence.

for movies, music, and other media.

Artificial intelligence

Al research dates back to the 1950s, with the goal of creating machines that can

Ethical considerations: Al raises questions about privacy, security, and the impact on mimic human intelligence.

jobs and society.

Early developments focused on problem-solving and symbolic methods, while recent

Bias and fairness: Al systems can inherit biases from their training data, leading to . . . . :
advancements include machine learning and deep learning techniques.

unjust decisions or discrimination.

Trust and transparency: Lack of explainability in Al models makes it difficult to Cha“enges and concerns

understand how they arrive at specific outcomes.

Al is expected to continue advancing and revolutionizing various industries.
> Future prospects

Possibilities include enhanced automation, improved decision-making, and
advancements in healthcare, transportation, and other fields.
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Supports multi-turn conversations Suitable for dialogue systems

Can generate responses to user prompts Based on gpt-3.5-turbo

Language model developed by OpenAl

Designed for generating human-like text

Generates coherent and contextually relevant text

Requires a task-specific dataset . - .
Can be fine-tuned for specific domains ChatGPT
Example: customer support chatbots Can improve performance on specific tasks

Virtual assistants

Natural language understanding

: Text completion
Capable of various tasks

Language translation

Conversational agent

Content generation Consists of encoder and decoder layers

Supports various applications

Captures global dependencies in input sequence

Language translation Utilizes a transformer architecture Utilizes self-attention mechanism

Education and tutoring RIIaCademy B Indlals Most Popular UPSC_CSE POl’ta| Employs unsupervised training

Learns from a large text corpus
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President

Vice President
Structure and organization of the Union Government

Prime Minister

Council of Ministers

Legislative power

Executive power
Powers and functions of the Union Government

Judicial power

Financial powers

Governor
Chief Minister } Structure and organization of State Government

State Council of Ministers

Legislative power

Executive power
Powers and functions of State Government

Judicial power

Financial powers

Union Government

Historical background of the Constitution

Introduction
Adoption and enactment of the Constitution

Significance of the Preamble

'\' \51 Objectives of the Constitution

Key principles outlined in the Preamble

Importance of Fundamental Rights

State Government Right to equality

Right to freedom

Right against exploitation

Fundamental Rights Types of Fundamental Rights

Right to freedom of religion

Cultural and educational rights

Constitution of India

Supreme Court Right to constitutional remedies

High Courts Structure of the Judiciary Limitations on Fundamental Rights

Subordinate Courts

Judicial review Overview of Directive Principles

Protection of Fundamental Rights Socialistic principles
Role and functions of the Judiciary

Settling disputes between the Union and States Categories of Directive Principles Gandhian principles

Directive Principles of State Policy

Ensuring constitutional governance Liberal-intellectual principles

Significance of Directive Principles

Procedure for amending the Constitution Relationship between Directive Principles and Fundamental Rights

Significance of constitutional amendments Amendment of the Constitution

Key amendments to the Constitution Nature and importance of Fundamental Duties

Duty to abide by the Constitution

Fundamental Duties
Duty to promote harmony

Conclusion

List of Fundamental Duties Duty to safeguard public property
Duty to strive for excellence in all spheres

Duty to protect the environment
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Examining and analyzing bills in detail
} Acting as a revising chamber
Making amendments to improve the content of legislation

Representatives of the states and union territories
Preventing any hasty decisions or one-sided legislation

Composed of members appointed by the President Elected by the members of the State Legislative Assemblies
Providing a platform for diverse perspectives and opinions Ensuring a balance of power

Upper house of the Parliament of India

Important role in the legislative process

Nominated by the President for their expertise in specific areas

S . . . Total strength of 245 members
Facilitating a thorough debate on issues of national importance

Providing a check and balance on the Lok Sabha

} Respecting the principles of bicameralism Examining and amending bills originating in the Lok Sabha
Upholding democratic values and constitutional principles

Rajya Sabha

Passing legislation Can suggest changes or recommend amendments to bills

I e . Must approve bills related to certain subjects before they become law
Enriching the legislative process through constructive debates

. . o . . . Questioning ministers on their performance and policies
Ensuring representation and participation from different regions and communities

Safeguarding the rights and interests of the states and union territories

. . . . Scrutinizing the work of the government Holding debates on important issues
Contributions to democracy and governance in India ° g ?

. - . - . . Reviewing the government's expenditure and budget proposals
Fostering a spirit of cooperation and consensus-building among political parties
Upholding the democratic ideals and principles of the Constitution

Safeguarding the rights of states and union territories
Representing the interests of the states

Promoting federalism and decentralization of power

Debating treaties, foreign policies, and international agreements
Reviewing and discussing international affairs

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal rrovang Ipdton s sance on gobalissues
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Mainly dependent on agriculture and horticulture. Located in the northernmost part of India.

Has potential for hydroelectric power generation. Shares borders with Pakistan and China.

Diverse cultural heritage with influences from Kashmiri, Dogri, and Ladakhi Ruled by various dynasties and kingdoms throughout history.

traditions. Became a princely state in the 19th century.

Known for its artwork, handicrafts, and traditional music. Disputed between India and Pakistan after independence.

Ongoing conflict and unrest in the region. . . = N ion Terri £ Indi
} Human rights issues Jammu and Kashmir ow a Union Territory of India.
Allegations of human rights abuses by security forces. Has its own elected government,

Numerous attempts by the international community to mediate the conflict.

i i Di | ith i I ivers.
International involvement Geography iverse landscape with mountains, valleys, and rivers
United Nations resolutions calling for a plebiscite in the region. Home to the Himalayan and Pir Panjal mountain ranges.

Hopes for peace and resolution of the conflict. Popular tourist destination with scenic beauty.

Future prospects

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Porta

Potential for economic development and tourism growth. Famous for religious pilgrimages and adventure sports.
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Group 1 alkali metal
Atomic number 3

Lightest metal and solid element
Soft and silvery-white metal <
Low density

Chemical element with symbol Li

Lithium carbonate and lithium hydroxide Available in natural lithium compounds

. Found in Earth's crust and mineral deposits
Extracted from mineral deposits and brine pools Abundance and production

Leading producers: Australia, Chile, and China i ]
High energy density
Rechargeable lithium-ion batteries {

Batteries { Widely used in smartphones, laptops, and electric vehicles
Non-rechargeable lithium batteries

Used to make lightweight metals
Alloy production {
Enhances strength and durability

Treatment for bipolar disorder
Medicinal uses {
Help stabilize mood and prevent manic episodes

Mining lithium can have environmental consequences

Water usage and pollution concerns Environmental impact o -
Lithium

Disposal of lithium batteries

Used in watches, calculators, and cameras

Used in various applications

Increasing demand for lithium in renewable energy storage

Exploration of new lithium sources

Recycling of lithium batteries Future prospects and research

} Development of more sustainable processes for lithium extraction Highly reactive

Lithium recovery from geothermal brine
Can explode in water

Advancements in lithium battery technology.

Interesting properties and characteristics Isotope lithium-7 is used in nuclear fusion research

Can be used as a coolant in certain types of nuclear reactors

Lithium chloride burns bright red in flame tests

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Government agencies

Private sector organizations
Consolidates and integrates data from various sources

. o Research institutions
Implements data quality checks and validation processes

Centralized data platform for analytics and insights

- - q Non-profit organizations
Harmonizes data formats and definitions Improves data quality and standardization ’ ’

. . o Enables data-driven decision making
Enhances data integrity and reliability

. . . Streamlines data access and sharing processes
Provides user-friendly interfaces and tools

. re Facilitates data sharing and collaboration Enhances data security and privacy measures
Facilitates data discovery and exploration Enhances accessibility and usability of data 9 v andprivacy

. . . . Promotes cross-sector collaboration
Enables data integration and interoperability

. I o . Data visualization and reporting tools
Enables real-time monitoring and situation analysis

Supports disaster response and emergency
management

. N . Predictive and prescriptive analytics
Facilitates coordination and resource allocation Provides advanced analytics capabilities

- L Machine learning and Al algorithms
Enhances decision making in crisis situations

Real-time and interactive dashboards

Provides comprehensive and reliable data for policy analysis

National Data and Analytics Platform Enables evidence-based policy making

Supports the evaluation of policy interventions
(N DAP) Supports research and policy development Facilitates data-driven research studies

Strengthens evidence-based policymaking efforts

Enhances the understanding of policy outcomes and impacts
Enhances understanding of social and economic trends

Enables analysis of patient health records and treatment outcomes

q 0 q q Provides training and resources for data analysis
Facilitates population health management Promotes data-driven decision making in healthcare ° ’

, , Promotes data literacy and skills development Fosters a data-driven culture across sectors
Enhances healthcare resource allocation and planning

Empowers individuals and organizations to use data effectively

Enables data-driven urban planning and management

) ) . . . . Spurs the development of data-driven technologies
Enhances transportation and infrastructure systems Fosters innovation in smart city development

Drives innovation and economic growth Supports the creation of new digital products and services

Improves energy and resource efficiency
Enhances efficiency and effectiveness of public services

Provides access to public sector data for individuals and businesses

" L . . car 1 - A F Establishes clear guidelines for data use and sharing
Enables citizen engagement and participation in decision making Empowers citizens and communities with data insights

Ensures data governance and ethics Safeguards data privacy and protection

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Facilitates community-driven initiatives and collaborations
Promotes transparency and accountability in data handling
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Established in 2015
Replaced Planning Commission <
Aims to foster cooperative federalism

Governing Council headed by Prime Minister
Comprised of Prime Minister, Chief Ministers, and experts <
Vice-Chairman and members appointed by Prime Minister

Formulates strategies and initiatives for sustainable development

Functions as a policy-making body <

Provides a platform for states to share best practices
Implements strategies to reduce poverty and inequality

Indian government think tank Agriculture and rural development

Focuses on sustainable agriculture and clean energy

Aims to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

Education and skill development
Promotes affordable and quality healthcare

Focuses on key sectors Health and sanitation
Emphasizes gender equality and empowerment

Infrastructure and transport
Ensures inclusive and sustainable urbanization

Urban development

o . o . Encourages states to compete for development projects
Collaborates with international organizations and countries

Promotes cooperative and competitive federalism <

Provides financial incentives to states for achieving targets
Shares experiences and best practices globally

Participates in global forums and conferences Facilitates international cooperation and partnerships NITI Aayog

Addresses regional imbalances in development
Supports Make in India initiative

> Attracts foreign direct investment (FDI)

: : : Focuses on social and economic empowerment
Promotes ease of doing business for foreign investors Works towards inclusive and sustainable growth

Improves ease of doing business

. - Promotes innovation and entrepreneurship
Regularly reviews policies and programs

Embraces innovation and technology advancements

Continues to evolve and adapt to changing needs

Guides and monitors implementation of policies

Responds to emerging challenges and opportunities

Plavs a vital role in shapin olicies for India's future Assists in transforming India into a knowledge-based economy
Seeks feedback and inputs from various stakeholders ys shaping policies S

prospe rity Provides recommendations to the government

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal coleboreies wih srehoers
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Review arguments and evidence presented during oral arguments

Research and analyze relevant laws, prior cases, and constitutional principles

Decision-making process . . ,
Discuss and debate with other justices 9P The President nominates judges

Vote on the outcome of the case Appointment process Senate Judiciary Committee holds confirmation hearings

Senate votes on the nomination
- : No specific age, education or experience requirements
Qualifications
Typically have extensive legal knowledge and experience
\m_< Serve for life or until retirement
Allows judges to make independent decisions without fear of political consequences

Interpret and apply the law

Originalism: Interpret the Constitution based on its original meaning

Textualism: Interpret laws based on their plain language Judicial philosophy

Living Constitution: Adapt interpretation to reflect changing social and cultural values

Supreme Court judges
Shape the interpretation of the Constitution and laws

Set legal standards and precedents that impact future cases Influence and impact

Can have long-lasting effects on society and individual rights

The Supreme Court's power is checked by the other branches of government Role and res ponsi bilities Determine the constitutionality of laws and government actions

Checks and balances Set legal precedents for lower courts to follow

The President can appoint new justices to influence the Court's direction. R“academy - Indla.s MOSt Popular UPSC-CSE POrtal

Congress can pass new laws to overturn Supreme Court decisions
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Appointed by the President, confirmed by the Senate
Consists of nine justices <
Serve for life unless retired or impeached

Highest judicial body in the United States

Interprets the Constitution and federal laws
Landmark decisions have shaped American society Decides on important cases that define the nation's Serves as the final authority on legal disputes

Examples include Brown v. Board of Education and Roe v. Wade history

Determines the constitutionality of laws and actions

Has the power of judicial review

Justices are expected to be impartial and nonpartisan Balances the powers of the other branches of government

Maintains independence from political influence Supreme Court

Court decisions are based on the law, not personal beliefs
Influences public policy and shapes society

Issues rulings that have far-reaching impacts

Different interpretations of the Constitution can lead to disagreements Sets legal precedents for future cases

Can be a source of controversy and debate

Political and ideological factors can influence Court decisions

. . . - : Protects civil liberties and human rights
Plays a crucial role in safeguarding individual rights
Ensures equal justice under the law

Rilacademy.s India's Most Popular UPS



Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati's ideas were
instrumental in inspiring the Indian independence
movement.

He promoted the use of Vedic scriptures as a guide for
moral conduct and spiritual upliftment.

His teachings emphasized the values of self-discipline,
honesty, and compassion.

Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati's contributions

continue to inspire countless individuals in their quest
for a better society.

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati was a
prominent Indian social reformer and
philosopher.

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

He is known for founding the Arya Samaj, a socio-
cultural organization, in 1875.

The Arya Samaj aimed to promote the principles of truth
and righteousness.

Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati believed in the concept
of "Krinvanto Vishvam Aryam,"” which means "Make the
world noble."

His teachings emphasized the importance of education
and the eradication of social evils.

He advocated for the equal rights of women and the
abolition of caste-based discrimination.




Written by Swami Dayanand Saraswati in 1875

. Religious text of the Arya Samaj movement
Overview of Satyarth Prakash

Promotes Vedic teachings and Hindu reform

Emphasizes monotheism, abolition of caste system, and gender equality

Explanation of the purpose and significance of the book

1. Introduction
Importance of understanding true knowledge and the Vedas
~— Elaboration on the principles and beliefs of Vedic religion
Sa tya rth Pra kaSh 2. Vedic Religion —<— Emphasis on monotheism and rejection of idol worship
Critique of superstitious practices and rituals
\ Comparison of Vedic religion with other religions like Islam and Christianity
3. Critique of Other Religions
Evaluation of their doctrines, practices, and inconsistencies
Denouncement of the caste-based discrimination in Hindu society
f — 4. Critique of Caste System Emphasis on equality and human rights for all
V Calls for the abolition of caste system and its prejudiced practices
. | Q _ii Advocacy for the empowerment of women in all aspects of life
e Q& ) 5. Women's Rights Rejection of social and cultural restrictions imposed on women
Emphasis on their education, independence, and equal rights
Critical analysis of social evils and political corruption
6. Social and Political Reform Suggestions for socio-political reforms based on Vedic principles
Calls for a just and egalitarian society
Promotes scientific temper and rational thinking
7. Science and Rationality Encourages the study of science alongside religious scriptures
Highlights the compatibility between science and spirituality
Discussion on the continuing relevance of Satyarth Prakash
8. Relevance in Modern Times Consideration of its impact on Hindu society and reforms

Call to uphold its teachings for a progressive and enlightened society



Maintaining database of petroleum sector information
Regularly updating and revising data based on latest inputs

Generating reports and publications for stakeholders

Cooperating with various stakeholders like oil companies, government departments,
and research organizations

Participating in national and international forums on energy planning and analysis

Data management by Petroleum Planning & Analysis
Cell (PPAC)

Collaboration of Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell
(PPAC)

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC)

Rilacademy, s India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Introduction to Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell
(PPAC)

Objectives of Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell
(PPAC)

Functions of Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell
(PPAC)

Established in April 2002

Under the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas

To provide data and analysis for policy formulation
To monitor prices and trends in petroleum sector
To assess demand, supply, and import/export of petroleum products

To forecast future scenarios in petroleum sector

Collecting and analyzing data related to petroleum sector
Monitoring international prices of crude oil and petroleum products
Conducting studies on energy economics and petrochemicals

Evaluating impact of policy decisions on petroleum sector



|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Natural resource used as energy source and raw
material

Over millions of years under high heat and pressure
Formed from remains of ancient plants and animals <

Gasoline, diesel, jet fuel, heating oil Fuels for transportation and heating

. Converted into hydrocarbons
Products derived from petroleum Y

Plastics, rubber, synthetic fibers, detergents Petrochemicals for various industries

Found underground in reservoirs

Contributing to climate change and air pollution Emissions of greenhouse gases and air pollutants

Seismic surveys to locate oil and gas reserves

Water pollution from oil spills and leakages Environmental and economic impact Petroleum Exploration and extraction methods Driling wells to access underground reservoirs

Economic importance in global energy industry

Onshore and offshore drilling techniques

Influence on economies, geopolitics, and trade Primary, secondary, and enhanced oil recovery methods

Exploration of alternative energy sources

Separation of crude oil into various components Distillation based on boiling points

Biofuels, hydrogen, and electric vehicles Efforts for sustainable and cleaner fuels Future of petroleum

Refining process to produce usable products Conversion processes to change properties of components Catalytic cracking, reforming, and hydrocracking

Ritacademy,- India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Development of carbon capture and storage technologies Product refining and treatment to meet standards



AEEE is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting energy efficiency in
various sectors.

Introduction

Advocacy for energy-efficient practices and technologies in industries.

Promote policies and programs that encourage energy efficiency. . , . ) .
.. . . . . Collaboration with government agencies to develop and implement energy efficiency
Reduction in energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions in industries.

> AEEE's efforts have led to significant energy savings across various sectors standards.
Improved energy performance and cost savings in buildings and infrastructure. . Study the impact of energy efficiency measures on the environment and economy.
Impact and Achievements i -effici i i
. ) . S Conduct research and analysis on energy-efficient technologies and practices.
Collaborations with government agencies, NGOs, and research institutions. B _ _ _ _ . o Identify barriers and opportunities for improving energy efficiency
3 _ o S Recognition and partnerships with national and international organizations. < '
Awards and recognition for promoting energy efficiency and sustainability. Alliance for an Ene rgy Efficient Economy Offe:_guidance and training to businesses and individuals on energy-saving
practices.
AEEE Provide technical assistance and capacity building to stakeholders. N _ _ -
Expand advocacy efforts and collaborations fo reach a wider audience. ( ) Support energy efficiency professionals through education and certification
programs.

Conduct research on emerging technologies and innovative energy-saving solutions. W

Strengthen partnerships to influence policy developments and promote energy

efficiency on a global scale. Develop and implement a labeling system to inform consumers about the energy

efficiency of products.
Energy Efficiency Rating and Labeling Program
Promote the adoption of energy-efficient appliances and equipment in households

and businesses.

Advocate for the development and enforcement of energy efficiency standards and

codes in the building and construction industry.
Energy Efficiency Standards and Codes
Collaborate with stakeholders to establish and update energy performance

requirements.

Initiatives and Programs

Raise public awareness about energy conservation and its benefits.

Energy Conservation Awareness Campaigns <
Engage in outreach activities to educate the public on energy-saving practices.
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Identifying key challenges and opportunities in the cooling sector
> Developing a roadmap for sustainable cooling in India
Formulating strategies and action plans for sustainable cooling

Recognizing the need for sustainable cooling in a rapidly warming country

Organizing workshops, seminars, and training programs on sustainable cooling Aimed at developing and implementing sustainable cooling solutions in India <

Tackling the challenge of increasing cooling demand and its environmental impact

A coalition of government, industry, and civil society

} Promoting knowledge sharing and capacity building in the cooling sector
Facilitating the exchange of best practices and experiences among stakeholders

. ) . o . . organ izations Working towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions from cooling and refrigeration
Collaborating with global climate and energy initiatives on sustainable cooling sector
L ) ) Engaging with international organizations and initiatives on cooling
Participating in international conferences and forums to share experiences and
learnings . . agn
India Coollng Coalition Encouraging the adoption of natural refrigerants and reducing reliance on
. - . . . , ) hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs)
o ] ) o - Promoting energy-efficient and climate-friendly cooling technologies and practices

Mitigating climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions Q Promoting the use of energy-efficient cooling systems and appliances
Improving energy efficiency and reducing electricity consumption ~ Investing in research to develop sustainable cooling technologies and solutions

Enhancing research, development, and innovation in the cooling sector

Enhancing the quality of life by providing access to affordable and sustainable Benefits of the India Cooling Coalition Promoting collaboration between research institutions, industries, and policymakers

cooling

. . ) . e ) Advocating for policies that promote sustainable cooling practices
Stimulating economic growth and creating employment opportunities in the cooling Strengthening policy and regulatory frameworks for sustainable cooling

sector R | | acad e my \ I N d Ial S M OSt PO p u I ar U P SC B CS E PO rtal Supporting the development of standards and regulations for energy-efficient cooling
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Emphasizes the significance of historic buildings in shaping local identities
> Revitalizing and showcasing the architectural wonders of India
Promotes tourism and economic growth in the regions with heritage structures

Encourages the use of traditional materials and construction methods
> Reviving traditional building techniques and craftsmanship

Supports skilled artisans and craftsmen by providing them with training and Objectives . " ; § restorat  historic buildi g t < Aims to safeguard the rich cultural heritage of India for future generations
employment opportunities e ocuses on the conservation and restoration of historic buildings and monuments
i P Government initiative to preserve and promote Involves documentation, research, and training programs for preservation experts
S&gﬁg 265 Workshops, seminars, and avareness campaigns fo educate fhe genera| traditional Indian architecture and heritage Provides financial assistance for the restoration and maintenance of heritage
Raising awareness about the importance of heritage conservation structures
Advocates for the protection of historical sites and encourages responsible tourism Am rlt D harOhar SC h eme
. - . E . ficioati hio in th i
Preservation of cultural heritage Implemer_lt_lng agen.mes collaborate w|.th Ioca.l ncourages community participation and ownership in the conservation process
communities, architects, and experts in the field Works towards sustainable development while preserving cultural identity

Economic development through tourism

Benefits

Skill development and employment opportunities for artisans

Increased awareness and appreciation for traditional architecture R | |acad e my . I n d |alS M OSt PO p u I ar U PSC_ CS E PO rtal
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Habitat for diverse plant and animal species
Biodiversity preservation <

S . Support for migratory birds
Sustaining livelihoods of local communities

Importance of wetland conservation Water purification

Protection against natural disasters Benefits of wetland conservation

. . . Ecosystem services provided by wetlands Flood control
Recreation and tourism opportunities

Climate regulation

Lack of awareness and understanding among the public
Land conversion for agriculture and urban development

Wetland Conservation

Insufficient financial resources for conservation initiatives Chal lenges in wetland conservation

. . . Threats to wetlands Pollution from industrial and agricultural activities
Conflicts between conservation goals and economic development

Invasive species colonization

Integration of wetland conservation into climate change mitigation strategies

. . . International conventions and agreements
Continued research and monitoring of wetland ecosystems Future prospects for wetland conservation

Conservation efforts

Riiacaderfiy-3 India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal oy e Consenaton ases

. . O . Wetland restoration and rehabilitation projects
Education and capacity building for sustainable wetland management
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Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) is a central government educational scheme in
India.

Introduction

KVs are equipped with modern facilities like smart classrooms, computer labs,
libraries, and sports facilities.

Facilities and Infrastructure

The schools have a well-defined infrastructure to support effective teaching and To cater to the educational needs of the children of transferable Central Government

learning. employees.
Objectives To provide uninterrupted education to the children of such employees.
Admlission to KVs is primarily for the children of transferable Central Government To promote educational excellence and innovative learning.
employees.

Priority is given to specific categories like Defense personnel, Central Government

employees, and single girl children. Admission Process KVS is headed by the Commissioner and consists of Regional Offices, Zonal

: : Institutes of Education and Training (ZIETs), and Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs).
Admission guidelines and procedures are transparent and standardized across all Kendrlya Vldyalaya Sangathan (KVS) 9 ) Y valayas { )
KVs. scheme

The Commissioner is assisted by Deputy Commissioners and Assistant
Commissioners.

Structure and Administration Regional Offices are responsible for the overall administration of KVs in their

KVS has consistently achieved excellent academic results in board examinations. respective regions.

Achievements and Recognition

The schools have won numerous awards and recognitions for their performance in
various fields.

ZIETs provide training to teachers and other staff members.
KVs are the schools that follow the KVS curriculum.
The Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) scheme plays a vital role in providing

quality education to the children of Central Government employees and promoting
educational excellence in India.

KVS follows a common curriculum known as the Kendriya Vidyalaya Curriculum,
which is uniform across all KVs.

The curriculum focuses on the holistic development of students, including academic,
physical, and emotional aspects.

It integrates co-curricular activities and promotes participative learning.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



Setting goals and objectives for the education system
Formulating educational policies Establishing curriculum standards
Implementing reforms and improvements

Collaborating with schools, colleges, and universities Promoting equal opportunities in education

> Partnering with educational institutions Ensuring access to quality education for all citizens <

Supporting research and innovation in education

Encouraging parental involvement in education
} Involving parents and guardians
Providing support and resources for families

e . Enforcing compulsory education laws
Responsibilities and Functions

. Granting accreditation to schools and universities
Engagement with stakeholders Regulating and overseeing educational institutions <

Monitoring educational standards and performance
Addressing teachers' needs and concerns Creating textbooks and educational materials
> Collaborating with teacher unions and associations

Promoting professional development opportunities Developing educational resources and programs Designing curriculum frameworks

Ministry of Education Providing teacher training and professional development

Implementing international education standards

> Participating in global educational programs
Exchanging best practices with other countries Allocating funds for education
Cooperating with the Ministry of Finance

Engaging with UNESCO and World Bank Managing and distributing resources

} Collaborating with international organizations International cooperation and initiatives

Contributing to global education agendas Promoting vocational education and training
Collaborating with the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs

Promoting cultural and educational exchanges Addressing workforce needs and skills gaps
> Facilitating student and teacher exchanges

Providing opportunities for cross-cultural learning Enhancing health education initiatives
Working with the Ministry of Health and Welfare

Ensuring the well-being of students
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It would consist of the Darjeeling, Kalimpong, and other hilly districts
Gorkhaland is a proposed state in the northeastern part of India <
The demand for Gorkhaland has been a long-standing issue

Gorkhas are an ethnic group residing in the region

The main objective is to protect the identity and interests of the Gorkha community <
They have a distinct culture, language, and history

The demand for a separate state of Gorkhaland in India The Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) is a prominent political party advocating for

. Gorkhaland
The demand for Gorkhaland has led to various movements and protests

Strikes, rallies, and demonstrations have been organized to support the cause

Talks have been held at different levels to find a peaceful resolution to the issue It could promote development and governance tailored to the region's needs

The creation of Gorkhaland would have socio-economic implications
I . v ! Ic implicat The tourism industry, tea gardens, and education sector could benefit from focused

The outcome of these discussions will determine the future path of Gorkhaland policies

demand

} Negotiations and dialogue between the Gorkhaland supporters and the government

Gorkhaland

Current status and future prospects

The creation of Gorkhaland may inspire similar demands from other regions

_ _ > Potential impact on the political landscape of India The creation of Gorkhaland would lead to the separation of the proposed state from
It could lead to a reevaluation of the federal structure and governance in the country West Bengal

Opposition from the West Bengal government
The state government has resisted the demand and proposed alternative solutions

: . : The demand for Gorkhaland has sometimes led to clashes between the Gorkhas and
Controversies and challenges associated with the other communities
Ethnic tensions and conflicts

demand for Gorkhaland

Ensuring harmony and peaceful coexistence is crucial for any resolution

Critics argue that the proposed state may not be economically self-sufficient
Economic viability of Gorkhaland { . ) o R
It would be essential to assess the financial implications and sustainability of the new

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal state
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The Kukis value education, and every child receives schooling.
They have a holistic curriculum that focuses on knowledge and skills. Kukiland is a fictional world.
Education includes both practical and theoretical learning.
Kukiland is filled with lush green forests and beautiful mountains.
Kukiland has a democratic system of governance. ] ) ]
Geography It has rivers, lakes, and waterfalls that add to its scenic beauty.
The Kukis elect their leaders through a fair and transparent process. Governance
The land is abundant with diverse flora and fauna.
Decision-making is participatory and involves the entire community.

Kukiland Kukiland is home to the Kukis, a friendly and peace-loving species.
Kukiland offers various recreational activities for its inhabitants. o ) )
The Kukis live in treehouses high up in the forest canopy.
The Kukis enjoy traditional music, dance, and storyteliing. Recreation , o .
They have a unique culture and traditions, passed down through generations.

They organize colorful festivals that celebrate their culture and heritage. ] ) ) _ _
Kukis engage in agriculture and have a deep connection with nature.

Kukiland is committed to environmental sustainability.
The economy of Kukiland revolves around sustainable farming practices.

The Kukis actively participate in conservation efforts. ] ) ) o
The Kukis grow various crops and cultivate medicinal plants.

Conservation

They protect their forests, wildlife, and natural resources. i ) . ) ) )
They trade with neighboring lands for goods not found in their territory.

Kukiland serves as an inspiration for sustainable living. Rllacademy - Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Glitzy red carpet event
Attended by top Hollywood celebrities
Known for its unpredictable and entertaining moments

Presents a mix of awards, speeches, and live performances

Considered a major precursor to the Academy Awards
Helps shape the Awards Season and influences Oscar nominations
Offers a platform for recognition and promotion of exceptional talent

Showcases the global impact and popularity of the entertainment industry

Ceremony Highlights

Significance and Influence

Golden Globe Awards

Introduction

>

Established in 1944

Presented annually by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association

Honors outstanding achievements in the entertainment industry

Film Categories

Television Categories

Recognizes the best drama film of the year
Best Motion Picture - Drama
Past winners include "The Godfather," "Titanic," and "La La Land"

Celebrates the best musical or comedy film of the year

Best Motion Picture - Musical or Comedy
Past winners include "Mamma Mia!," "Annie Hall," and "The Hangover"

Acknowledges the most outstanding directing achievement
Best Director
Previous winners include Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, and Ang Lee

Honors the best performance by an actor in a leading role
Best Actor in a Leading Role
Past winners include Tom Hanks, Leonardo DiCaprio, and Denzel Washington

Recognizes the best performance by an actress in a leading role
Best Actress in a Leading Role
Previous winners include Meryl Streep, Nicole Kidman, and Julia Roberts

Honors the best drama series on television
Best Television Series - Drama
Past winners include "Breaking Bad," "The Crown," and "Game of Thrones"

Recognizes the best musical or comedy series on television
Best Television Series - Musical or Comedy
Previous winners include "Friends," "Sex and the City," and "Brooklyn Nine-Nine"

Celebrates the best performance by an actor in a drama series
Best Actor in a Television Series - Drama
Past winners include Bryan Cranston, Jon Hamm, and Sterling K. Brown

Acknowledges the best performance by an actress in a drama series
Best Actress in a Television Series - Drama
Previous winners include Claire Foy, Elisabeth Moss, and Gillian Anderson

Honors the best performance by an actor in a musical or comedy series

Best Actor in a Television Series - Musical or Comedy
Past winners include Jim Parsons, Steve Carell, and Michael Douglas

Recognizes the best performance by an actress in a musical or comedy series
Best Actress in a Television Series - Musical or Comedy
Previous winners include Tina Fey, Amy Poehler, and Rachel Brosnahan
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Made up of international journalists

Initiative to recruit more diverse members Promotes entertainment industry

} Commitment to increase diversity Non-profit organization Focuses on film and television industry <

Efforts to promote inclusivity and equality Advocates for cultural understanding

Reviewing and revising membership criteria

Originally called Hollywood Foreign Correspondents Association
Founded in 1943 <

> Changes to membership and voting process

Implementing fair and unbiased voting procedures Renamed in 1950

Steps taken towards reform
Collaborating with diversity and inclusion advocates

} Partnership with external organizations

Seeking guidance and support for reform initiatives Annual awards ceremony

. . Awards given in various categories
Addressing concerns and allegations openly

Recognizes excellence in film and television

HO"yW ood Foreign Press Association A, Includes both domestic and foreign productions

(H FP A) Often seen as a precursor to the Oscars
Considered one of the prestigious awards

> Ongoing efforts to regain public trust
Working towards a more transparent organization

Rebuilding trust and credibility Attracts celebrities and industry professionals

Ensuring sustainable and long-term reform

Impact of digital platforms and streaming services Criticized for lack of representation

} Navigating through the changing entertainment landscape Future outlook and Cha"enges for HFPA Lack of diversity among members <

Calls for reform and inclusivity

Bribery and corruption allegations
Accusations of unethical practices <
Questioned integrity of award selections

Adapting to the evolving industry standards

Facing competition from other award organizations
> Maintaining relevance and influence in the industry

Members, industry professionals, and audiences Meeting the expectations of various stakeholders

Controversies surrounding HFPA
Pressure to disclose membership details

Scrutiny on transparency and voting procedures <
Calls for more transparency in decision-making

Potential loss of credibility
Impacts on the reputation of the organization <

R||academy - Iﬂdla's MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE Portal Repercussions on the Golden Globe Awards' reputation
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Protected areas and marine reserves

Sustainable fishing practices .
Conservation and Management
Pollution prevention and mitigation Biodiversity in marine ecosystems

Climate change adaptation and mitigation Key role in maintaining ecosystem balance

Definition and Importance

Supports various ecological processes

Studying biodiversity patterns and trends Economic and social value

Monitoring changes in marine ecosystems

Research and Monitoring

Understanding impacts of human activities Wide range of marine organisms

Informing conservation and management efforts

Species Diversity Varying levels of species richness

Importance of species diversity

Global efforts to protect marine biodiversity

International agreements and conventions . . -
International Collaboration and Policies . L .
Cooperation for sustainable resource use Manne B|od|ve rs |ty

Policy frameworks for conservation and management

Genetic variability within species

Genetic Diversity Adaptation and resilience

Contribution to overall biodiversity

Balancing conservation and human needs Different types of marine ecosystems

Integrated approaches to ecosystem management Ecosystem Dive rsity Coral reefs, seagrass meadows, kelp forests, etc.

Future Challenges and Opportunities

Harnessing technology for research and monitoring Role of ecosystem diversity in sustaining biodiversity

Promoting sustainable behavior and awareness

Overfishing and destructive fishing practices

Marine biodiversity plays a crucial role in maintaining the health and functioning of
marine ecosystems. It encompasses species, genetic, and ecosystem diversity, all of
which contribute to the ecological, economic, and social value of the oceans.
However, threats such as overfishing, pollution, habitat destruction, and climate
change pose significant challenges. Conservation and management efforts, research
and monitoring, international collaboration, and policy frameworks are essential for
ensuring the protection and sustainable use of marine biodiversity. Balancing
conservation with human needs and embracing opportunities for integrated
approaches and technology advancements will be key in safeguarding marine
biodiversity for future generations.

. S . Pollution and contamination
Threats to Marine Biodiversity
Habitat destruction and degradation

Climate change and ocean acidification

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Deployed in numerous conflict zones
Facilitates the resolution of disputes Peacekeeping

Works to ensure the safety of civilians
Established in 1945

Set of 17 goals to end poverty, protect the planet, and promote prosperity

Intergovernmental organization Aims to maintain international peace and security

Committed to promoting social progress and better standards of living

Achievements

Address issues such as climate change, education, and gender equality Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Aims to achieve the goals by 2030

Promotes and protects human rights worldwide
Composed of all member states

Establishes conventions and treaties Human Rights

Monitors compliance and investigates violations United Nations

General Assembly Discusses and makes recommendations on global issues
Adopts resolutions on various topics

Lack of consensus among member states Responsible for maintaining international peace and security
Security Council Consists of 15 members, 5 of which are permanent

Limited resources for addressing global issues
Can impose sanctions and authorize the use of force

Political tensions and conflicts hindering cooperation Chal Ienges
Coordinates development efforts

Inequalities in representation and decision-making
Economic and Social Council Promotes economic and social cooperation

Need for ongoing reforms to enhance efficiency and effectiveness
Addresses global challenges such as poverty and inequality
Led by the Secretary-General
Secretariat Supports the work of the UN bodies

Implements decisions and manages day-to-day operations

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Protecting India's antiquities and art treasures
Purpose of the Act Regulating their export and import
Preventing their illegal acquisition
Preserving India's cultural heritage
Significance of the Act Ensuring the rightful ownership of antiquities

Promoting research and study of art history

Definition of antiquities and art treasures

Obtaining a license for export or import

Strengthening enforcement and penalties
} Amendments to the Act over the years Regulation of export and import Restrictions on export and import without a license
Expanding the scope to include new categories of antiquities
Amendments and Future Developments Seizure and confiscation of unlawfully exported or imported items
Strengthening security and control measures } Requiri ificate of . od
Challenges and future improvements . Y . T equiring a certiricate or ownership or custody
Digitization of records and inventory management systems ? AnthUItleS and Art Treasures Act 1972
Control of ownership and acquisition Prohibition of acquisition without a certificate

Transfer of antiquities between individuals and institutions
Responsible for implementing and enforcing the Act

Establishing a Central Advisory Board
Granting and regulating licenses Department of Archaeology
Powers of the Central Government Designating protected areas and archaeological sites
Conducting surveys and excavations

Assisting the Central Government in enforcement
} State Governments
Regulating ownership and acquisition within their respective states

Declaring certain antiquities as national treasures
Enforcement and Administration

Unauthorized excavation, exploration, or removal of antiquities
Collaboration for the protection and preservation of cultural heritage
} Cooperation with international organizations Offenses under the Act Export or import without a license
Facilitating the return of stolen or illegally exported antiquities
. Acquisition without a certificate
Penalties and Offenses
Imprisonment and fines based on the severity of the offense

Penalties for offenses Confiscation of unlawfully acquired or possessed antiquities
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Pharaohs and queens
} Ancient Egypt
Cultural and religious beliefs

Julius Caesar and Augustus
> Ancient Rome
Pax Romana and Roman laws

Before the Middle Ages
Ancient times <
Early civilizations

Great empires and rulers

Period of history

Ancient cultures and civilizations

Mathematics
Inventions and discoveries {
Medicine

Pyramids
Architectural marvels {

Temples and palaces

Exchange of goods and ideas
} Silk Road
Cultural diffusion

Phoenician and Greek sailors
> Maritime trade routes
Exploration and colonization

Technology and achievements

Trade and interaction Antiquity

Epic poems and myths
Literature and writing <

Legal systems and democracy
> Influence on modern society Philosophical texts

Cultural traditions and customs

Connects past and present
} Historical significance

rresenatonand sy ereniay Riiacademy™ India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

. Art and culture
Legacy and impact Sculpture and pottery
Visual arts <

Mosaics and frescoes



India-Kosovo Trade Commerce Economic
Office (IKCEO)
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Role of IKCEO in promoting trade and commerce
between India and Kosovo
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Negotiating favorable terms and conditions
Facilitating trade agreements and partnerships <
Promoting investment opportunities in both countries
Offering market intelligence and research
Providing assistance to businesses Facilitating trade missions and visits
Assisting with customs and regulatory procedures
Showcasing products and services from India and Kosovo
Organizing trade fairs and exhibitions <
Connecting businesses with potential buyers and investors
Facilitating cultural events and exchanges
Promoting cultural exchange and understanding <
Supporting educational and tourism initiatives
Collaborating with government agencies and embassies
Strengthening diplomatic relationships <
Participating in bilateral meetings and forums
Encouraging innovation and technology transfer
Supporting sustainable development and growth Promoting green initiatives and clean energy projects
Providing capacity-building programs and training
Supporting collaboration in agriculture, tourism, and manufacturing
Enhancing economic cooperation across sectors Promoting trade in services, such as IT and healthcare
Facilitating joint ventures and investment projects
Advocating for favorable trade policies and regulations
Ensuring a favorable business environment Addressing trade barriers and resolving disputes
Promoting intellectual property rights protection
Engaging with industry associations and chambers of commerce
Networking and partnership building Connecting businesses with potential partners and stakeholders
Collaborating with international organizations and trade bodies
Analyzing trade data and market trends
Monitoring and evaluating trade performance Assessing the impact of trade policies and initiatives

Providing recommendations for enhancing trade relations
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Has complex political and ethnic history
Located in Southeastern Europe Borders Albania, Montenegro, Serbia, and North Macedonia Ottoman Empire ruled Kosovo from the late 14th century

Historical significance in the Balkans Became part of Yugoslavia after World War |

Achieving normalization of relations with Serbia is a precondition for EU integration Resolving issues related to governance, security, and territorial disputes EU-mediated dialogue between Serbia and Kosovo ongoing Aiming for EU membership

Ethnic tensions between Albanians and Serbs escalated in the late 20th century

: - International recognition debates ongoing
Declared independence from Serbia in 2008 Recognized by some countries, but not by others {
Serbia and many countries consider it an autonomous province within Serbia

Executive power held by the President and the Prime Minister

Yugoslav wars and Kosovo War in the 1990s

Addressing socio-economic disparities and promoting inclusive development Improving rule of law, fighting corruption, and strengthening democratic institutions Reconciliation efforts and fostering inter-ethnic cooperation Challenges in building a sustainable future

Historic sites, religious monuments, and vibrant arts scene Cultural heritage and diverse traditions

International presence and involvement in Kosovo

Kosovo

Political stability challenges Ethnic divisions and corruption issues

Cultural preservation and promotion as part of national identity

Governed as a parliamentary republic

Majority Albanian population, with Serbian and other minority communities
Multi-ethnic society <

Inter-ethnic tensions still exist, but relative calm compared to the past

International organizations supporting development and post-conflict reconstruction NATO-led Kosovo Force (KFOR) maintaining peace and stability United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK)

Limited industrial development High unemployment rates, especially among young people

Econ omy heav”y relies on remittances and Agriculture, mining, and construction are major sectors
international aid Tourism potential with cultural and natural attractions
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Known as the "Land of the Rising Sun"
} Located in northeastern India
Borders China, Bhutan, and Myanmar

Encompasses snow-clad mountains, dense forests, and gushing rivers

Home to numerous flora and fauna species Diverse and pristine natural landscapes It is @ mountainous state

Arunachal Pradesh

Offers opportunities for wildlife spotting and birdwatching Popular tourist destination

Located in northern India

Inhabited by various indigenous tribes Famous for its scenic beauty and adventure sports

Preserves unique tribal customs, languages, and crafts Rich in tribal heritage Has many hill stations like Shimla and Manali
Festivals like Losar and Solung showcase the vibrant culture
Known for its unique customs and traditions

Has a rich heritage of handicrafts and folk arts

Smallest state in India
} Located in the Himalayas

Borders Nepal, China, and Bhutan Celebrates various festivals with great enthusiasm

Offers mesmerizing views of Kanchenjunga, the third highest peak in the world

Abundant in alpine meadows, glaciers, and lakes Beautiful and serene landscapes H |m a Ch al Pra d es h Known for its apple orchards and hydropower projects
Home to numerous monasteries and Buddhist pilgrimage sites Abundance of natural resources Home to various wildlife sanctuaries and national parks
Comprises various ethnic communities like Nepalis, Lepchas, and Bhutias Offers opportunities for trekking and mountaineering
Celebrates festivals like Losoong and Saga Dawa with great enthusiasm Culturally diverse and vibrant
Known for its traditional handicrafts and handmade artifacts Known as the "Land of Gods"
Located in the Himalayas Offers stunning views of snow-capped mountains

Known as the "Land of High Passes" Famous pilgrimage sites like Kedarnath and Badrinath

} Located in the trans-Himalayan region

Borders China and Pakistan Has many rivers, lakes, and waterfalls

Encompasses barren deserts, turquoise lakes, and snow-covered peaks Uttarakhand Abundant in natural beauty Home to Jim Corbett National Park
Home to unique flora and fauna adapted to extreme conditions Breathtaking and otherworldly landscapes Ideal destination for adventure activities like river rafting and skiing
Offers opportunities for trekking and mountaineering Has a unique blend of Kumaoni and Garhwali cultures
Houses numerous monasteries and gompas Preserves its rich cultural heritage Famous for its traditional folk music and dance forms
Celebrates festivals like Hemis and Losar with grand festivities Rich in Tibetan Buddhist culture Celebrates various fairs and festivals throughout the year

Famous for its vibrant masked dance forms and traditional music.
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Increased agricultural productivity and income generation
Improved access to education and enhanced skills

Enhanced healthcare services and improved health outcomes
Improved access to clean water and sanitation facilities
Positive environmental impact and conservation efforts

Empowered and resilient rural communities

Expanding program coverage to more villages

Strengthening partnerships with local and international organizations
Developing income-generating activities for communities

Building the capacity of community leaders and volunteers
Monitoring and evaluating program effectiveness

Continuously adapting and improving program strategies

Program impact and success stories

Future plans and sustainability

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Vibrant Village Programme

Overview of the program
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Agriculture and Food Security

Education and Skills Development

Health and Nutrition

Water and Sanitation

Environmental Conservation

Aims to improve livelihoods in rural communities
Focuses on sustainable development and poverty reduction

Implements a holistic approach to community empowerment

Promotes sustainable farming practices
Provides training on crop production and animal husbandry
Supports the creation of farmers' cooperatives
Enhances access to quality education
Trains teachers and provides educational materials
Offers vocational training and entrepreneurship programs
Improves healthcare services in rural areas
Conducts health campaigns and awareness programs
Encourages healthy nutrition practices and hygiene
Enhances access to clean water sources
Constructs and maintains sanitation facilities
Promotes good hygiene practices
Raises awareness on environmental issues
Implements reforestation and conservation projects

Encourages sustainable natural resource management
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Bailout of troubled banks

Irresponsible lending practices
Subprime mortgage crisis <
Stimulus packages to boost economy Housing bubble burst

Enforced stricter lending standards

Responses

Lax oversight of financial institutions
Financial deregulation {
Weakening of regulatory framework

Complex financial products
Excessive risk-taking by banks <
Lack of risk assessment

Increased oversight of financial institutions

Coordination of global economic policies

Creation of financial stability organizations

Global financial crisis

- Sharp decline in stock prices

Proper evaluation of financial products
> Need for risk management Stock market crash

Establishment of risk assessment mechanisms

Disclosure of accurate financial information
} Importance of transparency

Openness in reporting financial risks

Strengthening of financial regulations
} Preventing future crises
Early detection and warning systems

Investor panic and sell-offs

Decreased consumer spending
Lessons learned Economic recession

Rising unemployment rates

Bank failures and bankruptcies
Banking sector collapse

Loss of public trust in financial institutions



|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Introduction to the Advocates Act, 1961.

Enacted in India to regulate the legal profession.

Governs the rights, privileges, and duties of advocates.
Maintenance of professional ethics by advocates.

Duties towards clients, the court, and the profession. Professional Ethics

Qualifications for becoming an advocate.
Prohibition of certain activities by advocates.

- Admission and enroliment of advocates.
Key Provisions
Rights and privileges of advocates.
Establishing funds for the welfare of advocates.

. Regulation of the legal profession.
Contributions and utilization of the funds. Advocates' Welfare Fund

Benefits and assistance provided to advocates.
Setting up of Bar Council of India.

Advocates Act, 1961

Regulatory Bodies Establishment of State Bar Councils.
Amendments made to the Advocates Act, 1961.

Functions and powers of the Bar Councils.
Repeal of certain sections or acts. Amendments and Repeals

Impact of amendments on the legal profession.
Disciplinary action against advocates.

Disciplinary Proceedings Grounds for misconduct.
Significance and impact of the Advocates Act, 1961.

Procedure for conducting disciplinary proceedings.
Ongoing relevance in regulating the legal profession in India.

Importance of upholding professional ethics and standards.
Regulation of legal education in India.

Legal Education Accreditation of law colleges and programs.
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Established under Advocates Act, 1961
Prescribes standards for law schools
Functions to regulate legal education Approves courses and curriculum
Conducts inspections and assessments

Must enroll with state bar council first
Propagates legal research and development

Legal education requirement
Issues certificates of practice to advocates Eligibility criteria for enroliment <
Age limit and good character

Collaborates with law schools and legal academia : . _ . :
Engages in legal education and research Regulatory body for legal profession in India
Organizes seminars, workshops, and conferences

Renewal of certificate every 5 years
Promotes legal scholarship and publications
Investigates complaints of misconduct

Disciplinary proceedings against advocates Conducts disciplinary hearings
Maintains and updates advocates' database
Imposes penalties or sanctions if found guilty

Publishes lists of enrolled advocates Ensures accountability and transparency in legal

- Issues codes of conduct for advocates
Monitors compliance with professional standards profession

Promotes legal ethics and professional responsibility Organizes continuing legal education programs

Bar COUI‘]C“ Of India Establishes ethics committees

Publishes annual reports and statistical data

Advocates for rights and welfare of advocates
Represents interests of advocates
Advocates for fair remuneration and working conditions

Empowers and protects advocates' rights

Represents the Indian legal profession Advocates for policy and legislative changes
Raises concerns regarding safety and security of advocates

Participates in legal reforms and policy formulation
Fights against encroachment on advocates' privileges

Promotes access to justice for marginalized sections
Establishes reciprocal arrangements with foreign bar councils
. _ Establishes legal aid cells and clinics
Participates in international legal conferences and seminars Collaborates with other legal bodies

Provides legal aid and assistance

Conducts legal awareness campaigns
Cooperates with regional and international legal organizations
Provides free legal services to the needy
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Located to the south of the Gulf of Oman

Aden, a major city in Yemen, is located near the Arabian Sea and the gulf

Located on the northern coast of the Gulf of Oman
Political instability in Yemen affects the regional dynamics Shares a maritime border with Oman
Has historical and cultural ties with Oman
Located to the east of the Guif of Oman Has a significant impact on the regional dynamics
Mumbai, a major Indian city, is situated along the Arabian Sea, close to the gulf

Historical and trade connections with Oman Shares a maritime border with Oman's Musandam Peninsula

Bordering countries of Gulf of Oman United Arab Emirates (UAE)

Dubai and Sharjah are two major cities in the UAE near the Gulf of Oman

Located to the northwest of the Gulf of Oman

Economic and trade relations with Oman are important
Landlocked country with no direct coastal access to the gulf Afghanistan
Geopolitical dynamics with neighboring countries impact the region Located to the northeast of the Gulf of Oman
Karachi, a major city in Pakistan, is close to the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Oman
The country itself borders the Gulf of Oman

Historical and cultural connections with Oman

Capital city Muscat is located along the coast of the Gulf of Oman

Strategic location for maritime trade and transportation
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Located in the Arabian Sea
Location Adjacent to the Iranian coastline in the north
Extends from the Gulf of Oman to the west coast of Pakistan
Vast and deep water body
Roughly 1,000 kilometers in length
Geography
Up to 290 kilometers in width
Maximum depth of around 3,700 meters
Experiences a hot desert climate
Gulf of Makran
Climate and weather High temperatures throughout the year
Limited rainfall, mainly during the monsoon season
Home to a diverse range of marine species
Marine life and biodiversity Rich in coral reefs, mangroves, and seagrass beds
Important breeding and feeding ground for many marine animals
Significant for fishing and maritime activities

Economic importance Supports local communities along the coastline

Potential for offshore oil and gas exploration and production

Gulf of Makran/Gulf of Oman

Connects the Arabian Sea with the Strait of Hormuz
Location
Located between Iran, Oman, and the United Arab Emirates
Shallow and narrow in comparison to the Gulf of Makran
Approximately 380 kilometers in length
Geography
Width varies from 55 to 180 kilometers
Average depth of about 60 meters
. Hot and humid climate
Climate and weather High temperatures, especially during summer months
Monsoon winds bring rainfall during certain periods
Supports a diverse range of marine species
Marine life and biodiversity Important for commercial fishing activities
Vulnerable to pollution and overfishing
Strategic location for shipping and trade

Economic importance Significant oil and gas reserves in the surrounding areas

Ports along the coastline facilitate international commerce
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The term "Brexit" is a combination of "Britain" and "exit" and refers to the withdrawal
of the United Kingdom from the European Union (EU).

Background
The UK held a referendum on June 23, 2016, in which the majority voted to leave the
EU.
o ) ) ) L ) Sovereignty: Many in the UK believed that leaving the EU would restore national
chno_rmc |rtnpactt. Brg,)(lbt Ie_d to unce;tdallnty and volatility in the UK economy, affecting sovereignty and allow the country to make its own laws and decisions.
rade, investment, and business confidence.
Political . The Bresxit ed i iiical divisi ithin th Immigration: Concerns over immigration, particularly the free movement of EU
olitical repercussions: The Brexit process resulted in political divisions within the q . ¥ citizens, influenced the Brexit vote.
UK, with implications for both major political parties. ImpaCts of Brexit BreXIt

Economic control: Supporters argued that leaving the EU would allow the UK to have

EU implications: Brexit also had implications for the EU, as it lost one of its largest more control over its economy and trade policies.

member states and faced challenges in reshaping its own future.

Article 50: The UK triggered Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union on March
29, 2017, officially starting the process of leaving the EU.

Negotiations: The UK and the EU engaged in lengthy negotiations to determine the
terms of their future relationship, including trade, security, and other key areas.

Brexit Process

Transition period: A transition period was agreed upon, during which the UK would
continue to follow EU rules and regulations while new arrangements were made.
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NW-1 promotes economic growth by facilitating trade and commerce

It reduces logistics cost and improves efficiency in the movement of goods Benefits of NW-1 NW-1is a national waterway in India

NW-1 also helps in water conservation and management by facilitating smooth flow Introduction to NW-1 Itis also known as the Ganges-Bhagirathi-Hooghly river system

and reducing water pollution NW-1 stretches from Haldia to Allahabad

The development of NW-1 faces challenges like land acquisition, environmental

o . " NW-1 plays a crucial role in transportation
concerns, and coordination among different authorities

However, the government is committed to overcoming these challenges and realizing
the full potential of NW-1

i - It connects major cities like Kolkata, Patna, and Varanasi
National Waterway 1 (NW-1) i JELEA L.

NW-1 provides an alternate mode of transportation and reduces the burden on road

o e ) and rail networks
The future of NW-1 looks promising with increased investment and focus on
infrastructure development

Challenges and Future prospects of NW-1

The development of NW-1 was initiated under the Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP)

NW-1 is a vital waterway in India with immense potential for economic growth and

JMVP aims to enhance navigation on NW-1 by improving infrastructure and channel
development

management

Development of NW-1

With proper investment and coordination, NW-1 can become a key player in

Upgrading terminals, constructing new jetties, and increasing dredging activities are
transportation and contribute to the overall progress of the country.
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Implement body cameras for all police officers to ensure accurate documentation of

Increase transparency and accountability within the interactions with the public

poI ice force Establish an independent oversight committee to investigate and address complaints

Prioritize mental health resources to reduce stress-related incidents and promote
against police officers

officer resilience

Enhance officer well-being and support systems

Establish peer support networks and counseling services to address the emotional toll

of the job
: Enhance cultural sensitivity and de-escalation techniques to minimize use of force

Improve trammg and education for p°hce officers Provide ongoing mental health training to enable effective responses to individuals in
crisis

Implement comprehensive background checks and psychological evaluations to

ensure suitability for the role Improve recruitment and selection processes for police Police reforms
Encourage diversity and representation within the police force to better reflect the candidates Encourage regular community engagement meetings to foster open dialogue and
communifies fhey serve Strengthen community relations and trust between law address concerns

enforcement and the public Promote community policing strategies that prioritize collaboration and problem-
Invest in technology and infrastructure to support transparency and accountability solving
measures Allocate resources for the implementation of reforms
Regularly assess the effectiveness and impact of implemented reforms to inform e ongoing 2uellEEn Review and modify policies that disproportionately target marginalized communities

future improvements T F P -
Address systemic issues within the police force

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Implement measures to address police misconduct and prevent excessive use of
force
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Resistance from police departments and politicians Prakash Singh judgement is a landmark ruling by the Supreme Court of India

Introduction

Implementation challenges

Focuses on police reforms and the need for police accountability

Lack of proper coordination and political will

Some states have implemented the reforms as directed by the Supreme Court : : Police reforms are essential for ensuring law and order in the country
Progress made post the judgement Importance of police reforms
Aim to improve the functioning and efficiency of the police force

Positive impact on police accountability and public trust in the police force
Prakash Singh judgement of Supreme

Need for continued implementation and monitoring of the reforms : . Court of India ] ! Filed by Prakash Singh, a retired police officer, in 1996
Ongoing efforts for police reforms Background of the Prakash Singh judgement
A response to the widespread police misconduct and lack of accountability

Role of civil society organizations in advocating for police reforms

Prakash Singh judgement is a significant step towards ensuring police accountability Directive for the implementation of various reforms in police departments

in India
Key highlights of the judgement Emphasis on ensuring functional autonomy for police

Establishment of State Security Commissions and Police Complaints Authorities

Further efforts must be made to fully implement the reforms and overcome the

challenges. Rilacademy+ India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Decides disputes between the Union and the states.
} Adjudication of constitutional and legal matters.

Protects fundamental rights of citizens. Introduction The highest judicial body in India.

Powers and Functions

Ensures their conformity with the Constitution. Review and interpretation of laws.

Reviews decisions of high courts and other tribunals. Appellate jurisdiction.

Establishment Formed on January 28, 1950.

M Has both original and appellate jurisdiction.
Composition Consists of the Chief Justice of India and other judges.

Appointment Judges appointed by the President of India.

Ensures judiciary's independence from the executive and legislative branches. Inde pen dence

Such as the Kesavananda Bharati case. H
} Has issued several landmark judgements. Landmark Judgements Supreme Court of India
And the Narasimha Rao bribery case.

Known for its active role in implementing socio-economic reforms. Judicial Activism

The Supreme Court of India is the apex judicial body in the country, with
extraordinary powers and responsibilities in upholding the Constitution and protecting

the fundamental rights of citizens.
Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Judges hold office until the age of 65.



Under the SEBI Act 1992
Established in 1988 {
By the Government of India

Regulatory body <
Oversees the securities market

Promotes fair practices
Aims to protect investors' interests {
Ensures market integrity

Definition

Registration and approval

Inspection and surveillance

Regulatory powers
g y p For market participants

Suspension and cancellation of licenses

Imposition of penalties Regulates capital markets Issues regulations and guidelines For listed companies

Formulates rules and regulations Securities and Exchange Board of India Regulation and supervision
Issues guidelines and circulars Rule-making powers (SEBI)

For intermediaries

Conducts inspections and audits
Monitors and enforces compliance

Prescribes disclosure requirements Takes enforcement actions

Advises the government on policy matters \ Educates and informs investors

Consults market participants and stakeholders Advisory and consultative powers _ Promotes transparency and disclosure
Investor protection

Collaborates with other regulators and agencies Resolves investor grievances
Facilitates investor redressal
Enhances market efficiency
Market development Encourages innovation and competition
Facilitates fair and equitable access
Registers and regulates intermediaries
Regulation of intermediaries Sets standards and codes of conduct
Supervises securities intermediaries
Detects and prevents market abuses
Conducts investigations and inquiries
Regulatory enforcement

Takes legal actions against offenders

Coordinates with law enforcement agencies



It deals with economic policy formulation, international trade, foreign investments,
and multilateral institutions.

Responsible for tax administration, customs, excise, and goods and services tax

(GST). 2. Department of Revenue:

It supervises banking, insurance, and pension sectors, and promotes financial
inclusion and literacy.

Handles disinvestment of government-owned enterprises and strategic stake sales.

It administers direct taxes like income tax and wealth tax.

Responsible for indirect taxes and customs administration, including GST.

The central bank of the country, responsible for monetary policy, currency
management, and financial stability.

It regulates capital markets and protects the interests of investors.

1. Department of Economic Affairs (DEA):

3. Department of Financial Services (DFS):

4. Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM):
5. Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT):
6. Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC):

7. Reserve Bank of India (RBI):

8. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI):

Several departments and agencies operate under the Union Finance Ministry to

assist in its functions:

The Union Finance Ministry plays a crucial role in
managing the financial affairs of the country. It
formulates and implements fiscal policies, manages
taxation, regulates the financial sector, and represents

the country in international financial institutions.
Through its departments and agencies, it ensures
efficient budgeting, oversees tax administration,
supervises financial institutions, and promotes
economic stability and growth.

Key Departments and Agencies:

Union Finance Ministry:

The Union Finance Ministry is a government department responsible for managing
the financial policies and economic affairs of the country.

The Union Finance Ministry carries out various functions to achieve its objectives:

The ministry is headed by the Union Finance Minister, who is a key member of the

It plays a central role in the formulation and implementation of fiscal policies and government's cabinet.

financial regulations.

overall economic development of the nation.

The primary objective of the ministry is to ensure sound fiscal management, promote
sustainable economic growth, and maintain financial stability.

The ministry is responsible for formulating the annual budget of the country, including
revenue estimation, expenditure allocation, and monitoring of expenditures.

It ensures that budgetary resources are allocated efficiently and effectively to meet

1. Budgeting and Expenditure Management. the development and welfare needs of the country.

The ministry also oversees the management of public debt and works towards its
sustainable reduction.

The ministry formulates tax policies and implements them through the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

: R (CBIC).
2. Tax Policy and Administration:

It aims to create a fair and transparent tax system, promote compliance, and prevent

tax evasion.
The ministry regulates and supervises various financial institutions such as banks,
insurance companies, and capital markets.
3. Financial Sector Regulation and Development: It formulates policies to promote financial inclusion, stability, and development.

The ministry also oversees the functioning of regulatory bodies like the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) and the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

The ministry represents the country in international financial institutions like the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

It negotiates financial assistance programs, participates in global financial

4. International Financial Relations: . . . . ! . .
discussions, and promotes bilateral and multilateral financial cooperation.

The ministry also manages foreign exchange reserves and formulates policies related
to foreign investments and capital flows.

The ministry participates in the formulation of economic policies and plans in
coordination with other government departments and ministries.

It analyzes economic trends, prepares economic surveys and reports, and provides

5. Economic Planning and Policy Formulation: . : -
inputs for policy decisions.

The ministry works towards achieving macroeconomic stability, promoting inclusive
growth, and addressing economic challenges.

It is one of the most important ministries in the government, as it directly impacts the
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Grounds for divorce in India
Procedures and legal aspects of divorce Divorce laws in India

Impact of divorce on women in Indian society

Overview of marriage laws in India

Grounds for annulment of marriages

Introduction

Dissolution of Marri age Historical background of marriage laws in India

Legal process and implications of annulment Annulment of marriages

Protection of rights and interests of parties involved

. . . Definition and characteristics of arranged marriages
Laws governing maintenance and alimony

Rights and responsibilities of the parties involved Maintenance and alimony issues Arranged marriage Traditional practices and customs in arranged marriages

Challenges faced by women in seeking maintenance and alimony Role of families in arranging marriages

Definition and characteristics of love marriages

Types of Marriages Love marriage Changing attitudes towards love marriages in Indian society

Laws and regulations prohibiting child marriage Marriage LaWS in India
Child Marriage

Causes and consequences of child marriage in India Legal aspects and challenges faced by couples in love marriages

Legal issues and challenges faced by couples in interreligious marriages

Efforts by the government and NGOs to combat child marriage

Legal remedies and support for victims of child marriage Interreligious and intercaste marriages Social and cultural implications of intercaste marriages

Government policies and initiatives to promote interreligious and intercaste marriages

Recent reforms in marriage laws in India

. . . Importance of marri registration in Indi
Controversies and debates surrounding marriage laws portance of marriage registratio dia

Recent Reforms and Controversies Legal requirements for marriage registration

Impact of changing societal values on marriage laws

Marriage Registration

Process of marriage registration in different states of India

R | |academy - I nd | a,S M OSt Popu Iar U PSC—CSE Portal Rights and benefits conferred through marriage registration

Future prospects and challenges in the field of marriage laws in India
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The Special Marriage Act (SMA) was enacted in 1954 in India.

Itis a civil law that provides for the marriage of individuals belonging to different
religions or castes.

Upon marriage under the SMA, the parties acquire various rights and obligations,

imilar to th der oth iage laws. . . . . . . . . . .
simiiar fo fnose Under ofher marriage 1aws R|ghts and 0b||gat|ons The SMA is applicable to the entire country, including all states and union territories.

They are entitled to maintenance, inheritance, and other legal benefits. . . . . o
It is applicable to all Indian nationals, regardless of their religion or caste.

The SMA provides for divorce and dissolution of marriages by way of judicial

procedures. Under the SMA, couples intending to marry have to give a notice of their intention to

the Marriage Officer.

Divorce and Dissolution

Eith h th t for di d ified in the law.
lther party can approach the court for divorce on grounds specified in the law. & Marri age Regi stration The notice is displayed at the office for a period of 30 days, during which objections

SpeCiaI Marriage Act (SMA), 1954 can be raised.

The SMA also deals with the dissolution of marriages solemnized outside India under

foreign laws. . . . .
Dissolution of Foreign Marriage
The procedures for dissolution are specified, and the court has the authority to grant

a decree of dissolution.

If no objections are raised, the Marriage Officer registers the marriage.

The SMA lays down certain conditions for a valid marriage, such as the absence of a
spouse, mental capacity, etc.

Conditions for Marri age Both parties must have attained the legal age of marriage (18 years for the bride and
The SMA has been amended multiple times to address various social and legal 21 years for the groom).

issues.

Amendments and Relevance

Consent of both parties is essential for the marriage.

It remains relevant in providing a legal framework for inter-religion and inter-caste
marriages.

The SMA does not prescribe any specific religious or customary rituals for the
marriage ceremony.

The parties are free to perform the ceremony according to their own customs or in a

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal secular mamner
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Bordered by the Adriatic and lonian Seas to the west
Geographically located on the Balkan Peninsula <
Bordered by the Black Sea to the east

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Kosovo, Montenegro,

Consists of multiple countries North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, and Slovenia

Historically known as a crossroads of cultures and civilizations Influenced by both Eastern and Western cultures

Ethnic and religious tensions

Witnessed numerous conflicts and wars Including the Balkan Wars and the Yugoslav Wars

Economic disparities and high unemployment rates Region in southeastern Europe

Rich in natural beauty and diverse landscapes Mountain ranges, rivers, lakes, and coastal areas

Corruption and organized crime Challenges and issues facing the Balkans

Including Albanians, Bosniaks, Bulgarians, Croats, Greeks, Macedonians,

European Union accession process and reforms Montenegrins, Romanians, Serbs, and Slovenes

Home to a diverse mix of ethnic groups

For example, Kosovo's status Border disputes and unresolved conflicts

Cultural heritage characterized by music, dance, and traditional folk customs

Balkan

Tourism plays a significant role in the region's economy
Cultural influences, including music, cuisine, and traditional arts

Historical events shaping European history Ottoman Empire's expansion into the Balkans

Literary figures and contributions to literature Contributions of the Balkans to the world World War | and the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo

Significant historical events and figures associated
with the Balkans

Natural resources, including oil, natural gas, and minerals Rise and fall of Yugoslavia under Josip Broz Tito

Enriching global perspectives and fostering intercultural understanding Ethnic diversity and multiculturalism

Ethnic conflicts and the breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s

Rl |academy - I n d Ia,s M OSt Popu Iar U PSC—CS E PO rtal EU integration and NATO membership aspirations for some Balkan countries
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Europe is a continent located in the Northern Hemisphere.

It is bordered by the Arctic Ocean to the north and the Mediterranean Sea to the
south.

Europe is separated from Asia by the Ural Mountains and the Bosporus Strait.

Geography
Europe is governed by a combination of national governments and supranational

It is known for its diverse landscapes, including mountains, rivers, and coastal areas.
institutions.

The continent consists of 46 countries, each with its own unique culture and history.
The European Union has a central role in shaping European policies and regulations.

The largest country in Europe is Russia, and the smallest is Vatican City.
European countries work together on various issues, such as security, climate

change, and migration.

The European Parliament represents the citizens of the EU and participates in the
legislative process.

Europe has a rich and complex history spanning thousands of years.

Ancient civilizations, such as the Greeks and Romans, flourished in Europe.

Each country has its own political system and leaders. \ - The Middle Ages saw the rise of powerful empires and kingdoms.
g

/ The Renaissance brought about a period of artistic and intellectual growth.

Europe faces various challenges, both internal and external. , .

P 9 The Age of Exploration expanded European influence around the world.
Economic disparities exist between different regions and countries. a Europe has also witnessed numerous wars and conflicts, including both World Wars.

Immigration and refugee crises have put pressure on countries to find solutions.

o o o Challenges
Brexit has impacted the relationship between the EU and the United Kingdom.

Europe is known for its diverse and vibrant cultures.

Terrorism and security threats pose ongoing challenges to Europe. Each country has its own traditions, languages, and cuisines.

Climate change and environmental issues require collective action. European art, literature, music, and architecture have had a significant impact on the
world.
The future of Europe is uncertain but holds opportunities for growth and Cooperation_ The continent is home to famous Iandmarks, such as the Eiffel Tower in Paris and the

Colosseum in Rome.
The EU aims to address the challenges and strengthen unity among member states.

European festivals and celebrations showcase the region's cultural diversity.
Advancements in technology and innovation may drive economic growth in Europe.

The continent will continue to navigate political complexities and global changes.

Europe has a strong and diverse economy.
Europe's cultural heritage and diversity will remain a cornerstone of its identity.

It is home to some of the world's largest economies, including Germany and the
Collaboration and dialogue will be crucial for shaping Europe's future. United Kingdom.

The European Union, a political and economic union of 27 member states, promotes
cooperation and trade within Europe.

Industries such as manufacturing, technology, tourism, and finance play a significant
role in the European economy.

The Euro is the common currency used by 19 European countries.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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. Introduction to Basel Norms
Overview of Basel Norms

Purpose of Basel Norms

Minimum Capital Requirements
Basel | <
Risk Weighted Assets Calculation

Basel IV Proposals Pillar 1: Minimum Capital Requirements

Three Pillars of Basel Il Pillar 2: Supervisory Review Process

Technology and Innovation Future Development of Basel Norms
} Evolving Regulatory Landscape Key Components of Basel Norms

Climate Change Risks Basel Il Pillar 3: Market Discipline

> ESG and Sustainability Factors Basel Norms

Social and Governance Factors Advanced Approaches in Basel Il

Capital Adequacy Requirements

Enhancing Financial Stability Basel IlI Liquidity Standards

Strengthening Risk Management Practices Leverage Ratio
Impact of Basel Norms
Promoting Sound Banking Practices

Addressing Global Financial Risks Global Implementation of Basel Norms

Implementation of Basel Norms

Harmonization of Regulations

Challenges in Implementing Basel Norms <

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal netiuonsl Gapactly Bulding



It is calculated by dividing the bank's capital by its risk-weighted assets.
The Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is a measure of a bank's ability to absorb I . y dmding prial by Iis nisi-weig

potential losses and meet its financial obligations. The higher the CAR, the more financially stable and secure the bank is considered to
be.

Definition

Tier 1 capital includes the bank's core capital, such as ordinary shares and retained

earnings.
Tier 1 Capital
It represents the highest quality capital that can absorb losses without the bank being

CAR = (Tier 1 Capital + Tier 2 Capital) / Risk-weighted Assets CAR Calculation required to cease trading.
Tier 2 capital consists of supplementary capital, including subordinated debt and

f hybrid instruments.
> g Tier 2 Capital
CARis a simplified measure that does not capture all aspects of a bank's risk profile. It provides additional loss-absorbing capacity but is considered less secure than Tier
Simplistic M H H 1 capital.
It primarily focuses on credit risk and may not adequately address other types of } IMpIStic ieasure Capltal Adequacy Ratlo (CAR) _ . _ o
risks, such as liquidity or market risk. Risk-weighted assets are a bank's assets that are adjusted for credit risk.

) . . . . : Risk-weighted Assets
Some banks may employ complex financial engineering techniques to manipulate

their CAR and appear more financially sound than they actually are.

Different categories of assets carry different risk weights based on their perceived
creditworthiness.
Subject to Manipulation Limitations of CAR

This highlights the need for ongoing supervisory oversight and scrutiny of banks'

ital ad :
capfia adequacy A high CAR indicates that a bank has a strong capital base to weather financial

The minimum CAR requirements set by regulatory bodies may not consider the downturns and potential losses.

unique risk profiles and business models of different banks.
One-Size-Fits-All Approach

This can lead to a one-size-fits-all approach that may not be appropriate for all
banks, potentially discouraging innovation and diversity in the banking sector.

Ensures Financial Stability
This promotes confidence among depositors and stakeholders in the bank's financial

stability.

Banks are required by regulatory bodies to maintain a minimum CAR to ensure their
ability to absorb losses and protect depositors' funds.
Regulatory Compliance

Failure to meet the minimum CAR can result in regulatory intervention and potential
penalties.

Importance of CAR

CAR serves as a measure of a bank's risk management practices.
Risk Management <

It encourages banks to maintain a prudent level of capital to mitigate risks and protect
against unexpected losses.
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Systemic risks can have severe repercussions on the stability of the entire financial
system

These banks have the potential to create systemic risks if they face financial distress
DSIBs are identified based on various criteria such as size, interconnectedness,
complexity, and substitutability

DSIBs refer to banks that are of significant importance
to the domestic financial system

This is to ensure their resilience and ability to withstand financial shocks
DSIBs are subject to stricter regulations and supervision compared to other banks <
Regulatory frameworks for DSIBs aim to prevent the occurrence of a financial crisis

Regulatory authorities regularly reassess and update the list of DSIBs based on

changing circumstances : : : :
The designation of DSIBs is an evolving process
Mechanisms are in place to ensure continuous monitoring and assessment of the

systemic importance of banks

DSIBs offer services such as deposit-taking, lending, investment banking, and asset
They are essential for providing various financial services to individuals, businesses, management
and governments

Their activities support economic growth and facilitate capital allocation

: : DSIBs play a critical role in the economy and financial
DomeStlc SyStematlca"y Important Banks markets Their ability to maintain liquidity and provide credit helps mitigate the impact of
(DSIBs)

economic downturns

Overall, the designation of DSIBs and the
implementation of appropriate regulations aim to

DSIBs also act as a source of stability during times of economic uncertainty
Governments often rely on DSIBs to support the stability of the financial system
during crises

strengthen financial stability and safeguard the
economy.

Cooperation between regulatory authorities is crucial to effectively regulate and
supervise DSIBs

As DSIBs can have cross-border operations, their failures can have international
implications International frameworks, such as the Financial Stability Board, promote cooperation

Global coordination is necessary to address the risks
posed by DSIBs

and coordination

Stress tests assess the resilience of DSIBs under adverse economic scenarios

Regular stress testing and monitoring of DSIBs helps identify potential vulnerabilities
and risks Monitoring allows regulators to intervene if necessary to prevent potential systemic

Riiaeademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal risks
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Association with the IMF and World Bank

Cooperation with other central banks Established in 1935

Adoption of international best practices Collaboration with international bodies Formulates and implements monetary policies

Central bank of India Regulates and supervises the banking sector in India <

Sharing of knowledge and expertise Manages foreign exchange reserves

Participating in global financial forums Promotes stable and sustainable economic growth

Inflation control measures Issuing and regulating currency

Interest rate management Managing the payment and settlement systems

Functions of RBI Regulating and supervising financial institutions

Exchange rate stability Policy impact on economy

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

Strengthening financial stability Conducting monetary policy operations

Promoting credit flow Acting as the banker to the government

Financial Inclusion Cash reserve ratio (CRR)

Prudential norms for banks Statutory liquidity ratio (SLR)

Monetary policy tools Repo rate and reverse repo rate

Basel norms and capital adequacy requirements Initiatives and regulations

Implementation of technology-driven initiatives Marginal standing facility (MSF)

reguiston of clgtl payment systems Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Open market operations (OMO)
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Failed to uplift India's large population out of poverty Low per capita income and slow poverty reduction

Average annual growth rate of around 3.5% per year

Insufficient industrial growth led to limited employment opportunities Limited job creation and high unemployment

Consequences of the Hindu rate of growth

Refers to low and stagnant growth rates during this period <

Economic growth rate in India from 1950s to 1980s

Limited focus on export-oriented industries and international trade { - Slow pace of development and industrialization
} Lack of export competitiveness and trade deficit characterized as 'Hindu rate of growth'

Resulted in trade imbalances and limited foreign exchange reserves Term used by Indian economist Raj Krishna in 1978

'Hindu rate of growth'

Encouragement of inward-looking policies and import substitution industrialization Aimed at reducing dependence on imports and promoting domestic industries
> Implementation of economic reforms in the 1990s 4

Liberalization of foreign trade and investment

Dismantling of licensing and regulation barriers Hindered private sector growth and competition

Heavy regulation of industries and strict licensing policies

Encouraged private sector participation and foreign investments Promoted inefficiency and corruption

> Shift towards market-oriented policies and globalization Transition from the Hindu rate of growth to high growth e .
Focus on redistribution of wealth rather than wealth creation

Promoted competition and efficiency in industries e . -
Socialist-inspired economic policies

Average annual growth rate of around 7% to 8% Neglected economic reforms and liberalization

} Accelerated economic growth and development in the post-reform era

Significant poverty reduction and improvement in living standards R | |academy B I ﬂd |a'S M OSt Popu |al’ U PSC_CSE PO rtal
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Due to historical and territorial issues, official talks have often been strained.
> Bilateral relations between Japan and South Korea have experienced ups and downs.

There have been efforts to improve relations through dialogue and diplomacy.

Diplomatic relations

Nonetheless, nationalist sentiments and public opinion shape the dynamics of the

relationship.
Pop culture, including music and dramas, holds immense popularity in both
countries. Despite political tensions, cultural exchanges between Japan and South Korea
Tourism between the two nations remains active, fostering people-to-people persist. J apan and South Korea -
Cultural exchanges

connections.
Cultural exchanges provide opportunities for understanding and bridging divides.

Security cooperation

Dialogue and reconciliation efforts are necessary to address sensitive issues.
} Resolving historical grievances is crucial for long-term stability and cooperation.

Future prospects and challenges

Rilacademy~= India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Leaders of both countries need to demonstrate willingness to engage in sincere talks.

Regional stability and prosperity depend on the positive development of Japan-South
Korea relations.

Historical background

Japan and South Korea have strong economic connections.

Japan had colonized Korea from 1910 to 1945, leading to strained relations.

Japan and South Korea share a long history of cultural exchange and conflicts. <
The issue of comfort women remains a major source of contention.

In recent years, tension between the two countries has escalated due to territorial
disputes.

Trade between the two countries has been significant, benefitting both economies.

Japanese companies have invested heavily in South Korea, contributing to its growth.

However, trade disputes and political tensions have impacted economic cooperation.

They both have concerns about North Korea's nuclear program.

Japan and South Korea face common security challenges in the region. <
Cooperation on intelligence sharing and military exercises has been established.

Yet, historical animosity and political disagreements hinder deeper security
cooperation.
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Various legal and political actions have taken place regarding the Liancourt Rocks

dispute. Description

South Korea has maintained a presence on the islets since 1954, with a small police
detachment stationed there.

Legal and Political Developments

Japan has repeatedly raised the issue at international forums and sought diplomatic
solutions.

The dispute has caused tensions in bilateral relations and affected economic
cooperation between the two countries.

Liancourt Rocks '

The international community has generally refrained from taking a position on the
sovereignty of Liancourt Rocks.

Mediation efforts by third-party countries and organizations have been made to
resolve the dispute peacefully.

International Recognition and Mediation Efforts

In 2005, South Korea proposed bringing the issue before the International Court of
Justice, but Japan rejected the proposal.

The dispute continues to strain relations between South Korea and Japan, impacting

Historical Significance
various aspects of their bilateral ties. g

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Liancourt Rocks is a group of islets located in the Sea of Japan.
The rocks are claimed by both South Korea and Japan.
They are known as Dokdo in Korean and Takeshima in Japanese.

The disputed sovereignty over Liancourt Rocks has led to tensions between the two
countries.

Liancourt Rocks are situated in the East Sea, also known as the Sea of Japan.

The islets are located approximately halfway between the Korean Peninsula and
Japan.

They lie closer to South Korea, about 215 kilometers from Ulleungdo Island.

The rocks consist of two main islets, which are called Dongdo and Seodo in Korean.

Liancourt Rocks have been the subject of territorial disputes between South Korea
and Japan for many years.

Both countries claim sovereignty over the islets based on historical and geographical
arguments.

The dispute has roots in Japan's colonization of Korea during the early 20th century.

The rocks have strategic importance due to their location and potential for natural
resources.
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Lok Sabha
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The members are elected through a general election held every five years.

The number of members is determined by the population of each state and union

It is composed of members elected by the people of India. territory.

Currently, the Lok Sabha has 543 elected members.
It is responsible for discussing and debating important issues.
The Lok Sabha has the power to make and pass laws. <
A bill needs to be passed by the Lok Sabha in order to become a law.

It represents the interests of the people and ensures their voices are heard.

It serves as a platform for discussions and debates on matters of national

The Lok Sabha plays a crucial role in the functioning of the democratic system. .
importance.

The Lok Sabha is the lower house of the Parliament of
India.

The Lok Sabha holds the government accountable for its actions and decisions.

The Speaker is the head of the Lok Sabha and maintains order during its
proceedings.

The Lok Sabha is presided over by the Speaker. The Speaker is responsible for deciding who can speak and for how long.
The Speaker also ensures that parliamentary rules and procedures are followed.

During these sessions, members raise questions, participate in debates, and express
their opinions.

The Lok Sabha functions as a platform for representatives to voice the concerns of

The Lok Sabha holds sessions in which members discuss and debate various issues. . .
their constituents.

The decisions made by the Lok Sabha have a significant impact on the policies and
governance of the country.

In conclusion, the Lok Sabha is the lower house of the

Indian Parliament where elected representatives
discuss, debate, and pass laws for the benefit of the

people of India. )
~uacadelny - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal




Symbol of democracy
Legislative and policy-making forum
Representation of diverse interests

Protecting citizens' rights and freedoms

Circumstances for joint sessions
President's role in joint sessions
Impeachment of the President

Constitutional amendments Special powers and procedures

Resolving disputes between states and the Centre

Importance and contributions

Joint sessions and special powers

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Parliament of India

Functions and responsibilities

Law-making
Executive oversight

Financial control

Rajya Sabha (Council of States)
Structure and composition <

Powers and authority

Rajya Sabha (Council of States)

Lok Sabha (House of the People)

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Lok Sabha (House of the People)
Legislative powers
Financial powers

Judicial powers

Members' qualifications and elections

Composition and representation {

Reviewing and amending bills

Representation of states and union territories
Functions and role Representing states' interests

Approving constitutional amendments

Members' qualifications and elections
Composition and representation <
Representation of people

Passing bills and legislation
Functions and role Government formation and accountability

Representing people's interests
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Comprised of representatives from the states and union territories

Consists of members appointed by the President { . . o
Appointments made based on the recommendations of the State Legislative

Assemblies

. . 238 members representing the states and union territories
Upper house of the Parliament of India P 9

Total membership is limited to 250 members < . ) . ) .
12 members nominated by the President with special knowledge or practical

experience in arts, sciences, literature, or social service

Provides checks and balances to prevent the concentration of power Upholds the principles of bicameralismin India's
Facilitates a comprehensive and deliberative decision-making process parliamentary system

Members serve a term of six years

Reviews and suggests amendments to bills passed by the Lok Sabha (Lower house)

Rajya Sabha

Reflects the diversity of the Indian population Plays a crucial role in the legislative process Acts as a revising chamber for legislation

Contributes to the functioning and stability of the

. Approves or rejects legislative proposals
Indian democracy

Fosters constructive debates and discussions on various issues
Strengthens the democratic institutions of the country

Ensures representation of states and union territories Provides a platform for states to voice their concerns and interests
in the legislative process 7 Promotes federalism and decentralization of power

Rilacademy™ India's Most P
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MPS refers to the minimum percentage of shares that a company must have in public

Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) norms play a crucial role in promoting Introduction to Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) hands

transparency and fairness in the stock market " .
norms These norms are set by regulatory authorities to ensure transparency and investor

protection

Compliance with these norms is essential for companies to establish good corporate
governance practices.

To prevent concentration of shareholding in the hands of a few individuals or entities

Some companies may find it difficult to dilute their shareholding within the given

timeframe Challenges faced in implementing Minimum Public Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) norms
Market volatility and liquidity concerns may pose challenges for companies Shareholdi ng (MPS) norms

Need for Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) norms To enhance liquidity and depth in the stock market

To provide a level playing field for all investors

SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board of India) has laid down the guidelines for

Increased public shareholding improves market quality and fairness MPS norms

Enhances investor confidence and attracts more participation Impact of Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) norms

Key provisions of Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) Initially, the MPS requirement was set at 25%, which was later increased to 35%

Restricts market manipulation and insider trading norms

Companies were given a timeframe to comply with the new norms

R | Iacade my \ I nd Ials M OSt POp u I ar U PSC_CSE PO rtal Non-compliance may result in penalties or other regulatory actions
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Provisions for timely and adequate disclosure of information to investors Interpretation of terms used in the rules

Definitions

Definitions of various key terms such as "close-ended scheme" and "stock

Regulations regarding related party transactions and connected persons Investor protection measures
exchange"

Redressal mechanism for investor grievances

Eligibility criteria for the listing of securities on recognized stock exchanges

Registration of mutual funds and their asset management companies
Securities and documents required for listing

Investment guidelines for mutual funds Regulation of mutual funds

Reporting and compliance requirements for mutual funds Listing agreement and its contents

Recognition of stock exchanges by the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI)

Rules related to issuance, listing, and transfer of debentures and bonds

Securities Contracts (Regulation) Rules,

Obligations of issuing companies and trustees Provisions for debentures and bonds 1957 Obligations of recognized stock exchanges

Regulation of stock exchanges

Investor protection measures for debenture and bond holders Restriction on dealings in unlisted securities

Registration and eligibility criteria for brokers, sub-brokers, and other intermediaries Prohibition of insider trading and penatties for non-compliance

Regulatory framework for securities market
intermediaries

Insider trading regulations Duties and obligations of intermediaries to prevent insider trading

Compliance requirements and obligations of intermediaries

Disciplinary actions and penalties for misconduct by intermediaries Reporting requirements for insiders and intermediaries

Regulatory powers and functions of the Securities and Exchange Board of India Requirements for making open offers for acquisition of shares

Provisions for takeovers and acquisitions Obligations of parties involved in takeovers and acquisitions

Disclosure norms for substantial acquisition of shares

Powers and functions of SEBI
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Monitoring and enforcement of compliance with the securities laws and rules

Investor education and awareness initiatives by SEBI.
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Education is compulsory for children aged 5-16 and is provided by both state-funded

and private schools. The United Kingdom has a well-established education system, with prestigious

universities such as Oxford and Cambridge.

Z?:uﬁzliﬂzy Wlsrllér-lown for its higher education institutions, attracting students from The United Kingdom is an island nation located off the northwestern coast of < It is composed of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.
The NHS is funded throuah | taxat 4 orovid ”  health Education and Healthcare mainland Europe. The island of Great Britain is the largest island within the United Kingdom.
senices, ncluing hospial oaré and general pracitoner servioes. Geography The highest peak is Ben Nevs, located in Scofand
’ ' ;rhe National Health Service (NHS) ]E)rov_ldes healthcare to the population, offering The United Kingdom has a diverse landscape, including mountains, rolling hills, and © fighest peaiis Ben [evis, focated I scotand.
The United Kingdom has a high standard of healthcare, with a strong focus on ree medical services at the point of delivery. coastal plains. The country is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea, the English
research and development in the medical field. Channel, and the Irish Sea.
It is known for its literature, yvith renowned authors such as William Shakespeare, The Romans, Vikings, and Normans have all influenced the country's development.
Jane Austen, and J.K. Rowling. The United Kingdom has a rich cultural heritage, shaped by its history and diverse The United Kingdom has a rich history dating back thousands of years. The United Kinad he | ire in hi ith coloies al J
. _ . o lation e United Kingdom was once the largest empire in history, with colonies all aroun
The country has a thriving music scene, producing bands and artists like The popu : the world.

Beatles, Adele, and Ed Sheeran.

m— United Klngdom ) The Industrial Revolution, which began in the late 18th century, transformed the
United Kingdom into an industrial powerhouse.

Traditions such as afternoon tea, the changing of the guards at Buckingham Palace, The Magna Carta, signed in 1215, is an important document in the country's history

and pub culture are also part of the country's identity. } Sports, particularly football (soccer), rugby, and cricket, have a significant following laying the foundation for modern democracy.

in the United Kingdom. World War | and World War Il had a significant impact on the country, both

The United Kingdom celebrates various festivals and holidays, including Christmas, politically and socially.

Easter, and Guy Fawkes Night.

The monarch, currently Queen Elizabeth 11, is the head of state, while the Prime
It is one of the world's largest financial centers, with London being a major hub for Minister holds executive power.
international finance. The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary democracy.
The United Kingdom has a highly developed and diverse economy. The country is divided into constituencies, each represented by a Member of
Industries such as manufacturing, technology, and pharmaceuticals play a significant Parliament in the House of Commons.

role in the economy.

Government and Politics

It voted to leave the European Union in a 2016 referendum, leading to Brexit in 2020.

The United Kingdom is a member of the United Nations, NATO, and the
Commonwealth of Nations. The country has a long history of political parties, including the Conservative Party,

Tourism is also an important sector, with millions of visitors coming to see famous
> The country is known for its cultural exports, including literature, music, and film. Labour Party, and Liberal Democrats.

landmarks such as Big Ben and the Buckingham Palace.

The United Kingdom has a mixed market economy, with both private and public

seciors contibing fo &P Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Secure payment gateways and encryption techniques Technology advancements The growth of digital payments in India

Adoption of smartphones and internet penetration

Biometric authentication for secure transactions The key players in the digital payment space

Lack of awareness and trust in digital payments Demonetization and its impact on digital payments
Connectivity issues in rural areas Challenges Dlgltal Payment ecosystem in India Government initiatives The introduction of Unified Payment Interface (UPI)
Security concerns and fraud risks Promotion of digital payments through BHIM app

Convenience and ease of use for consumers Mobile wallets and their popularity

Boosting financial inclusion and reducing cash economy Payment methods QR code-based payments

Benefits and future prospects

Integration of digital payments with other services Aadhaar-based payments

Future trends and innovations in the digital payment ecosystem

Rilacademy India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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A not-for-profit company

ablished in 2008

Owned by a consortium of major banks in India
Enables instant fund transfers between bank accounts on mobile devices
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) <

An organization operating under the supervision of the
Reserve Bank of India

Supports both person-to-person and person-to-merchant transactions

Allows real-time interbank electronic fund transfers

Facilitates electronic payments and settlements across the country Offers various payment platforms and services Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) <

Available 24/7, including weekends and holidays

Aims to provide affordable and accessible payment systems to all Indian citizens Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) < A mobile app that simplifies digital payments

Based on UPI and offers a simple and secure platform

Invests in research and development to improve existing systems Drives innovation and development of new payment

solutions Promotes financial inclusion and reduces reliance on cash transactions

National Payment Corporation of India
(NPCI)

Supports the launch of new payment products and services Supports the government's push for a digital and cashless economy

Ensures interoperability and seamless integration of payment systems
Works closely with banks, payment service providers, and government agencies {

SRl HIES (D EHERTE Ele EEETH D UG EihiEiie Collaborates with various stakeholders in the financial

ecosystem

Provides technical support and guidance to member banks and institutions

landscape of digital payments in India

Cooperates with international organizations and payment networks Promotes cross-border transactions and interoperability with global payment systems

Implements robust security measures across its platforms

Facilitates authentication and verification of transactions

Enhances security and trust in digital payments

Conducts awareness campaigns and training programs for consumers and

Educates users about safe online practices and fraud prevention
merchants

Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



It targets to become a leader in international payment services.

It aims to provide secure and efficient payment solutions globally.
NIPL focuses on promoting digital transactions and financial inclusion.
It constantly innovates and introduces new products and technologies.

NIPL contributes to the growth of the Indian economy.

NIPL aims to expand its operations and explore new

opportunities.

Overall, NIPL, as a subsidiary of NPCI, plays a
significant role in the international payment landscape

by offering a range of payment solutions and fostering
global collaborations.
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NPCI is an umbrella organization for operating retail payments and settlement
systems in India.

NPCI was established in 2008.

It is a subsidiary of the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). It is promoted by major banks in India.

It is registered as a not-for-profit company.

Its primary objective is to create a robust payment infrastructure in the country.

NIPL is a private limited company. NIPL was incorporated in October 2015.
It was established to focus on international business of NPCI.

Its key areas of operation include international remittances and digital solutions.

NPCI International Private Ltd (N IPL) NIPL offers various payment products and services.

NIPL has tie-ups with international banks and financial
institutions.

Rilacademy ™= India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

It provides support to partner banks for implementation of payment systems.
It facilitates cross-border remittances and settlements.

NIPL collaborates with other payment service providers globally.



UPI has witnessed significant growth in recent years and is expected to continue to

gain popularity.
Increased adoption and usage

> Integration with other services

Enhanced security features

The increasing adoption of UPI will further drive the growth of digital payments in
India.

UPI is expected to integrate with various other services, such as e-commerce
platforms and digital wallets.

Future developments

This will enhance the overall user experience and provide more convenience.

With the evolving landscape of digital payments, UPI will continue to enhance its
security measures.

It will incorporate advanced technologies to ensure the safety of transactions and
user data.

UPI offers a seamless payment experience, making it easy for users to send and

receive money. ) )
Y Convenient and user-friendly

The simple user interface and intuitive design enhance its usability.
UPI eliminates the need for physical cash and reduces transaction costs.
} Cost-effective and time-saving
It saves time by enabling quick transfers without the need for lengthy procedures.

UPI promotes financial inclusion by providing a platform for all individuals, regardless

of their banking history.
g Y Promotes financial inclusion

It enables easy access to digital payment services for the unbanked population.

} Two-factor authentication

Encryption and secure data transfer

UPI employs strong security measures, including two-factor authentication for
transactions.

Users need to authenticate transactions using a combination of PIN, biometrics, or
other security factors.

UPI ensures the encryption of data during transfer, protecting it from unauthorized
access.

This helps in maintaining the confidentiality and integrity of sensitive user
information.

UPI maintains an audit trail of transactions, aiding in dispute resolution if any issues

arise.
Audit trail and dispute resolution

Users can raise complaints and seek resolution for unauthorized transactions or
discrepancies.

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) )

Security measures
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It was launched by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) in 2016.

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is a real-time payment system in India. <
UPI allows users to link multiple bank accounts to a single mobile application.

Introduction

UPI is regulated and supervised by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

UPI enables instant fund transfers between banks.
Real-time payments
Transactions are processed in real-time, allowing for immediate transfer of funds.

UPI services are available round the clock, including weekends and holidays.
24X7 availability
Users can initiate transactions at their convenience without any time restrictions.

Users can link multiple bank accounts onto a single UPI mobile application.
Single mobile application

This eliminates the need to manage multiple banking applications.

UPI allows users to transfer funds directly from one person to another.

Person-to-person (P2P) payments <

It simplifies the process of splitting bills or sharing expenses among friends.

Users can make payments to various merchants using UPI.

Transaction types Person-to-merchant (P2M) payments <

It enables cashless transactions at retail stores, online platforms, etc.

UPI facilitates the payment of bills and various utilities, such as water and electricity.
Bill payments and utility services {

Users can conveniently pay their bills through the UPI platform.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Ongoing research and development are improving hydroponic systems, making them

more efficient, automated, and cost-effective.
Advancements in technology
Controlled environment agriculture (CEA) integrates hydroponics with artificial

intelligence, robotics, and internet of things (loT) technologies.

As the global population increases, hydroponics offers a sustainable solution for

producing food with minimal environmental impact.
Sustainable food production
Its resource efficiency and ability to grow crops in urban areas can help reduce food

transportation and promote local food production.

Future prospects

Hydroponics enables the cultivation of plants that are challenging to grow in

traditional agriculture, such as exotic or non-native species. ) )
Exploration of alternative plants
This opens up opportunities for diversifying food choices and exploring new markets.

It involves using water and nutrient solutions to provide plants with all the necessary
substances for growth.

Definition: Hydroponics is a method of growing plants without soil.

Hydroponics can be used in various settings, such as home gardens, commercial

The promotion of hydroponics in educational institutions and communities can raise a
farms, and research facilities.

awareness about this innovative farming method.
Education and awareness

Supporting research and education initiatives can help drive further adoption and
development of hydroponics worldwide.

Hydroponics allows plants to receive optimal amounts of nutrients, water, and oxygen,

a Crameigehvics resulting in higher yields compared to traditional soil-based farming.

[
/ This method uses significantly less water compared to traditional farming, as water is

Setting up a hydroponic system can require a significant upfront investment for - |
recirculated in a closed system.

equipment, infrastructure, and nutrient solutions.

Initial investment
/ Resource efficiency
/

It also requires fewer pesticides and fertilizers, reducing environmental pollution.

“X\J Hydroponics enables year-round production of crops, as it is not limited by seasonal

- . changes or weather conditions.
Year-round production

Successful hydroponic farming requires understanding of plant physiology, nutrient

management, and environmental controls. .
9 Technical knowledge

Constant monitoring and adjustment are necessary.

While hydroponics reduces the risk of soil-borne diseases, other pests and diseases This allows for a consistent and reliable food supply.

can still affect plants.

Hydroponics
Since hydroponics does not rely on soil, it can be implemented in areas with limited
space, such as urban environments or indoor settings.

. o . Disease and pest management Challenges and considerations
Proper hygiene practices, integrated pest management, and preventative measures

are important Space utilization

Vertical farming techniques further maximize space utilization and increase crop

Hydroponic systems often rely on artificial lighting and climate control, increasing density.

energy consumption compared to traditional farming. } £ i
nergy consumption

Implementing energy-efficient practices can help mitigate this impact. In this method, plants are suspended in nutrient-rich water with their roots

Maintaining proper water quality is crucial for plant health in hydroponic systems. Deep water culture (DWC) submerged.
} Water quality

Oxygen is supplied through air stones or diffusers to ensure root health.

Testing and adjusting pH, nutrient levels, and water purity are necessary to prevent
nutrient imbalances and issues. Nutrient solution flows through a shallow channel, allowing the roots to absorb the

Nutrient film technique (NFT) necessary substances while being exposed to air.

Lettuce, spinach, kale, and herbs are commonly grown hydroponically due to their The solution is continuously recirculated to provide a constant flow of nutrients.

fast growth and high demand.

Leafy greens Types of hydroponic systems

Nutrient solution is dripped directly onto the base of each plant through individual

These vine crops can thrive in hydroponic systems with proper support structures. Drip system tubes or emitters.
} Tomatoes and cucumbers - . L
They require consistent monitoring of nutrients and temperature. Suitable crops for hy d ropon los Excess solution is collected and recirculated, minimizing waste.

Hydroponic systems provide ideal conditions for strawberry cultivation, resulting in
larger and sweeter berries.

Roots are suspended in air and periodically misted with a nutrient solution.
Strawberries Aeroponics <

This method provides ample oxygen and nutrient uptake for rapid growth.

These small, nutrient-dense greens are popular in hydroponic farming due to their Microgreens

ek henvesteyele anaon markenale Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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This allows for more efficient use of resources and better control over plant growth.

It also reduces the risk of soil-borne diseases and pests.



Nutrient Film Technique is a hydroponic method that enables efficient nutrient
delivery and oxygenation to plant roots, resulting in water-saving, space-efficient, and
controlled growth systems. However, proper system maintenance and limitations in
crop selection should be considered when implementing NFT.

NFT systems heavily rely on proper functioning of pumps and timers, which can be
prone to failure and disrupt the nutrient flow.

If the nutrient flow is interrupted or the pump fails, the roots can quickly dry out,
leading to plant stress or death.

NFT is best suited for small, shallow-rooted crops like lettuce, herbs, and leafy
greens, limiting its application for other plant species.

System reliability

Root drying

Limited crop types

NFT uses a fraction of the water required in traditional soil-based gardening as the .-
— Water efficiency

nutrient solution is continuously recycled.

The nutrient solution can be carefully tailored to meet the specific needs of the
plants, optimizing growth and yield.

The continuous flow of nutrient solution ensures an ample supply of oxygen to the
roots, preventing root rot and enhancing nutrient uptake.

NFT systems can be arranged in a vertical or horizontal manner, allowing for high-

density planting in limited spaces.

The absence of soil reduces the risk of soil-borne pests and diseases, resulting in
healthier plants.

Nutrient control

Oxygen availability

Space efficiency

Reduced pest and disease risks
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Definition

Disadvantages of NFT
Nutrient Film Technique

Advantages of NFT
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Nutrient Film Technique (NFT) is a hydroponic method used to grow plants with a
continuous flow of nutrient-rich solution.

In NFT, a thin film of nutrient solution flows continuously across the roots of the

Continuous flow
plants.

The plants are placed in channels or gutters, which allow the nutrient solution to flow

Channel design over the roots.

The roots are exposed to both the nutrient solution and oxygen, promoting efficient

Oxygenation nutrient absorption.

NFT operates on the principle of gravity, where the nutrient solution is pumped to one
end and flows through the channels to the other end.

Gravity-driven system

The channels are designed with a slight slope to ensure a smooth and constant flow

Operating principle Sloped channels of the nutrient solution.

The excess nutrient solution is collected at the end and recirculated back to the
reservoir, minimizing wastage.

Return flow



Amrit Dharohar Scheme

A government initiative in India

s () N oS

Launched to preserve and promote traditional Indian performing arts {
Focused on reviving and sustaining various art forms

Funding opportunities for artists, scholars, and researchers

Offers scholarships, fellowships, and grants <
Enables individuals to pursue their passion for traditional arts

Enhances skills and knowledge of budding artists

Conducts training programs and workshops {
Trains them in different art forms under renowned masters

Showcases the richness and diversity of Indian culture
Organizes cultural festivals and events <
Provides a platform for artists to perform and display their talent

Exchanges cultural experiences and expertise
Collaborates with national and international organizations {
Facilitates cultural diplomacy and mutual understanding

Documentation and conservation of traditional art forms

Supports the preservation of artistic heritage <
Digitization of rare art collections for wider accessibility

Engages the public through exhibitions, seminars, and publications
Promotes awareness and appreciation of Indian traditional arts {
Encourages the younger generation to embrace their cultural heritage

Economic empowerment through increased recognition and market opportunities

Contribution towards sustainable livelihoods for traditional artists < ) ) . ,
Paves the way for the growth and continuation of traditional arts in a contemporary

context

Aims to provide financial assistance and support to artists and cultural organizations



Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats
& Tangible Incomes (MISHTI) scheme

% Mangrove conservation and income generation program —{

— (7 S

Aims to protect mangrove habitats

Implemented in coastal areas {
Restoration and conservation of mangrove ecosystems
Key objectives <
Livelihood improvement through sustainable practices {
Collaborative effort {

Rehabilitation of degraded mangrove areas

Aims to provide tangible benefits to local communities

Promotes alternative income-generating activities
Reduces dependency on destructive practices
Collaboration between government, NGOs, and local communities

Joint planning and implementation

Creation of new mangrove plantations
Key features
Skill development and capacity building for local communities

Financial support for income-generating initiatives
Preservation of mangrove biodiversity

Protection against natural disasters (e.g., flooding, storm surge)

Benefits Carbon sequestration and climate change mitigation

Increased income from sustainable activities (e.g., aquaculture, ecotourism)

Enhanced livelihood opportunities for local communities {
Improved food security through sustainable resource management

Examples of MISHTI implementation in different regions

Successful case studies Improved habitat quality and species diversity

Positive impacts on mangrove ecosystems and local communities Increased income and improved quality of life

Reduced dependency on destructive activities (e.g., logging, shrimp farming)

Limited financial resources

Obstacles to overcome in implementing and scaling up the scheme {
Lack of awareness and community participation

Challenges and future prospects Potential for expansion and replication in other coastal areas

Importance of long-term monitoring and evaluation Ensuring sustainable outcomes and continuous improvement
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To promote an environmentally friendly lifestyle and contribute to the betterment of

Overall goal our environment

Educating individuals about the importance of sustainable living
Raising awareness {

Preservation of natural resources for future generations ) ) )
Spreading knowledge on conservation practices

Reduction of pollution and environmental degradation

Improved health and well-being for individuals and communities Belsiitslotdgoptinaianienviormentaligini ey oLy MISSION LIFE - LIFEStyle For Environment

Encouraging recycling and proper waste management

lifestyle

Reducing waste and consumption Minimizing single-use products

Mitigation of climate change and its adverse effects ) ) . )
Promoting conscious consumption choices

Creation of a sustainable and resilient planet for all beings o ' _
Supporting initiatives for reforestation and afforestation

Protecting natural resources Preserving biodiversity and habitats
_ Promoting sustainable agriculture and fishing practices
Ways to achieve the goal
Advocating for the use of renewable energy sources
Mitigating climate change effects Promoting energy-efficient practices in households and businesses
Encouraging carbon footprint reduction
Promoting public transportation and carpooling options

Encouraging environmentally friendly transportation Advocating for the use of electric vehicles

Encouraging walking and biking for short distances

Working with like-minded organizations and individuals
Collaboration and advocacy {

R||academy - Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Advocating for environmental policies and regulations
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Implementing strict regulations to prevent pollution.

Protecting natural resources through conservation efforts. < Establishing nurseries for seedling production.

Restoring degraded land and promoting reforestation. <
Encouraging community participation in tree planting.

Restoration

Setting up protected areas and wildlife sanctuaries.

Rescuing endangered species and preserving biodiversity. < Conducting studies on habitats and migratory patterns.

Promoting research and conservation programs. <

By adopting the PM-PRANAM program, comprehensive
efforts are made to restore, create awareness, nourish,
and enhance the well-being of Mother Earth. The multi-

Implementing measures to curb illegal wildlife trafficking.

faceted approach addresses various environmental
chaIIenges and aims to create a sustainable and Launching awareness campaigns through various media platforms.
ili Educating the public about environmental issues. . . . -
resilient future. Teaching students about sustainable practices and their importance.
PM'PRANAM (PM Programme for Incorporating environmental education into school curricula.
Restoration Aware ness NouriShme nt and I Organizing workshops and seminars on eco-friendly living.
’ ’
Setting emission reduction targets and enforcing sustainable policies. Amelioration of Mother Earth) - o . - Promoting volunteer opportunities for cleaning and restoration projects.
Encouraging citizen participation in environmental initiatives. Creating platforms for sharing ideas and initiatives.

i — . . . Combating climate change and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Establishing charging infrastructure and incentives for EV adoption. > Facilitating public forums and discussions on environmental concerns.
Engaging with local communities to gather feedback and suggestions.

> Promoting the use of electric vehicles and public transport.

Amelioration

Expanding public transportation networks and improving connectivity.
Implementing water management systems for efficient utilization.

Developing early warning systems and evacuation plans.

> Strengthening disaster preparedness and response mechanisms.
Providing subsidies and training for organic farming methods.

Ensuring access to clean water and sustainable agriculture. <

Coordinating with local authorities for prompt response and relief efforts.

> Conducting drills and training programs for emergency situations.
Promoting organic farming practices and reducing chemical usage. <

Implementing measures for post-disaster recovery and rebuilding.
Establishing farmer cooperatives for sharing resources and knowledge.

Investing in solar, wind, and hydropower projects.

Boosting renewable energy sources and reducing reliance on fossil fuels. < Offering incentives for adopting renewable energy solutions

Encouraging research and development of alternative energy technologies. <
Collaborating with international agencies for knowledge sharing.
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Born in 1864 in a Maharashtrian family

Rakhmabai's early life and marriage Forced marriage at the age of 11 to Dadaji Bhikaji, a 19-year-old widower

Dadaji left Rakhmabai after three years of marriage

Background o o _ _
Dadaiji filed a case for restitution of conjugal rights

Dadaiji's court case against Rakhmabai Rakhmabai refused to live with Dadaji, citing child marriage as unjust

The case gained public attention and became a landmark legal battle

Supported by prominent reformists and women's rights activists
Rakhmabai's legal defense Argued against child marriage and the violation of personal freedom
. Advocated for women's education and autonomy
Rakhmabai Case, 1884 - - _ ) .
\ Initially ruled in favor of Dadaji and ordered Rakhmabai to return
The court's decision Appeals led to public debates and further legal challenges

Final decision upheld Rakhmabai's right to refuse cohabitation

Divided opinion on the court's decision and women's rights
Public reaction and societal change Raised awareness about child marriage and women's autonomy

Promoted reforms in personal and civil laws in India

Impact and aftermath

Pursued her education and became a qualified physician in London
Rakhmabai's life post-case Advocated for women's rights and education in India

ife of empowerment and independence
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Sarda Act, 1929 is a legislation in India

Introduction to the Sarda Act, 1929

Passed in 1929
Reduction in child marriages

Impact of the Sarda Act, 1929

Increased awareness about the issue

Enforcement and lack of awareness in remote areas .
} Challenges and criticisms of the Sarda Act, 1929
Cultural and social resistance to change
Empowerment of girls through education . . .
Role of Sarda Act, 1929 in promoting gender equality
Improvement in their social and economic status

Aimed to prevent child marriages

Objectives of the Sarda Act, 1929

Protect the rights of underage girls

Establishes the legal age for marriage

Sarda Act, 1929 Prohibition of child marriage under the Sarda Act, 1929

Sets different ages for boys and girls

Appointment of custodians for underage girls

Guardianship of minors under the Sarda Act, 1929
Protection of their welfare and rights

! Authorities responsible for implementation
Enforcement and penalties under the Sarda Act, 1929

Penalties for violating the Act
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The Pacific Ocean plays a vital role in regulating climate It covers more than 60 million square miles

It influences the formation of El Nifio and La Nifia weather patterns It reaches depths of over 36,000 feet

Important for global weather patterns The largest and deepest ocean on Earth

Warm ocean currents affect the weather in surrounding regions Itis larger than all of Earth's landmass combined

It is @ major contributor to the global water cycle It is bordered by the Americas and Asia/Australia

Pacific Ocean

The Pacific Ocean supports fisheries and provides food for millions of people The Pacific Ocean is teeming with a wide variety of marine species

It is a key transportation route for shipping and trade : .. : : : Various types of whales, dolphins, and fish can be found here
Essential for human activities and economy Home to diverse marine life

Offshore oil and gas reserves are found in the region Coral reefs and kelp forests provide habitats for many marine organisms

It is a popular tourist destination for activities such as surfing and scuba diving R | Iacad e my N I n d Ials M OSt PO p u I ar U PSC_ CS E PO rtal Endangered species such as sea turtles and sea lions inhabit the region
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The culture of the Solomon Islands is diverse and influenced by Melanesian

The Solomon Islands are located in the South Pacific Ocean.
traditions.

L . . . They are situated northeast of Australia and east of Papua New Guinea.
Traditional arts and crafts, music, dance, and storytelling are important cultural

expressions.
The country consists of a double chain of volcanic islands and coral atolls.
The economy of the Solomon Islands is primarily based on agriculture, fishing, and The islands are characterized by rugged mountains, rainforests, and pristine
forestry. beaches.

The tourism industry is also a growing sector, attracting visitors to the natural beauty
of the islands. -~
The Solomon Islands have a tropical climate with high humidity.
SOIOmon ISIandS _m_< The temperature remains fairly constant throughout the year, ranging from 25°C to
The Solomon Islands face challenges such as poverty, limited infrastructure, and 32°C (77°F to 90°F).
environmental issues.

Challenges

Climate change and natural disasters pose significant threats to the islands'

communities and ecosystems. The islands are known for their rich biodiversity and diverse ecosystems.

Flora and Fauna

The rainforests are home to numerous unique species of plants and animals.

The Solomon Islands offer opportunities for eco-tourism, diving, and exploring

cultural heritage. The Solomon Islands have a complex history of tribal warfare and colonization.

Visitors can enjoy activities like snorkeling, hiking, and experiencing traditional village

life They were under British administration from 1893 until gaining independence in
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The National Security Council (NSC) is the principal forum for advising the President

of the United States on matters of national security, foreign policy, and defense.
The NSC works closely with other national security agencies, such as the

Department of Defense, Department of State, Central Inteligence Agency, and
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

It was established in 1947 by the National Security Act and serves as the President's
advisory body on national security and foreign policy issues.

It coordinates with these agencies to ensure effective communication, intelligence
sharing, and strategic planning in response to national security threats.

Relationship with Other Agencies

The NSC is responsible for integrating the various government agencies involved in

The NSC also collaborates with international partners and allies to promote global national security and coordinating their efforts.

security and address common challenges. It provides strategic guidance and policy recommendations to the President on

issues related to defense, intelligence, counterterrorism, and diplomacy.

The council also plays a vital role in crisis management, coordinating responses to
y emergencies, and overseeing the implementation of national security policies.

National Security Council (NSC)

Throughout history, the NSC has played a crucial role in shaping U.S. national
security policies and responses to global events.

It has been involved in major decisions, such as the Cuban Missile Crisis, the

Vietnam War, the War on Terror, and the response to natural disasters. Historical ImpaCt

The NSC is chaired by the President and includes the Vice President, Secretary of

The NSC's ability to provide timely and accurate advice to the President has been State, Secretary of Defense, and other key officials.

instrumental in safeguarding the nation’s security and interests. The council also includes the National Security Advisor, who serves as the

ComPOSItlon President's principal advisor on national security affairs.
The National Security Council (NSC) serves as the primary advisory body to the Additionally, the NSC has staff members from various departments and agencies,
President on matters of national security and foreign policy. including the military, intelligence community, and diplomatic corps.

It plays a crucial role in coordinating government agencies, developing policy

recommendations, and responding to national security challenges. The NSC operates on a consensus-based decision-making process, where members

Through its decision-making process and collaboration with other agencies, the NSC discuss and debate policy options before advising the President.

ensures effective governance and protection of the United States and its interests. The council conducts policy reviews, assesses threats and risks, and develops

strategies to address national security challenges.

Decision-Making Process

Policy decisions made by the NSC are often implemented through executive orders,
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Head of government

Reporting to the monarch/president

Seeking approval for government actions Leader of the ruling party

Collaborating on state matters Relationship with the Monarch/President Role and Responsibilities Chief policy-maker

Representing the country on official state visits Responsible for decision-making

Attending ceremonial functions on behalf of the nation Representing the country

Liaising with other countries' leaders

Delivering speeches and public addresses

Addressing the nation during times of crisis or important events Elected by the people or appointed by the monarch/president

Maintaining a positive public perception Public Image and Communication Selection and Appointment Usually chosen from the ruling party

Engaging with the media and conducting press conferences Approval by the parliament or legislative body

Communicating government decisions and policies to the public
Forming and leading the cabinet

Prime Minister

Balancing the needs and interests of different groups in society Setting the government's agenda

. . - Implementing policies and laws
Handling economic and social issues p gp

Powers and Authority

Managing international relations and conflicts Challenges and Criticisms Allocating resources and budget

Facing political opposition and criticism Declaring war or making treaties with other nations

Ensuring transparency and accountability Granting pardons or commuting sentences

Winston Churchill (United Kingdom) Accountable to the parliament

Angela Merkel (Germany) Seeking support and cooperation from the lawmakers

Relationship with the Parliament Presenting and defending government policies

Justin Trudeau (Canada) Examples of Notable Prime Ministers

Narendra Modi (India) Participating in parliament sessions

Jacinda Ardern (New Zealand) Answering questions from members of the parliament
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Celebrated in spring to welcome the new harvest season.

} Sohrae, the most significant festival.
Offerings made to Maran Buru and ancestors for a prosperous year ahead.

Belief in supernature beings and spirits that inhabit the natural world.

Performed to seek protection from diseases and calamities. Rooted in animism and ancestor worship. <

> Baha, a ritual to appease malevolent spirits. Rituals and festivals Indlgenous rellglon of the Santals, a tribal communlty The ritualistic reverence for ancestors and their spirits.

Special prayers and offerings made to ward off evil spirits.

in India and Bangladesh.

Oral tradition plays a significant role in transmitting religious teachings.

Ceremony includes sacred fire, vows, and rituals.
} Marriage rituals involve seeking blessings from ancestors and gods.

Offerings made to ancestors and deities for a successful and happy marriage. Sarn a falth Maran Buru associated with life, fertility, and prosperity.

Worship of Maran Buru, the supreme god.
Offerings and sacrifices made to Maran Buru to seek blessings and protection.

Integral part of the Santal identity and sense of belonging. Ancestors believed to guide and protect the living

Influences various aspects of their lifestyle, art, and music. Influence of Sarna faith on Santal culture Reverence for the spirits of deceased ancestors.

Rituals performed to honor ancestors and seek their blessings.

Sarna rituals and festivals play a crucial role in maintaining community cohesion. . . . .
Considered dwelling places of spirits and deities.

Sacred groves and trees hold religious significance.

Rllacademy - Indla's MOSt POpUIar UPSC—CSE Portal Rituals and offerings conducted in these natural spaces.
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Founded by Guru Gomke Budiya and his disciple Kalicharan Murmu
Originated in the 19th century in the region now known as Jharkhand <

Blends animism, polytheism, and ancestor worship

Believes in the existence of spirits in natural elements and objects

Focuses on maintaining harmony between humans, nature, and deities Worship of spirits through rituals, sacrifices, and offerings Ceremonies performed by the tribal priest called the "Ghatwal"

Indigenous religion of the Santal people in South Asia
Sacred groves serve as important ceremonial sites
Strong sense of identity and solidarity among Santal people
Emphasizes group cohesion and community welfare Collective decision-making through village assemblies and councils

Social and economic support through festivals and community funds

Sarnaism

Integral part of their identity, traditions, and way of life

Cultural significance to the Santal people Oral transmission of religious knowledge and rituals

Influence on Santal arts, music, dance, and literature

Influence of mainstream religions and modernization

Challenges and preservation efforts Formation of Santal cultural organizations and institutions

Efforts to revitalize and preserve Sarnaism Documentation and promotion of Santal culture and rituals
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Relevance of Companies Act, 2013 in modern business
Overview of Companies Act, 2013 {
Evolution and development of Companies Act, 2013
Types of companies under Companies Act, 2013
Incorporation and registration of companies {
Procedure for incorporation and registration
Board of directors and its responsibilities
Corporate governance and management Shareholders' rights and duties
Disclosure and transparency requirements
Key provisions of Companies Act, 2013
Share capital and its allotment
Capital structure and fundraising Debentures and other debt instruments

Restructuring and reorganization of capital

Obligations and initiatives for social welfare
. q i . Corporate social responsibility {
Com panies ACt, 2013 Companies Act, 2013 Introduction to Companies Act, 2013 — Reporting and compliance for CSR activities

Annual accounts and financial statements
Statutory compliances and filings Board meetings and resolutions

Secretarial practices and compliances

Compliance and enforcement mechanisms
Powers and role of regulatory authorities

Investigation and enforcement of corporate offenses <
Penalties and sanctions for non-compliance
Shareholder disputes and oppression
Corporate disputes and resolutions Restructuring and insolvency proceedings
Mergers, acquisitions, and amalgamations
Significant amendments in Companies Act, 2013

Recent amendments and future prospects Potential future revisions and scope for improvement

Impact of Companies Act, 2013 on corporate sector



Depositories Act, 1996

e

Establish a legal framework for electronic book-entry system

To provide for the regulation of depositories in India Facilitate secure, speedy, and efficient transfer of securities

Objective of the Act Promote transparency and investor protection
To consolidate and amend the law relating to depositories
Securities in electronic form
Deposit {
Agreement to transfer or dispose of securities
Company registered under this Act
Definitions Depository {

Holds securities of the beneficial owners

Person whose name is recorded as such with the depository

Beneficial owner {

Depositaries require registration with the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI)

Entitled to the rights and benefits associated with the securities
Application for registration
Eligibility criteria

Financial and infrastructure requirements
Registration of Depositories

SEBI may grant or refuse registration after examination Registration certificate to be issued if the applicant fulfills the conditions
Renewal of registration every five years

Right to receive documents and records relating to securities

Rights Right to inspect and verify securities and records
Right to transfer securities
Rights and Obligations of Depositories
Safeguard the interests of the beneficial owners
Obligations Maintain books of accounts

Provide reports and information to SEBI

Beneficial owners have the right to give instructions regarding voting Depository transmits such instructions to the company

Voting Rights <
Depository has the right to facilitate electronic voting

Redressal of Grievances <

Ensure transparency and effective exercise of voting rights

Address complaints from beneficial owners
Depository participants to establish a grievance redressal mechanism <
Resolve disputes in a time-bound manner

Establish separate department for grievance handling Maintain records of grievances and their resolution
Unauthorized access to the system
Various offenses defined under the Act Misuse of confidential information

Offenses and Penalties False statement or omission in documents

Penalties include fines and imprisonment Amount of fine varies depending on the offense committed

Powers of SEBI to regulate depositories
Conflict resolution mechanism between depositories and participants

Miscellaneous Provisions
Power to make rules and regulations to implement the Act

Provision for exemption from certain provisions of the Act SEBI may grant exemptions under certain conditions



Administrative and regulatory powers of SEBI
Authority to issue regulations and guidelines Powers of SEBI under the Act

Investigations and enforcement actions by SEBI

SEBI's powers and functions

Supervision and regulation of securities markets

Promoting fair and transparent trading practices SEBI's functions in relation to securities markets

Facilitating development and growth of securities markets Securities and Exchange Board of India
Act, 1992

Changes to enhance regulatory framework and investor protection
} Amendments made to the Act over the years
Incorporation of international best practices in securities regulation

Amendments and updates

Introduction of new regulations and guidelines

Measures to improve corporate governance and market efficiency Recent updates and initiatives by SEBI

Investor-friendly initiatives to boost confidence in securities markets

Overview of the Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992 <
Introduction
Regulatory framework for securities markets in India <

Creation of the Act
Purpose and significance of the Act
Establishment of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

SEBI's role in overseeing and regulating securities markets

Securities covered under the Act
Definition and classification of securities
Different types of securities regulated by SEBI
Requirements for registration as intermediaries
Registration and regulation of intermediaries Duties, obligations, and responsibilities of intermediaries
SEBI's powers to regulate and penalize intermediaries
Identifying and prohibiting fraudulent activities in securities markets
Prohibition of fraudulent and unfair trade practices Measures to prevent insider trading and market manipulation
Penalties for violations of the Act
Safeguards for investors in securities markets
Investor protection and education
SEBI's initiatives to educate and empower investors
Surveillance mechanisms to monitor securities markets

Market surveillance and enforcement Enforcement actions against violations of securities laws

Collaboration with other regulatory authorities for effective enforcement
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The ACF _regulates the fgnctlonmg of stock exchanges and sets guidelines for their The Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956 is a legislation in India that regulates
recognition and regulation.

the securities market.

Regulation of stock exchanges

, , . . Introduction
Stock exchanges are required to comply with the regulations prescribed by SEBI. It provides for the regulation of transactions in securities and the prevention of

undesirable transactions.

The Act includes provisions for the protection of investors' interests, such as
disclosure requirements and redressal mechanisms. Securities under the Act include shares, bonds, debentures, and other marketable
securities.

Investor protection measures

It empowers SEBI to take action against fraudulent practices and ensure investor SR o
confidence. Definition of securities

These securities are freely transferable and traded on stock exchanges.

The Act outlines various offences related to securities market manipulation, false . . . - .
. ) . The Act aims to regulate the dealings in securities and protect the interests of
statements, and non-compliance with regulations.

P _g . - - investors.
Penalties for such offences include fines, imprisonment, or both, depending on the Qfiences and penaltles Securltles ContraCtS (Regl'“atlon) ACt! 1 956 Objectlves of the Act

severity of the violation It promotes fair practices and ensures transparency in the securities market.

Over the years, the Act has been amended to strengthen the regulatory framework
and address emerging market challenges.

The Act establishes the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) as the

regulatory authority.

Amendments to the Act Regulatory framework

These amendments have contributed to the development and growth of the securities
market in India.

SEBI has the power to regulate and supervise stock exchanges, intermediaries, and
market participants.

The Act prohibits insider trading, which refers to the trading of securities based on
unpublished price-sensitive information.

The Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956 plays a crucial role in regulating the
securities market in India.

Prohibition of insider trading

It establishes the regulatory framework, protects investors, and promotes fair
practices in the securities market.

Insider trading is considered illegal and is subject to penalties under the Act.
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Formulates and implements national policies for power generation, transmission, and Develops strategies to ensure reliable and affordable electricity supply

distribution Regulates the activities of power companies to safeguard consumer interests

Monitors and supervises the performance of power companies
Oversees the operation and maintenance of power plants and transmission networks <

Ensures compliance with safety standards and environmental regulations

Encourages the development of renewable energy projects and technologies
ini = Government agency responsible for ener olicy and / Promotes the use of renewable energy sources and energy efficiency measures <
MI“IStry of Power 9 P ayp y

. ‘ Provides incentives and support for energy conservation and efficiency initiatives
regulation

Works closely with the Ministry of Finance to allocate funds for power infrastructure
Collaborates with other government agencies and stakeholders in the energy sector , » o
Partners with local authorities and communities to address energy needs and
challenges

Participates in global initiatives to promote sustainable energy and mitigate climate
change

Represents the country in international energy forums and negotiations

R | IaCademy B I ﬂd Iacs M OSt PO pu I ar U PSC_CS E PO rtal Advocates for the country's energy interests on the international stage
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Collects information about open access repositories.
Centralized database <

Purpose:Track and monitor open access initiatives Archives relevant data.

globally.

Researchers, institutions, and funding bodies.

Collaboration platform for stakeholders <

. . ) - . Allows sharing of information and resources.
Seamless integration with existing research infrastructure.

} Integration with research platforms
Enhances the discoverability and accessibility of open access content.

Continuous growth and inclusion of new repositories.
> Expansion of dataset
Provides a comprehensive overview of open access landscape.

Implementation of advanced analytical tools.
> Advanced analytics
Enables deeper insights and understanding of open access trends.

Assigned to each open access repository.
Unique identifier
Enables easy identification and tracking.

Collects essential information about each repository. Name, URL, policies, etc.

X Metadata collection

National Open Access Registry (NOAR) Facilitates comprehensive analysis and evaluation.

Encourages transparency and accessibility to data.

Future developments

Aligning with international standards for data exchange. Open data policy

Allows researchers and organizations to benefit from the registry.

> Standardization and interoperability

Enhances interoperability with other research information systems.

Assisting polieymaiers In promofing open access fnifatves. } Poli t Promotes visibility of open access resources and initiatives
olicy suppor .
Facilitating evidence-based decision making. Global visibility {
Increases discoverability of research output.

. Facilitates collaboration among researchers, institutions, and funding bodies.
Benefits Enhanced collaboration <

Promotes exchange of knowledge and resources.

Enables analysis of open access repositories.
Evaluation and assessment {

R||academy - Iﬂdla's MOSt POpUIar UPSC—CSE Portal Assists in assessing their impact and effectiveness.
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Fintech companies will leverage Al and machine learning to improve decision-making
and enhance automation

Integration of Al and machine learning

Mobile apps will continue to play a crucial role in delivering fintech services to a
wider audience

Expansion of mobile banking

Partnerships between fintech startups and established institutions can lead to
mutually beneficial outcomes

Collaboration between fintech and traditional financial institutions Future trends and opportunities

Blockchain has the potential to revolutionize financial transactions, enhancing
security and transparency

Adoption of blockchain technology

A company that combines finance and technology to provide innovative financial

Fintech companies will work towards providing affordable and accessible financial
solutions

services to underserved populations.

Definition

Focus on financial inclusion

Cybersecurity threats pose risks to the privacy and financial data of users Security concerns Emerged as a result of advancements in technology and changing consumer needs

Fintech companies must navigate complex regulations and ensure compliance Regulatory compliance Enable seamless integration of financial services and technology

Some consumers may be hesitant to adopt fintech solutions due to concerns about
privacy and data security

Lack of trust

Challenges and risks Fintech company

Payment and remittance Companies that offer digital payment solutions and facilitate money transfers

Fintech companies challenge traditional banks and other financial institutions, leading
to potential job losses

Disruption to traditional financial institutions Companies that provide online lending platforms for individuals and businesses

Lending and financing

Companies that offer digital tools for budgeting, tracking expenses, and managing
investments

Fintech companies must keep up with the pace of technological change to remain
competitive

Rapid technological advancements Personal finance management

Companies that use technology to enhance the efficiency and accuracy of
insurance processes

Insurtech

Types of fintech companies

Fintech solutions reach underserved populations and provide financial inclusion Increased accessibility

Companies that leverage blockchain technology for secure and decentralized

Blockchain and cryptocurrency transactions

Automated processes reduce paperwork and streamline operations Improved efficiency

Companies that use algorithms and artificial intelligence to provide automated

User-friendly interfaces and personalized recommendations make financial
investment advice

management easier

Enhanced user experience Robo-advisory

Benefits of fintech companies

Companies that connect borrowers directly with lenders, eliminating traditional

Fintech companies often offer services at lower fees compared to traditional financial
intermediaries

institutions

Lower costs Peer-to-peer lending

Fintech companies drive innovation by introducing new products and services to the .
Innovation

market Ritacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



Contrasting the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system with other guarantee
mechanisms

Analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG)
system compared to other risk mitigation techniques

Exploring synergies between the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system and
other risk mitigation strategies

Examples of organizations or countries that have successfully implemented the First
Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Impacts and outcomes of the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system in real-
world scenarios

Potential innovations and enhancements in the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG)
system

Emerging best practices and lessons learned from the implementation of the First
Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Anticipated challenges and opportunities in the future of the First Loss Default
Guarantee (FLDG) system.

Comparison to other risk mitigation mechanisms

Case studies and success stories related to the First
Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Future trends and developments in the First Loss
Default Guarantee (FLDG) system
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First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG)
system
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Introduction to First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG)
system

Functioning of First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG)
system

Advantages of First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG)
system

Challenges and considerations of First Loss Default
Guarantee (FLDG) system

Definition of First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Purpose of First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Overview of the key components of the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system
Role of the borrower in the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Role of the lender in the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Key features and mechanics of the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Examples of how the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system works in practice

Enhances access to credit for borrowers
Reduces risk for lenders
Encourages lending to higher-risk borrowers

Promotes financial inclusion

Evaluating the creditworthiness of borrowers
Designing appropriate risk-sharing mechanisms
Ensuring sustainability of the First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG) system

Addressing potential moral hazard issues
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Practiced extreme ascetic lifestyle.
> Asceticism

Focused on renunciation of worldly pleasures.
Ancient Indian religious and philosophical system.

Definition

Practices and Rituals

Used meditation as a means to achieve spiritual enlightenment.
} Meditation

Aimed at transcending the cycle of birth and death.

Practiced severe austerities and self-mortification.
> Austerities
Believed in purifying the soul through physical hardships.

Originated in the 5th century BCE.

Founder of Ajivika school.

Makkhali Gosala
Known as Gosala Mankhaliputta.

Disciple of Gosala.

Purna Kashyapa
Succeeded him as the leader of the Ajivika school.

Ideological similarities with Jainism and early Buddhism.
} Influence on Jainism and Buddhism
Contributed to the development of these religions. .
Influence and Decline

Declined in popularity after the rise of Buddhism and Jainism.
> Decline

Gradually disappeared from Indian religious landscape.

Ajivika School of thought

Believed in a rigid determinism of all events.
Determinism <
Denied the existence of free will.

Embraced the belief that everything is predestined.
Fatalism {

Rejected the idea of karma and rebirth.

Central concept of Ajivika philosophy.
Niyati <
Refers to the idea of cosmic order and predetermined destiny.

Believed in the transmigration of souls.
Transmigration of Souls <
Focused on the individual soul's progression through various life forms.

Added to the diversity of ancient Indian philosophies.
} Intellectual contribution

Introduced unique concepts and perspectives. .
Beliefs and Concepts

Left a mark on Indian religious and philosophical traditions.
} Influence on Indian culture

Influenced the beliefs and practices of subsequent schools of thought.
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Origins in India, 6th century BCE
Founded by Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha

Four Noble Truths: existence is suffering, suffering is caused by desire, ending
desire ends suffering, the path to end desire is the Eightfold Path

Buddhism Principles Eightfold Path: right view, right intention, right speech, right action, right livelihood,
right effort, right mindfulness, right concentration

Ultimate goal is the attainment of Nirvana, release from the cycle of birth and death
Meditation to cultivate mindfulness and concentration

Teachings and Practices Belief in karma and rebirth

. . . Importance of ethical conduct and compassion towards all living beings
Buddhism and Jainism P p g being

Origins in ancient India, 9th century BCE
/
~ Founded by Mahavira, a contemporary of Buddha

/ Ahimsa (non-violence) as the highest moral principle
ﬁ‘ - Principles Belief in an eternal soul that can be liberated through self-discipline
Three Jewels: right belief, right knowledge, right conduct
Strict adherence to non-violence in thoughts, words, and actions
Practice of austerity and self-control
Teachings and Practices
Belief in karma and the cycle of birth and death

Importance of non-attachment and detachment from worldly desires
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High altitude balloon flights are subjected to changing wind patterns and weather
conditions, which can affect the trajectory and duration of the flight.

High altitude balloons are large balloons filled with gas that are designed to be
launched into the upper atmosphere.

Definition and purpose of high altitude balloons

The use of certain gases, such as hydrogen, poses safety risks due to its ] ] ] ] ! ] These balloons are used for various purposes such as scientific research, weather
flammability. Challenges and considerations in using high altitude prediction, telecommunications, and photography.

Balloon retrieval and recovery can be challenging, especially if the balloon lands in balloons

remote or inaccessible areas.
High altitude balloons are typically made of materials such as latex or synthetic
Regulations and permits may be required for launching high altitude balloons, rubber that can withstand low temperatures and high altitudes.

ensuring safe operations and compliance with airspace regulations.

They are filled with a gas lighter than air, such as helium or hydrogen, to achieve
buoyancy and lift.

Construction and components of high altitude balloons

High Altitude Balloons

High altitude balloons play a crucial role in scientific research, allowing scientists to The balloons are often equipped with a payload attachment system where scientific
collect data about the upper atmosphere, climate patterns, and atmospheric instruments or other equipment can be mounted.
conditions.

They are also used for telecommunications purposes, providing connectivity in

remote areas or during emergency situations. High altitude balloons are launched using a ground-based launch system, which

includes a launch pad and a release mechanism.

Applications and benefits of high altitude balloons

High altitude balloons can capture stunning aerial photographs and videos, offering a

unique perspective from above. Once released, the balloons ascend to the desired altitude and float in the

stratosphere for an extended period of time.

Launch and flight process of high altitude balloons

In addition, they are utilized in weather prediction and forecasting, contributing to

improved accuracy in weather models. The balloons are equipped with tracking devices to monitor their location and
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The study of atmospheric phenomena

Definition and Overview
Focuses on weather patterns and climate change

Examines the physics and dynamics of the atmosphere
Dynamic Meteorology <
Studies the movement and behavior of air masses

Investigates the physical properties of the atmosphere
Physical Meteorology {
Includes the study of temperature, pressure, and humidity

Analyzes larger-scale weather systems
Synoptic Meteorology {
Utilizes maps and charts to forecast weather patterns

Meteorological models and computer simulations

Analysis of current weather patterns Weather Forecasting

Use of historical data and trends

Enables prediction of future weather conditions
Branches of Meteorology

Meteorology

Enhances understanding of weather-related hazards

Assists in disaster preparedness and risk assessment
Impact and Importance

Studies long-term weather patterns and climate trends
Climatology <

Includes analysis of historical weather data

Agriculture, aviation, energy, and transportation Helps in planning and decision-making for various sectors

Contributes to climate change research and mitigation efforts

Weather stations and instruments

Weather Observation and Measurement Collection of meteorological data Temperature, pressure, humidity, wind speed and direction
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Provide real-time monitoring of weather conditions
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Amoeba is a type of single-celled organism that
belongs to the group of protists.

They feed on bacteria, algae, and other small organisms
by engulfing them.

It is an ancient life form that has existed on Earth for

: e billions of years.
Some species of amoebas are parasitic and can cause

diseases in humans and animals.

Amoebas typically have a simple structure that lacks

. . L specialized organelles.
Amoebic dysentery and amoebic keratitis are examples

of amoeba-related illnesses.

They are characterized by their ability to change shape

Amoeba and move by extending pseudopodia.

Research on amoebas has provided insights into cell
biology and the evolution of complex life forms.

Amoebas reproduce asexually through a process called

S : : : binary fission.
Scientists have also discovered interesting

adaptations in amoebas, such as their ability to survive

harsh environmental conditions. ! ! ! !
They can be found in various aquatic environments,

including freshwater and marine habitats.

Overall, amoebas are fascinating organisms due to
their simplicity, adaptability, and ancient lineage.

Amoebas play important roles in ecosystems as
predators and decomposers.
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As the infection progresses, it can lead to seizures,
hallucinations, coma, and eventually death.

Naegleria fowleri infection is very rare, but it is almost
always fatal.

There is no specific treatment for PAM, and current
treatments have limited success.

Prevention is key to avoiding Naegleria fowleri
infection.

This can be done by avoiding warm freshwater
activities that may lead to nasal exposure.

Properly maintaining and disinfecting swimming pools
and hot tubs is also important.

In conclusion, Naegleria fowleri is a rare and deadly
amoeba that causes a severe brain infection known as
PAM. Prevention is crucial to avoid this devastating
infection.
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Naegleria fowleri is a pathogenic amoeba.
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It belongs to the group of free-living amoebae.

Naegleria fowleri is commonly found in warm
freshwater environments.

It can cause a rare but severe and often fatal infection
called primary amebic meningoencephalitis (PAM).

PAM is an infection of the brain and the surrounding
tissues.

Naegleria fowleri enters the body through the nose,
usually when a person is swimming or diving in warm

freshwater.

Once inside the body, the amoeba travels through the

nasal passages and reaches the brain.

The infection is usually acute and progresses rapidly.

Symptoms of PAM include severe headache, fever,
nausea, vomiting, and stiff neck.
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Geography

Various political systems in East Asia, ranging from communist regimes to
democratic governments

Challenges in territorial disputes between countries, particularly in the South China
Sea

North Korea's nuclear weapons program posing regional security concerns

Regional cooperation initiatives to address common challenges, such as
environmental issues and economic development.

East Asia plays a significant role in global geopolitics and international trade

Relations with neighboring countries, such as the United States, Russia, and

Southeast Asian nations e

East Asia

Diplomatic efforts to promote peace and stability in the region International Relations

Cultural diplomacy through soft power initiatives, such as cultural exchanges and
language education programs

Increasing collaboration and partnerships in areas of technology, research, and
education.

East Asia poised for continued economic growth and development
Emphasis on sustainable development and environmental conservation

Potential for increased regional integration and cooperation

Future Prospects

Challenges in managing socio-political issues and maintaining regional stability

East Asia as a global hub for innovation, technology, and cultural exchange.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Located in the eastern part of Asia

Consists of countries such as China, Japan, South Korea, North Korea, and Taiwan
Diverse landscapes including mountains, hills, plateaus, and plains

Rich in natural resources such as coal, oil, and minerals

Surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, the East China Sea, and the Sea of Japan.

Ancient civilizations developed in East Asia, including the Chinese, Korean, and
Japanese civilizations

Influenced by the Silk Road, fostering cultural exchange and trade
Dynastic rule in China, with influential dynasties such as the Han, Tang, and Ming
Feudal system in Japan, with the samurai class playing a significant role

The Korean Peninsula experienced various dynasties and invasions.

Chinese culture, with its long history, has had a profound impact on East Asia
Confucianism, Taocism, and Buddhism are major religions in the region

Japanese culture, known for its traditional arts such as tea ceremony, flower
arrangement, and kabuki theater

South Korean culture, with the popularity of K-pop, K-drama, and traditional Korean
cuisine

Traditional crafts and festivals are celebrated in different East Asian countries.

Rapid economic growth in East Asia, especially in countries like China and South
Korea

Strong manufacturing industries, particularly in electronics, automobiles, and textiles
High-tech innovation and research development in Japan and Taiwan

Increasing regional economic integration through organizations like ASEAN and
APEC

Tourism industry flourishing, attracting visitors from around the world.



|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Resemble racoons

Round faces

Appearance
PP Short legs

Breeding season in winter Bushy tails

Gestation period of about 63 days Reproduction

Litters of 6-12 puppies Found in East Asia

Woodlands, forests, marshes

Mythological creatures in Japanese folklore : - Often near water sources
Cultural Significance Raccoon Dogs
Believed to have supernatural abilities

Omnivorous diet

Least Concern on the IUCN Red List Eat small mammals, birds, insects

Populations stable Conservation Status Also consume friits, berries, plants

Threatened by habitat loss and hunting
Nocturnal creatures

Behavior Excellent climbers and swimmers

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Social animals, live in small groups
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Definition and purpose of organ transplantation

Ethical principles guiding organ transplantation Importance of national guidelines

Legal regulations and policies related to organ transplantation Ethical and Legal Considerations

Consent and organ donation procedures Criteria for selecting potential organ donors

Organ Procurement and Allocation Process of organ procurement and allocation

Monitoring and evaluation of transplant programs Factors considered in organ allocation

Reporting and analyzing outcomes and complications

Quality Assurance and Improvement

National Organ Transplantation Guidelines

Quality improvement initiatives Evaluation criteria for transplantation candidates

Evaluation and Listing of Recipients Process of listing recipients on the transplant waitlist

Training requirements for transplant professionals Criteria for prioritizing recipients

Continuing education for healthcare providers Training and Education

. . . Surgical process of organ transplantation
Public education and awareness campaigns gical p 9 p

Transplant Procedure Pre-operative and post-operative care

Advancements in organ preservation and transportation Immunological considerations

Clinical trials and research to improve transplantation outcomes Research and Innovation
Post-transplant monitoring of recipients

Innovations in immunosuppression and regenerative medicine
Follow-up Care and Monitoring Medication management and adherence

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Sompleaton recogniion and menagement
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Prohibits commercial dealings in human organs.
Enacted in 1994.

Brief introduction

Prohibits organ trafficking and trading. Prohibited activities
Regulates the transplantation of human organs in India.

Defines "human organ" and "transplantation” under the Act.
Definition and scope Living donors must be genetically related or have prior approval.
Applies to both living and deceased donors. {

Deceased donors should have expressed their intention for organ donation.

Prohibits transplantations without valid authorization.

Criteria for compatibility and allocation of organs. . _
} Establishes guidelines for organ retrieval and transplantation. Organ retrieval and transplantation process
Qualified medical practitioners and transplant teams.
Transplantation of Human Organs Act, 1994
Fine, imprisonment, or both depending on the offense. Prescribes penalties for non-compliance or contravention of the Act. :
Penalties and offenses ] » Establishes authorized institutions for transplantation.
Empowers the Appropriate Authority to take necessary actions. Authorized entities

Establishes Appropriate Authority to oversee transplantation activities.

Registration and renewal requirements for these institutions.

Provision for appeals against any decision or order under the Act.

Requires informed consent from donors or their authorized representatives. Consent should be voluntary and without any coercion.

Consent and authorization

Protection of actions done in good faith. Miscellaneous provisions

Provision for the central government to make rules and regulations under the Act. R | IaCademy ¥ I nd IalS M OSt Popu I ar U PSC_CSE PO rtal

Sets conditions for donation by minor relatives.



Nationally and internationally

Merit-based selection criteria

Provides a conducive learning environment

Encourages critical thinking and problem-solving skills

Promotes science education in local communities

Conducts workshops and science camps for school students

Addresses critical challenges facing society

Provides solutions and innovations

Admissions based on rigorous selection process

Recognized for its academic excellence

Attracts top-quality faculty and students

> Focuses on holistic development of students

} Engages in various outreach activities

} Contributes to societal development through scientific research

A leading institution for science education and research in India
Fosters scientific talent and promotes interdisciplinary research

Committed to academic excellence and societal impact.

Academic Excellence: Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (lISER)

Outreach and Impact: Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (lISER)

Conclusion: Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (lISER)
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Indian Institute of Science Education and

Research (IISER)

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-C

Introduction: Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (IISER)

Academic Programs: Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (lISER)

Academic Departments: Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (lISER)

Research Facilities: Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (lISER)

A premier institution for education and research in sciences
Established by the Government of India in 2006 <
Aimed at nurturing scientific talent and promoting cutting-edge research

Currently, there are seven IISERs in India Located in various cities across the country Pune, Kolkata, Mohali, Bhopal, Thiruvananthapuram, Tirupati, and Berhampur

Combines undergraduate and postgraduate studies in natural sciences
Integrated BS-MS program <

Offers integrated undergraduate and postgraduate programs { Duration of 5 years

Doctoral (Ph.D.) program Offers research opportunities in various scientific disciplines

Physics Research in various branches of physics Condensed matter physics, astrophysics, particle physics, efc.

Chemistry Focuses on different areas of chemistry Organic chemistry, inorganic chemistry, physical chemistry, etc.
Divided into different departments

Mathematics Research in pure and applied mathematics Algebra, geometry, calculus, statistics, etc.

Biology Concentrates on various aspects of biology Cell biology, molecular biology, genetics, ecology, etc.

Equipped with state-of-the-art research facilities Advanced laboratories and equipment

Promotes interdisciplinary research Collaborations between different departments and disciplines

Encourages faculty and student participation in research projects Publishes research findings in reputed scientific journals



Ganga Vilas Cruise

Introduction

N S

Ganga Vilas Cruise is a luxury river cruise in India
Located on the Ganges River

Offers a unique and unforgettable experience

Spacious and comfortable cabins
Restaurant with delicious Indian cuisine
Onboard spa and wellness facilities
Swimming pool with panoramic views

Evening entertainment and cultural performances

Welcome aboard ceremony
Day 1: Arrival and check-in on the cruise Introduction to the crew and fellow passengers

Safety briefing

Morning boat ride on the Ganges River
Day 2: Exploration of Varanasi 4{ Visit to Varanasi's famous ghats and temples
Witness the evening Ganga Aarti ceremony
Exploration of Allahabad Fort and Anand Bhawan
Day 3: Discovering Allahabad { Visit to Triveni Sangam, the holy confluence of rivers
Cultural program showcasing local traditions

Explore the ancient Chunar Fort
Day 4: Excursion to Chunar Fort { Witness the stunning views of the Ganges from the fort

Interact with local artisans and witness their craftsmanship

Enjoy the scenic beauty of the Ganges
Day 5: Sailing to Mirzapur { Relax onboard and indulge in onboard activities

Evening entertainment and live music

Tour the Vindhyachal Temple complex
Day 6: Visit to Vindhyachal Temple —{ Take part in religious rituals and prayers

Learn about the significance of the temple in Hindu mythology

Cruise back to Varanasi
Day 7: Return to Varanasi { Farewell ceremony and disembarkation

End of the unforgettable Ganga Vilas Cruise experience
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Responsible for the development and regulation of ports, shipping, and waterways in

the country.

Facilitates multimodal connectivity between ports, railways, roads, and airports.
Formulates policies and schemes to promote the growth and efficiency of the sector.

Coordinates with logistics providers to streamline cargo movement. Connectivity and Logistics
Administers various acts and regulations related to ports, shipping, and waterway

Implements digital solutions to enhance efficiency and ease of doing business.
transportation.

Represents the country in international maritime forums and organizations.

. Manages and operates major ports across the country.
International Engagement

Participates in bilateral and multilateral discussions on shipping and waterway issues.
Promotes port infrastructure development and modernization.

Promotes collaboration and cooperation for the development of global maritime trade.
Facilitates the implementation of port-related policies and initiatives.

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterway

Undertakes research and development for innovative approaches in the sector.
Controls and regulates shipping activities in national and international waters.

Explores opportunities for public-private partnerships in port and waterway
development.

Facilitates the registration and licensing of ships and vessels.

Future Initiatives

Focuses on promoting sustainable practices and reducing carbon footprint in Implements safety and security measures for maritime transportation.
transportation.

Develops and maintains inland waterways for efficient and economical transportation.

Ministry of Ports, Shippi Wat [ ivotal role i lopi
inistry of Ports, Shipping and Waterway plays a pivotal role in developing and Enhances navigability and connectivity of rivers, canals, and other water bodies.

regulating the ports, shipping, and waterway sector in the country.

Promotes sustainable and environment-friendly practices in waterway transportation.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Provides confidence to depositors even during times of financial instability.

A Bank Run is a situation when a large number of depositors withdraw their money
from a bank simultaneously, leading to a severe liquidity crisis for the bank.

It typically occurs when depositors lose confidence in the bank's ability to meet their Causes can include rumors of insolvency, economic instability, or an actual lack of
withdrawal demands. funds.

Definition

Bank Runs can have devastating consequences for both individual depositors and the

Governments can enforce strict banking regulations and oversight to ensure the overall stability of the banking system.

financial health of banks, reducing the likelihood of insolvency.

Regulatory Measures

Deposit insurance schemes can help protect depositors' funds up to a certain
amount.

Insured Deposits . ags . Widespread bank runs contributed to the collapse of numerous banks.
Prevention and Mitigation Great Depression (1929-1933)

Central banks can act as lenders of last resort, providing liquidity to banks facing Led to severe economic contraction and widespread financial hardship.

runs.
. Central Bank Support _ . o Bank Runs occurred after a financial rescue plan involved a tax on bank deposits. Fear of losing savings resulted in panicked withdrawals.
This support can help stabilize banks and prevent the spread of panic among Y Cyprus Financial Crisis (2013) _ , .
depositors Bank Run Government had to implement capital controls to limit the outflow of funds.
Prolonged economic instability triggered bank runs and massive capital flight.
Financial Crisis in Argentina (2001-2002) _ _ _
Bank Runs pose serious threats to banking systems and economies. Many banks suffered insolvency and account holders lost their savings.

Strengthening regulations, implementing deposit insurance, and having robust central

bank support can help mitigate the impact of bank runs and maintain depositor When multiple banks experience runs simultaneously, it can lead to a domino effect,

confidence. Bank Runs can cause systemic banking crises. destabilizing the entire system,
Banking System
Can force banks to institute liquidity measures or seek assistance from central
banks.

Reduced access to credit and lack of confidence can lead to decreased investment
and economic activity.

Economy Bank Runs can contribute to economic recessions or depressions.

Those who are unable to withdraw their funds during a bank run can face financial
losses.

Depositors Depositors may lose confidence in the banking system as a whole.
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Note: The provided output exceeds the token limit. The

complete outline has been shared, but some
descriptions might have been shortened to fit the limit.

Bank's insolvency refers to the situation when a bank is unable to meet its financial

Clear and transparent regulations can help prevent excessive risk-taking and ensure obligations.

banks maintain sufficient capital buffers. What is bank’s insolvency?

Early intervention and effective resolution mechanisms are crucial to address
emerging issues and minimize the impact of insolvency.

It occurs when a bank's liabilities exceed its assets, leading to a lack of liquidity and
Lessons learned from past bank insolvencies potential bankruptcy.

Maintaining a robust and independent regulatory framework is essential for
identifying and addressing potential insolvency risks in banks. Economic downturn or financial crisis can lead to a decrease in the value of assets

C fbank's i : held by the bank, contributing to insolvency.
[ P H H . : auses or bankK's insolvenc
Bank S InSOlvenCy and |tS |mp||cat|°ns y Mismanagement, risky lending practices, or inadequate risk assessment can also

International organizations such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) provide contribute to a bank's insolvency.

support and guidance to countries facing banking crises.

Cross-border cooperation and coordination between regulatory authorities are

important to prevent the spread of insolvency across borders. International efforts to manage bank’s insolvency

Loss of public trust and confidence in the banking system due to potential bank

failures.
Frameworks like the Basel Accords aim to establish international standards for

banking regulations to promote financial stability. Consequences of bank's insolvency Depositors may lose their funds if the bank is unable to repay them in full.

Systemic risks arise when the insolvency of one bank spreads to other financial

. S . S institutions, leading to a broader financial crisis.
Central banks may provide emergency liquidity assistance to solvent but illiquid

banks to prevent insolvency.

Governments may intervene and nationalize insolvent banks to ensure the stability of
the financial system.

Regulatory measures to address bank's insolvency

Stringent regulations and stricter supervision can be implemented to avoid excessive

risk-taking by banks. Ruacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



"Floor Test" and "No Confidence Motion"

"Floor Test"

A parliamentary procedure used to determine if the ruling government or party has
the confidence of the legislature.

A motion initiated by the opposition to show a lack of confidence in the ruling
government.

Conducted in the legislative assembly.
Involves a vote of confidence or no confidence.

Requires the ruling party to secure the votes of a majority of the members present.

The ruli t jori t the floor test.
@ ruling party must prove majority support to pass the floor tes { If the ruling party fails to secure majority support, it may be asked to resign or

dissolve the assembly.

Often used as a measure of the government's strength and stability.

A floor test can be initiated by the ruling party itself or by the opposition. . o ) . . ) )
Can be a result of political crisis or dissatisfaction with the ruling party's

performance.

May require the presence of all members or a certain quorum for the validity of the
test.

A way for the opposition to express dissatisfaction with the ruling party's policies or
actions.

Requires a vote by the members of the legislative assembly.

The ruling government must resign.
If the no confidence motion is successful

The assembly may be dissolved, leading to fresh elections.

Allows for a democratic expression of discontent or disillusionment with the ruling

Can be a powerful tool to challenge the ruling party's authority. party.

Can lead to a change in government or political landscape.

The opposition needs to secure the support of a majority of the members for the no Relies on garnering support from various political parties.

confidence motion to pass. Often involves intense political maneuvering and negotiations.

The ruling party may try to persuade members not to support the no confidence Can offer concessions or make promises to retain power.

motion. May rely on its majority or coalition partners to ensure the motion's failure.

No genfidence motions can bring significant political uncertainty and instability.
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Legislator of the country
Definition and purpose <

Representative democracy

Formation in 1950
Historical background <
Inspired by the British Parliament

Introduction

Reforms and modernization Members and representation

Rajya Sabha (Council of States) <

Strengthening democratic processes Future prospects Role and functions

Houses of Parliament

Role in India's development Members and representation

Lok Sabha (House of the People) <

Powers and functions
President's role {
Relation with the Parliament

Structure and composition Role and functions

Parliament of India

Functioning disruptions

Lack of consensus Challenges and criticisms

Political influence

Presentation of the budget
Budget session <
Discussion and voting

Legislative agenda
Monsoon session <
Question Hour

Sovereign authority
Regular sessions

Protecting rights and interests Importance and significance

Upholding democracy Working and sessions

Lawmaking
Functions and responsibilities Representation of the people

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Oversight of the government



Minimizing bias and discrimination in evaluation

Providing equal opportunities for all students

Encouraging schools to focus on holistic development

Promoting effective teaching and learning strategies

Holding educational institutions accountable for student outcomes

Promoting a culture of continuous improvement

Engaging with teachers, parents, and students for their feedback

Making necessary modifications to address their concerns

Including assessments for vocational skills and extracurricular activities
Collaborating with state-level education boards for wider implementation
Studying the long-term effects on student performance and learning outcomes

Making adjustments and improvements based on research findings

> Addressing concerns of stakeholders

} Expanding the scope and reach of PARAKH

} Evaluating the impact of PARAKH

} Ensuring fairness and equity in assessments
} Improving the quality of education

} Enhancing accountability in the education sector

Benefits of PARAKH

Challenges and future prospects

India’s first National Assessment Regulator
“PARAKH”

Introduction

Aimed at improving the quality of education in India
The establishment of PARAKH <
A response to the need for a robust assessment system

Ensuring transparency and accountability in assessments
Objectives of PARAKH Promoting standardized and valid assessments across the country

Enhancing the holistic development of students

Collaborating with experts and stakeholders in the field
Developing assessment frameworks and guidelines
Designing assessment tools and techniques

Assessing students' academic achievements and skill development
Conducting national-level assessments
Monitoring the performance of educational institutions

Identifying areas for improvement in teaching and learning practices

Providing feedback and recommendations
Suggesting measures to enhance the assessment process
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Established in 1961 by the Government of India

Introduction

National Curriculum Framework A premier organization for educational research and training

National Achievement Surveys

RTE Resource Centers Develops educational policies and programs

National Talent Search Exarmination Conducts research and experiments in education

Publishes textbooks and study materials

Influences educational policies and practices in India National Council for Education Research
Provides support to state education departments m-" and Training (N C ERT) Governing body consists of eminent educafionists and experts

Enhances the quality of school education Department of Education in Languages

Divided into various departments and divisions Department of Education in Social Sciences

Partners with national and international organizations Department of Education in Science and Mathematics

Collaborations

Promotes exchange of ideas and best practices Works closely with State Councils for Educational Research and Training

Curriculum development and revision

Teacher training programs and workshops

Riiacadémy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Feucationalresource creaton
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IREDA is a financial institution.

: It was established in 1987.
Purpose and Functions

Its main purpose is to promote renewable energy projects in India.
IREDA has played a crucial role in promoting renewable energy in India.

. IREDA provides financial assistance and various services.
It has financed numerous renewable energy projects. Achievements

IREDA has contributed to the growth of solar and wind energy sectors.

Indian Renewable Energy Development IREDA offers loans for renewable energy projects.

K It provides term loans, refinancing, and lines of credit.
IREDA aims to support more renewable energy projects. Agency (IREDA)

The loans support solar, wind, bioenergy, and other renewable projects.
It plans to increase its lending capacity.
IREDA aims to enhance renewable energy usage in India.

IREDA offers technical and project appraisal services.
The agency is committed to sustainable development.

It provides consulting and advisory services.

R | |acad8Iﬂy - I ﬂd Iacs M OSt PODU I ar U PSC_CSE POI’ta| IREDA also offers project monitoring and evaluation services.
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NBFCs play a crucial role in providing financial access to individuals and businesses

that may not have access to traditional banking services. Financial Inclusion

NBFCs contribute to the availability of credit in the economy by providing loans and
advances to various sectors.

Credit Availability

Role in the Economy

NBFCs facilitate investment by providing avenues for individuals and institutions to
invest their surplus funds.

Investment Facilitation

The presence of NBFCs creates employment opportunities in the financial services
sector, contributing to economic growth.

Employment Generation

NBFCs rely heavily on funds borrowed from banks, financial institutions, and capital

kets.
marke Funding Constraints

Any disruption in the availability of funds can pose challenges for their operations.

Compliance with various regulatory requirements can be a complex process for

NBFCs. i
Regulatory Compliance Challenges Faced by NBFCs

Ensuring adherence to prudential norms and reporting standards requires continuous
monitoring and resources.

Like any other financial institution, NBFCs face credit risk while disbursing loans and

investments. I
Credit Risk

Managing the credit risk portfolio is a critical aspect of their operations.

NBFCs are adopting digital technologies to enhance customer experience, streamline

processes, and expand their reach. Digital Transformation

With the emergence of fintech platforms, NBFCs are exploring the potential of peer-
to-peer lending.
Peer-to-Peer Lending
This allows individuals to lend and borrow directly from each other, facilitated by the
NBFCs.

Emerging Trends in NBFCs

NBFCs are incorporating environmental, social, and governance (ESG)
considerations into their investment decisions.

} Sustainable Finance
There is a growing focus on sustainable investing and supporting environmentally
friendly projects.

NBFCs are diversifying their product offerings to cater to changing customer needs.
} New Product Offerings

This includes innovative financial instruments, customized solutions, and specialized
services.

In conclusion, Non-Banking Financial Companies
(NBFCs) are financial institutions that provide financial
services similar to banks without having a banking
license. They offer various types of loans, investment
services, leasing, and hire purchase facilities. NBFCs
are regulated by the Reserve Bank of India, and they
play a significant role in financial inclusion, credit

availability, investment facilitation, and employment
generation. However, they also face challenges related
to funding, regulatory compliance, and credit risk.
NBFCs are embracing digital transformation, exploring
peer-to-peer lending, integrating sustainable finance
practices, and diversifying their product offerings to
adapt to changing trends and customer demands.

Non-Banking Financial Company

Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) is a financial institution that provides

Definition financial services similar to banks but does not hold a banking license.

Specializes in providing loans for the purchase of physical assets like vehicles,

hi , i t, etc.
Asset Finance Company machinery, equipment, elc

Also known as Asset Financing NBFCs.

Primarily engaged in the acquisition of securities such as stocks, bonds, and

debentures.
Investment Company

Also known as Investment NBFCs.
Provides loans and advances to individuals and businesses.
Types of NBFCs Loan Company Does not accept deposits like banks.
Also known as Loan and Investment NBFCs.

Focuses on financing infrastructure projects such as highways, power projects,

) ports, etc.
Infrastructure Finance Company

Also known as Infrastructure NBFCs.
Offers financial services to low-income individuals and micro-entrepreneurs.
Microfinance Institution Aims to uplift socioeconomically disadvantaged individuals.

Also known as Microfinance NBFCs.

NBFCs provide various types of loans to individuals, businesses, and other entities.

Loan Disbursement . . . .
These loans could be for different purposes such as education, housing, business

expansion, etc.
NBFCs invest in various financial instruments such as securities, mutual funds, etc.
Investment Services <

They aim to generate returns for their clients and shareholders.

Functions of NBFCs

Many NBFCs offer leasing and hire purchase services for vehicles, machinery,

equipment, etc.
Leasing and Hire Purchase
This enables individuals and businesses to use these assets without purchasing them

outright.

Some NBFCs provide wealth management services, including portfolio management,

Wealth Management investment advice, and financial planning.

NBFCs in India are regulated by the Reserve Bank of India.
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) { RBI issues guidelines and regulations to ensure the stability and integrity of the

financial system.

NBFCs are required to maintain a certain level of capital adequacy, liquidity, and
asset quality.

Regulation of NBFCs

Prudential Norms
These norms are set to safeguard the interests of depositors and investors.

NBFCs must be registered with the RBI to carry out their financial activities.

Registration and Compliance . . . . .
They are also required to comply with regulations related to disclosure, reporting,

and corporate governance.
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Code on Social Security, 2020 w

— '~ 0 S

Purpose and importance of the code
Introduction to the Code on Social Security, 2020 <
Key provisions and objectives
Definition of employees and employers
Coverage under the Code on Social Security, 2020 Inclusion and exclusion criteria for coverage
Special provisions for certain categories of workers
Calculation and payment of contributions
Contributions and funding mechanisms Different rates for employees and employers
Contributions for different social security schemes
Retirement benefits
Disability benefits
Types of social security benefits provided Medical benefits
Maternity benefits
Social security benefits under the code Unemployment benefits
Eligibility and conditions for availing benefits
Application and disbursement process
Role of the government and regulatory bodies
Implementation and enforcement of the code Compliance requirements for employers
Penalties for non-compliance
Potential changes and amendments

Future developments and challenges Adapting to evolving work patterns and technology

Ensuring sustainability of the social security system
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) Definition and purpose
Introduction

Benefits and objectives
Technological infrastructure

Connectivity and accessibility issues . . . .
Implementation challenges and solutions Registration process
Data security and privacy concerns
Access to services and information

Awareness and training programs

Features of e-Shram portal

Unique identification number

Interactive interface
Empowerment of workers

Streamlining of labor market

e-Shram portal

Impact of e-Shram portal Job registration and search

Reduction of exploitation
. . Skill training and certification
Boost to job creation and skill development Services provided by e-Shram portal

Social security schemes

Grievance redressal mechanism
Importance of e-Shram portal

Future prospects and advancements
Government authorities

Workers and job seekers

Stakeholders involved in e-Shram portal

Employers and organizations

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal remngnsties endsdprovaer
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Changing Workforce Dynamics: The gig economy has disrupted traditional
employment models, with more individuals opting for gig work instead of traditional
jobs.

Employer Flexibility: Gig work enables employers to easily scale their workforce up

or down based on demand, avoiding fixed labor costs. ags
° Impact on Traditional Employment

Controversies: The gig economy has sparked debates surrounding worker
classification, labor rights, and fair compensation.

Skills and Adaptability: Traditional employees may need to develop gig-like skills and
adapt to the changing nature of work to remain employable.

Ensuring Worker Protections: Governments are considering new regulations and
policies to protect the rights and welfare of gig workers.

Employment Status: Determining the employment status of gig workers can be ~
challenging, as it blurs the line between self-employment and traditional employment.

Government Regulations and Policies Gig Economy

Taxation and Social Security: Governments are exploring ways to ensure fair taxation
and social security contributions from gig workers.

Balancing Innovation and Worker Rights: Policymakers strive to strike a balance
between promoting innovation in the gig economy and protecting worker rights.

Continued Growth: The gig economy is expected to continue expanding, driven by
advancements in technology and changing work preferences.

Enhanced Worker Protections: Governments and platforms are likely to introduce
measures to provide gig workers with better benefits and protections.

Workforce Transformation: The gig economy may lead to a shift in the way people Future Outlook
perceive and engage in work, fostering a more entrepreneurial and flexible

workforce.

Collaborative Solutions: Governments, platforms, and workers' unions may
collaborate to develop frameworks that ensure fair treatment and opportunities within
the gig economy.
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Advantages for Workers

Challenges for Workers

The gig economy refers to a labor market characterized by temporary and flexible
work arrangements, often connected through digital platforms.

Definition and Overview

It allows individuals to work on-demand, taking up short-term contracts or freelance
gigs rather than traditional full-time employment.

Flexibility: Workers have the ability to choose when, where, and how much they want
to work, providing greater autonomy over their schedules.

Variety: Gig economy offers a wide range of job opportunities, spanning across
different industries and skill sets.

Technology: Digital platforms and apps facilitate the connection between workers and
employers, making it easier to find gigs.

Independent Workforce: Gig workers are often self-employed and are not
considered employees, which means they are responsible for their own taxes,
insurance, and benefits.

Flexibility: Gig work allows individuals to pursue other interests, have a better work-life
balance, and accommodate personal commitments.

Additional Income: Many individuals use gig work as a side hustle to supplement their
primary income or make ends meet.

Skill Development: Gig workers often gain diverse experience and develop new skills
through various gig assignments.

Entrepreneurial Opportunities: For those with entrepreneurial ambitions, the gig
economy provides a platform to grow and monetize their skills.

Inconsistent Income: Gig work can be unpredictable, leading to fluctuating earnings
and financial instability for some workers.

Lack of Benefits: Gig workers generally do not have access to the same benefits and
protections as traditional employees, such as health insurance or retirement plans.

Limited Job Security: Gig work does not guarantee long-term employment or job
stability, as workers are constantly seeking new gigs.

Isolation and Lack of Social Interaction: Gig work can be solitary, lacking the social
connections and support found in a traditional workplace.
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Established in 1945
International governmental organization Composed of all 193 member states of the United Nations (UN)

Main deliberative, policymaking, and representative organ of the UN
Limited decision-making power compared to UN Security Council

Inequalities in representation among member states

Challenges and criticisms Promote international cooperation and peace

Complex and lengthy decision-making process Discuss and make recommendations on global issues <

Address economic, social, cultural, and humanitarian issues

Inefficiencies and bureaucracy

Functions and responsibilities Consider and adopt resolutions and decisions

Elect non-permanent members to the UN Security Council
Calls for reforms to enhance UNGA's effectiveness and efficiency
Appoint the UN Secretary-General upon recommendation of the Security Council
Proposals for restructuring the Security Council and increasing representation
Reform efforts and future prospects

Push for transparency and inclusivity in decision-making processes

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)

Held once a year in New York City
Importance of adapting to evolving global challenges and priorities
General debate where world leaders discuss global challenges and priorities

Annual sessions and structure Six main committees covering different areas

. - - Plenary meetings and committees for specialized discussions <
Overall, the United Nations General Assembly is a y meeing ' peclalized discusst

critical forum for global dialogue, cooperation, and
decision-making. It plays a vital role in addressing

Additional committees and bodies addressing specific issues

High-level meetings and side events on specific themes

global challenges, promoting peace, and fostering
international collaboration. However, ongoing reforms
are necessary to strengthen its impact and ensure
equitable representation among member states.

Climate change, poverty eradication, sustainable development
Platform to address pressing global challenges <
Conflict resolution, human rights, disarmament

Opportunities for diplomatic negotiations and partnerships

Significance and impact

Facilitates international dialogue and cooperation

Rl |academy - Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC—CSE Portal Provides a forum for member states to voice their concerns and perspectives



Right to a nationality and protection against statelessness.

Right to marry and found a family, with free consent and equal rights.

Right to own property individually or in association with others.

Freedom of thought, conscience, religion, and belief.

Freedom of opinion, expression, and access to information.

Right to peaceful assembly and association.

Right to participate in the governance of one's country, directly or through
representatives.

Right to social security, including economic, social, and cultural rights.

Right to work, fair remuneration, and just working conditions.

Right to rest and leisure, and limitation of working hours.

Right to a standard of living adequate for health and well-being, including food,
housing, and medical care.

Right to education and free access to primary education.

Right to freely participate in cultural life, arts, and sciences.

Right to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms can be
realized.

Individual duties to the community and limitations on the exercise of rights.

Freedom from any act aimed at destroying the rights and freedoms in UDHR.
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Article 15 Introduction
Article 16 Preamble
Article 17 Article 1

Article 18 Article 2

1
—{&E

Article 8

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR)

Article 27 Article 11

Article 28 Article 12

Article 29 Article 13

Article 30 Article 14
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The background and purpose of UDHR.

The recognition of inherent dignity and equal rights of all human beings.

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.

Prohibition of discrimination and equality before the law.

Right to life, liberty, and security of person.

Prohibition of slavery and servitude.

Prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment.

Right to recognition as a person before the law.

Equality before the law and protection against discrimination.

Right to an effective remedy by competent national tribunals for human rights
violations.

Prohibition of arbitrary detention, exile, or punishment.

Right to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal.

Presumption of innocence and protection against retroactive criminal laws.

Right to privacy and protection of honor and reputation.

Freedom of movement within and beyond borders.

Right to seek asylum from persecution in other countries.



Being convicted of a criminal offense can lead to disqualification.

. . Serious crimes such as corruption, bribery, or fraud can result in immediate

Criminal convictions . S
disqualification.

The severity of the crime and its impact on public trust are taken into consideration.

Engaging in activities that conflict with the duties and responsibilities of a Member of

The minimum and maximum age requirements for Members of Parliament can be Parliament can lead to disqualification.
defined. . . Holding positions in private companies or organizations that may influence legislative
. T - . . . . . . Conflict of interest - . e
These requirements ensure that individuals have the necessary experience and A Grounds for dlsquallflcatlon Membership of the legislature can be terminated in the following circumstances decisions can be a disqualifying factor.
. e restrictions
maturity. 9 Any conflict between personal interests and the public's welfare can undermine the
integrity of the legislati .

Age restrictions can prevent youth or elderly individuals from being unfairly Integrity of the legisiative process

disqualified. In some cases, holding dual citizenship can lead to disqualification from being a
Members of Parliament may be required to reside in the constituency they represent. Member of Parliament.

- . The loyalty and allegiance of a parliamentarian should not be divided between two
Ensuring a strong connection between the representative and their constituents is Resi . Dual citizenship countr)i/esty 9 parl : Y ™
vital, esidency requirements :
. . . . I " » Dis ualification crite ria for Membe rs of Limiting membership to individuals with a single citizenship ensures undivided loyalty
Failure to meet residency requirements can result in disqualification. The specific disqualification criteria may be outiined in the country's constitution Constitutional provisions q . to the nation.
Some countries may require certain educational qualifications for Members of Parliament
Parliament. .
This ensures a level of expertise and competence in matters of legislation. Educational qualifications Members of Parliament should disclose their financial assets and interests regularly.
Educational ificat ) di lifving factor if ot met Regular financial disclosures This promotes transparency and helps prevent conflicts of interest.
ucational qualifications may act as a disqualifying factor if not met.
The constitution should outline the circumstances under which a membership can be Failure to disclose or providing false information can lead to disqualification.
terminated. An independent body should be responsible for monitoring and investigating potential
inati disqualifications.
This provides clear guidelines and prevents arbitrary disqualifications. Termination clauses a
A transparent system is essential in identifying potential disqualification criteria Independent oversight This body should have the power to gather evidence and make impartial judgments.
The termination clauses should be fair and just, considering the overall context.
Their role is crucial in maintaining the integrity of the disqualification process.

The public should have access to information regarding disqualifications.

Transparency in the disqualification process helps maintain public trust in the

Public scrutiny legislative system.

Any abuse of power or unjust disqualifications should be exposed and rectified.



Responsible for conducting elections in India
Established to ensure free and fair elections Empowered with supervisory and regulatory functions
Constituted under the Article 324 of the Indian Constitution Functions independently from the government
Acts as a guardian of democracy
Appointed by the President of India
Consists of Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners {

Chosen based on their integrity and impartiality

Executes various election-related activities

Chief Election Commissioner heads the commission Responsible for the overall functioning Formulates policies and guidelines for elections

Oversees the conduct of elections

Play an active role in election management
Share the responsibilities <
Participate in decision-making process

Election Commissioners assist the Chief Election Commissioner

Prepares electoral rolls
Schedules elections
Conducts elections
Issues election notifications
Conducts voter registration drives
Monitors election campaigns
Important functions of the Election Commission Ensures a level playing field for all candidates and political parties Regulates political party finances
Prevents abuse of power and resources
Enforces ethical standards during elections
Implements the Model Code of Conduct Prevents unfair practices

Promotes transparency and accountability

Independent Constitutional body

Spreads awareness about voting rights
Educates voters on the electoral process
Election Commission's role in voter education and awareness Promotes voter registration and turnout
Conducts workshops, seminars, and exhibitions
Organizes voter awareness campaigns {
Utilizes print, electronic, and social media platforms
Provides facilities for persons with disabilities
Ensures polling booths are wheelchair accessible
Election Commission's initiatives for accessible and inclusive elections
Conducts special voter registration drives
Implements Braille-enabled voter guides
Implements effective security arrangements

Ensures strict enforcement of rules and regulations

Election Commission's measures to maintain integrity and credibility
Conducts randomization of electronic voting machines

Election Commission

Implements advanced technologies for secure and transparent elections
Adjudicates election disputes

Takes actions against electoral misconduct

Election Commission's role in resolving disputes and issues related to elections
Resolves complaints regarding violations

Addresses grievances of candidates and political parties
Shares best practices

Collaborates with international bodies <
Learns from global experiences

R e

International recognition and cooperation of the Election Commission

Conducts international election observer missions Assists other countries in conducting free and fair elections

Enhances India's reputation in the global arena

Upholds the principles of democracy

Ensures people's right to choose their representatives
Maintains the integrity of the electoral process
Safeguards the credibility of elections

Promotes political stability and accountability
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Citizens who are 18 years or above are eligible to vote. Introduction Enacted in 1951 as a key legislation in India.

Qualifications of Voters

Criteria include citizenship, residence, and registration. Aimed to provide guidelines for conducting elections.

Established the Election Commission of India.

Certain categories are disqualified from voting. Di lificati £ Vot
iIsqualitications or voters . . . .
Include mentally unsound individuals and individuals convicted of certain offenses. 9 Features of the Act Provided for the delimitation of constituencies.

. Outlined the qualifications and disqualifications of voters.
L}
Representation of People's Act 1951
Several amendments made to keep up with changing times. A d he A
mendments to the Act . : - .
Expanded the scope and inclusivity of the electoral process. Role of the Election Commission Responsible for the superintendence, direction, and control of elections.
Conducts the election process in a free and fair manner.

The Representation of People's Act 1951 plays a crucial role in ensuring democratic

elections in India. Process of dividing areas into separate electoral constituencies.

Delimitation of Constituencies

It establishes the framework for conducting elections and ensures the rights of

citizens to vote. Rilacademy % India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Ensures equal representation and fair distribution of seats.
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Promote harmonious coexistence between humans and nature

Strictly protected area
Core zone <

Preserve genetic diversity and pristine ecosystems

Recognized under UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Programme <
Support scientific research, monitoring, and education

Surrounds the core zone
Consist of three interrelated zones: core, buffer, and transition Buffer zone <
Allows for sustainable use of natural resources

Designed to conserve ecosystems and biodiversity Transition zone < Surrounds both the core and buffer zones
Involves human settlements and activities

Defined as a protected area Aim to maintain ecological processes and cultural values

Promote sustainable agriculture, forestry, and tourism
Implement sustainable development practices <

Engage indigenous people and local communities
Encourage community involvement and local economy <

Enhance traditional knowledge and cultural practices

Conduct environmental education and outreach programs

Increase awareness and understanding of biodiversity <

Share information and best practices internationally

. . - Facilitate research and knowledge exchange <
Require multi-level governance and participatory management

Contribute to global conservation efforts
Involve local communities in decision-making processes Collaborate with governments, NGOs, and local

Concept evolved from national parks and protected areas
. : : stakeholders , < \/i :
Share experiences and expertise among biosphere reserves Pioneered by Sweden's Vilm Island in 1968
> Foster partnerships and knowledge exchange

Represents an integrated approach to conservation

Collaborate with academic institutions and research organizations Expanded globally with the creation of Man and the Biosphere Programme <

p Considers socio-economic factors and local needs
Biosphere Reserve

Protect, restore, and sustainably manage ecosystems
>— Align with Goal 15: Life on Land

Include forests, wetlands, marine and coastal areas, and grasslands
Preserve biodiversity and halt species extinction

Strive towards the UN Sustainable Development Goals

Provide habitat for endangered and endemic species

Address climate change, food security, and sustainable consumption

Contribute to other relevant goals, such as poverty alleviation and education Showcase unique species and ecological features

Safeguard critical ecosystems and ecological processes
Facilitate movement and gene flow for wildlife

Serve as ecological corridors and migration routes
Support conservation of migratory species

Provide ecosystem services and goods to local communities

Mitigate the impacts of floods, droughts, and storms
Contribute to sustainable development and poverty Enhance resilience to climate change and natural disasters <
e Promote adaptation and disaster risk reduction

Promote ecotourism and nature-based businesses

Support sustainable livelihoods and socio-economic growth Generate income and employment opportunities

Riiacademy - India‘s Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal prove locelnfiasucture and senices
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Geographical features Located in the Thar Desert

Largest salt marsh in the world

Rich cultural heritage of the local communities Spreads across the border of India and Pakistan

Traditional crafts and artwork Cultural significance

Hot and arid climate

Rann of Kutch Climate and environment Extreme temperatures

Lack of rainfall

Vibrant festivals and fairs showcasing the local traditions

Attracts tourists for its natural beauty and cultural experiences

Eco-tourism initiatives promoting sustainable practices

Adventure activities like camel safaris and birdwatching Home to various species of migratory birds

Wildlife and vegetation Supports unique flora and fauna adapted to the harsh environment

Riiacademy,- India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal e preeng gomabreeran specie
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Conducts research and analysis to formulate trade and industrial policies.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry is a government department responsible for

Develops and implements programs to support policy objectives and targets. promoting trade and industrial development.

Policy Formulation and Implementation

Monitors and evaluates the effectiveness of policies and programs. It plays a crucial role in formulating policies and implementing programs to support

Reviews and revises policies to adapt to changing economic conditions. the growth of commerce and indusry.

. . Oversees trade agreements and negotiations to facilitate international trade.
Enforces laws and regulations related to commerce and industry.

Provides support and guidance to businesses for export promotion and market

Conducts inspections and audits to ensure compliance with trade and industrial access

standards. Regulatory Framework

Formulates policies to encourage investment and create a conducive business

Implements measures to combat unfair trade practices and ensure fair competition. environment.

Resolves disputes and complaints related to trade and industry. Facilitates the development of industrial infrastructure and promotes industrialization.

Monitors and regulates consumer protection and fair trade practices.
Establishes partnerships with private sector entities, industry associations, and trade
unions.

Organizes trade fairs, exhibitions, and business conferences to promote exports and
attract foreign investments.

Engages in public-private dialogue and consultation to address industry-related
issues.

Partnerships

Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Implements trade facilitation measures to streamline customs procedures and reduce
trade barriers.

Trade Promotion

Collaborates with research institutions and universities to promote research and
development in commerce and industry.

Provides financial assistance and incentives to promote exports and increase
competitiveness.

Contributes to economic growth through the promotion of trade and industrial
activities.

Encourages the development of manufacturing industries and promotes innovation

Generates employment opportunities by fostering the development of businesses and and technology adoption.

industries.

Economic Impact Supports the establishment of industrial parks, special economic zones, and

Attracts foreign direct investments and enhances the competitiveness of domestic industrial clusters.

companies.

Industrial Development

Implements policies to promote small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and

Facilitates the diversification of the economy and reduces dependence on specific entrepreneurship

sectors.

Collaborates with international organizations and foreign governments to enhance

Continues to adapt and evolve in response to emerging global trends and challenges. trade and economic relations.

Emphasizes digital transformation and the adoption of new technologies. Participates in forums and dialogues to exchange views and experiences on

commerce and industry.

International Cooperation

Future Outlook

Focuses on sustainable development and green initiatives in commerce and industry.

Strengthens partnerships and collaborations to foster economic resilience and Engage§ in capac_ity—building programs and technical assistance initiatives for
competitiveness. developing countries.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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SISFS aims to promote innovation and job creation in the startup ecosystem.

It will help startups overcome early-stage financial hurdles and stimulate their growth.

The scheme will create a robust ecosystem for nurturing startups and supporting

The objective of Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) is to provide financial
their long-term sustainability.

Key features and benefits of SISFS Introduction to Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) supportlo startups In fheir early stages.

It will facilitate access to funding, mentoring, and networking opportunities for
startups.

The scheme aims to promote entrepreneurship and nurture innovative ideas.

The scheme encourages participation from women entrepreneurs, SC/ST
entrepreneurs, and entrepreneurs from rural areas.

Startups can apply online through the Startup India portal. Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS)
These criteria include innovation, scalability, potential for social impact, and The selection process involves evaluation by an expert committee based on App“catlon RIOCS and selection criteria for SISFS

feasibility of the business model. predefined criteria.

They should be incorporated as private limited companies or registered as

Startups recognized by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade partnerships or limited liability partnerships.
(DPIIT) are eligible.

The startup should be working towards creating innovative products, services, or
processes.

Eligibility criteria for availing benefits under SISFS

Startups should have a maximum age limit of 2 years from the date of incorporation. Relaxation of up to 3 years is provided for startups in the biotechnology sector.

The Seed Fund will provide financial support to startups for proof of concept,
The Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) aims to provide financial support and prototype development, product trials, market entry, and scaling up.

encourage innovation in early-stage startups.

. . The scheme will offer grants ranging from INR 5 lakh to INR 20 lakh per startup.
Funding and support provided under SISFS g 9ng P P

The scheme will play a crucial role in fostering the growth of the startup ecosystem

. . . The funding will be provided in two installments based on milestones achieved.
and promoting entrepreneurship in India.

Startups will receive 80% of the sanctioned amount as the first installment.

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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. - They have more assets abroad than foreign assets in their territory
Definition and characteristics Countries with positive net international investment position <

They are lenders to debtor nations

Balance of power in international finance

Influence on international economic policies Impact on global economy
Global financial stability

Income from foreign investments
Economic benefits {

: _ _ Increased influence in global financial markets
Importance of being a creditor nation

. . Exposure to the performance and stability of debtor nations
Credltor nat|ons Potential risks and challenges {
Encouraging domestic savings

Vulnerability to currency exchange rate fluctuations
Promoting foreign investment and trade

Strategies for maintaining creditor nation status

Engaging in currency management and diversification

Large foreign exchange reserves
China <
Major holder of US government debt

: . Significant net foreign assets
Examples of creditor nations Japan <

Dominant investor in international financial markets

Strong export-oriented economy
Germany <
High levels of foreign assets

Rilacademy = India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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To find coordinated and sustainable solutions to the payment difficulties faced by

Established in 1956 debtor countries

Through debt rescheduling and restructuring agreements

Such as the United States, Germany, France, Japan, and others

An informal group of creditor countries Comprised mainly of Western countries <

Represents over 20 major economies

Such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank

Does not provide funds or loans directly to debtor
countries

To negotiate with debtor countries

> But works closely with international financial institutions Operates as a forum for creditor countries <

To coordinate their efforts and policies And reach agreements on debt repayment

In order to support economic and social development in debtor countries

Helping them stabilize their economies and promote growth

Has provided debt relief to numerous countries
Highly indebted poor countries > Has played a significant role in resolving debt crises The Paris Club

By reducing debt burdens
> Notable cases include debt relief for

a Helps countries facing temporary or longer-term financial difficulties

Middle-income countries facing financial challenges And providing debt relief measures

Encourages debtor countries to implement economic reforms To restore sustainability and avoid future debt crises

Discussing and negotiating debt issues with debtor countries

Continues to operate today

Adapting its approaches to address evolving global economic challenges Level and terms of debt repayment

Debt reduction or cancellation

Issues discussed include
Rescheduling of debt payments

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal condiions for graning debtrefiet
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The G-7 faces criticism for its limited membership and lack of diversity. The G-7 countries are a group of advanced economies.

. . . . - . They meet annually to discuss economic and political issues.
Emerging economies argue for inclusion in decision-making processes.

Criticisms and Challenges Introduction

Some question the effectiveness and relevance of the G-7 in a changing world. The members of the G-7 are the United States, UK, Canada, France, Germany, ltaly,

and Japan.

The G-7 works closely with other international organizations.

They collaborate with the G-20, IMF, World Bank, and WTO. Relationship with Other Organizations G-7 countries
The G-7 often sets the agenda for global economic discussions.

The G-7 countries work together to promote economic growth and stability.

Economic Cooperation They coordinate policies on trade, investment, and finance.

They aim to reduce barriers and create a fair global trading system.

The G-7 countries play a crucial role in shaping global economic and political

The G-7 countries have significant political influence on global affairs.
outcomes.
Despite challenges and criticisms, they continue to be influential in driving global > Political Influence They discuss international security, conflicts, and human rights issues.
cooperation.

They often issue joint statements and take collective action.

Ritacademy:- India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Implementation of national climate policies and plans
Joint research and development initiatives on renewable energy
Support for developing countries in climate adaptation and mitigation efforts

Established in response to the urgent need for global action on climate change
Advocacy for global climate agreements and international cooperation Backg round

A coalition of countries committed to tackling climate change collectively

Strengthened global response to climate change by pooling resources and

knowledge Reduce greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate climate change

Promote clean and sustainable energy sources

International Cllmate CIUb ] Enhance climate resilience and adaptation measures

Enhanced diplomatic relations and cooperation among member countries .
Benefits
Economic opportunities in clean energy and sustainable technologies

Improved public health and quality of life through reduced pollution and enhanced Foster international cooperation and knowledge sharing

resilience

Open to countries willing to prioritize climate action

Continued expansion of the International Climate Club membership . . . i L .
Me mbershlp Commitment to setting ambitious emission reduction targets

Increased collaborations with other global climate initiatives
Regular meetings and collaborations to exchange expertise and best practices

Advancement of innovative solutions for a low-carbon future Future Outlook

Influence on international climate negotiations and agreements

Contribution to a sustainable and resilient world for future generations R | |academy - Ind Ia.S MOSt POpUIar U PSC‘CSE POFta|
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Aims: Collect intelligence, disrupt their activities, and eliminate threats
Target: Al-Qaeda and Taliban fighters <
Approach: Conducting military operations and engaging with local communities

Participants: United States Armed Forces and NATO allies
Objective: Counterterrorism mission in Eastern Operation Start: Launched in 2006 by Coalition Forces <

Afghanistan Duration: Ongoing
1. Establishing relationships with tribal leaders and local authorities 9

1. Capture and elimination of high-value targets
2. Conducting joint operations with Afghan National Security Forces Local En gagement

_ 2. Destruction of terrorist training camps and infrastructure
3. Delivering humanitarian aid and development projects Key Achievements

Operation Dost

3. Disruption of enemy communication networks

4. Promotion of stability and security in the region
1. Gradual transition of security responsibilities to Afghan forces

2. Continued cooperation between international partners Future Outlook

1. Geographical complexity of the region

\\ - 2. Difficulties in distinguishing between friendly and enemy forces
\

3. Insurgent attacks and improvised explosive devices (IEDs)

3. Efforts to prevent terrorist groups from regaining strength
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PKK attacks in Turkey and Syria.
} Kurdish insurgency
Turkish military operations against the PKK.

Syria's relationship with Iran and Russia.
} Alignment with opposing sides
Turkey's alliance with the United States and NATO.

Regional dynamics
Syrian and Turkish support for different factions in the conflict.
} Competing interests

Geopolitical rivalry.

ISIS activities in Syria.
>— Terrorism
Turkish efforts to combat terrorism.
Security threats

Current challenges

Syria and Turkey

Syrian peace process.
> Peace talks
Turkish role in negotiations.

Political resolution
Collaboration for stability.
} Diplomatic efforts

Creation of a safe zone in northern Syria.

Reconstruction assistance from Turkey.

Rebuilding Syria Future prospects
Economic opportunities for both countries.

Joint efforts to combat terrorism.
} Border security
Cooperation on intelligence sharing.

Increased trade and investments.
> Economic integration
Infrastructure projects connecting the two countries.

Long-term cooperation

Historical relationship

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Syria was part of the Ottoman Empire.
Ottoman Empire {
Turkish influence in Syria.

French control over Syria.
French Mandate {
Turkish resistance.

Dispute over ownership.
Hatay Province

Turkish annexation.
Border disputes

Turkish military operations in Syria.
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)

Syrian support for PKK.

Support for rebel groups.
Turkish involvement

Military intervention.
Syrian Civil War

Turkish acceptance of Syrian refugees.
Refugee crisis
Strained relations due to large number of refugees.

Bilateral trade agreements.
Trade relations

Turkish investments in Syria.
Economic ties

Oil and gas pipelines.
Energy cooperation

Joint energy projects.
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Partnering with NGOs and civil society organizations to provide education, vocational

training, and other support to affected individuals. Definition and historical context

Solutions and initiatives

Promoting the use of technology and mechanized sanitation systems to eliminate the
need for manual scavenging.

Hazards and health risks

International organizations and human rights groups have recognized the need to
address manual scavenging as a global issue.

Global perspective and support

Collaboration and sharing of best practices can help achieve a world free from this
degrading practice.

Empowering and uplifting the marginalized communities involved in manual

scavenging is crucial.

Empowering affected communities
Providing education, skill development, and equal opportunities can break the cycle Le g al and p oli cy framework

of oppression.

Eradicating manual scavenging requires concerted efforts from governments,
organizations, and society as a whole.

Challenges and barriers

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

By addressing the systemic causes and providing holistic support, we can work
towards a just and inclusive society.

Manual scavenging Violation of human rights

Manual scavenging refers to the practice of manually cleaning and disposing of
human excrement and other waste materials.

This inhumane practice has existed for centuries and is closely linked to India's caste
system.

Manual scavenging poses grave risks to the health and well-being of those involved.

Workers are exposed to toxic gases, harmful pathogens, and physical injuries.

Manual scavenging is a stark violation of human rights and dignity.

It perpetuates social discrimination and reinforces caste-based oppression.

Various legislations and policies have been enacted to abolish manual scavenging.

The Indian government has enacted laws and initiatives to provide alternative
livelihoods and rehabilitate affected communities.

Despite legal provisions, manual scavenging still persists due to deep-rooted social
norms and lack of enforcement.

Proper implementation of laws and raising awareness are essential for eradicating
this practice.
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Improved sanitary conditions and public health outcomes. Introduction It aims to improve sanitation conditions and promote cleanliness across the country.

NAMASTE is a national initiative in India focused on mechanized sanitation.

Safeguarding the rights and dignity of sanitation workers. This in_itia_tive ailms.to addre_ss the challenges related to manual scavenging and
unhygienic sanitation practices.
Reduction in water and soil contamination. The implementation of NAMASTE offers several benefits, including Benefits

Enhanced quality of life and well-being of communities. oo . . . - .
Eliminating manual scavenging and promoting mechanized sanitation techniques.
Economic opportunities through the mechanized sanitation sector. . . ) .
Ensuring the safe collection, transportation, and disposal of human waste.
The main objectives of NAMASTE are

Increasing access to clean and hygienic toilets for all households.
Limited awareness and resistance to change: Conducting targeted awareness

campaigns and mobilizing community participation. & Creating awareness about the importance of sanitation and hygiene.

Availability of proper infrastructure: Collaborating with local authorities for N ation a| ACtion for MeCh an ized S anitation

infrastructure development. . . . o
NAMASTE faces various challenges that are being addressed through Challenges and Solutions Ecosystem (NAMASTE) Adoption of modern technologies for mechanized sanitation.
Skilled human resources: Providing training and capacity building programs for Capacity building and training of sanitation workers
sanitation workers. p 9 g .
Sustainability of the program: Ensuring maintenance and effective operation of Implementation NAMASTE emphasizes on the following implementation strategies Collaboration with local authorities, NGOs, and stakeholders.

sanitation facilities. Integration of waste management systems for efficient disposal.

Monitoring and evaluation of the program's impact.
NAMASTE plays a crucial role in transforming the sanitation scenario in India.

It aims to create a sustainable and hygienic environment for all citizens. Sanitation infrastructure development.

Through its comprehensive approach, NAMASTE strives to eradicate manual

Procurement and deployment of mechanized sanitation equipment.
scavenging and promote mechanized sanitation practices nationwide.

Key Components NAMASTE comprises the following key components Rehabilitation and skill development of manual scavengers.

Community engagement and behavior change campaigns.

R| |acad emy B I N d Ia,s M OSt PO pu I ar U PSC—CSE PO rtal Research and innovation for sustainable sanitation solutions.
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Simulate seizing and securing hostile beachheads
} Amphibious assault exercises

Coordinate landing forces with naval and air support

Aims to enhance cooperation and readiness
Conducted by United States, South Korea, and Japan <

Focuses on maritime security in the Pacific region

Practice detecting and neutralizing enemy submarines S
> Anti-submarine warfare drills Notable activities
Utilize advanced sonar and surveillance technology
Enhance combat readiness and effectiveness

} Tactical maneuvers and live-fire exercises
Evaluate interoperability and communication capabilities

Joint military exercise
Held annually since 2004

Train together in realistic scenarios
Navies, air forces, and special operations forces {

Participating forces Practice joint amphibious operations

Share tactics, techniques, and procedures
Reinforce deterrence against North Korea

Exercise Sea Dragon

Respond to China's military build-up and assertiveness

Regional implications

Strengthen alliances and partnerships in the Asia-Pacific

Off the coast of South Korea and Japan
Conducted in Pacific waters and coastal regions <

Geograph ical scope Involves exercises in the East China Sea

Includes various training areas
Continued importance of Exercise Sea Dragon

Potential expansion to involve other regional allies

Future prospects

Foster interoperability among the three nations
Adaptation to evolving security challenges and technologies

Key objectives

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Enhance maritime security and stability

Demonstrate commitment to allies and deter potential threats



|AS Gold Prelims Portal | | o | |
India: Located in South Asia with the Indian Ocean to the south, the Arabian Sea to

the southwest, and the Bay of Bengal to the southeast.

India: Rich cultural heritage with diverse languages, religions, music, dance, art, and
cuisine.

Geography USA: Situated in North America, bordered by Canada to the north and Mexico to the
south. Surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the

west.

USA: Melting pot of cultures, known for its cultural diversity, including contributions
from various immigrant communities.

India: Ancient civilization dating back thousands of years, known for Indus Valley india: S g ) | v inth d with 13 bill I
ndia: Second-most populous country in the world with over 1.3 billion people.

Civilization, Mauryan and Gupta Empires, and Mughal rule. :
Y pia =mp 9 Population

USA: Native American civilizations before European colonization, colonization by USA: Third-most populous country in the world with approximately 331 million people.
European powers, and the development of a democratic nation. .
India and USA

India: Fast-growing economy, characterized by service industries, agriculture, and

India: Emphasizes on education, with a growing number of educational institutions manufacturing sectors.
and a focus on STEM fields. USA: Largest economy in the world, driven by a diverse range of industries including
finance, technology, and manufacturing.

USA: Renowned for its higher education system, with prestigious universities and

colleges attracting students from around the world.

defense ties, and people-to-people exchanges.

India: Federal parliamentary democratic republic with a President as the head of
state and a Prime Minister as the head of government.

India and USA: Bilateral relationship characterized by strategic cooperation, trade, Relations N ) I l . o T
: Federal presidential constitutional republic, with a President as both the head o
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Article 371A is a constitutional provision that grants special provisions to the state of
Nagaland in India.

Background

It was inserted into the Constitution in 1963 to protect the Naga people's religious and
social practices, customary laws, and the ownership and transfer of land.

Article 371A provides several special provisions exclusively for Nagaland.
There have been debates regarding the effectiveness of Article 371A in achieving its

N It safeguards the Naga people's religious or social practices, including their
objectives.

customary law and procedure.
Some argue that it has led to a sense of isolation and separatism within Nagaland. Criticism and debates

It gives the state legislature the power to enact laws related to the ownership and
transfer of land and its resources.

. | . . It allows the Nagaland state government to frame rules for admission to educational
Article 371A of the Indian Constitution institutions funded by the state.

It provides for the establishment of a separate department for the welfare of the Naga
tribes in the state.

Others believe that it has provided necessary protections to the Naga people,
preserving their unique identity and culture.

Article 371A of the Indian Constitution plays a crucial role in safeguarding the rights
and interests of the Naga people in Nagaland.

It acknowledges their unique history, culture, and traditions, and provides them with
special provisions to protect their identity and promote their welfare.

It enables the Naga people to protect their language, culture, and traditions.

Article 371A provides autonomy to the state of Nagaland and safeguards the rights
and interests of the Naga people.

It acknowledges the unique history, culture, and identity of the Nagas.

It helps in preserving and promoting the traditional practices and customs of the

Implications and significance Naga tribes.

It ensures the participation of the Naga people in the decision-making process
related to land ownership, resources, and educational institutions.

It promotes peace and stability in Nagaland by addressing the concerns of the Naga

Rnacademy - India’'s Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal communtyy.
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Capital: Kohima
State in northeastern India <
Known as the "Land of Festivals"

Nagaland
Borders Myanmar
Known for their unique traditions, festivals, and handicrafts Located in the Patkai range of hills <
Surrounded by Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, and Manipur
Both states have been included in the "Seven Sisters" of India's northeastern region
Nagaland and Mizoram have distinct identities and rich .
Tourism is an important industry in both states, attracting visitors with their natural g . Nagaland and Mizoram , ,
: cultural heritage Capital: Aizawl
beauty and diverse culture , )
State in northeastern India . . .
Face challenges such as insurgency, economic development, and infrastructure Known for its beautiful landscapes and vibrant culture
Government efforts to promote peace and development are underway improvement

Borders Myanmar and Bangladesh
Located in the eastern part of the country {

Surrounded by Manipur, Assam, and Tripura

Mizo people are the predominant ethnic group
Official language is Mizo {
Rich in natural resources such as bamboo and timber

Practice Christianity as the major religion

Rilacademy,- India’s Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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Uniform Civil Code in Countries like France and Turkey Definition and Purpose of Uniform Civil Code

Comparison with International Examples | ;
. . : ntroduction
Lessons and Insights from International Experiences Historical Context and Need for Uniform Civil Code in India

Political Resistance and Opposition Lack of Uniform Civil Code in India's Legal System

Challenges and Roadblocks to Implementing Uniform
Civil Code

- Current Status of Uniform Civil Code in India
Legal and Constitutional Issues Personal Laws and Their Impact on Indian Society

Sensitivity and Complexity of Family Laws
U nlform CIVII COde Gender Equality and Women's Rights

Public Discourse and Consensus Building Argu ments For Uniform Civil Code Social Harmony and National Integration

Harmonization and Codification of Personal Laws Steps Towards Implementing Uniform Civil Code Simplification and Standardization of Laws

Gradual and Phased Implementation

Preservation of Cultural and Religious Diversity

Importance of Uniform Civil Code for India's Progress Argu ments Agai nst Uniform Civil Code Fear of Minority Marginalization

\ I nd Ia,S M OSt Popu I ar U PSC—CSE Portal Practical Challenges in Implementing Uniform Civil Code

Way Forward and Potential Benefits of Implementing Uniform Civil Code

lacademy:
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Lindsay Hoyle (Deputy Speaker in the UK House of Commons)
Eleanor Laing (Deputy Speaker in the UK House of Commons) Examples of Deputy Speakers Assisting the Speaker of the House

Tan Chuan-Jin (Deputy Speaker in the Parliament of Singapore) Role and responsibilities Presiding over debates and maintaining order in the House

Managing and approving parliamentary procedures
Balancing impartiality and party loyalty

Managing heated debates and conflicts Challenges faced Elected by Members of Parliament

Handling complex procedural matters Typically a member from the ruling party or coalition

Appointment process

Deputy Speaker

Requires knowledge of parliamentary rules and procedures

Increased visibility and influence in Parliament

Advantages of the position

Opportunities for career advancement . S
Enforcing rules and maintaining decorum

Duties during debates Calling upon MPs to speak

Keeping time and ensuring fair participation

Generally abstain from voting . .
Deputy Speaker's voting rights

Only cast vote in case of tie-breaker situations

Overseeing the House of Commons staff

Representing the House in official events Administrative responsibilities

o e Spesrerndoher s Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal
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The members of Lok Sabha are representatives of the Indian states and union
territories.

i . It is composed of members who are elected by the people of India. {
The Lok Sabha is the lower house of the Parliament of

India.

They serve a term of five years.
Lok Sabha has the power to make laws and pass legislations.

The party or coalition of parties that has the majority in Lok Sabha forms the Lok Sabha has a significant role in the formation of the

overnment.
° feredi] ment. Members of Lok Sabha address the concerns and interests of their constituents.

It debates and discusses important national issues. {
They participate in debates on various topics like budget, policies, and bills.

Lok Sabha Lok Sabha plays a crucial role in the functioning of the

Indian democracy. Lok Sabha also has the authority 1o initiat the i N et
Lok Sabha is an essential pillar of Indian democracy, P?esiS;ebntao?ls;\odia?St e authority to initiate the impeachment process against the

ensuring the representation and aspirations of the

people.
The Speaker is responsible for maintaining order and discipline in the house.

The Speaker of Lok Sabha preS|des over the sessions. The Speaker represents the house in its relations with the President and the Rajya

Rilacademy:- lndia's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal Sabha (upper house).
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The interception or monitoring must be done in a way that does not unnecessarily

. X . Section 69(A) empowers the government to intercept and monitor electronic data.
interfere with privacy.

It applies to situations where it is necessary for the security or sovereignty of the

Scope of Section 69(A) country.

The identity of the person carrying out the interception or monitoring must not be

Privacy safeguards

disclosed.
_ _ _ _ It allows interception or monitoring of information transmitted through any computer
The intercepted or monitored information must be used only for the purpose resource.
specified in the order.
. . , . o L . . The government may direct any agency to intercept or monitor electronic data.
Failure to comply with the interception or monitoring order can result in imprisonment Section 69( A) of the Information

and/or fine. . . . . . . . The agency must have the required technical capability to carry out such
Non-compliance and penalties Technology Act Implementing interception and monitoring interception or monitoring,
Non-compliance by an agency can result in the withdrawal of its authorization.

The agency must be authorized by the government to do so.

Interception or monitoring can only be done if it is necessary for national security.

It must be done with due regard to privacy and in accordance with the procedure
prescribed by law.

The government must issue a written order for interception or monitoring.

Limitations on interception and monitoring

Procedure for interception and monitoring The order must specify the duration for which interception or monitoring is required.

Rllacademy \ Indla'S MOSt Popular UPSC-CSE Portal The order must be reviewed by a Review Committee within 7 working days.

It cannot be used for conducting surveillance on an individual's activities in general.
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Pension Fund Managers (PFMs) Definition of National Pension Systems (NPS)

Introduction

Investment strategies and performance tracking Performance and Management Purpose and importance of NPS

Monitoring and oversight by regulatory authorities

Mandatory participation

Lack of awareness and understanding Contribution schemes

Key Features

Volatility of investment returns Investment options

Challenges and Concerns

Adequacy of retirement income Retirement benefits

Inclusion of informal sector workers

Eligible participants

Public provident fund (PPF) Enrollment process

) ) Eligibility and Enroliment
Employee Provident Fund (EPF) Comparison with Other Retirement Plans National Pension SVStems (NPS)

Contribution requirements

Social Security schemes in other countries Withdrawal options

Expansion and improvements in NPS Government sector NPS

Increasing coverage and participation Corporate sector NPS

Types of NPS

Reforms and Future Outlook

Enhanced portability and flexibility All Citizen model NPS

Digitalization and technology advancements Altal Pension Yojana (APY)

Importance of National Pension Systems (NPS) for financial security Long-term savings and weaith creation

Need for continued promotion and development of NPS Tax benefits and deductions

Benefits of NPS

Flexibility in choosing investment options

Riidcademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal reaiarincome postretement



It works towards expanding the coverage and improving the efficiency of pension
schemes.

It explores new avenues and opportunities for pension fund investments.

PFRDA encourages digitization and online services for pension subscribers.

It works in coordination with the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of
India (IRDAI).

PFRDA also collaborates with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) for

This ensures a holistic approach towards pension regulation in India.
regulatory purposes.

PFRDA ensures that pension funds are managed in a secure and prudent manner.
It takes action against any violation or misconduct by pension fund managers.

PFRDA maintains a grievance redressal mechanism for pension subscribers to
address their complaints.

It plays a significant role in promoting a sustainable pension system

PFRDA's initiatives aim to ensure a comfortable retirement for individuals in India

> PFRDA promotes innovation and technological advancements in the pension sector.

}
}

> It conducts regular audits and inspections of pension fund managers. }

PFRDA plays a crucial role in the development and
growth of pension funds in India.

PFRDA collaborates with other regulatory authorities
and stakeholders to strengthen the pension sector.

PFRDA enforces strict compliance with regulations and
acts as a watchdog for the pension sector.

PFRDA's efforts contribute to the overall financial

stability and social security in India.
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Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA)

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

PFRDA is the governing body for pension funds in
India.

PFRDA is responsible for the implementation of the
National Pension System (NPS) in India.

PFRDA promotes awareness and education about

pension schemes in India.

PFRDA continuously monitors and evaluates the

performance of pension fund managers.

It was established in 2003 by the Indian government.

It aims to protect the interests of pension subscribers.
PFRDA's primary objective is to promote and regulate the pension sector in India. <
PFRDA is responsible for formulating policies and regulations for pension funds.

PFRDA is empowered to regulate and oversee all pension fund managers in India.

It aims to provide income security to individuals after retirement.

NPS is a voluntary retirement savings scheme introduced by the Indian government. {
NPS offers various investment options and choices for subscribers.

PFRDA ensures the smooth functioning and operational efficiency of the NPS.

It organizes pension awareness campaigns and workshops.
PFRDA conducts various initiatives to create awareness and educate the public. <
PFRDA collaborates with other stakeholders to reach a wider audience.

PFRDA strives to make pension schemes accessible to all sections of society.

PFRDA ensures transparency and accountability in the pension sector.
It sets benchmarks and standards for the management of pension funds. <
It monitors the investment performance and risk management of pension funds.

PFRDA takes corrective actions if any pension fund manager fails to comply with
regulations.
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Air Space refers to the designated area above a country's land and water territory

Definition and boundaries of Air Space

It is a sovereign right of the country to exercise control over its Air Space
Establishing rules and regulations for Air Space usage
} National airspace authorities responsible for Air Space administration
Issuing permits and licenses for aviation activities within the Air Space
Management and control of Air Space Monitoring and controlling incoming and outgoing air traffic
Protection of national security and defense capabilities
} Collaboration with international organizations for harmonized airspace management Identifying and intercepting potential threats or unauthorized aircraft

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

Ensuring safe and efficient air traffic flow Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSPs)
Regulating and managing air traffic movements within the Air Space

. X Facilitating safe and efficient civil aviation operations
A|r Space Qf a cou ntry Implementing air traffic control systems and procedures Enforcing flight regulations and ensuring compliance

Coordinating with relevant authorities during emergencies or incidents

Adopting advanced technology for enhanced surveillance and threat detection
> Balancing security concerns and airspace accessibility

Cooperation with neighboring countries for cross-border airspace management Enabling search and rescue operations

Conducting air surveillance for swift response and assistance
Developing regulations and frameworks for safe and controlled drone usage
} Integration of unmanned aerial systems (drones) into Air Space operations Challenges and future developments
Incorporating drones in airspace management systems and procedures
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
Reducing carbon emissions and promoting cleaner technologies Air Space sovereignty and territorial rights governed by international law <

:>— Sustainable and eco-friendly aviation practices in the Air Space Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention)

International regulations and agreements

Managing noise pollution and minimizing environmental impact

Open Skies Agreement facilitating air travel between participating countries
Bilateral and multilateral agreements on Air Space utilization <

R | |acad e rny \ I N d Ia'S M OSt PO p U | ar U PSC B CS E PO I‘tal Military cooperation agreements for joint exercises and coordination



Establishes international standards and recommended practices
} Aviation safety
Conducts audits and inspections to ensure compliance
Develops and maintains global air traffic management systems and infrastructure
} Air navigation capacity and efficiency
Promotes harmonization of air traffic control procedures
Sets standards and regulations to prevent acts of unlawful interference
} Aviation security
Assists member states in implementing security measures
Develops policies and strategies to mitigate aviation's impact on the environment
} Environmental protection
Encourages the use of sustainable aviation fuels and technologies
Develops international agreements and treaties related to civil aviation
> Aviation law and regulations

Provides legal guidance to member states on aviation matters

Facilitates global air connectivity
Enhances aviation safety and security
Promotes sustainable and environmentally friendly aviation practices

Enables coordination and cooperation among member states

|AS Gold Prelims Portal

Key Functions of ICAO

International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO)

Significance of ICAO

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

Established in 1944 by the Chicago Convention

An intergovernmental organization A specialized agency of the United Nations

Headquarters located in Montreal, Canada

Promoting the safe and orderly development of international civil aviation

Ensuring the standards and regulations for aviation safety, efficiency, and
environmental protection

the Assembly
Consists of three main bodies the Council
the Secretariat

Comprised of representatives from member states
Assembl
y { Meets every three years to set the organization's global aviation policies and

standards

Structure of ICAO

Consists of 36 member states elected by the Assembly
Council Executes the policies and decisions made by the Assembly

Meets at least once a year

Headed by the Secretary General
Secretariat <
Responsible for implementing policies and administering the organization
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What is GeM Samvaad?

Facilitates two-way communication.
Itis a platform for direct interaction between buyers and sellers on the GeM portal. <

Discuss product specifications, pricing, etc. ) )
Aims to address queries and concerns of buyers and sellers.

} Buyers and sellers can initiate a chat session.

Seek clarifications on bidding processes. - .
Promotes transparency and efficiency in government procurement.

How GeM Samvaad works

They provide guidance and support if needed. GeM officials are also a part of the conversation.

Chat transcripts can be accessed for future reference.

Live chat facility for instant communication. Helps in resolving doubts and clarifying issues.

Accessible through both web and mobile platforms.
Improved customer satisfaction. Key features of GeM Samvaad
Provides real-time updates to users.

GeM Samvaad

Efficient dispute resolution. Success stories of GeM Samvaad .
Enables buyers and sellers to engage directly.

Faster decision-making.

Improved collaboration between buyers and sellers.

GeM Samvaad enhances communication and transparency in government

procurement, benefiting both buyers and sellers. Increased trust and transparency.

Benefits of GeM Samvaad Reduces response time for queries.

Enhances user experience on the GeM portal.

R“academy \ Indlals MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE POrtal Promotes fair competition and equal opportunities.



The app features a user-friendly interface with intuitive navigation.

It offers a seamless experience with quick loading times and efficient search

functionality. .
User Interface and Experience

UMANG App provides real-time updates and notifications for important government
announcements and services.

It allows users to provide feedback and rate the services for continuous improvement.

UMANG App aligns with the Indian government's initiatives towards digitalization and
e-governance.

It aims to provide citizens with a digital platform to access government services. o
Government Initiatives
The app contributes to the vision of a paperless and cashless society.

UMANG App supports various government programs like Digital India, Make in India,
and Skill India.

UMANG App revolutionizes the way citizens interact with the government by providing
a comprehensive platform for accessing various services.

It empowers individuals by simplifying government processes and promoting
transparency.

The app is a significant step towards achieving the vision of a digitally empowered
India.
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UMANG App (Unified Mobile Application for
New Age Governance)

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

UMANG App is a unified mobile application developed for new age governance in

India.

Introduction

Benefits and Advantages

It provides a single platform to access multiple government services on a smartphone.

UMANG App offers a wide range of government services across various sectors.

Users can access services like Aadhaar, PAN, passport, EPFO, GST, utility bill
payments, etc.

It allows users to avail of services 24/7 from anywhere in the country.
The app supports multiple languages for ease of use.

Users can personalize their profile and save favorite services for quick access.

UMANG App promotes convenience and accessibility by eliminating the need for
physical visits to government offices.

It saves time and effort as users can complete various government tasks online.

The app ensures transparency and reduces corruption by digitizing government
processes.

It provides a secure platform for accessing confidential personal information.

UMANG App contributes to the vision of Digital India by integrating government
services with technology.
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e E20 Fuel is a blend of gasoline and ethanol, containing approximately 20% ethanol.
Definition

It is a renewable and cleaner-burning fuel alternative to pure gasoline.

Reduced fuel efficiency: E20 fuel may have slightly lower fuel efficiency compared to

gasoline, resulting in slightly higher fuel consumption.
. . , . o ) ) . ) E20 fuel reduces greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution compared to traditional
Vehicle compatibility: Not all vehicles are designed to run on ethanol blends, so it is While E20 fuel offers environmental and energy security benefits, there are some Considerations gasoline.

important to check compatibility before using E20 fuel. considerations to keep in mind Environmental Benefits

The use of ethanol helps in reducing carbon dioxide emissions, a key contributor to

Ethanol production: The production of ethanol requires agricultural resources and climate change.

water, which should be managed sustainably.
E20 fuel promotes energy security by reducing dependence on fossil fuels.

Energy Securi
% Y Increased production and use of ethanol contribute to a more sustainable and

The use of ethanol as a fuel source is expected to grow in the future due to its diversified fuel supply.

renewable nature and environmental benefits. 4
. . . . Future Outlook E20 Fuel E20 fuel supports the agricultural sector by creating demand for ethanol, which is
Continued research and development aims to improve ethanol production processes ue produced from crops such as corn, sugarcane, or sorghum.

and make it more cost-effective. Agricultural Development
This can lead to increased income and employment opportunities in rural

communities.

E20 fuel offers a renewable and cleaner-burning fuel option compared to traditional

gasoline.

. ) . . E20 fuel can be used in flex-fuel vehicles (FFVs) designed to run on high ethanol
Its use promotes environmental benefits, energy security, and agricultural blends.

development.

E20 Fuel Compatibility

Certain non-flex-fuel vehicles may also be compatible, but it is important to check the
vehicle's manufacturer recommendations before using E20 fuel.

Considerations such as vehicle compatibility and fuel efficiency should be taken into
account before using E20 fuel.

The future outlook for ethanol as a fuel source is promising, with ongoing efforts to

enhance production processes. The availability of E20 fuel may vary depending on the region or country.

Availability and Distribution

It can be found at selected gas stations or fueling stations that offer ethanol blends.
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Ethanol is a clear, colorless liquid with a strong odor.

It is also known as ethyl alcohol or grain alcohol. <
Itis highly flammable and evaporates quickly.

Ethanol is a type of alcohol.

Ethanol is commonly used as a fuel and solvent.

Moderate consumption of ethanol may have cardiovascular benefits. Ethanol consu mption can have both positive and

However, excessive consumption can lead to alcohol-related problems such as negative effects on the human body_
addiction and liver damage.

Yeast is often used to carry out the fermentation process.
Fermentation is a process that converts sugars into alcohol. { _ .
Ethanol can be produced through fermentation. During fermentation, yeast consumes sugars and produces ethanol as a byproduct.
EtharIOI Ethanol can also be produced through chemical reactions.

Ethanol can be blended with gasoline to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Itis commonly used as a biofuel. <

It is important to consume ethanol in moderation and be aware of its potential risks.

In conclusion, ethanol is a versatile alcohol that has
various uses and can be produced through

fermentation or chemical reactions. It is commonly used
Many countries have implemented mandates for the use of ethanol in gasoline.

as a fuel, solvent, and ingredient in alcoholic
beverages. However, its consumption should be
moderated to avoid negative health effects.

It serves as the primary ingredient in beer, wine, and spirits.

Ethanol has various uses and applications. Ethanol is also used in the production of alcoholic beverages. <

Ethanol contributes to the intoxicating effects of alcoholic drinks.

Additionally, ethanol is used as a solvent in industries such as pharmaceuticals and
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Aimed to achieve fullimmunization coverage across the country
Launched in 2014 <

Focused on reaching all unvaccinated and partially vaccinated children

Identified 201 high-priority districts for the first phase
Implemented in phases <
Later expanded to cover more districts

Diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, polio, measles, tuberculosis, and hepatitis B

Intensified efforts to immunize children against seven vaccine-preventable diseases <
Vaccines provided free of cost at government health centers

Government of India's immunization program Intensive planning and micro-planning

Tracking of pregnant women and children through health registries
Strategies used to improve immunization coverage Strengthening routine immunization services
Mobilizing frontline health workers for effective implementation
Conducting regular monitoring and supervision
Significant increase in immunization coverage
Mission Indradhanush

Achievements of Mission Indradhanush Reduction in vaccine-preventable diseases

Improved health outcomes for children

Scaling up immunization activities to cover all children
Addressing gaps in communication and awareness

Future goals and challenges Ensuring equitable access to vaccines and immunization services

Strengthening health systems for sustainable impact
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PM-ABHIM involves collaboration with various stakeholders including state

governments, private sector, and community organizations. .
1. Collaborative Approach
This ensures effective and efficient implementation of the mission.

PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM) is a healthcare

Introduction initiative in India.

The mission receives financial support from the central and state governments.
> 2. Financial Support

Public-private partnerships are also encouraged to strengthen the healthcare

infrastructure. .
Implementation Strategy

Capacity building programs are being conducted to enhance the skills of healthcare

professionals. The mission aims to strengthen the healthcare infrastructure across the country.

3. Capacity Building

This enables efficient delivery of healthcare services. It focuses on the development of healthcare facilities in under-served areas.

Regular monitoring and evaluation of the mission's progress are carried out.
> 4. Monitoring and Evaluation

PM Ayus hman Bharat Health InfraStrUCture Health and Wellness Centers are being established as the foundation of primary
M iSS ion (PM'ABH IM) 1. Creation of Health and Wellness Centers healthcare.

These centers provide comprehensive healthcare services to the community.

This helps in identifying areas of improvement and ensuring accountability.

PM-ABHIM i ted to h ignificant i t on the health tor in India.
IS expecied fo have a signticant impact on fné healincare seclor in India District hospitals are being upgraded to provide advanced medical facilities.

It will improve access to quality healthcare services, especially in rural and under- 2. Upgradation of District Hospitals {

served areas. This helps in reducing the burden on tertiary care hospitals.

Public health labs are being strengthened to improve disease surveillance and

The mission will strengthen the healthcare infrastructure, leading to better healthcare i
detection.

outcomes. 3. Strengthening of Public Health Labs

Key Components

Overall, PM-ABHIM aims to ensure that every individual has access to affordable and This ensures timely and accurate diagnosis of diseases.

comprehensive healthcare services. Rural healthcare infrastructure is being improved to provide better access to

healthcare services.
4. Improvement of Rural Healthcare Infrastructure

This includes the construction and renovation of healthcare facilities in rural areas.

Urban healthcare infrastructure is being developed to cater to the growing healthcare
needs of urban areas.

5. Development of Urban Healthcare Infrastructure
This includes the construction of new hospitals and upgradation of existing ones.



The voltage-current characteristic of a diode is nonlinear and can be described using
the diode equation.

Diodes have a specific forward voltage drop and a reverse recovery time when
transitioning between conducting and non-conducting states.

Their performance depends on factors such as temperature, current, and maximum
ratings.

Circuit analysis techniques, such as Kirchhoff's laws and Ohm's law, can be applied
to analyze diode circuits.
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It is composed of a p-n junction where the flow of charge carriers is restricted.

A diode is a two-terminal electronic component that
allows current to flow only in one direction.

When a forward bias is applied across the diode, the positive voltage is applied to the
p-type side and the negative voltage to the n-type side.

This causes the holes and electrons to move towards the p-n junction.

Understanding the behavior and characteristics of

diodes is essential for designing and analyzing

electronic circuits. One common application is rectification, where AC voltage is converted into DC

voltage.

They are used as voltage regulators to maintain a constant voltage in a circuit.

Diodes have various app"cat'ons in electronic circuits. Diodes also play a crucial role in protection circuits, preventing excessive voltage or
current from damaging sensitive components.

Diodes

Light-emitting diodes (LEDs) are diodes that emit light when current passes through

In summary, diodes are electronic components that them

allow current to flow in one direction, with various

applications in electronic circuits. Understanding their
behavior and characteristics is crucial for circuit
design and analysis.

The most common type is the semiconductor diode, which is made of silicon or
germanium.

Schottky diodes have a lower forward voltage drop and faster switching speed than
the semiconductor diodes.

Different types of diodes exist for specific applications.

Zener diodes are designed to operate in the reverse breakdown region and are used
for voltage regulation.

Photodiodes are light-sensitive diodes that generate current in response to light.
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The p-n junction is formed by joining a p-type semiconductor and an n-type
semiconductor.

The p-type semiconductor has an excess of holes, and the n-type semiconductor has
an excess of electrons.
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Smartphones
Televisions Consumer electronics

Tablets

Applications of Micro-LED technology

Augmented reality and virtual reality Definition and basic concept

Introduction to Micro-LED technology

Automotive industry Advantages of Micro-LED technology

Manufacturing complexity

Devel t of Micro-LED technol Early research and innovation
. evelopment of Micro- echnolo
Cost considerations Challenges and limitations of Micro-LED technology Micro-LED teChnoIogy p o e

Integration and compatibility issues

Micro-LED pixels

Growth potential in various sectors Components of Micro-LED technology Micro-LED drivers

Future prospects and market trends of Micro-LED
technology

Emerging opportunities and investments Micro-LED backplanes

Competitive landscape in the industry
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ESIC is a statutory body established by the Indian government.

Introduction It is responsible for providing social security and health insurance to employees in
ESIC provides coverage for employees in various sectors. India.
It includes factories, shops, hotels, cinema halls, and educational institutions. ESIScheme Coverage
Both permanent and temporary employees are eligible for coverage. ESIC covers establishments with 10 or more employees.

Coverage and Benefits It provides medical, sickness, maternity, and other benefits to insured individuals.

ESIC ensures compliance with the ESI Act and regulations. Employees and employers contribute a percentage of wages towards the scheme.

It conducts inspections, inquiries, and takes legal actions for non-compliance. Compliance and Enforcement

Employers failing to fulfill their obligations may face penalties. ESIC operates a network of hospitals and dispensaries across the country.

Employees State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC)

Medical Services Insured individuals can avail free or subsidized medical services.

ESIC has introduced online services for registration, payment, and claims. Specialized medical treatment is also provided in tie-up hospitals.

It focuses on digital transformation and simplifying processes. Recent Initiatives
Mobile apps and online portals facilitate easy access to services. ESIC offers cash benefits for sickness, temporary disablement, and maternity.

Cash Benefits Sickness benefit covers wage replacement during certified illness.

ESIC aims to expand its coverage and improve healthcare infrastructure. Maternity benefit is provided to pregnant women for 26 weeks.

It plans to enhance services and streamline administrative processes. Future Scope

The organization seeks to provide better social security measures to employees. ESIC focuses on providing social security to insured individuals.

Social Secu rity Measures It offers benefits like unemployment allowance and pension.

R | |academy - | n d Ia,S M OSt PO pu I ar U PSC—CS E PO rtal Rehabilitation and vocational training programs are also implemented.
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Policies and programs
Role and responsibilities <
Legislation and regulation

Employment and Labour Market Development
Departments and agencies Employment Standards Branch
WorkSafeBC

Employment and job creation

Workplace safety and health
Key focus areas

Overview of Ministry of Labour and Employment Labour relations and standards

Social assistance and support

International labour standards

Workplace safety regulations International collaborations and partnerships Global employment issues

Occupational health and safety programs

Cooperation with other countries

WorkSafeBC

Workers' compensation claims Advancing workers' rights

Prevention of workplace injuries Promoting fair and equitable workplaces

Future goals and initiatives
Rehabilitation and return-to-work initiatives Enhancing social welfare programs

Continuous improvement and innovation

Ministry of Labour and Employment

This is a brief outline of the Ministry of Labour and
Employment, including its overview, role and
responsibilities, departments and agencies, key focus
areas, international collaborations, and future goals

Job creation strategies
Labour market analysis and research

Employment and Labour Market Development Skills development and training programs

and initiatives. It also provides an overview of the
Employment and Labour Market Development division,
the Employment Standards Branch, and WorkSafeBC,
highlighting their respective areas of focus and
programs.

Workforce planning and development

Employment services and supports

Employee rights and protections

Employment standards enforcement
Employment Standards Branch

Wage rates and working conditions

Complaint resolution and mediation
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PayPal

Stripe

Popular Payment Aggregators

Square

Adyen

Simplified payment options for online sho N A payment aggregator is a company or platform that enables merchants to accept
Y P ppers Definition multiple payment methods through a single integration.
Seamless checkout experiences E-commerce

Integration with popular e-commerce platforms

Centralized payment processing

Acceptance of mobile wallets and digital payment methods L .
Simplified integration process
Mobile Payments Key Features

In- h d frictionl t
fi-app purchiases and fricloniess payments Ability to accept various payment methods

Enhanced mobile security features )
Enhanced security measures

Increased conversion rates

Recurring payment management
Subscription billing and automatic renewals } Subscription Services Payment Aggregator

Customer retention and loyalty programs

Reduced operational complexities

Benefits for Merchants
Streamlined payment reconciliation

Transaction fees and pricing models Access fo a wider customer base
Supported payment methods and currencies : :
Considerations for Merchants

Compatibility with existing systems and software Merchants integrate their systems with the payment aggregator's platform

Customer support and dispute resolution mechanisms Customers select their preferred payment method at the checkout

The payment aggregator processes the payment and transfers funds to the

Integration with emerging payment technologies (e.g., blockchain, cryptocurrencies) merchant's account

Artificial intelligence-powered fraud detection and prevention
Expansion into global markets with localized payment options
Integration with social media and messaging platforms for seamless payments

Continuous improvement of user experiences and security measures
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Merchants can integrate the payment gateway into their website or application using

an Application Programming Interface (API).
API Integration

This allows for seamless communication between the merchant's platform and the

gateway, enabling the processing of payments. .
Integration A payment gateway is a technology that allows merchants to accept electronic

Payment gateway providers often offer pre-built plugins and extensions for popular e- payments from customers.

commerce platforms.

Definition

It acts as a virtual point of sale terminal that securely processes and authorizes

Plugins and Extensions
transactions between the customer, merchant, and the payment processor.

These plugins simplify the integration process and provide a ready-to-use solution for
merchants.

Merchants are redirected to a payment page hosted by the gateway provider to enter
their payment details.

Providing a seamless and secure payment experience encourages customers to

complete their purchases. Hosted Payment Gateways

The provider handles the entire payment process, ensuring the security of sensitive

Increased Sales Conversion
customer information.

A user-friendly payment gateway reduces cart abandonment and increases sales

conversion rates.
Merchants integrate the gateway into their own website or application, allowing

Payment gateways support multi-currency transactions, allowing merchants to accept customers to complete the payment on the merchant's platform.

payments from customers around the world. Self-Hosted Payment Gateways

This gives merchants more control over the payment experience and branding but

Global Reach
requires additional maintenance and security measures.

This expands the merchant's customer base and opens up opportunities for

international business. Benefits _ - . , : —
P ayme nt G ateW ay Payment information is entered directly on the merchant's website or application,

without redirection.

Direct Payment Gateways
This type of gateway requires merchants to handle the security and compliance

Payment gateways provide merchants with detailed transaction records and reports.
> Simplified Accounting and Reporting
requirements associated with handling customer payment data.

This simplifies accounting processes and provides insights into sales performance
and customer behavior.

By handling sensitive payment information, payment gateways reduce the risk of
fraud and data breaches for merchants.

Payment gateways use encryption and tokenization methods to ensure the secure

Enhanced Security
transmission of sensitive payment information.

Compliance with PCI DSS standards ensures the secure handling of customer data. .
Secure Data Transmission

This protects the data from being intercepted or accessed by unauthorized parties.

Gateways support various payment methods such as credit cards, debit cards, digital

Payment gateways charge transaction fees based on the volume and value of
wallets, and bank transfers.

processed transactions.
Transaction Fees
Merchants should consider the cost implications and compare fees among different

gateway providers.

Payment Method Support
They enable merchants to accept payments from customers using their preferred

payment method.

Payment gateways process transactions in real-time, providing immediate feedback
on the success or failure of a payment.

Considerations

Integrating a payment gateway requires technical knowledge and expertise.
> Integration Complexity
Real-Time Transaction Processing

Merchants should assess their own technical capabilities or seek professional

assistance for successful integration. This allows merchants to respond quickly to customer inquiries and manage their

. . . . . ) ) inventory effectively.
Reliable customer support is crucial when issues or questions arise with the payment

gateway. Gateways utilize fraud detection and prevention tools to minimize the risk of

Customer Support

. . fraudulent transactions.
Merchants should choose a gateway provider that offers responsive support to Fraud Prevention
ensure uninterrupted payment processing. These tools analyze transaction data and patterns to identify and flag potentially

fraudulent activities.



Influence of the Indian Evidence Act on the Indian legal system
Role of the Act in ensuring fair trial and justice

Challenges and debates surrounding certain provisions
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Introduction

Significance and Impact

e —

Indian Evidence Act of 1872

Background of the Indian Evidence Act

Enactment and historical significance

Classification of Indian evidence
Provisions regarding relevancy and admissibility of evidence

Types of evidence recognized in Indian law

Section 3: Interpretation of terms related to evidence
Section 4: Partition of relevance
Section 5: Evidentiary value of admissions
Section 6: Relevancy of facts forming part of the same transaction
| Section 7: Facts bearing on the probability of a fact in issue
| Section 8: Motive, preparation, and conduct as relevant facts
Section 9: Facts necessary to explain or introduce relevant facts
Section 10: Things said or done by conspirator in reference to common design

Section 11: When facts not otherwise relevant become relevant

Main Provisions of the Act ‘ Section 12: Accomplice as a competent witness
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Section 13: Exclusion of evidence to contradict answers to questions testing veracity
Section 14: Evidence of good character
Section 15: Facts bearing on question whether act was accidental or intentional
| Section 16: Existence of course of business when relevant
Section 17: Admission as to the crime when relevant
Section 18: Statements made under special circumstances
Section 19: Judgments of courts of justice when relevant
Section 20: Admissions in civil cases when relevant

Section 21: Proof of admissions against persons making them, and by or on their
behalf
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Sealed Cover Jurisprudence refers to a legal concept where certain sensitive

Courts carefully examine the necessity, relevance, and proportionality of using documents or evidences are presented to the court in a sealed cover

sealed covers.

Definition and Background

These sealed documents are not disclosed to the parties involved in the case and are
kept confidential.

The use of SCJ is governed by specific legal provisions and procedures. Legal Framework and Procedures
Parties may be allowed limited access to redacted versions of sealed documents to

ensure a fair trial.

Different jurisdictions may have varying approaches and safeguards regarding SCJ. SCJ is employed to protect sensitive information related to national security, public

CS:CE)UJ”E enSot unique to any particular legal system and finds relevance in numerous International P erspe ctives Purpose and Scope interest, or other compelling reasons.
It is a subject of ongoing debate and development in international legal forums. : urp P . ) - .
It enables the court to consider these documents without compromising their

confidentiality.
Sealed Cover Jurisprudence (SCJ)

. . . ) T L Examples include cases related to terrorism, espionage, or high-profile crimes.
Instances of SCJ SCJ has been u's_ed in various cases involving classified information, inteligence
reports, or sensitive material. It allows the court to make informed decisions based on all available evidence, while

ensuring national security.

Courts must weigh the rights of the accused, national security concerns, and the

principle of open justice. The key challenge lies in striking a balance between the need for transparency and Balancin g Interests
Ensuring fair proceedings while safeguarding classified information remains a protecting sensitive information.

delicate task.

Courts and lawmakers should continually reassess and refine the framework for SCJ

. . Critics argue that it may restrict the defense's ability to challenge the evidence or
to adapt to changing circumstances.

As technology and communication evolve, the relevance and complexity of SCJ will cross-examine witnesses effectively.

continue to evolve. Future Trends and Recommendations

SCJ has attracted criticism for potentially limiting the right to a fair trial and creating
an imbalance of power.

Criticisms and Concerns

Striking the right balance will require ongoing dialogues and engagement with
relevant stakeholders.

Concerns have been raised regarding scope creep and potential misuse of SCJ by

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal governments.



Responsibilities and functions of the Ministry

Construction and maintenance of healthcare facilities
Upgrading existing healthcare infrastructure Healthcare facilities and infrastructure development
Setting standards for healthcare facilities

Telehealth services and remote patient monitoring

Primary healthcare services

Health information systems and electronic health records Healthcare Infrastructure

Telemedicine and technology adoption
Promoting digital healthcare solutions

Training and development of healthcare professionals

Recruitment and deployment of medical personnel Human resources in healthcare

Addressing healthcare workforce shortages M . . .

inistry of Health and Family Welfare
Partnerships for sharing expertise and best practices
Joint research and collaboration in healthcare areas Collaborative initiatives with other countries and international organizations

Exchange programs for healthcare professionals

International Collaboration

Participation in global health conferences and fora

Support for international health development programs
Contribution to global health
Sharing healthcare resources and expertise

Representation in international health organizations

Family Welfare

Secondary and tertiary healthcare services

Disease control and prevention

Maternal and child health services

Women empowerment and gender equity

Formulating and implementing policies related to health and family welfare
Ensuring the availability and affordability of healthcare services
Promoting healthcare research and development

Monitoring and evaluating healthcare programs and initiatives

Locations and accessibility of primary healthcare centers
Services provided at primary healthcare centers

Healthcare professionals in primary healthcare

Hospitals and specialized medical centers
Specialty healthcare services

Role of tertiary care in complex medical cases
National programs for disease prevention and control
Vaccination campaigns and immunization programs

Public health awareness initiatives

Antenatal care and maternity services
Child healthcare and immunization programs
Ensuring safe motherhood
Family planning methods and counseling services

Access to contraceptives

Family planning and reproductive health services

Promoting reproductive health education
Population control measures
Initiatives for gender equality and women's rights
Support for women's health and well-being

Addressing violence against women



Significant reduction in tuberculosis prevalence and mortality rates

Improved treatment success rates

Achievements

Strengthened healthcare infrastructure for tuberculosis management

Limited awareness and stigma associated with tuberculosis
Co-infection with HIV/AIDS

Challenges

Multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB)

Inadequate funding and resources

Enhancing surveillance systems for better monitoring and evaluation
Strengthening collaboration with the private sector

Expanding access to newer diagnostic tools and treatment options Future Directions
Addressing social determinants of tuberculosis

Scaling up research and innovation for improved interventions

The National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) has made significant
progress in controlling tuberculosis in the country. However, continued efforts and
investment are required to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating this infectious
disease.
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National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme (NTEP)
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Introduction

Objectives

Strategies

Implementation

The National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) is a comprehensive
initiative aimed at eradicating tuberculosis in the country.

Enhancing case detection
Ensuring high-quality treatment and care

Reducing the burden of tuberculosis

Active case finding through health camps and community screening
Strengthening diagnostic facilities

Providing free and accessible treatment to all tuberculosis patients
Promoting awareness and preventive measures

Collaborating with stakeholders at various levels

The NTEP is implemented through a network of designated microscopy centers and
directly observed treatment centers.

Trained healthcare workers play a crucial role in the implementation of the program.

Treatment adherence is monitored through regular follow-ups and supervision.
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Aims and objectives of NCFFS

Introduction
Developmental areas covered by NCFFS

Experiential learning
Child-centric approach
Inquiry-based learning
Play-based learning

Project-based learning Pedagogical Approaches in NCFFS Key Principles of NCFFS

Inclusivity and diversity
Collaborative learning
Holistic development
Differentiated instruction

Stages of foundational learning
Teacher training and professional development

Organizational Structure of NCFFS Core subjects and learning areas
Curriculum planning and sequencing

Assessment and evaluation

National Curriculum Framework for the
Foundational Stage (NCFFS)

Teaching methodologies and strategies

Implementing NCFFS in Schools

Resources and materials .
Language and literacy
Parent and community involvement . -
Mathematical thinking

Cognitive development Scientific thinking
Addressing resource constraints

Creative thinking
Ensuring equitable access c | think

ritical thinking
Monitoring and evaluation Challenges and Way Forward G tor skill

ross motor skills
Continuous improvement and adaptation
Physical and motor development Fine motor skills
Collaboration and partnerships

Health and well-being
Self-awareness and self-regulation
Learning Domains in NCFFS
Social and emotional development Social awareness and relationships
Emotional well-being and resilience
Visual arts
Creative and aesthetic development Performing arts
Music and movement
Values and ethics education

Moral and ethical development Citizenship education

Environmental awareness
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Framework for school education in India

} National Curriculum Framework (NCF)
Focuses on inclusive education, child development, and pedagogical practices

Scholarship examination for high school students
} National Talent Search Examination (NTSE)
Identifies and nurtures talented students across different disciplines

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
Assesses learning levels of students in classes 3, 5, 8, and 10

Established in 1961

} National Achievement Survey (NAS)
Provides insights for improving the quality of education

NCERT Initiatives About NCERT

Autonomous organization under the Ministry of Education, Government of India
Digital platform for accessing NCERT textbooks and resources
} ePathshala

Develops and publishes educational resources, textbooks, and supplementary
Facilitates anytime, anywhere learning

material
Web-based courses for teachers to enhance their skills . _
Covers various topics related to pedagogy, subject knowledge, and assessment } Online Teacher Professional Development Designs and develops National Curriculum Framework (NCF)
Online platform for sharing educational resources _ _ . N C ERT Curriculum Development Develops syllabi, textbooks, and teaching-learning material for schools
Provides free access to textbooks, multimedia content, and teaching aids } National Repository of Gpen Educatonal Resources (NROER) ¥ Emphasizes a child-centric and holistic education approach
Conducts research in education and related areas
NCERT's contributions to improving the education system in India are invaluable Research and Development Encourages educational innovations and experiments

NCERT plays a crucial role in shaping the curriculum and providing quality resources Ackn owledgements Promotes research-based educational practices

NCERT's initiatives promote standardized and research-based practices in Develops teacher training programs and modules

education.

Teacher Education Conducts in-service and pre-service teacher training courses
Supports capacity building of teachers through workshops and seminars
Provides academic support to various stakeholders in education
Extension Services Publishes newsletters, journals, and research papers

Organizes conferences, exhibitions, and awareness programs on education
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Composed of representatives from member countries
} Executive Board

Responsible for day-to-day operations and decision-making
Head of the IMF Governance and Decision-making

IMF is an international organization

Selected by the Executive Board Managing Director q . .
Purpose and Overview Established in 1944

Represents the organization externally ) ) .
Aims to promote global economic stability

Critics argue that IMF's loan conditions can be too harsh .
} Conditionality 190 member countries

Some argue for more flexibility and consideration of social impacts . ,
Member Countries Each member contributes to the IMF's resources

International Monetary Fund (IMF) Voting power based on each country's quota

Calls for more equitable representation of developing countries o
> Representation Criticisms and Challenges

Efforts to increase voting power for emerging economies

Debate over the overall effectiveness of IMF programs
> Effectiveness

Monitoring global economic developments
Surveillance <

Some praise its support in times of crisis, while others question long-term impact Providing policy advice to member countries

Providing loans to countries facing balance of payment difficulties
Financial Assistance <

Close relationship with the IMF . . . - .
} World Bank Supporting economic reforms in recipient countries

Both organizations work together to promote global development

Collaboration with Other Organizations _ Providing technical assistance and training
Capacity Development <

IMF collaborates with the UN on various economic and development issues . . . . .
} United Nations Helping countries build strong and resilient economic systems

Joint efforts to achieve sustainable development goals RIIaCademy B Indlans MOSt Popular UPSC_CSE POI"[&|
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Gender pay gap and unequal access to resources

Background and history

Violence against women and girls Persistent gender inequality and discrimination

Limited representation in leadership positions

Empowering marginalized groups within the women's movement
} Intersectionality and inclusive feminism

Addressing the unique challenges faced by indigenous women, LGBTQ+ individuals,
and persons with disabilities

Challenges and ongoing work

Disproportionate economic and social burdens

Rise in domestic violence and unpaid care work CQOVID-19 pandemic and its impact on women

Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW)

Ensuring an inclusive and gender-responsive recovery

Enhancing cooperation and coordination among member states
} Strengthening accountability and implementation mechanisms
Allocating adequate resources for gender equality initiatives

Recognizing and addressing multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination

} Advancing intersectional and inclusive approaches Future prospects and recommendations

Ensuring the voices of all women and girls are heard and valued
Collaboration with civil society organizations and grassroots movements
Engaging men and boys as allies in achieving gender equality Creating partnerships for change

Leveraging technology and innovation for women's empowerment
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Important resolutions and achievements

Elimination of all forms of discrimination against women
Promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women Equal access to education, employment, and healthcare
Protection of women's rights in conflict and post-conflict situations

Ensuring gender equality in all areas of development

Advancing the rights of women and girls in the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) Eliminating violence and harmful practices against women and girls

Enhancing women's participation in decision-making processes
Conducting regular sessions and annual reports
Monitoring and review of progress Evaluating the implementation of agreed conclusions and recommendations

Reviewing national reports on women's rights and gender equality

Comprehensive roadmap for gender equality worldwide
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) {
Focus on 12 critical areas of concern

Sustainable Development Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women <
and girls

Engaging men and boys in the fight for gender equality
HeForShe campaign Advocacy for women's rights and empowerment

Partnerships with governments, corporations, and civil society

Specific targets and indicators for advancing women's rights

Intersectionality and the recognition of diverse identities



A multinational organization
Founded after World War Il
Committed to international peace and security {
Replacement for the failed League of Nations
Maintaining international peace and security —— Through diplomacy, peacekeeping, and conflict resolution
Advocating for universal human rights
Promoting human rights {
Addressing violations and discrimination
Primary goals Promoting sustainable development
Fostering social and economic development Eradicating poverty and inequality
Providing humanitarian aid

Enforcing treaties and conventions
Upholding international law <
Resolving disputes

Main deliberative body
General Assembly {
Comprises all member states
Responsible for maintaining peace and security
Security Council Has the power to impose sanctions and authorize military action
Comprises 15 member states, 5 with veto power
/— Structure and members o _
Secretariat Led by the Secretary-General
Supports the organization's work
UNESCO, WHO, UNICEF, etc.

Specialized agencies and programs {
Focus on specific areas such as education, health, and children's rights

Deployed in conflict zones to maintain peace
Peacekeeping missions <
Examples: Congo, Cyprus, Kosovo

Framework for tackling global challenges
Sustainable development goals {
Goals include poverty eradication, gender equality, climate action
Achievements
Development of international human rights standards
Human rights advancements {
Establishment of tribunals for war crimes and genocide

Responding to natural disasters and humanitarian crises
Humanitarian aid and disaster relief <
Providing emergency assistance to affected populations

Political divisions impacting decision-making
Geopolitical conflicts and rivalries {
Veto power misuse in the Security Council

Constraints on implementing programs and initiatives
Insufficient funding and resources <
Inadequate financial contributions from member states
Challenges
Complex security threats beyond state control

Rise of non-state actors and terrorism {
Need for collective response and cooperation

Calls for reforming the Security Council
Reform and expansion {
Inclusion of more member states to better reflect global dynamics]]
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Definition of Indian capital markets
Importance of Indian capital markets in the economy
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

Electronic trading platforms Stock exchanges

Order matching and execution Stock trading systems Market Participants Investors
Trading hours and settlement process : : Requlat
Market Infrastructure and Trading Mechanisms eguiators
Role of Clearing Corporation of India Limited (CCIL)
Transaction confirmation and settlement cycles Clearing and settlement systems Listing and trading of stocks
Risk management in capital markets Equity market Role of primary and secondary markets

Investment opportunities and risks
Introduction of online trading platforms

Role of government and corporate bonds
Dematerialization of securities

Indian Capital Markets

Recent Developments and Initiatives Types of Capital markets in India Debt market Importance of fixed income securities

Institutional participation and foreign investments

Credit rating agencies
Financial inclusion and investor education

Role of futures and options

Derivatives market Hedging and speculation
Market volatility and global economic factors

Market growth and challenges
Increasing regulatory compliance requirements

Challenges and Future Outlook
Innovation and technology advancements

National Stock Exchange (NSE)
Growth potential and role in the global economy. Stock exchanges {

Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
Regulatory bodies <

Major Players in Indian Capital Markets Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

Banks

Financial institutions Mutual funds
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Indian stock exchange

Established in 1992

Located in Mumbai

. . . . Market capitalization of over $2.5 trillion
Ensures fair and transparent trading Regulated by Securities and Exchange Board of India

Largest stock exchan in Indi HDFC Bank: Leading private sector bank in India
Sets rules and regulations for market participants (132])) g CKk exc ge dia gp

Listed companies from various sectors Banking, IT, FMCG, etc. Prominent companies like HDFC Bank, TCS, Reliance Industries TCS: One of the largest IT services company globally

Reliance Industries: Diversified conglomerate
Facilitates buying and selling of securities

Provides liquidit d price di hani i
Helos determine market prices rovides liquidity and price discovery mechanism National Stock Exchange ety e

Derivatives

Facilitates capital formation for businesses Multi-segment exchange

Currency derivatives

Mobilizes savings and investments Contributes to the development of the Indian economy Debt inst "
ept Instrumen

Fosters economic growth

Use of high-speed trading systems
Technologically advanced exchange Electronic trading platform
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Established in 1988

Protects the interests of investors

Implementation of electronic trading platforms Regulatory body for securities market in India

Promotes fair and transparent market practices
Introduction of depository system

T . Regulates intermediaries like brokers, mutual funds, etc.
Initiatives and achievements

Development of corporate governance standards

Introduction of insider trading regulations
Regulates and supervises securities market

Collaboration with international regulatory bodies
Registers and regulates market intermediaries

Securities and Exchange Board of India *

Conducts investigations and enforcement actions

Addressing market volatility and manipulative practices
Promotes investor education and awareness

Enhancing corporate governance and risk management

Facilitating ease of doing business in the securities market Challenges and future prospects

Power to investigate and impose penalties for violations

Strengthening investor protection measures
Authority to make regulations and issue guidelines

Powers and authorities

Embracing technological advancements for market development
Jurisdiction over market participants and listed companies

Ability to initiate legal proceedings

Riiacademy = India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



Shift from large-scale attacks to smaller-scale incidents
Rise of right-wing extremism and terrorism

Increase in online recruitment and radicalization
Terrorism impacting more countries globally

Economic and social consequences of terrorism

Need for international cooperation to combat terrorism effectively
Development of strategies to address root causes of terrorism
Enhancing counter-terrorism measures and intelligence sharing
Promoting community engagement and resilience against extremism

Investment in education and social programs to prevent radicalization

Global Terrorism Index provides a valuable tool to assess the impact and trends of
terrorism worldwide

Raises awareness of the complex nature of terrorism and the need for
comprehensive solutions

Essential resource for policymakers, researchers, and organizations in the field of
counter-terrorism.

Key Trends and Insights
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Definition and Purpose

Global measure of the impact of terrorism
Measures both the direct and indirect impacts of terrorism

Aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of global terrorist activity

Developed by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP)

Informed by a wide range of data sources, including the Global Terrorism Database
(GTD)

Methodology

Considers factors such as incidents, casualties, property damage, and intensity of
terrorism

Policy Implications

GIObaI Te rrorism Index Number of terrorist incidents
Number of fatalities and injuries caused by terrorism
Economic impact of terrorism
Political impact of terrorism
Societal impact of terrorism
Global terrorism deteriorated for the second consecutive year

Increased number of countries experiencing terrorism-related deaths
Rise in far-right terrorism in Western countries

Ongoing threat posed by ISIS and Al-Qaeda

Findings (2021)

Afghanistan and Syria remain the most impacted countries

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE POEaf " =" o e andradsn



|AS Gold Prelims Portal

IEP analyzes the relationship between peace and the attainment of the United
Nations' SDGs, emphasizing the importance of peace in achieving sustainable
development.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and peace

IEP's flagship research project, the Global Peace Index, measures and ranks the
relative peacefulness of nations and regions around the world based on various
indicators of violence and peacefulness.

Global Peace Index (GPI)

IEP explores the concept of Positive Peace, which encompasses the attitudes,
institutions, and structures that create and sustain peaceful societies.
Positive Peace

It identifies the eight pillars of Positive Peace and their impact on socio-economic
development and peacefulness.

Core areas of research by Institute for Economics &
Peace (IEP)

Established in [year], the Institute for Economics & Peace (IEP) is a non-profit
research organization dedicated to promoting the understanding of the economic
factors associated with peace.

Background of Institute for Economics & Peace (IEP)

IEP conducts research on the economic impact of violence, including its costs to
countries and its implications for economic growth, stability, and human development.

Economics of peace and violence
It aims to develop practical solutions to reduce violence, improve governance, and

strengthen the socio-economic conditions that foster peace.

IEP promotes evidence-based approaches to peacebuilding and resilience, focusing
on strategies that enhance social cohesion, reduce violence, and build sustainable
peace.

Peacebullding and resiience Institute for Economics & Peace (IEP)

- The vision of IEP is to create a more peaceful world by promoting peace as a
positive, achievable, and tangible measure of human well-being and progress.

The mission of IEP is to generate data-driven research that enhances the
understanding of peace and its economic impact on various aspects of society.

IEP's research and policy recommendations inform global decision-makers,
governments, and organizations on strategies to promote peace and conflict

resolution.
It collaborates with academic institutions, think tanks, and stakeholders around the Impact and influence of Institute for Economics &
world to expand the knowledge and understanding of peace economics. Peace (|Ep)

The work of IEP contributes to the broader discourse on peace, generating
awareness and advocating for positive change in policies and attitudes towards

peace. Rilaeademy - India’s Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal




